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No. 85. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 2uth
May 1875, No. 1,415 :— .
Read tho following letter from R.J, MLLVILLF}, Esq., Acting Collector of the
Chmgleput District, to-H. E.” STOKES, hsq . Acting Secretary to the
1 Board of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 17th Apnl 1875, No. 189 :—
. I rave the honor to forward, for the Board’s pérusal original report (to be .
. returned) received from the Acting Sub-Collector, dated 12th instant, No. 201,
v eountaiuing his views on tho Mirassi queatxon whu,h is now engaging the attennon B
{ of Government, o
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' } R : Excroscre No. 1.
Ifrom C.S. CROLI Esq .» Acting Sub-Collector, to.R. W, BARLOW Fsq., Collector of Chmgle- -
A put, dated 12th April 1875, No. 201..

1 HAVE the honor to acknowledge copy of Board's Proceedings, dated 12th February, contain-
mg your report on Mirassi tenures, and forwarded to me for my information. A few days after-
wards the. remarks of the Director of Revenue Settlement thereon were received with the»
. Board’s order on both communications. T : . .

) -~ 2. Under _ordinary circumstances, I should be the last to canvass the opinions of my
superior. Even in’ this important matter were the diference in views slight, instead of being

A e,

-

X mms

diametrically opposed. I should hesitate ]nng hefora . dieputing rour positions. - But - ofier 23
' diligent and extended inquiries, and as much deliberation as I have been able to give the subject
durmg the three weeks which have intervened since I received the Doard's Proceedings, it scems .
! tomea duty I owe the Government that before they sanction proposals which I honestly believe
"to be misconceived, they ghould have before them views derived from seven years’ experience as
A ub Collector of tkLis district. . P
Y 8. The origo mali appears from-the varions references to be that the cbromc state of
arrcars and the frequency of resort to coercive process has attracted the attentnon first of the °
Government of ' Madras and subsequently in a despa.tch of 1874 drew ammadversxons from the
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L. * Secretary of State.
Z- . 4. Among many reasons adduced to account for the posxtmn of bad eminence in ﬂmse X
v, matters eccupied by the District of Chingleput, the ** Mirassi system '’ is the only one seriously
¢ * urged in the various papers before . me. Accordmnly it is to the 1mprovement of that system
that you point the Doard as a panacea. ) .
. 5. TFor this purpose you advocate two measures— ’ ) G .
y (1.) .Tho recoznition of the’ rlght of Mxrassxdars to S.v:xtantrams from Paylkans, hereafter -

r -

acquiring puttas.
-8

(2.) The grant of sub-reCelpts to tenants in the bamatayam holding.

6. The Director argues—and in my opinion properly argues—against the adoptwn of the

... second of these, as being an unwarrantable interference between landlord and tenant, and Ian
. strongly of opinion that our troubles in regard to Mirassi have only beguu, if we recognize any
' one but the holder of the putta as the tenant of Government. Uautil his sub-tenant produces the - -
j decree of a competent Court, showing his right to the land in his holding apart from his Mirassi- .-
* dar, we should laok to the latter aloue to pay what is due to Government for ‘‘his occupatlon of -

—cglll 0 A
-y - E-E

. grievance not ] insepur fduc from their position as tenants. ’
7. 'The Dircctor. proposes, in lieu of your reraedy, to snb- divide according to the Mirasai

{ - shares the land entered in the Samadsyam putta. As ¥ shall show- below, this putta has litile to
" do mth the arrears ; bus, even if it hftd I ask how sub- dxw.sxon couH assxsb us m thcu' promptﬂi,

-

Dyt . > mm

, its soil ;”* hl d it.needs little demonstration to prove that fiscal and other allied considerations o
} ' { apart, it- would be ve: 'y impolitic to allow thess under-tenants to think tha.t they have any real ;




Proceedmgs of the Madras Governiment, Revenue Drpartment
Tth July 1875. ‘

" immediate, though prébably not eventual,
* lhown cause fur this oplmon ‘above.

collection. Sub-dmsxon means teveral, perhaps & hunired persons to be asked for the assess-
ment instead of one. It meansthe colleetion of 100 items for ene,” snd, in default, the same
number of demands and attachments with the subsequent procedure following thereon multiplied
accordingly. At present the Samadayam putia really gives no trouble whatever. I adduce, in
proof,-the frequent complaint that a sub-tenant's offer of assessment was refused in the interesis
of a Mirassidar. It must be remembered that the property of each Mirassidar in the village is
jointly and severally responsible for the whole of the assessment due on the putta in questlon,
and, as & matter of fact, it is found in practice in the sub division to be the best putta in tho
village from 4 collection point.of view.

8. In what I have gaid ebove, I exclude the cases of a very few villages, in which decisions
of the High Court have produced confusion and bad spirit. - Kattrambakam and Navalur in Conje-
veram Taluq are two. In such villages the tricks and frauds detailed by you do prevail, but the
same might have taken place anywhere else, and the description is not applicable to any but an

- insignificant minority. The private lands also of Mirassidars are in the hands of tenantry to a
much longer extent than is supoosed. If you interfere with the tenantry of the one class, why let
alone the other ! I maintain that both in regard to private and Samadayam sub-tenancy, a very
fair and practical understandmg exists, Wi xtness the entire absence of rent euits between the
parties. . .

9. The Director endorses your calculation that ** one-third™ ¢ 30 per “cent.” of the gross
culiivated area is, in this district, held on Samadayam putta. This assertion 80 startled me that

. 1 ordered 100 Curnams of the Chingleput Talug in my camp for the Jamabundi where I received®

the Board’s Proceedings under reply, to compile a statement setting forth the extent of holdings

" of that sort in their villages. I also caused a similar aceount tg be preparel for forty villages in

the Madrantakum Talug. The result was 2:73 per cent. and not 30.

10. More than that. Out of that 275 per cent. ouly *50 is held by nnder-temmts the
remainder (2 25) being in the dlre’:t occupation of Mirassidars, and, consequently, to the former

" and emaller fraction alons can your remarks &pply I append a statement showing full particu- ,

lars. The villages were not selected ones.

11. I submit that a glance at it will prove beyond shaduw of doubt that the Smnadayam
putta is no cause of the arrears in this district, and , consequently that, even if the Director is
able to sub-divide, which T much doubt, such a step will afford no assistance, but rather produce
harm to the prompt collection of revenue.

12. With regard 1o the ‘econd rernedy for the ills of tbe dxsmct, some plan of enforcmg
payment of the fees called Swatantrams to Mirassidars, I regret also to have to offer an opinion
adverse to yours. I do this with the greater diffidence, a3 this ia the measure of relief from which
the Dircctor expects, not only to secure prompt collections and prevent arrears, but actually to
change the face of the district, by bringing under cultivation a large portion of the variously
estimated 375,000 or 151,000 acres now lying waste for want of sanction to such a proposa! B

13. The Board might well te ¢ surprised to find that there ie so simple a remedy for an evil
of such magnitude,”” I woull respectfully subit that great evils were never yet removed by
small remedies, and would suggest, as throwing considerable, in limine, doubt on the present
proposal, that it is singular that, if such a simple plan afford any fair proepect of success, it
should have occurred to only onc of the many officers who have served in this district, maay of
them otherwise able men. : .

14. I agree with you in adopting the word “Payxkarls" for persons other than Mirassidars;
but for a different reagsn from 'the one assigned by you. As in these days nothing would ever
Jead the Government to interfere between Mirassidars and those holding under thera as tonants,

I have °

“aon

any inquiry into disputes arising between Mirassidars, and such persons may safely be left to the _

Civil Courts, according to whose decisions wo register. The * Payikari” with whom we have to
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
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" Tirukatchur alladed to by Mr. Puckle.

. setting up two different classes of cultivators, they

do, i3 8 person not a Mxrasmdar puti in by C‘overnment to cultxvate waste left en its banda by the
Hnraasxdars relinguishing or mg‘lectmg it. A
15. The only intricate question involved in this district appertains to the gub-tenant class.

‘The Payikari queatwn with which alone Government kas to deal i3 rea)ly one of the sxmpust

conceivable. - v

16. Mr. Place found n no less tban 1, 3“7 out of the 17, 821 shares, into whlch the J aghire was
divided, held by such perzons. " They were called ' Kani kudis."! - A village called Petappur in
Madrantakum Taluq even now has them. There were also a large namber in possession of holde
ings, not being recognized shares or Pangué from time immemorial This large body has been
swelled by continual accretions, as waste was, from time to time, assigned to outsiders owing to ita
refusal by the Mirassidars. : '

17. 1shall not now stop to discuss the minute differenccs wlnch M. Place discovered
between these Payikarig and the Mirasidara. They bave all along really been the same.in the eye

~ of the Government, but it will be one of the effects of Mr. Puckle’'s proposal to exact from

Payikaris taking up land in future the payment of Swatantrams to Mirassidars to put an end to
this equality. I undertake to show clearly that this step, besides being a retrogression from the
policy laid down by Government making every class, caste and creed equal, is not required, snd is
founded on a misconception of the Mirassi question. I maintain also that it arguesill for tho
success of the new settlement about which Mr. Packle is taking so mach pains.

18. TIecrave indulgence while I go into a little necessary detail to support my positions.

19. In the first place, this remedy was proposed by Mr, Fane so far back as 1868, andon
turnmg to hia lang report, I find that the arzuments now adduced, which had struck me as not
unfamiliar, are all the old ones set forth by him. Tke proposals wera negatived by the Board of
the day..

20. 1In plain terms the Government are , asked to buy off the resistance now offered by the
Mirassidars to the independent cultivation of the waste by outsiders (Payikaris), by taking stepa
to enforce payment by the latter to the former of Swatantrams (fees), to which it is supposed
they have a right that cannot now be gainsatd,
this, xt has never yet been in existence, and has yet to be established.

- Mr, Packle has convinced himself on the evidence adduced in his report that the non-
payment of these fees is the sole cause of the backward state of this district and of the large
extent of waste, He estimates, and bis estimate may be accepted, that supposing the really
available waste were fully cultivated by outsiders, the Mirassidars of each village would be the
richer by Rupees 25 per annum on the average. . .

-22. 1 shall suppose that the difficalty of settling whois a Mirassidar, and for what portion
of his holding each so-called Mirassidar is one in reality, and in what portion he holds no such
right ; [ shall suppose, I say, that this dificulty to me insarmountabls, is successfully met. Take
"The number of persons styling themselves Mirassidars

is in that village ﬁfty-ex«rht I ask the Board to consider whether it is consonant with their

expenence of human nature to credit the assertion that the Mirassidars of that village would,”
~ to-morrow, allow & Durkhastdar from, eay, Madras to be settled on their waste lands, which would

then pass permaneucly out of their power, for the almost inappreciable benefit accrumg from the

~ payment to each of them of Apnas 12 per annum,

23, The ught over this waste has been truly descnbed as~* much cherished and long eon-

« tested.’’ Tt is futile to believe that the value of such a right can possibly be represented by a

gum 8o paltry a3 not to su&iw to keep the Miraasidars in betel and nat.

