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No. 159. _ Read the following endorsen’

., ent of the Chief Enpineer for Irrigation
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From Colonel C. V. WILKIESON, R.E.
s OI:I;Z&tghant—Cblon ol Jsﬁgiﬁri’ Superintending Engineer, Coimbatore, to
i : y R.E., Chief Engineer for Irrigation and
t Secretary to Gove ., Py g
p T P?l’-blic Works Department, dated Coimbatore,

14»&*’2&@}1‘3-1875, No. 9. e
| l' G. \E‘., 1
I repljg‘. L dated;{l o 13375, No. 694, T have the honor to forward _

1 Copy of Collectdr%'ﬁ})’d;t‘,ho. 83, dated 20d @ COPY of a letter from the Collector of
April 1875, to the BSecretary, Board of (Coimbatore to the Secretary to the Board
ot of Revenue on the subject of the Caniem-

fluestio‘n of the 't;ram.sférence of the land_s 0y gzéwﬁlyiu:ll 03;1}10}1 ]il;r:lgo :(;1:3;;; 1:111:

18 co.nsu.iered mdmable to make repairs to] ¢he anicut that it will not change into dry

cultivation, but into dense jungle. '

2. The amounts expended on the an.ui2

. }’t and channel in—
1871‘72 ra vee (R ] 2 g 2 . ae 1,577
1872.73 ... ~ . ‘ e
= : : v B8
18 3“4 res rae L5 o5 a9 . 3)631
‘ 1874-75 ... ) 1.565
whilst the revenue for these years are— e ;
1870-71 e e Tl

IBTED o i it

1872-73 ... v PR
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and the anicut is agan breached. AR
3. The Collector | ccommends that the X ;1 1o put into the hands of the Revenue
authorities, with what siccess this may meetl gy, of course it is not forme to express

wi. ; CRR rew O 158 v‘
e R sEe ase 1,157 7
eaw aas “ee ere 1"114

an opinion on. TE A |
4. T have in anticipation Of. orders fﬂ"»ﬁm Chief Engineer for Trrigation ordered
“hat a small amount be expended in clearing {, head of channel, when I have no doubt
0 , . er for at all events a kar or three months’
crop, if not for the ayen or five mynths cro B8 i Fivor is'in #ull flood front Juis by
October, am? it g only “ater in the it geeemd crops when the river becomes low
that the amc'ut is of oy L. In Paragraph, 4 of the Collector’s letter, he says that
water was going down in October in spite of,; fhe prosent breach.
STl i) ¢
From A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector of € v i ¢ . B STOKES, Eeq., Acting
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated ;)04 e 0 April 1875, No. 83,
I save the honor to report on Colonel W%w’s suggestion to abandon the Caniem-
Bovene. Boaﬁ'gnl”ro&uﬁ"ﬂ- Migcellaneous No- 2,818, of - Piniory Anicut asa source of revenme, and to
s ‘Tc i . i " ‘ansfer the lands to the head of dry.

9. Before carrying out this suggestion, I “vould propose that the executive repairs be
“anded over to the Revenue Departmient for
ixt official year ; this year’s® repuir season is
: ; “Feourse lost.

3. Notwithstanding the und:oubtedly fove locality in which this work is situated, I
have made frequent inspections of it, and am of op,
pfones breaches may be avoided. :

® 1874-75.

ion that with o better dlamping of the upper
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4. When half the river runs through a waoh of course the channel cannot be very effective,
~but in epite of this some water was passing into ;' stanusl in October last, end thare wes good
rice cultivation at Danaickankottah.,
5. It is very true that the embouchure o
- the head of the supply-channel and tends o silt
an excellent sand sluice about a quarter of a
blocked up with branches, mud, &e., would hl“
-6 Moreover, the channel bunks aro higfy, "2 9 to wul. insiad coved with thorny
sorub, and the place is a very den of tigers, but || 20 AVerige clearance. dount bo allotted, and
:;::t}ilmabe for repair handed over for execuﬁqﬂ\ to the Revenue Department, I would hold out
opes of success, |
7. Tt would, T think, be very retrograde F0.°7 10 allow this valuable land to relapse into
thick jungle, which undoubtedly it will do if ¢ “*ter-Supply is not keptup. It would never
pay to cultivate dry produce in such a place. »
8. 1f a proposal were for the first time

tonsiderable jungle stream -is situated just at
16 same up, but I found on my first visit in 1871
@ down the chaunol, which, if it asd not been-
effectively scoured “he Hr" . Lgot it put in

