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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, .
o o Oth July 1875, ‘ -

. No. 104, Read the following Proceedings' of the Board - of Revenue, dated 2nd

June 1875, No. 1,483 :—

. Read the following letter from G. D, LEMAN; Fsq., Collector of the Kistna District,

to H. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenne, dated -

Masulipatam, 3rd April 1875, No, 440 :—

.+ I'mave.the honor to reply to Board’s ;Miscellaneons Proceedings, No. 1,539, .
- dated 25th Febfuary 1875. The Board are aware that the offer of the Devarakota

- Zemindar to compound the water-tax of bhis estate has been rejected, and the

1

Nuzid Zemindar’s composition for five years has been accepted. -This arrange-

-ment Major Hasted thinks fair, and 1 hops to show that it is not liable fo the

. -objections he has brought forward.

" waste.

2. Major Hasted assumes that he will be bound to give as much water to
- the Zemindar as he asks for; but I am not of the same opinion at all, as it is clear

from the Delta Water-tax Rules that the ryots who have received water for a long

time have a preferential claim over other ryots who have just commenced to take
it. In the case of new cultivation where Zemindari and Government villagers

vimultaneously apply for water, such as is available can be ‘equitably distributed ,

‘between them up to the limit, as far as the Zemindari villages are concerned, that

bas been fixed for them—(Colonel Mullins’ Memorandam, paragraph 5.)
3. I cannotimagine a case like that described in Major Hasted’s paragraph 5
remaining undetected for any length of timé, - -

4. The fact that the Zemindar alleged his wet to be so largely in excess of

- the reality would be known and reported very soon, while if the excess is small,

say but 100 acres, it will matter little as long as the channels are imperfect, -

- und the exact regulation of water impossible as at present,

5. As the distribution at the head sluice lies with the officers of the Public

. Works Departnfent, it rests with them to check thé_ wastage of water, as best they

can, even in the way it is now done. It is surely better that the water, which
would be otherwise wasted, should (as it will perhaps) be now used for extending
the ii'rigatiop of land. " I do not see why the compounding should lead to greater
6, ‘Therquinc Works Department will, as heretofore, distribute the water
8s fairly as possible, and any surplus in Zemindari land can be used for fresh

cultivation, . S R '
7. - There will be no loss to Government, because this wasted water brings in

- pothing now, -but there will be a gain to the vil.lkagers if they can be induced to

utilize it and an increase of wet cultivation, N » :

8.. This composition is not a new thing; it has been tried and found to
answer in the Godavery District. . The object in allowing it is not so much
to increase the wet cultivation. as to ensure a steady demand and to avoid the
necessity (which gives so great an opening to fraud) of having Zemindari lands

~ which are'watered measured year by year by a subordinate official, the Revenue
Inspector; who is under no adequate supervision. “There is no doubt that the