-

24. The Government will ere long find itsclf wofully wmistaken if, by the retrograde step of
expect to sea the end of the strug-
- gio botween Mirassidars and Payikaris and the final sccurity to this district of good cultivation,
. pesce, proeperity and progress. I fearlessly maintain that the M:irassidars consulted by Mr.

Puclle uever really intended to gomply with Lis terms. They were glad of an cpportunity of

I shall, berecafter, adduce proof Lha.t so far from ‘

o
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reviving a groundless claim, and they left to'the future the decision of what course they would pyrsue
on the attempted introluction of the hateful Payikari into the fieldy of their village ; an event
staved of from time immemorial by tle adeption of the sirriplq expedients lefs open to them,
25. The cause of the large extent of waste is to be sought for in as different g direction
83 its cure. 1 shall how sttempt ar plain an exposition of theso as I am sble, i :
26, We know little or nothing of the revenue history of the district of the Jaghire before its
grant to the Company in 1763, From that date up to 1784, it wagimpossible, owing to the unsettled

“state of the country, to introduce any statisfactory system, At the latter date we are told

that most of the cultivators had fled to Madras, and, as regards the remainder, that the warg
of tha Carnatic I'eft listle but the bones of its former inhabitants, ‘ '
27. ‘Many expedients were tried for amé}iorating its eondition unti] November 1794, when
Mr. Place was pat in charge of the Jaghire, and had set him the task of constructing a system
which, while being ags nearly as possible in conformity with former usage,” would secure 3 proper
Tevenus to the Company. ) ) ) R ‘ :
’ 28. Everything was in a state of chaos, - Rights were undefined and the admin’istration in
d:sox;der. In reducing this disorder to order, he recognized the resident inbabitants in their
holdings, and the village system being then the one institution which had survived the storm of
ana‘rcby and misrule, each village was treated with fiscally in the light of a little cloge republic,
89 it was. I may remark that the magg of the cultivators were either Vellalag or Brahmins,

and I need hardly reming ¥you, that these two casteg represent two historical fucts—the first, & .

gradual and peaceful colonization, the second, a victorious irruption—and ‘that both belong to ages

‘.'hose kistory can now be traced only by rcading the semi-religious fables stil] exiant by the
dight of the occasiona] gleams shed on them by living facts. : : -

29, Mr, Place has: detailed the inquiries which he instituted ia two admfrable reports. It :

I as clear as noon-day, from these papers, “that the Mirassi system and gross rental are
1nseparable parts of the gystem he exhumed angd introduced. Ve

(Payikaris or Sugavasis). The shareholders were held responsitle for the realization of a fair | |

revenue from the villagg, and made up from the common fund the shortcomings of individual -

. Imembers, . .

3l. It is.obviou‘s.th_at the only diffculty wag to sce that the ryogs“did' no;‘. imperil t“he
revenue by leaving cultivable lands waste. . Thig diffeulty has continued down to the present day.

The founders of the 8ystem, however, Lad no hesitation as to the remedy to be applied. Inp guch a
case the waste * escheated to Government,”” = - ‘ | ' |

+ 32, Under the gystem of joing village rentals, the Mirassi system wag in its‘ perfection, I

amdsunted to 3 ¢ontract betwéen the owners of full shares in the village as g body, and the Gov...

ernment': fqr the payment.tc{}he latter of the revenue of the village. The Mirassidars were to
f-;aLe thcir OWn way of getting ‘this done, and as long 23 they performed their part of the contract,
and a fair revenue wag paid to Government, it elearly was not competent to the latter to dispute

the Mirassidars’ claim o the cultivable waste against outsiders, They let it out in their own way.

I.[n like manzer, the village community claimed fy)) rights over quarries, jungles, fisheries, and
lmmemorial waste. The elaip iz intelligible, I think, under the above explanation. -

'33.‘ The system Was one suited to g barbarous age, an unsettled cbuntry,!and a Government
needing money ard litile sedulous of the fature. It wag too rough and unequal, however to
stand long before our ideas of Justice and policy, for it entailed 3 system of  ruck-rent ratal’ to
thrift afld Progress, under which the industrous had to make up for the shortcomings of his less
energe‘nc or careful co-sharer, It 50on gave way to an individual settlement with each ryot on
the Dittum system. It was, however, the Mirassi system pure’ ang simple, and the individual

settlement gave the firgt blow to it, -

ot
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34 Al claims, then, now put forth by Mirassidars, .must be considered with reference either -
first to the Mirassi System exhumed by Mr. Place, and sanctioned by the Government of 1795 (o
1799, or, second, to conceaéions, if such there be subsequently made by Government, For all rights -
possessed by the cultivators were derived from rules laid down by Gouvernment for the guidance -
of Reverue oflicers and ryots alike. These were clearly acts of State within the province of Yhe .
Government. - o )

33. Let us seo then how Mr. Place defines the Mirassidar of 1799, 1 quote from paragraphe
702, 703 and 704 of Lis final report to the Board, dated 6th June 1799, .

* The following definivion, therefore, of Mirassi or preperty in land seems to be deducible
from the discussions that have passed on it e ]

- ** That it is a right to the use and substance of the soil, vested in the present proprietor,

Lia heira and successors so long ] he does and can cultivate it and pays the dues of Governmert

1

‘acd is oledient to its authority ; and that when he does not or cannot cultivate his lands ; when

he withholds tho dues of Government or is dischedient to its authority, such parts as he -
nsglects, or, in the latter case, the whole, escheats to Govern ment who may confer it on whom it

..
»

pleases,” . . . .
© *“The botential part of the.definition although essential hereafter should now be construed .
favorably, for the state of the population is go low that a man's abilities on thai account alone

Tiay not concur with his will. But when population, as may reasonably be expected within a fow

years, should have considerably increased, and any proprietor may, if he chooses, procure laborers -

" for the culture of the whole of hia lands, a failure to do 89, should incur the penalty of losing

S S

L

i, of its ewn lands.”

them ; for whether it proceeds from obstinacy or real inability, the forfeitare i3 not only justifi-
able, but a duty enjoined on Government on thig principle, that it must not allow any individual :
to possess land for the purpose of keeping it waste; and farther, as I have before said, that as the °
revenue of the Siate is derived immediately from tie cultivators of Iands, it cught not to suffer
from the caprice or inertion of an individual** ‘ . ‘
35.  Who will eay that every square yard of wasto land has not o ‘escheated to Government
Years and years ago 7 If this iz &0, Government ig right in treatinf all Puttadars, whether claim-
ing to be Mirassidars or not, as standing in exactly the same position toit. There isno difference
whatcver in the nature of their holdings guoad.Government, On the cther kand, if these lands
are held not to have so escheated, the Durkhast Rules are totally illegal, for the Government

+ would, in that ease, have no power to grant away the waste in Perpetuity to outsiders, this being an

infraction of undoubted Mirassi right, °

37. "Again, in paragraphs. 99 and 100 of the final report, we have the position of the old
Mirassidar clearly stated ag follows +— ' ‘

“* Mirassi s a right to uge the thing and enjoy it so long ag the condition annexed to tkat |
enjoyment is performed ; fn other words so long as the rent is paid in money or in kind.”

‘‘ Nor does this interpretation of property at all interfere with the just rights of Government,
for the condition is olear and explicit, that the Mirassidar must cultivate or procure the means of
cultivating his lands, and if he nedlects to perform that condition, they escheat to the lord, who

[~

- Tay eivo them to whomscever he pleases.” - 4 SR
38. 'The Governmer.t had previously laid down its views as follows in Minutes of Consultation, ™ - - L

- dated 8¢k January 1796, and it has been dumb on the question from that day and thig: It

declared that ** the actual property in the soil was vested ia the State,” and the Mirassi of a village .
was defined to be a preference of cultivation derived from hereditary residence but subject to the'. ..
right of Government as the superior lord of the soil in what way it chooses for the cultivation

39. It must be reﬁ:embered that the above cxtracts contain Mr. Place's modified defini-

*  tion arrived at after several years of close obgervation, and present the resulia of his painstaking -

inquiries]into the relations of Government and the Mirassidar. It must, likewise, be borze in migd

' .that tte Government neyer receded from the position taken up in the above-quoted resolution.
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40. Tt is incontestabls then that, taken in the manner most faverable to the Mirassidar, '
the system amounted merely "o a contract between Government and the Mirassidars for securing the
full revenue of the village. If that condition were broken, the rights of the Mirassidarg ceaged

1ps0 facto. Inthat view, it appears inexpedient to ask Government to sccure for them the "
payment of Swatantrams by Payikaris placed by Goverument to cultivate wasto Jands, the duty

of cultivating which lay on thé Mirassidars, and bas been notoriously neglected by them for years,

- to the very great detriment of the Govemment';evenue, and the general welfare of the district.

41, Moreover, from the earlicst times of our adwministration, n was tl}e custom to give cowles
to Payikaris for waste which the Mirassidars persistently neglected to cultivate, Only the other

day, I came upcn a case of this sort during a visit I paid to Isur, an out-of-the-way village in

the Madrantakum Taluq, to make inquiries into the general subject. The total holding beriz of’i 3
that village is Rupees 1,600, and out of that sum, Rupees 107, I think, is due to a cowle granted '

by Mr. Place himself to Fayikaris for the above reason. Not a single Pie of Swatantram Las
"ever been paid to the Mirassidars on it. Properly so.  The Government considered its contract
with them at an end. It stepped in and took measures to secure the rovenue. In these days,

" however, the Board are asked to behave diflerently on the ground of a usage, of which I res- L
pectfully maintain there is not only wo evideoce, but which is conclusively disproved by facts. -
" For, if in any such cases Swatantrams are or ever have been paid, they are unkuown to me, and

must be the exceptions which prove the rule. . I am aware that there are decisions of the Civil -
Courts both ways. Tor that reason I have not discussed ‘them, for the question has never been

‘gone into by any Court with that full knowledge of the subject which would repay sn analysis of _

any of the judgments on record.