‘4

§ ubmitted to make an anicut at Caniempolliem
it would be for éonsideration whether it were ai"“?i but the work being extant I would not
counsel its abandonment, but a change of mana? ement. .
9. Itison far too great a scale to he le to mﬂlﬂd\ml native enterprise like small tanks,
which, not being worth repair, have heen so hg 2920 OVer: &
10. " T entertain great doubts whether th'g.,hﬁg‘ﬁ‘m is at all connected with the existence
of fover, which is just as bad in the fotally o7 Other tracts under tho Neilgherry aud otbar
. mountain ranges, ' : :
Il The rics cultivation is in fact & clears
12. I.would therefore counsel that the ret
Revenue agendy for threo years, as also the angd WA channel clearance. A :
13. I may mentionwa case in point, wher! 1 om failure of formss repaira. a work had
been abandoned great and unnecessary h;u wou 0 ave ensued. (7 ’
When T was Collector of Bellary T found repair of the Upper WW"-nﬂi'e'mlmt
at Bellahoomsi going on, in March 1867 ; only 4 onth o six weeks thep remained of sefoworking
- season. This work had b"m!&mﬁoned’fo,“ spair, and repajrs had made in the previous
year, but not'being completed before the fred™™®
end a larger (i, e,, double, I think Rupees 14,
hke the CAniemPol]iem one, a mugh mﬁ” o
: I acked the Overseer in ohargef{,,h' sther h  ‘hoped to ot the work ;"‘,\jlll'e before the begin-
ning of May ; he informed me it was utterly ir/ P° ssible, #8 he .. insn®cient number of wudders,
and theso often absented themsclves, T theg g /" .27der o the Tahsildars to send every wudder
they could get in their talugs, and by ding of, °ent work the last stone was clamped a doy
before the freshes came in the beginning of X J¥ ; for this interference I was rebuked officially, a8
T ought to have in the first instanoe written to! 12° SUperintonding Engineer'(who was then 200
. miles away and could have given no help) .?d not myself had personal communication on the
subject with the Overseer, though I fully sn. :t once explained the cause of my interference to
the Superintending Engineer. =~ . | :
14. Now, on close inspection I A il " hink that the Caniempolliem work had been well
exeouted, and being in a feverish losglity peph®P* it 4i not get that degres of supervision from
the Range Officer which wag dus, | A
= 15 T the breach be not w 14 1ave a tendency ta enlarge, and the result will be
mstead of cultivated rico fields & dense malagigh® JM0g1e and loss of property to cultivators, who
bave invested their Jibor and capital thereon |
* 16 Tt is not the mero profit and Jogs g fU0t that should only be taken into eonsideration,
| mmthﬁwﬂl o474 to the Bellary episode only to show that losses

@, and allows of the perflation of air.

ir for this once be sanctioned and entrusted to

the whole repair ind more was swept BWAY,
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might occur from inefficient repoir that should st be chargesble against the value of a work,
the refurn from which would be also affected the by. - : 5

17. As regards the Dhallipolliem aniout, thich is in fact more of a channel head, the
bounlders in the strzam diverting the water info fie head of the channel, it is on such a small
scale that the only source of astonishpient to m:was that its repair was ever undertaken by
Depa.rtme’n*; Public Works. L iftvéno doubt t *he landed proprictors under that channel
would themsiioo. 3n theatfadiul ; the assessment . _.it, about Rupees 3 an acre. I see no need
of reduction . there &;%gr,:lt competition for wate ; the rate is a fair seigniorage charge for this
valuable th"e;.._;f:'waﬂ /, scarcy = ‘wup of whichlis wasted in this district, and every overflow
going into the e« sxy “rrigation in the distrit below. ’

18. 1 would lesVe it nlone, and see whethe' or not revenue decreased ; but as to Caniem-
polliem Anicut, I have shown good reason for an'cipated decrease and further disadvantages if
the work be not repaired ; an inspection of the reurns of the Caniempolliem channel for the past
ten years shows that the full annual revenue ollected was Rupees 1,250, When the work
was breached it fell to Rupees 110, while the cher irrigation showed no variation.

Susurrrep for the information of Goveranent with reference to (+. Os., No. 2,127,
of the 3rd August 1874, and 694, of the 11h March 1875,

The Collector’s propesal to undertake fie executive management of the Caniem-
polliem Anicut may, it is thought, be acceptd with advantage, but it will be desirable
that he should take charge of it for a longerperiod than three years. Perh&ian\im%gq}
or'six years a comparison of the expendituretpon it and of the revenue derived from it

may enable the question of the retention ombandonment of the anicut to be deeidéd.
(Signed) ~ JOHN IULLINS, Lieutenant-Colouel RE,
o i Chgglilingineer for Irrigation.
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