. Zemindars, as observed by Major Hasted, do charge all their lands higher than
~ the Government, At the same time, that “‘Tsaudu ” js not a mere cry butga
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Proceedmys qf the Madras (}uvemmmf Reve'we DP U o BNV BR 1 T “oth July 1875
s 9;/;July187o.‘ -7”1- SRR o] e z
N e VO B /oY ER 5. The Nuzid composition should stan; -and the Collector shows that ne
di t :’ L1 can be, and has been, S o ’ N . ¢ Nuzid com:p
oot is proved by Mr. Mastor' TEPO”‘ ‘;“ :'h;s th: ; \‘ acre for’ dry land, ma): / T ,E ‘ very formidable evils can result from it. If it bo true that no record is kept as .-
0Ver°0"'°o but a Zexmndar, who gets 3 0 P \h be 1 d R ( . o3« tothe quantxt)’ suppliad for the irrigation of defined tracts, the Board think tha
reasonably hesxtate to. allow wet cnltxvatmu when 18, besb land may rem ere ¢ o . " " this shoul d at once ba remedied. !
- r N LI .a.—«—‘t : . N . oo . Ll e . o : B ce
T unproducnve fora.serxes of years._ R v RE ’ ST (A t
' 9. The composmon by. ! tbe a,‘gnt‘unf of water supphed whxcb Colonel Mullms Vs T R " (A true Copy and Extract.) ’
| . . o) : 10, .
proposes would be open to tlus 01)_]ectmn on the part of the Zemmda’r-‘-l—f?mt »\;heﬁ e ; & s (Slgne L) H. E. STOKES,
the river is full be 'would be gettmrr more wa.ter than he reallv wanted for lw u;:l ‘ L /\\\ . , ¥ - s Acting Secretary.
he would have to pay " that the comP‘Ji"ltlon is proposed to him i in a way that he S kI { o i .
" eannot understand, haumr no data by which to_]udcve of ,tha wants of an acre of e ‘(’ N ‘ SR ‘ . a
wet and that it would leave on his shouldm's the burden of paymo' fo‘r the waste * ‘ o4 No.o 105, - OBDER THEREOV, 9th July 1875 No. 1, 035
H d 5 . -~ . ) . ‘R’J\' ' ) ) ‘
‘ wlnch \t is admitted, oc:curs, and cannut be prevente C T e . , b - T y
. : RO .y 3. ...\ : | 1HEESE papers refer to a proposal
10. Also I am riot aware that the data for ‘the last ﬁve ‘yearsh ax:e] avaﬂable s R Yoo . Irrigation, No. 3 ’l for ccxmponndmo' with Zemindars in the
Lﬁeheve no .record has been }ept of the, actual snpp'l Y. L B “ . g / . “ Kistra District for periods of five years
11,7 The 00'“[30"“10" ’W’“ lust for, ﬁ"e years. At the engl of that time tb" N -'i{' o | fer water-tax for their estates on an average of payments during preceding five years.
|+ extent’ of wet land can be ascertamed by : actual inspection; and- thf Collector will RS P I 2. Objection is taken by the District Enﬂmeer and Chief Engineer for Imgatlon
be in posaessmn of data. on’ which to aesess a fresh composxtlon.‘ , Su e . f . on the following grounds :=— - ’ _ \
. 12, Should the Zemmdar refuse, the Government can fall- backdoln ;he coly —,_ | R (1 ) That if, as is anficipatod, lrrwa‘ao in the Zemindaries be conslderably
- “methiod of charging the Zemmdan ryots onh the ac:ual (lalxtenltl of llrr:g:te 8;2 8; R IR Y S . extended, Government will obtain no direct return for such extension.
T and if Ma or Hasted’s phOpOSlthIl is true that ryots will willingly take ‘wa rif t SRR S B
N e give 1t3to them. steadily, they will \not’ Tefuse water for the lands ‘they have NP R D awa1t(12n 2 th?;::;?i::;:?:ﬁ’;{?f@are at [l)resent and even Government lands are
- converted info wet. . 'I‘bmwh tha Ze,mmder 3 assessment be hwb we have” anqpla o R S P or a supply, o
i assurance that the ryots can and do uontmue to pay for. and culnvate these lands 2 L e (3.) That modification of works will be necessary if Zemmdanes are to be largely
- thiat are now. wet ' e ‘ o for o R b _ :upphed their requirement having been originally estimated as small, and that the -
T P AL o —— : - - ~ obtaining of sanction and funds for such works i3 doubtful, owing to the absence of a
R I': St}mu'rrED to Government thh re.erence to (} o, l7th February 1875, \qo. 303 CLo A . direct money return, and that consequently in eutermfv into composition G overnment
LT e “"2 'l‘he offer Qf Rupees 19,100 by the Zemmdar of Nuzid in -cumposxtlon of - N R - will bo promxsmﬂ' what they may not be able to perform. : ‘
o = wakr.rate el accepted by thio Board under the rules in their - Proceedin gs, ‘ ) 5E . 3. Asregards the first objectxon the Government consider that the composition
. g atea 13th. ()ctober 1874 No. 2, 95() ;. tbat Of the &emmdar Of Devaracotta has . 3 ‘ ‘5 “wust always have reference fo the system of Works existing at the time of compound-
. beer rej ected, - L5 et S s e o = : i ing, and must not include additional provxsxon of water derivable from any extension .
3. The Board are of opxmon that the mconvemence and risk of loes entalled ) 1 ; . B ‘°f the system so as to command new areas prev.oudy destitute of supply. .
.by the annual measurement, of the lands by il- pald subordinates are so great that % TR 4. It cannot be said that there is no a’u’emf return to Government ; the return is
compuSl(.lOH of the water-rate is a _necessity, and at present it does not appear 1 Pl

Lk j ; . J‘ not immediate, but the fact that it is deferred must be regarded .as compensated by !
f S © the stimulus which the system is calculated to give to extension, of which the benefit
‘ - will accrue to Government at each succeeding perlod of renewed composition. Indirectly
",g’;{ e - there is the benefit from getting rid of the risk of decrease and of the dlfﬁculty of
T aecertammv from year to year what the area of cultwatlon beyond the “mamul

. i o owet? really 18. R {
¥ L " &. ' The second obJectlon, the poss1bla deﬁcwncy of water, must determine the
acceptance or otherwxse of the offer to compouni in each individual case. As pointed

out by the Collector in paragraph 2 of his Iette( of the 5th April 1875, No. 440, the -

. pnssxble to make the comoosxtlon on any other Dbasis than past average payments, -l ’;
since_the Collector. states that no record has beeuT(ept of the actual quantities
:', supphed If such data were a.vaﬂable, the Board agree w1th Colonel Mullms that

» 1

e ' they would form the best basis for 4 settlement.. , 7 . 2:“ R T I =
’ 4. With reference to the’ Collector’s objectxons to thxs metho& the Board
presumo that the composmon would be at a certain rate per thousa.nd cubic yatds,
_‘and that the Zemmdar would be entitled tafrefuse supply in exce»zs of bis w mts, - o
'r‘ : ‘and to demand that it should be renrula.ted accordmg.,ly ‘They do uot suppose that -
~ “.the Zemmdara would be found incapable of understanding. a- composxtmu oil the
“kind if the relation of the actual’ quantny sent down the channels to their i»a.st
:‘ payments were explained to them, - Buy tlxere is.a fnrther ob_;ectlon, viz.,, that
g .'w .agresment would first have to he arrwed*at as to ‘the quantlty to which Hw o

3
o,

Y A

“ rules prowde fer preferential claims of those whose supply is of long standing, and it
3 I must be taken for granted that those engagingfor a subsequent supply do so on the
o underetandmﬂ that the water will only he ava{ able after satisfying existing claims.

of cmm;e, cases mwht occur when remission might have to be made when a decided
- faillure occurred. ' .
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[ 5 As regards the thu'd pomt msed 1t depends on the assumptmn that the pro-
i " -posed system of composltmn is on the whole calcula.tﬁd to (hmmlsh the proﬁt whereas
, .. ;ithas elready been shown that this is not the case. : .

|
[
e 2 . 6. In the earlier stages of such undertakmgs compos1t10n is desu'able, sub;ect )
Fto revision when better data are. avaxlable. The' rule seems to be’ working unobjeoc- ¢
f txonably in the Godavery Delta and the Govemment see no reason why 1t should not §
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