- 42 Asto the Government having made . subsequent conceesioné{ the reverse is the case.. _
Almost every claim set up by Mirassidars has becn disallowed. They kave lost their right over
fisheries. The Government has declared it will not brook interference with mines and quarries.
It levies seigniorage on wood cut in Jungles. 101858-59, it forced the Mirassidars to declare once
for all how much land they desire to cultivate, and issued puttas styled at first Mirassi puttas '
for that extent. In 1863, even that petty concession to ancient custom was withdrawn, when the..
Board directed that the distinctive headings of Mirassi and Payikari puttas should cease, and -
that all puttas should be distinguished by a number, and the namé of the Puttadar only, In

G. 0., No. 796, dated 1st June 1870, it was finally declared that the Mirassidars have wo right

whatever to compensation for waste lands (the same on which it is proposed to levy Swafantra_ms)
taken up for a public purpose. This rang the death-knell of the whole 8ystem—DMirassi then =~

prepared to do his duty, . - ‘ T A o

[

became a mere name, a disembodied shade, which need frighten no officer, prbperly supported, and . ‘

43.  All that remains for Government now is to exercise this ghost l}y‘orderit;g that the word -
“‘ Mirassidar'” shall be used no more in official documents ; that ** Puttadar’’ be substituted :
and by declaring that great loss has acerued from the neglect or inability of the Mirassidars for

- years past to provide for the cultivation of waste ; and that consequently’ the privileges secured '
. to them on that condition are at an end”; that henceforth land is free, and will be granted to-the "
drsvappiiau’ ; aud st Covesitnel will fecuguize nv disuuvvion emivug Ius iuaus, who will

‘henceforth be'indisc_riminatcly styled Puttadars. - : . o 1
44. If thia suggestion were adopted, I am certain that land would pass ints the hands of

those able and willing to cultivate it and pay the assessment on it promptly, and that false hopes I

and ill-founded elaims being at an end, and the prop on which a rotten system rests thusremoved,: -

half the trouble and all the frivoleus objections, by which the Revenue officer is now trax‘nmelle&k S ‘
in granting land and receiving the assessment, would disappear along withit. . = oo gL

45, If my proposition regarding tke futility of maintaining the stafus quo be diéputéd, |

more than ten puttas, - - ‘ . I IR

let the Board ask any one now to single out the Mirassidars from the Puttada;s of a rvillage of :
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48. A Mirassi share consists of the namber of shares assigned to the villags in the ancient
Pangumalie Account, which I must observe, to begin with, is not now recognized by Government.

2 It follows then, that the Mirassi right departs from
every piece of land, other than a recogaized fraction detached frem its original Pangu by sale for

arrears, private sale (Kandakrayam,) by transfer, or by relinquishment. Almest every kold’ag is ;

- vowcomposed of odds snd ends of Panzuas acquired in some of these ways, and bas no relation’

whatever to any Pangu. ‘ A c . S :
47. The so-cslled Mirassidars thiémselves would Le the £rst to admit that their possessions

~ have no reference to the old Pangumalai, .and to express their inability to distinguish the lands

which they are Mirassidars from thase in which they are not. This fact, and not a large body of -

Sugavasis, groaning under supposed wrongs, is the cause of 8 great portion of the Samadayam
puttas. Mirassidars object to a Payikari Darkhast, and the land is made over to thera in propor-
tion to their shares. Dut none of them know their shares. So it goes into the Samadayam putta,.

and eventually, after much talking and arguing and making of terms, it passes into the posses-. .

sion of some of them, who, ag I haye skown, and not Payikaris, form the bulk “of t_he'gl‘lgiyf."tors
under the Samadayam putta. ‘ o o

48, To show, farther, what T mean, I shall take the case of & village- whose Mirassi has =
"+ from the above causes admi ttedly disappeared. I refer to the Kasba Village of Mgdurautakdm,_ .

The cwner of & fraction of one of the shares, 4. ¢, a fraction whose division is 16, 32, 64, &c.,“ ‘
used also to be considered a Mirassidar.

.

paying an asgessment of over Rupees 10,000, Mr. Place in paragraph 89 of his report, dated 6th

June 1799, states that it and its dependant villages were then divided anfong fifty-two Mirassidars.
At the present day, there is not one holding any recognized share. The villagers admit that there
is no Mirassi, . o : o o ’ '

' 49. This has been the fate of Mirassi in every other district of the Presidency. In Tinne-
velly, Scath Arcot, Madura, and even in Tanjore; in which it is deseribed as having bLeen at one
time even more pretenticus than in Chingleput. The only vestige of it 'left, remains under the

. ordera of the Board and Governmont. * The Durkhast Ruley Bay thatthe option of taking up waste

- remairs of the ancient system. The same here,w . - 3

*the dificulty in collecting the revenue ?

];nds applied for by an outsider shall be £rst allowed to lthe !:esident,cultivgtors,' This 13 the sole

r

50. Why thes, it will be asked, $he vast extent of waste, and whenc;thg heavy arrearsand
I can discern for the former no sufficient reason but bad”

- habit. « From the time of the Dubashes up to the present, there has always been a powerful body

of officialg in the Preéidency Town in a position to procure at least a favorable hearing for any

_ Ppretensions put forward, - The Government, ever generously ready to protect and foster the vested

LE

interests of ths cultivator, has locked upon the Chingleput District with special interest. Owing
to the above circumstances, and its nearncss to Madras; disputes, claims, - and complaints, which
would never be heard of beyond the four walls of & Moffussil Collector’s Cutcherry, have been
erdered to be inquired into, investigated, weighed, and decided with -4 caroful tenderness, and too
often with expressions of hesitation, and donbt, and even admissions Qf'-.'th_é, exceptional n}stpfg of
the tenure of land in this district. - * A SR A

-

. ) e - i P L ,'"‘f:‘_,'.» :' e . --_ 2
51." Qut of this,” there has grown up & custom of assertiag pfetemsions regarding Mirmssi )

. which really have no foundation except in assertion. - I have pointed out, for instance, how in

regard $o Swatantarams, the Mirassidars have no claims whatever when they have not themsclves

* provided the Payikari. ‘They find it impossible as enlightenment advances, and as labor is more and

more drawn towards the Presidency Town, to procure Payikaris to take up the waste and hold
under them on any tenure less favorable than can be obtained froui Government. The follows are

earning good wages in Madras. Many of the class from. which they were originally drawn have

riser into good position. The- Mirassidars, however, think them insolent, curse the present
_administrationy and determine that if they cannot make anything of the waste themselves, neither

‘shall any one else. They hope against hope, of gourss; that, failing subservient tonants gome of -

the family will prosper ia trade or the Government servico, and that then'_wiu como the reward of
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. ( : ‘ " ‘. !« 0.+ 58 What1have said regarding the effect of the Mirassi claims, in producing waste and
all their paing, The waste will at last be taken up aud added to the family property. A Payikari SRS I - . ‘keeping the district poor, applies withoust reserve to sll unirrigated (dry) waste. In regard to
therefore, though as good in other respects as themselves, has come to be Lated and to be con- Do) R - .irrigated (wet) waste, however, it must be regarded as one only of two causes. ’ .
sidered the enemy of the futare advancement and the destroyer of the anc‘xezxt_ dignity and position ad R ! . "’ 59. The other and a very important one i3 the state of the irrigation works, [ respectfully
. . . - . L4 - 4 . i N B . - oy eyn . e
of the family of each Mirassidar of the village. . = . S ' i submit that Goveroment is asruming a very grave responsibility in respect to the condition of
. o . . . . " i . e . . . . . « .

52. The continued success of the many means which have been employed to keep out the S - theso works,  There are 1,563 irrigation worka in the 1,600 square miles f‘ffflﬁlng the Sub-divi-
kated Payikari from taking part in the cultivation of the village, has re-acted on the districtin: * : A sion. There are of all sorts river channe:ls, flood and epring ; 1«'_“‘83 tanks with perennial supply ;
this way, that, by preventing competition, it has taken away the stimulus to honest labor and the T S RN ’ | or dinary tanks, W}IOSO.BUPNY 8 uncerta‘m, but the Ehances fair; and s:riall tanks Of‘ef_\ .badf:y
desire for improving holdings. The Mirassidars secure from intrusion, are utterly supine and ! -y ; situated, whose su;.aply i3 precarious. The total number us taken by me at ‘35’" J:?mmabadx is 124
indolent. Many of them are absentees, and kardly ever visit their lands, which are let to others. T I oo chzmne'ls and 1,435 tanks °.f all sorts.  The general condition ‘?f all these works is ono of meglect

- Many kave sunk pari passs wiih their continued exclusiveness, until the Chingleput District, o -t sud ruin. . . ‘
which, from its superiority in having a fine market at its door, first rate communications, 8 very ».. P . 3 60. It is not necessary to explain the causes of this in any great detail in this place. It
favorable climate and rain-fall, and many other advantages, should have been the best, has bécome SRR B \ . ;may, however, be well to indicate two : Ist, the impracticable constitution of the Department of
the most wretched and the poorest in the Presidency.” - S . N B ) : Public Works, and 2ad the totaily insufficient sum annually devoted to repair.

53. My remedy for this great evil, as stated above, is to make the land free. There would :* ,"', S = l 16]' .Thi co}:a se(;l'ucnce‘ Offth: !a'tte.r 13. that, e]: oo mh{zlo_o;i 'yea.rs, mach Xanduls ]cfft waz;e,
be a little grasping at first, owing to the rush which would be made by the Mirassidars upon every L \ I ; f;:re g owmgfo ¢ f l;srepmr ot the 1rr1g:;tu:n Zgr - w_,] et, n ang s;a.son at'al i avoraf &
field they have any chance of being able ever to cultivate. This,"however, would soon care itself, SRR | Pae ! d_ia‘“;o“"; o ‘;;Sfe ecom]es egor:nous an 'en'l seriousiy to r e““'k t e;:matena profgress of a
and the land finding its way into the hands of persons willing to improve it, the general progperity . SRR DU . / IE rxc.(,iw eret 176 are a.trea ’; o0 matlr;y Slm.‘ a: age.nlczes atdwor i v;ry o?rner'o pr;pe;ty

. % . - ge ar ¥ gal 3 !
and progress which would result would soon far more than counterbalance any temporary i : . B i amde a corlain percen age to Provice agains aco ex?t and to meet cterioration, and the
a . - . ) o o ~ - repair of wearand tear. With this vicw the foresight of former Governmenis set aside a
derangement. X ‘ certain portion of th der the title of Yeri Merah, or tack hich, with the
. . T A S I . eertain portion of the revenue, under the title of Yeri Merah, or tack cess, which, wi e

54. There is another way. When a Durkhast is presented, let an upset price of two years' R | " Kadimaramut or village labor which ryots were bound to render, was considered suffcient for the

revenue be put on the waste, and let it thon be sold to the highest bidder. - A similar course, - cen i i proper up-keep of works. . ’

v - . . - . . N N ; o = . < i i . * . i .

exceps .the upset price, is even now pursued in ap phcatx'ons for waste, bought in by Gover}::ment ' IS g 62. This arrangement is, however, now quite forgotten. "Allotments are now made on no
, 8 auction f;{_a}'fférs of !'e;’;inh'e-' Peo{’}e taL'e ;:fxre of szﬁ th_er_pay fOf"; Govem'meut.wul get SR . sucheystem. Only the above cess continnes to be collected. The consequence of this is that

good cultiva ors aad even Mirassidars will k?sxtale bf‘fom xn:reetmg a tasgible sum in t}xe purguit [ .+, most of the works are more or less in ruins, that hardly a single one ia efficient, and that some

?f what they will come sooner or later to see is a hop d‘i’;? .chm.zerz?. Much of the coereive process e | are almost obliterated from mneglect. The ryot is left in despair and poverty. To realise the
, 1s.due' to tl.:e reclfleiss struggle for waste, when a Payikari gives a I?urk.hast' for it. If tke v -“ : _; wherewithal to meet tho Government demands, even,the straw, which should sapport Lis

Muassu}ar Becures if, he too often finds that ho has not the means °f: cultivating it to advantage. A ! ! eattle through the hot months, and supply manure for his fields, is carted off to Madras and sold.

It remains w.'aste; Ho cant pay ﬂ_”? assessment. Fart of his hf’l"i‘mg tor, may be, his house- NS - The cattle have thus deteriorated till it has become the worst breed probably to be seen anywhere,

hold goods) is sold by Government in default.' On the otker hand, if the Payikari, often a pauper, TR L « , and they are so enfeebled that disease, which is hardly ever absent, finding an easy prey sweeps

18 successful, a similar result often teaches him too late the folly of his ambition to cultivate when ‘L-f‘! : . ' them off in immense numbers, Here we come to another cause of the waste, a reaction from the

. . . . . - . . S ’ . i ' . . . .

he his -not hc-aplta.l.' Hehdxsapp;:rs IWh;m' the}};nevgaplebhme f‘"‘ payment arrives. C_oer?xve ':{h}_{:‘_\l -F Lo mzin one. The destruction to cattle produces inability to cultivate, waste, loss of revenue,

Pmcevi n bl? casef;s a sham. " 6 lan: 13. goid an 13. ought in by Government at a nominal i NE '} poverty and backwardness, compared with other districts. Moreover, the soil _of the district is

gum, there eing of course nf’ idders. This latter case is of very frequent occurrence. S I "\ itgelf generally of inferior quality and easily exhausted. - Large tracts are miled with soda and lime.

55. T have now shown I trust successfully that the Samadayam puatta is ot the cause of any ATV { " . Scientific improvement has yet to be tried. The ryot does nothing towards this end. Even

- difficulty in collsctions ; that we cannot interfore by separate registration between a Mirassidar . . i,ordinary manuring and rest are not universal if water is available, ]
and his sub-tenants, for this would lead us to interfere with his private putta next; that g ! - 63. X gave as my first cause the impracticable constitution of the Department Publjc Works.
Mirassidars have no sort of right whatever to Swatantrams, when Government, for the seourity of i This bardly needs proof. The state of the works is sufficient justification for the desertion, The
tl}l.e revenae, gravts a putta to a Payakari for waste ; and that this is quite a new and unheard i v " ¢ upper portion of the staff seems to be too strong and the subordinate establishment much too
of claim. Finally, I bave traced the revenue system u to date, giving the result of seven years' ML : wek. It is notorious that the department is in extremely bad odour with the ryots ‘
o . ‘.‘y p 1 \ ¥ ° :D_ ",‘fn:ng“m‘ s 3 ) L i 0ab ) . Y_ «‘ ‘ i fe 1y , and no
Inhimate aoquaintanca with sch piatiers and eloss Ingnirios ints the faner Lfe of the people ; and ey L wonder, when they.trace their poverty, rightly or wrongly, to its alleged incapacity and neglect.
I have made a proposg! for the redemption of the waste wkich, I am ecnvinced, is just and known oy { It is consequently not en rapporé with the cultivators, who decline to render it any assistance,
. to be feasible. + - .. . . . ‘ : ’ K y or to have anyiling to do with it. They even go 50 far as to refuse to take from it the contracts -
. : . : . -~ ; ¥ : . ; S
) 56, Having then showed how the arrears do nof arise, and what is not the cause of coercive - L . for gne repair of the villags works. . ' ’ E
“process, I beg indulgence for a very short aceount of what ia, ' L . " 64. For this state of things I have frequently urged the transfer of ordinary repair and
. - . o - : ; . " . S 4 >y minor new worka to the Revenue Department, under whom the villagers would gladly execute
.87 If virtue were not alwa.ys fOfced to be x'ts own reward, the Governmont might justly 3 % them. - This plan has also been sanctioned by the Secretary of State as far back as 1863.
expect that the tenderness and consideration with which it has treated the claima of the Mirassi- Py g . \ .. . .
‘ e g . “ . S, . ; ‘ *65. I am also strongly of opinion that Government should set apart a certain percentage of
dars_ would have produced an easy-going district, the ryots sleek, the revenue paid “with . - : o . .y e . e e . .

. . LT, . <. : . the revenue of each village $o be dovoted”exclusively to the repair and renewal of its irrigation
punctuality, and arrears and coercive process unknown. It is admitted that the opposite conditien - '\ work d that tl; Collect d Sub-Collector should ‘have power, whes making th 1
of things has been realised in fact. ) ' : j Works, and thak the Lollector and Sub o : powern N 4188 the annua

. . y e !
SR : S
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settlement, to allot from the fund so created 2 sum sufficient to maintain the works of each

village in efficiency. An Overseer attached to the office could take the hecessary measurements
and frame, in conjunction with the office staff, the necessary estimate, which would then be for-
warded to-the Tahsildar for execution, This is a simple scheme which ; would be intelligible to
the people, and remove a great reproach Government would have little trouble in framing rules
to secure discretion ia the exeroise of the power thus granted to the Collectcr and his subordipates,
and proper supervision of their proceedings. .

66. There ia no doubt that eome part—a considerable part—of the difficulty in collectiona is
produced by the poverty, whose causes I Lave described. . Unless tlxerefc)re the tax-gatherer, in
- the shepe of the Tahsildar, ia sharp and can collect the assessment before the Government share
of crop leaves the village, it becomes an arrear most dificult to recover, for the Mirp.ssidars, who
reside in their villages, are often poor and in debt, and ia any case too ready to spend in

marriages and other costly luxuries the money which, on the sale of their grain, should have ‘

-been set aside to meet the Government demand. Those who are absentees, on the other hand,
are represented by pauper rackrented tenants, and the produce, once allowed to leave the
village, there is then ncthing on which to levy the kist exzept the land ; and here again- & moss
troublesome arrear is produced, requiring correspondence with the Collectors of Madras and
eleewhere, diversified by frivolous objecticns to the demand or attachment, set furth with all the
arts known to the law agents of the town. ' -

© 67. To prevent these things, to ensure punctuality in the payment ‘of collection of kists, I

" have striven earnesily for years. I have had, howevér, to contend with some of the very worst
af:ecimens_of the Tahsildars peculiar to this distriet, and for a long time s every effort seemed to
be in vain. The officers in question are all wedded, for reasons whick are best known to them-

- eelves, to the idea that the normal étatg of a talug should be one of arrear, and when hard - .

\ pigssed #ill give any nuwher of great reasong why no one has ever been able to collect the
revenue of late years ia this district. Chief among them the spectre Mirassi right is always
dished up. As I was perfectly well aware that, except in the indirect way of producing poverty,

. this did not exist as a cause, it was a matter of little difficulty to see that, uatil the old staff was |

weeded out, improvement was impossible,

€8. There are now jn charge of the Madrantakum and Conjeveram Talﬁqs two men of a ; 

different stamp. : The Chingleput Taksildar has just retired after a course of conduct worthy of
- the old echool to which he belonged. This has always been the most wretched and troublesome
. talug in the district. Sceing plainly last December that prompt measures were required I

relieved the Tahsildar of the duty of collecting the revenue and took it nﬁyse]f.; Arrears for

wany faslis were outstanding, and the accounts were in great confusion, I have reduced them
to order, - o .

- 69. The following is a statcment of how matters stood in Hadrantakum; the largest -tafuq .

in the district, on the 31st March:—

-

— - ™ —— - =

(iullection, including X
. . | the sum recommend- o
— Beriz., .ed for remission u Balance. )
to 31st March. . R
i . ~ ’ RS, " E8. ‘ " ps.
Arrears at the close of Fasli 1283 .. ... 44,637 44,302 245
. Kist up to the end of March, Fasli 1284 ...| 2,79'335 2,74,842 - 4,493 °
Total...| 3,23,972 319,234 | 4738
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! Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
: 1th July 1815, '

The balance on the same date in the prej}ious‘ ten years was as follows ;e

! i ] .
P 'Statcment showing the state of balance in the ‘Madrantakum Talug during the last ten

Faslis on the 31st Marck of each Fasli,

Faslia. Arrears. Current. Total. v
" ‘ .

< . R3. A. P. . RS. A. P, R3, A, P.
1274 ... ...| 22026 6 3 77,167 8 1| 99193 11 4
: 1275 ... ...| 22787 3 5 36,855 7 8 59,642 10 8
: 1276 ... .| 12,856 2 4 82,317 12 3 95,173 14 7
A 1277 ... ...} 17,608 4 7] 88,702 5 7 1,06,311 10 2
o 1278 .5 ...| 33,529 210 83,480-3 5| 1,17,003 6 3
. 1279 ... ... 82425 0 9| 1,11,815 14 10 1,44,210 15 7
‘ 1280 [ ... 30,569 7 '8! 1,77.154 4 2 2,07,723 11-10
1281 L L] 3L,250° 8 11) 1,83.602 10 7 2,14,952 3 6

. 1282 ... ... 21,672 5 9| 128202 6.9 . 1,49,874 12 6 e

, C 1283 L 36,454 9 2| "86,674 13 10 1,23,129 7 o '
s 12BE e [ *7,168 12 4 4,493 111} 11661 14- 3
. . , . ’ but really 4,738 only

;‘ Bupeﬁa 6,723.15-4 baa been recommended for remission, and the remainder, Bupees 845.13.0, is th; balance bu—b;
collected, .

Words are useless in the face of such figures, - :
70. It seems slightly absurd, from its very palpableness when stated, but my third proposition

.

. lis, that a great portion of the arrears and coercive process is due to want of promptuess which
Want of promptitude breeds-

had growninto a custom on the part of the Tahsildars of this district.

arrears, which again require chercive process for their ~realizm&im&, and Ican conceive nothing

‘more detrimental to the welfarelof a district, or more demoralizing to the ryot, than the frequent

Fecourse to eelling the holdings of persons who would never have been in default but for the
Incapacity or neglect of the officers of Government. ’ i _ o

7L, Another great defect in the administration of this district which tends to the same

- end is that the office of headman (Morigar) in villages is bonorary and hon-héreditary. I have

frequently brought thia point to notice. The Monigars are supposed to make the collections, and’
- to b responsible for punctual remittance of the various kists. Having neither pay, position, nor

. “hereditary dignity to lose, these officers have got out of the way of performing this duty ; and, until

b
/

within \the']asfs two years or 8o, every rupee of revenue had to be collected Ly the taluq subordinates,
, who were compelled for this purpose to visit esch village.. The position of the Monigar should
clearly be 7assimilatqd to that of the headman of the other Tamil Districts. I have made a
beginning, and they are now working much better under promise that their offices will be properly

o endowed and constituted during the new settlement now in progress under Mr. Puyckle's suspices;

' ‘and it is noticeable that, in the Madrantakum Taluq, when this system was first introduced, and

«

is in most complete working order, the collections are also more punctaal thag elsewhere, and
the arrears nominal merely. - . - . . S -
. .72, Abother point. ‘The kists do not represent in practice the periods when the ryot has
any crop torealize. They stand 88 below e - et T ' -
- .. November... .. ... .. .. "5 percemt. -
‘ ‘ . December ... ... ... .. ... 10 " do. | h
. Coo o denwary el L e 150 dowl -
_— . February ... wi i wee we 20 Qo -
! o March ... 1. . vee e 20 do.
B Aprili. ' we e v e 200 do

T oMay s vl veh e e w10 do.
g ! / i P . { vl‘: . —— .
by e Total... 100
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The bulk of the ryots re:;p nothing till January. = It is their convenience we must principally

consider. The well-to-do can pay at any time. A theoretically perfect scale of kists is no boon
to them, and they would prefer receivin g visits from the tax-gathercr as seldom as poesible.. The
- months, when the cultivators generally have reaped their harvest and are in funds, are the first
four of the year. Itwould expedite work, and would be considered a boon by the people if three
of the prestut kists were owitted, and the Kistbundi re-arranged as follows :— A
A January ... ... . 20 pereent. T

February ... ... «. ... .. 25 do.

March... .. . oo e 80 do.

April .o o o h L. 25 do.

73. I bave now explained my views in detail. I have tried to show grounds for iny ftate-
ment that the waste and the backward state of the district are produced— ‘

ese aag .

(1) By the vain hope, cherished by the representatives of the old Mirassidars, that Govern-
ment will somchow yield to their preposterous claims, and that somehow, and at some time or
other, things will £o turn out as to give them the means of taking up the waste lands, from
which they consider that no stone should be lefs unturncd to excluds outsiders. ‘

-

(2.) By the success of this mangeuvre, éxcluding the corapetition of tle willing and monied

caltivator, #nd producing indolence, sloth, and carelessness of improvement. - )

(3.} By the ruined state of the irrigation works, In conjunction with these then I attribute
the bad collectiors, the chronie arrcars, and the consequent mecessity for frequent recourse to
coercive process to the two following causes, =~ + T . .

(4.) The ind.fference, incapacity or corruption of former Tahsildars causing them to neglect
collections. S S ’ L e e
.5 The>honorary sad non-hereditary nature of the office of viilage headmen are Mohiga}.

7¢. My remed_ieg are simple and are quite within the power of Goverpmentvzo apply at once.

-182.—A eclear declaration that Government will not recognise Mirasai rights, because it is

non-existent. - . , -

=

22d.—To make the land free, or a5 least to Pub an upset price of two years assessment on ahy
piece of land durkhastgd for, and then sell it to the highest bidder. -

3rd.—The transfer of ordinary irrigation repairs and minor new works to the Revenue
Department. - . . . L e
4th.—Under each work the fixing a perceutagg of the revenue to bo set aside for it up-keep.

- 5th.—That Government should itself more closely waich collections, and rigorously . punish

any dereliction in this fespect on the part of revenue officers of all grades, . Have no arrears and 5

there will be no coercive process, -

6th.—The erection of the app:)intment of headmen into g hcreeiiﬁary office, . and provisibn‘ T
for its payment by the immediate. introduction of the Village Cess Act of 1864, This need not, -+

wait for the introduction of the new settlement. It can be done at ouce on the basis of the assesg-
 menb now existing, iu the sume wiry as the Toad Cobs 15 ovied, - o e e

Tth.—A modification of the exigting Kistburdi. o
75. I have the honor to request tha__t you will forward this report to the Board of Revenue,

-
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V Procecdings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department, /)
| ! Th July 1375, ,
, . Excrosore No. 2.
Z Madrantacum Talugq. .
1:' - = -
g , ’Aa per Hold-{ As per Hold-
. g Tagl; | Samudayam | ing of the ing of the
i No.! + Names of Villages. Berzzlé'%x;l'a.sh Putta Beriz. | Mirkssnlars’ | Payakaries
; - ‘ - in §amu. in Samu-
{ ' ST L ddyam, dayam.
! e s
' L ia - ‘
i » 7 R&, A P.| RSe A Pl BS..A. P| Rs. 4 b,
¢ 314 | Sirunavalor ... .o Lol | 644 4401 2515 78! 15 510] " 10 9 10
240 6Gadaler e 0l 872 14710]7°106 0 8] 45 9 4| 60 74
¢ 1121 Vasemtavadi... ... ... ... 32810 6{° - 4-311 4 311 o eer een
1 3813 | Pulikkoradu ... e bes 3%t -1 3 o eme aen tee sea vee : 7
¢ 324 Porayur... .. .. .. ..| 1159 0 4 ceo smr sen T
“i 146 | Hanumands Coppam ... .| - %9 4 4 819 oo eee ue 81y ~—
O | fcchestiu T ) 10613 8] 1512 1) 3V U| 1329 )
[ 41 | Kattri Ckery .., ... ... 348 9 9 36 6 7 36 6 7 cee ese eee ‘
¢ 137 | Madranticam ... ... ... 5215 6 6 e eve aen
! 142 | Mewbacam ... .. -.. .. 597 611 11 11 4 10 9 10 116
" 195 | Puliyeeranangottai ... ...| - 3761310 .10 7 8 ‘10 7 8 e ver ven
i 204 | Kulamangulam ... ... ... -138 2 0 1 3 4 113 4 er erd eme
7 198 | Kurumbarsi ... — 31513 9 3 2 4 3 2 4} ......
N 11 74 R
' 231} Vilnareyenallor Owmai ... .| ~580 510] .2015 7| 241210 5 9 o
| 207 [Pakang..> ... .. ... ..| 1,848 4 7| 10 611 0 111/ 10 4 o -
¢ 210 | Thenmariputtur .., ... e 37 48 10 710 10 710
+ 197 | Polambaeam... ... ... ... T 1310 s ees e e | e
i 201 | Chadaravedu... .., ., ... €310 4| .. .. .. ses dee ea
. 202 | Mudhugarai ., .., ... .. 224 13 11 cie eee een “ ees eue e vee an.
£ 36 | Mulunankaranai .., ... ... 58115 2 50 8 8 44 9 1 515 17
¢ 205 | Nettappakam .., Cner ees 461 6 4 7 4 4 413 9 213 ¢ -
- 136 | Marappakkam ... ... .| 211412 2| 29 811| 15 3 0| 1t 511
© 206 | Nelvoy oo it v 14010 3| .. .. .. U
v 33! Usamalai ... ... .. .. 830.4 5 0 9 4 0 9 41 ...
we o 1941 Avilimedur ... L., L L, 297 8 71 Bl 5 .21, 81 5 2 . vre uee
. 20 | Sirunallur .., ... .. - - 600 3 2! ... . cee o g, ves e
0 184 fEndattur ' ... ... ... .. 762 9 7| 13 7 3 13 7 3 “ eee one
! 183 { Ladakaranai... ... ... ... "58812 97 "1514 0 1514 o0 cos see wee
. 69 | Kattukkaranai™ ... ... ., 501 310 15112 2 7213 8 814 6
i 70 [Orattur... ... .. .. .. 1,032 10 10 26 6 1 313 0y 22 9 1
¢ 121 | Mogalvady ... .., 491 6 3 1014 .01 014 3 915 .9
743 |Kastugudalur ~ ... .., .| 46714 8 23 5 2 23 5 2| ......
© 45 1Aghili ... ... ... .. . 878 0 5 215 3 215 3 ...
v 119 | Munamalaippattu,.. ... ... 87 8 3 ... . e NPT .
. 71 {Tolnavel ... .. .. ... 271 410} ... oo | e e e ‘
i 151 | Karaeguly ... ... ... ..1. 2,115 3 7( 201 8 5| 168 3 0 33 5 5
c138 (Mulli L. L. L. . 221 6. 0/ ‘13 9 0 9 4 9 4 4 3
153 | Vilagham ... ... ... ..{ 96, 6 10 e een see PO BT
{147 | Tundam ..o .. . 97 0 3 515, 4 515 4
¢ 150 1 Aringundram ... . 2,262 9 5 2713 0 2793 0 vee Tie eee
fr' Total... | 28,969 9 3| 937 11-9] 65010 5| 287 1 4
S BN
( ‘
| 5 (Signed)  C. S. CROLE,
+ 12th April 1875, : Acting Sub.Collector.
i L D. - .
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Procecdings of the AMadras Government, Revenue Department,
L Tth July 1875. !
- - Excrosure No. 3.
. o Chingleput Taluq. :
] ‘. . As per Hold- Asper Hold. =
/ - - S Beriz of each Samuds ing of the Mj. | 4.3 P¢ f T
. " 25 - I 8 yam sy oy ing of the
| N° .l\ames of ¥ x{lafges. F‘.’;g{;gfzg’;‘ . | Putta Beriz. égf;;%‘;;sng . gayakarieq in
t, o Lands, . amudayam,,
. o BS. A. P.|. BS. A. P.| R8s a. b, ES. A. P.
- 12 - | Kilavedu .., ... ... ... 303 6 4 11511} YIS 1y ., L L
‘13 jPulleri .. . .. L 297 2 n 64 7 4} 44 6 9 .10 0.7
- 14 [Taiyeun ... .., ... .. 62513 81 9-8 5| 9 8 5| .. e eed
+15 ‘| Alagasamudram s ‘808 0 5 33 5 2 33 5 2 ... ... ..
25 | Nemmili .., .. “f L7712 2 5 4228 9 . 0 8-9 1" 42 0 o0
* 29 |Vallam .., .. . 7891 5 09 7 09 T L
115 | Vencatapuram ... . 787 0 7 012 7 012 7 e el
- 825 | Attur... e aee cens 5920 6 91 .., .. ...|.. ser ane ot aisens
- 18 ‘,Olatur sen  ets aee aan 3,‘514 7 3 2 4 10 e ees e 2 4 10 -
19 | Nariaiyeri., .. (... 178 611 .. .. N B
21 Vedanarayanapuram . A48 11 41 0 0 wee ~en ot eee s
"23 | Puduppakam .. ... ... 1,032 3 o .., .., -.. e eee aee
27 "’embakam X . e 788 - 7 8 *ee .., L . . . see soe
78 | Punnappattu <. .., ... 257 9 200 .., e e he e eee
89 Anur... e aie el 2,390 1 10 0. 6 4 . P . 0 6 4
90 | Elimichampatta .., — .. 639 911 ¢, . ... ste . res  ee
98 | Vudayembakam L3010 L, L v m vooere t ey
16 | Logandy . - C973 610411511 9 11511 R
17 - | Adapilagam . . 278 °7-01 - 4013 .1 .40 13 1 o el
20 | Tirumany ... 808 9 1. .. .. LT S IS
“22 | Mevivakam . 907 14, 61.23 0 7 .. I . 23 0 7.
. )] Sanikkalim - LT 305 910 .. e e 10 7 e any e
- 79 | Paupadinakuttam .,. ... 758 7 0 0-3 9. - vor e 0 3 9
. T 8 (Salayar . . o, 1,663 . 8 11 62- 6 ¢ 62 6 ¢ ¢ e e
87 | Vattivakam o, ., 26611 3| ... .. P BT
88 | Narasangeppam . .., 9 8 7 e T B
.81 | Mambskam ., ... 279-5 51 . oL T e e
92 | Kanakambatta ... ... 1256 4 21 215 @ 215 6 ... ... .
66 |Melwanappakkam .., ‘72513 7 1312 6 1312 ¢ ceey aee
85 | Villiambakam .., ... 2,068 6 5 313 015 1 2.3 2
-39 | Nallur - ... .. .. - 618 3 5{ 14 7 6 S 7,610, ve ! ae
‘ 48 | Andikuppsm . ., ... 140 9 24 0 .0 o1 T R
55 | Mullikelattur -,," ... ... 642- 93 12 13 10 1213 10 0 eer e
58 | Karanai v ree ane 316 9 3} 11512 5{ 115 12 5 e mes
61 | Kuluppantandalam ... ... M8 11 2 55 15, 2 6515. 211 .., ... .
« 64 Puiyur ... .., ... ... 623 11 -3 .49 6 -} 49 61 0oL,
102 " Sadras Y] ves © ’;.. S 151 12 3 TS veos e .;. Ty “an .. wen
.103 | Vumiri . 125 0 5 12 13 11 12 13 11 e mee mes
77117 | Kokkilimeda o e 652 451 11 9 7 11 9 7 e el
33 | Varagadam = .., ... ey 2022 4 81 4114 0| 4114 ¢ veny waw i
34 | Acheumakam .., 180 & 2., - .. . {.. e e o0 e e
i "36 *| Pulikkundram .., . 23110+5 814 2 "84 2 5. T
. 40 | Orattur ... v e 377 5 8 811 6.. ... ..| 8 11 6
o 4l EBeale. oL L0 00 g6111 8 M7 I 50 147 1L, 5 [ it o
- .42 | Anuvatawpallam ., .. 17314 72| 314 9 3149 Lol
. 43" | Perianippeddu .., .., ... 249, 2 11 ... T R
‘. 44 | Sinnanippeda ... ... .. 207 12 ¢ -3 8 7 3 3 7 ... ...
45 | Kattakkalini .., . LR N NN "
50 | Kanucuttangal ... .... ... 104 7.5\, ... .. L U R
51 - Kalingalumlaikuppam ... 16 3 3 cee e PR D '
) -89 | Kalipipakam .., .., ... 380 10 6 212 ¢ 212 6} ..o, o0
’ 60 | Temdcria... ... ... ... 88l 9 51 21 9.9 e ver e 21 0.9
~ 62 Melpl}ttm‘.“ ans sse ana 272 10 6 18 5 9 ll ~‘18 9 11 cn»‘ new i L--‘“
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g Proceedings of the Mudras Government, Revenie Department,
; th July 1875, i
Co : Chingleput Talug.—(Continued. )
! B v
- | As per Hold- ) .
S Beriz of each Samod ing g)f the Mi.|As per Hold- )
% No, Names of Villages. village for - ‘Pzttl:,:. }.;ya.m ragsidars in ng of _the_ .
v ‘ ; ' " Fasli 1284, eriz. Samudayam - Sayakanesm
f : N ) Lands, am4udaya‘.m.
.E P - .
g ‘ o ~ RS. A. P. RS. A. P. R3. A..P RS. A, P.
4 68 Talambedu e e | 01126 6 8 157 310 157. 3 10 e e .
+ 89 | Kersippakam .., ... . 312112 4 ... ... .. . . - ans
70 Kangayemkuppam .., .. 6314 0 ... ... .. . . v
. 71 Madalamkuppam .., ... 120215 3 2 4 0., . . 2 4 ¢
L 78 i Manalur, ... L., 200 8 9 114 51 114 5| R
. 75 | Narappakam ... .. .. 43810 51 1 0 6 L o6 ... . 7
;76 | Taitalur ..., ... . " 09313 8 1. o o e "
! 80 | Veerskuppam ... .. . 289 18/, L ... . o vee
|53 | Kandigas .. ~0 D0 Teg g | o) T T
"'17L | Rudrakoti ... RS 167 11 2 13 8 8 e u 13 8 g
-+ 172 ;| Nachamedu e 5612 6. .. ..|. o e e L
(82 Iramlidi Lo 0 T 222 75 o T Tl R ST
| on |dbemur ... ..ol 532 0 2] 870 R g™ s e
b 95 [ Tirukkalivendram ... ...| 1,649 & 2 - 8014 9y 13 1 3 1713 ¢
. 63 ' | MNandunantangal R 61312 -2 ... .. ..].. ..
§ 104" { Meyur - ., ., ... 381 6°0:... ... ..|:;] . e
¢ 26 .| Memappakam ,,. .. .. 1,459 0 6|, 8 0 6/ 830 6 ..-... .|
- P N2} Gurunanmedu ... ... .| 114513 4 9 8 84y 9838 " v
é 113 | Venbakam... ... .- 1,247 12 15 0 4 51" 0 4 & o e aan
114 ' | Dasarikolattur .., ... .. 20110 20,0 . © e e b e L .
[ 116 Kangadau ... ".,, ... .. 472 9 9., ... e . ’
v 72 | Edayatter... ... .. . 563 6 & 2.6 7 2 86 7} ..
74 | Vilagam ... ... 9114 O .. - S
! 84 Timmur- ‘:I.. awe - e 261 ‘ 0 9 LY xs EEX ] LX) 4o s - e ene aag
f.37 |Aringundram ... ... . 90214 81:201 1 4 2011 4 e e .
47 Kot(imangalum e L 195 2 1 vos ' uar: aes . aie . o eve aa.
1 Gundur v ees e 442 7 2 14 9 4 o« aen - 14 9 -4 ;
— ‘ i 2 L,ummai ves § .o 112»11 0 ..y. sse” ees L] ses sae eme swe ase ‘
-3 - Arattangal e Gee  we 158 5 6 eee  see  wse * see  eue % een  ese
- 4 | Kantalur ... ... ... .. 117 11 5 213 2 213 2 o e .
1 8 | Edayankadumantangal ... 161 3 10 1 1 101 1} 00" ~
. 7 | Pattranakam .. ... ... 393 12 3 2511 3 1213 9 1213 ¢
* .9 | Melamyar.., 1,114 7 10 1 2 5 1 2 5 v eee
. 10 { Alapakam..., ... .. .. 206 13 01411 01411
¢ 11" { Ianumandaputteri ... ...| - 136 0 34.. .. 1. e " Iee Coee
;2% '| Ammanambakam ... © 75110 3 4 8 5 4 85 ., .0~
‘i 31 1Chingleput .., . 7212 8 14 0 41 14 0 4 .. .
. 35 | Kamlayapuram..., .. o e aee
© 38 | Awmappakam. ... ... .. 6 7 4y, ... - e e
i 46  Karuppangadu... .., .. 165 7 21, ..., . ‘e eie aes e aen
1783 {Eechur .. .. ... ...l 610 3§ 8 2 7 8 2 7 N R
| 06| Veerapuram ... ... ... 1,243 47 6 5 1 51 551 5] e
. 119 | Ayappakam e e 76810 5 .24 5 7 17 5.7 700
- 120 | Kodinayalur ... ... .| - 114 1 L e O S v e
PA20 [ Manawmal ..o, L. see |7 1,482 2. 9 19 -1 i~9 r e il
:122° [ Kadumbadi ... .. . 0213 .00 .. LS e -
(123 | Melkuppam . ... -... 197 .7 8., . ... .. e e el T e
{100 [ Saidamungalum . ... ... 220 5 3 1514 6} 1514 6| .. v e Z)‘ )
ERRE Total... | 64,367 15 °1 11,620 18 4 |L451'18 10 | 177 15 6
E‘ . o . (Signed) C. S. CROLE, :
i 12th April 1875, PP I Acting Sub-Collector,
Loe ”
L
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Proceedings of the Jjafms GOUWZ?:”{"Rewmw Departmcn{, o R : |- } L ., e Proceedings of the Madras Gove;nment',’ Revenue Department, - : O‘
A( <Ry 18T — L e L ThJulyiets - |
Wit this letter, the Acting Collector of Chinglgi)ut submits a report by : S f .y ?ﬂ 3 T A ‘
Mr. Crole, Acting Sub-Collector, giving his views with reference to the papers on _ ) E . were i.ﬂlowed to accumulate; the condition® of the Village Monigars, who are not
the Mirassi question disposed of in Board’s Proceedings, 12th February 1875, SRR BN S ‘hereditary, and who are unpaid; aid a bud Kistbundy, - o -
No. 324, and G. O., 13th April 1875, No. 580, R. D. - . e I E K 7 '~ As to the first, he suggests the transfer of the repair work to the Reve-
2. Mr. Crole attributes the backward state of the district and the .extent to L T 41 - mus D‘aparfument and tle assipnment of a per-centage on the revenue for outlay
- which recourse to coercive process has been necessary, in part only to the opposi- = TN I .. .. onrepairs, The wc);kg are unquestionabl ¥ in much need of repair, and the annual —
tion of the Mirassidars to the occupation of waste lands, based on the vain hope » | '7.5‘3 SRR v' ‘ allotu}ents for their up-keep insuffcient; but Mr. Crole’s ‘suggé‘sti@s have bLeen ‘
. - of Government interference. He regards the Mirassi right as a chimera, declares . RO P ‘repeatedly made, and Lave been negatived after full discussions. . His remarksas -/
, - that it is non-existent in reality, and recommends that it be decidedly and once BT R . to want 6f promptnoss in collaction are undoubtedly well founded, and he shows' S
for all repudiated, and the preferential claim of the Mirassidars to waste land o] ‘ R  that results of the most satisfactory and creditable kind can be obtained by reéllf
disallowed. e thinks that waste land applied for should be sold by auction, and - , N P i zealous and aﬁcient offcers.. ‘ Much' depends on the up~ke3p of the individual
he observes that the right of Mirassidars to Swatantrams ?.t .best depends upon their T : g 3 “collection and balance account in thé,f:ﬁuq cutchorries, so that process for each °
having furnished the Paiyikari; - He is of opinion thay 1t 18 a retrograde step to BETEE B A o kist can be made out and issued{immediafely on the receipt of monthly remittances :
attempt to resuscitate Mirassi claims, and contrary to policy and fairness to e b from the villages, CL o e : : -
recognize differences betwcen classés of caltivators. o S L " "8 The condition of the Village Monigars is an admitted evil, but a scheme
3. There is more of assertion than of argument in' Mr. Crole’s statements - R vt improve it will be prepared in coanection with the new settlement, .
~on the subject of Mirassi right. . There can be mo doubt that i exists, - , e TR ) ~ The Board agrea with Mr. Crole iz his remarks regarding the Kistbundy,
'notwithstaqding many years of persistent effort to- crusl} it ; that it.is o.f great ST o' " Hesuggests f"gz;xf kists, January, February, March, and April, of 20, 25, 30, and
entiquity, as is indeed implied b?’, M’ Crola’s own OXpressions r egarding it; and = - ' . 723 per cent,, respactively, ", The Board think per-centage kists, which are not -so
- that it is dearly cherished. Butit s un necessary t? discuss this mat&ter at present, i o easily understood by the miss of the peopld as Anna kists are objectionable. The -
since the Government have decided that the experiment - of recording and recog-" L i} 4. - v general question of the revision of kists is wader consideration, und orders will he -
‘nizing Mirassi lands and those liable to  payment of Swatantram fees to ‘the AR DTN goparately issued, ' The Chingleput kists will be then dealt with. - ~
~.., wrassidars shall be tried, and the Director of Revenue Settlement is engaged in . R e R S A I SREE A
carrying out the order. Mr, Crole's most confident assertion, viz., that no one SRR BT LT o ’ o o Lo . A : )
can say in any large village who are. Mirassidars or what is Mirassi land, is, the - PR R L S o e e D ;
' Board are informed by Mr. Puckle, completely contrary to his experience in the 201 - ' - ’ ‘ R
53 villages in which the work has been carried out up to date. . The old Mirassi N o ', ‘ _ » N
shares or pangus have become attached to definite lands, and there is not the ‘ N O ) S LT R ‘ _ : ST j
least difficulty in identifying the Mirassi pangu lands, the existing shareholders,or - - . R A o ' | > - e
the proportionate value of each share. = R T ~ e L ‘ ‘ \ et !
4. Iis assertion that there will be difficulty  in the sub-division of the . ) o S ' . S ‘ : : - a “T.,;
Samudayam lands is also disproved by experienca as the shareholders.are found U o ‘ S - , : o . 1‘
to be eager- to divide. The Board cannot concur in'Mr. Crole’s view that the - T 4 o _ | ‘ o o ) .
difficulty of collection will be increased by sub-division; for though there willbe . = - e [ Lo o - ' ' SR
mors puttas to~ collect upon there will be no difficulty in fixing the responsibility " ol o 3 ' o . S
and ascertaining who is the real defaulter, and this is the impediment experienced * ', | vy g L o e i
at present. Mr. Crole ‘see_ms to be right 2a to the relative extent of the Samu- S JT o R T ”‘P"TH{N‘“_.,“‘fma‘u‘}’ms wna kxtfaer) v v e o .
. ..dayam holdinga,whinb,’as stated by him, ara under threa per cent. of the whole, EEEE = « Y p f " R " o ‘ | - A "‘(Sig’ned) H.‘ E. STOKE‘S, - | ok
- 5.. It is probably ‘true that the unsatisfed claims of Mirassidars todueson = ° R ? : S T S - R 'l-A&ting Seoretary. ; ‘,.:"[ . ;i
waste lands is not the sole cause of the evils which it is sought to remedy; butit. . RN R o S R L - — S . ‘ N ‘/l;'\f'" '
JIs one cause, and the removal of it will pr?‘bably have a good effect. | N i .. - No. 8. - Ogper THEREON, Ttk July 1 875, No. 1,925. . =g, It
6. The causes which in Mr, Crole’s opinion have been ‘most operative arg | R R R , — ‘ ‘ ‘ A
the ruinous condition of the irrigation works, owing to the impracticable comsti- . | . . ? . , Land Reven“,e' No. 4. ~ Recozrpep,
tution of the Public Works Department, and to insuflicient allotments for repairs; - . -« ; , - o
the inefliciency of Tahsildars and want of promptness of demand, whéreby arrears . < ﬁ - (True ‘I‘C_xtr’act.) . ‘
, S o S ? g AR S B “(Signed),@A.MACGREGOR, -
S L S RN R SRR R il Acting Stecretary to Qovernment,
.‘ R - . - L : :, hz }' 4 ' : ; e . ‘ L i" l . .
- i i Cwntade ] o .
;_’*“:'-' ,.:eask T e e et s __ﬂ: ' St Bl D e o e “. r O 1 \!:*"';;—— 'L ® . -
T e i = B e o SR T TP dar.d S LR S N




Bhe Ar g T oo a 0 ¢ b e l e

03

’
~

g

T “lar

.
IR ~
B .
[ o R TR N
. - J— . ]
S - ) L
. R
2’ .
s - ‘-l .I -
-
-
.
- e
. . - N
. o e
¥ " s ‘ﬂ‘iv ‘
R L
R VI
Coh
B LI
1 T
e
W e .
-

-
RPN e *‘"‘hj )

.
-
.
. e
g o i e
PR

Qmmmﬂ >,

f

s

-~

“*_“@/w‘—«’ ik L ,,-.m Fe ik L

ct

o U W S

' E 44
FHTL

Ny
&

de !

t M
L

SR
(33

gt g 5(

L ey
@

ks, !
oo

. cw o
st e £

apepy
e

14

i

'lrh.uh

Qg
P
o ]

“f

4

Py

i

L

. E:?Ar !

4f A B ey G

Fogeahd
F il
mrend o
-

ek

rﬁm“’um‘
- i

Ipau"mﬂ s "

e
{&hn

, "

H.Z
- ‘ 7‘, ‘.
. ’ _‘5
- ]
1 ‘:"E
=
- ":“
BN .
/ﬁj'
AN

>

v
4
it
'f
-
A
P
».i‘
-
P
‘;‘
- ]
"'
. .2
£ -
-
.
-
f
«
. J.
- K
R L]
D

— meT——— e Qi i b b
Ay . 0 . . . lu‘
‘0 [ - o
" o t U - e ot
3 v N EA -
‘ i
» r , ' Revexce DepartMENT
: )
o : : o
4 No. 0 ‘
. * "
! o e E
{ v k
. E" | [
- S
' B 5 4

. Dated

[T

Bt

AL . . w
N ¢ @, s - o
V by cry i
L e ' oy
syt 3. . .
, YL e
LI i

% bﬁwém«i afw( Cffﬁ- -
fulig,w x. Ak toaccet
turgniton. “7
.(m ¢}. //4: /&%""
Zj/{., ia{&um //fw:, MJM

| s,

Q"Inc lﬂf{c\' éﬂwpi’

;!!l

f\,w




3

A g Ny

et my-'”;;“'.'f“au,,. .

e

R e

' . . e s T4 R L
. Z : R T L R T TP «"i‘,ﬁ:‘
"a ’1‘4 c” 7 5‘2! o : | LR ¥

. . m

' .
. See v a

— Ar—— o

5

o b s ke gt e oo M s ks b -

N e i “‘[
g e T
A .

’ Y S'Liﬁ%hﬁ . ,:;“*‘.!

.
1
”- N
* \
. ) b
s
-
I
[
i
. (.
|3
1. 4 PY
N » '
aw T .
L, . b f 3
w s ] [
;Y -
Y, "'v.
. - 4

LI
] iwa}"

- .~ 'lq N
L TR LAY
A
o ’tﬁ-@?'i; '.j,.‘q; 1

.

. i ERT

4~ E

W R
N \

Vo Bl B T

W e LY

IR PP TP

N

: ooy
g ,
P Be e ey,

. N
——y .
W .,,;a't‘l - i S
M e
Lo ' %,
i - "y . . w |
A NP L .
3 ":“""g‘L" A B b S .’,%?u %,
. ' "‘ W
a iy bt n e
.

[

© A U g,

"o s

-

x"
'
aA’
T
. .
-
P
. -
- 1_.
s
“
] 4
< .
..
.

e

. »
R
L
~
. .
. * A
-
' v
T
o
~
- 1
'
-




T e “"““L""::,- - Wl L Y NESEE DU - . e:. "“ Vﬁ-/‘,.:,;ﬂ , T G ‘\i

L. . . 1,! ',j“ m ‘ Bty ol m7-w:~. p . ’4‘;"
s : } : ‘ R T R R Y S T e s d . o . T
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. . N ' No. 1,415 . . /}//
- . - : . L S s ot , PROCEEmws oF TIE BoaRp oF szmuz, dated 25th May 18; 5 : \ -
SN o e ‘ PR ”-“-..::V.‘%E - e v . .
| o w«. e T o = A - 1 ’Rea'l the followmg letter from R. J. MELVILLE, Esq., Acting Collector of the .
. ) I S g, T : ‘ R ;" Chingleput District, to II. E. STORKES, KEeq., Acting Secretary to the . -
: T R ;’\: : e, o | L ‘Board of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 17th April 1875, No. 189:— . . '
S0 - ] o - PR I'HAVE the honor to forward, for. the Board’s erusal ori e
S o 4 o F O R 0 R D E R S T ] 1 it b P iginal report (to be R
. ‘ . Py f { ; o returnec )regelve rom the Acting Sab- Collector, dated 12th iostant, No. 201, - o
I e o s A e a . : (~cmtammg his views on the Mirassi questmn thch is now engatrmor the- attentxon R
/ e . AR 8 NS : . of Government : : . , . : <
SR . . ; R .., : . . . : R ) ' i
o ) : - : - . ; ; e, i S B , : ' fe
'}‘ .‘; e ';:? > 4 ) . - . ~ R PR Ad L. s ek S /. ‘f‘ /AN‘ 4 < . ' . : : we : ‘ . P . ’ '
{ ‘;:1,"; . e . . o : / / ) A LA ' — E\'CLosunBWo 1. C e :
é, :.: S £ ; . >‘ From C . CROLE Esq, Actmg Sub Col!ector, to R. W. BARLOW, Esq., Conector of Chmale. : ,
{ Y . . A . ) . ‘ \ o put dated 12th Apnl 1875, No. 201. )
é W A u - T . - : , o o . : Z T uave the honor to acknowledve copy of Board's Proceedmgs dated 12¢h Febmary, contain- ‘
L7 sl . . - ' o ‘ - Lo Co e . % ing your report on Mirassi tenures, and forwarded to me for - my information. A few days after-
Y A : Lo : e .
IS S B : , ) . IO ‘ ‘ ¢ 'wards the remarks of the Director of Revenue Settlement thereon were recaxved with the . -
. k 7 - Board's order on both communications. — o - '}
: 5‘1 P E _ . i 2. Under ordmary circumstances, I should be tbn last to canvass the opinions of my o
N A “ Lo ;fr 4 . s - ; superior. = Even in this important matter were the difference m views slight, instead of being . .
‘;‘ E 1 e S P ‘r e AT R e T, ¥ 3 diametrically opposed, 1 should hesitate- long before disputing your positions. But, after as B
AR I . N g /}‘ P "‘ PTI : A T e . . % diligent and extended inquiries, and as much deliberation as I have been able to give the subject ‘2
§ S i . S R RO ":;,&,7 ; R VI S SR E ’ " during the three wecks which have intervened since I recexved the Board’s Proceedings, it seems ;
\ o P ENIPTIE L b . S T -t + ’ ,' to me a duty I owe the Government that before they sanction proposa.ls which I honestly believe ‘
s T YT e A Lo e TR IR T * to be misconceived, they sho*uhi have before them views denvad from eeven years’ expenence ag :
’ v - . o f 7T o T E f Sub-Col ector of this district. . . : . g ‘
PERE o, , ) " ’ 3. The or;go mali sppears from the various referénces to be that the cbromc state of
2 Novarofowns f 5 " arrears and the” frequency of- resort. ta cocrcive process has attracted the attention, first of t.he )
. - '?\;i£=f(~"’ HE {L f X Governmenﬁ of Madras, and subsequantly in a despatch of 1874 drew ammalversﬁcns from the = > e
o ) S ) : L : AebecretaryofStabe v - R : - o
- . . i . N B 3’ 4. Among many reasons a.dduced to account for the posmon of bad eminence in these : .
) . LT . oo E - o oo ' . matters occupled by the District of Chingleput, thé ** Mirassi system " ia the only one seriously ’ )
- ' , T e - ) S " urged in the various papers before me. Accordmoly lt is to the nnprovement of that system
LT . T » o ‘ - R : : T that you point the Doard as a panacea. c - . s
o ) ' . o D ’ A i ' s .+~ 5. For thia purpose you advocate two measures— - . L <
. - g - ) ’ ) ) -, ;” (1) The recognition of ‘the right of Mxrassxdars to Swatantrams from Payxka.ns. hereafter _
| : .o A N e T . : § acqmrm” puttaq ) . E ) L
1. ' E I ' c R [P b (z Y. The grant of sub-recexpts to tenants in tho bamataya.m holdmg ' ’
i . ‘ R o - E . ‘. ‘ ‘&“‘ - 6. The Director argues—and in my opmlon properly a.rgues—-—a.gamst the adoptwn of the '
.. . - R L T ’ ' : f seconi of these, a3 being an unwarrantable interference between landlord and temnt andIam .
C o . - . - ’ B X " gtrongly of opinion that our troubles in regard to Mirassi have only bezun, if We recognize any - S
i el T - y S L R " . one but the holder of the putta as the tenant of Government. Until his sub-tenant produces the ’ ‘
| 73 ‘ , . N B S : o : . decree of a competent Court, showing his nghs to the land in his holdmg apart from hig Mirassi-
S TR LS T e e ey e - [ L - " T
: L e S A ' . dar we should look To tEt-tatter alone to pay what is due to Government for **his ocgupation of i
h [‘d L ‘ ’ . 1t3 soil ;'* and it needs little demonstration - to prove that fiscal and other allied consxderatxons :
. . . D '* apart, i “would be very "jropolitie to allow thess under- senants to think that they have any real - " :
X ) . . o E gnevance not mseparable from their posxtmn as tenants. - L R AP
‘ ' : N . ‘--‘ . 7. 'The Director proposes, in lieu of your remedy, to sub-dxvxde according to ‘the Mirassi |
'abares the land entered in the Samadeyam puttn. "As I ghall show below, this putta has little to
R 4 1 mt.h the arrears but, even if it had, I ask how sab-dxvxsmn coulfl gssist us in their prompt !
; - - . TE: . ot RN o o T . . . oL : . .3
f o -
* 1? "" , , E
] o L o el - "‘ e im0 i \ ) 2 , W : ‘
Voclmse TITET N sewmioam s aaa T e et D X '-%{3 | | B ; L ‘ } - : N =74
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.. Civil Courts, according to whose decisions we register, - The *¢ Payikari”

AR

go“eétion. Sub-division means sev‘eral,'perhaps a hundred persons to be asked for the assess- .

went instead of one. It means the collection of 100 items for one, and, in default, the same
number of demands and attachments with the subsequent procedure following thereon multiplied

accordingly. At present the Samadayam putta really gives no trouble whatever. I adduce, in
- . proof, the frequent complaint that a sub-tenant’s offer of assessment was refused in the interests
of & Mirassidar. It must be remembered that the property of each Mirassidar in the village is R

jointly and severally responsible for the whole of the assessinent due on the patta in question,
and, as a ‘matter of fact, it is found in practice in the gub-division to be the best putta in the
village from 8 collection point of view. ‘ ' UL

" 8. In what I have said abave, I exclude the cases of a very fow villages, in which decisions .
of the High Court have produced confusion and bad spirit. - Kattrambakam ani Navalur in Conje~ .

‘Veram Taluq are two. In such villages the tricks and fraudas detailed by you do prevail, but the -

- same might have taken place anywhere else, and the description is not applicable. to any but.an

alone the other ? I maintain that both in regard te private and Samadayam sub-tenancy, a very
fair and practical understanding exists.
parties. - ) . ,

9. -The Director endorses your ealculation that ** one-third"” ** 30 per cent.” of the gross

) “cultivated area is, in this district, held on Samadayam putta. This assertion so startled me that

*. X ordered 100 Curnams of the Chingleput Talug in my camp for the J amaburdi where I received
the Board’s Proceedings under reply, to compile a statement setting forth the extent of holdings
of that "sort in their villages. I also caused a similar account to be prepared for forty villages in

. ‘the Madrantakum Talug. The result was 2:75 per cent. and not 30.

. -10. More than that. Out of that 275 per cent. only 50 is held by under-tenantas, the

remainder (2 25) being in the direct occupation of Mirassidars, and, consequently, to the former -
and smaller fraction alone can your remarks apply. I append a slatement showing full particu- .

lars. The villages were not sclected ones. S

- insigoificant minority. The private lands also of Mirassidars are in the hands of tenantry to a
much longer extent than is supposed. If you interfere with the tenantry of the one class, why let E

Witness the entire absence of rent suits between the -

" putta is no cause of the arrears in this district, and consequently that, even if the Difector ia-

able to sub-divide, which I much doubt, such a step will afford no assistance, but rather produce

immediate, though probably not eventual, harm to the prompt collection «f revenue. I haye
" shown cause for this opinion above. _—_ . L . (

12. With regard to the sccond remedy for the ills of the district, some
. payment of the fees called Swatantrams to Mirassidars, I regret also to have to offer an opinion

plan of eﬁforcing 2

+ adverse to yours. " I do this with the greater difidence, as this is the measure of relief from which

"the Director expects, not only to secure prompt collections and prevent arrears,
change the face of the district, by bringing under cultivation 8 large
estimated 375,000 or 154,000 acres now lying waste for want of sanction

bat actually to
portion of the variously
to such & proposal.

13. The Board might well te ** surprised to find that there is so simple a remedy for an evil - |

of such magnitude.” I would respectfully submit that great evils were never yet removed by
smali remedies, and would suggest, as throwing considerable, in limine, doubt on the present
* proposal, that it is singular that, if such a simple plan afford any fair prospect of success, it
- should have occurred to only one of the many officers who have served in this district,  many of
thern otherwise able men, ’ - C Co

»

11. 1 submit that a glance at it will prove beyord shaduw of doubt that the Samaduyam -

©14. Xagree with you in adopting the word *Payikaris'" for pe'rsor-xs other than Mirassidars;

- ‘bat for a different reason from the one assigned by you. As in
lead the Government to interfere between Mirassidars and those koldiog under them as tenants,

these days nothing would ever .

any inquiry into disputes arising between Mirassidars, and such persons may safely be left to the

«

with whdm we have to |
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‘. Jo, is & person not a Mirassidar pot in by Governmeut to cultivate waste left
-Mirassidars relinquishing or neglecting it.

. payment to each of them of Annas 12 per annum,

L R
1] . A . .

on its Lands by the

15. The only intricate question involved in this district sppertaing to the sub-tenant class,

The Payikari question with which slone Government tas to deal is really one of the simplest

conceivable.
16.  Mr. Place found no less than 1,827 out of the 17,821 ghares,

‘ into which the Jaghire was
divided, held by such persons. They were called ** Kani kudis.”” A

village called Petappur in

Madrantakum Taluq even now has them. There were also a large number in possession of hold~ -

ings, not being recognized shares or Pangus, from time immerorial. Thig large bedy Las been

. swelled by eontinual accretions, as waste was, from time to time, assigned to outsiders owing to it

refisal Ly the Mirassidars. 7 o 4 ..
- "17. Ysghall not now stop to disowss the minute differences which 3Mr. Place discovered

- between these Payikaris and the Mirassidare, They have 2ll along really been the same in the eye
~ of the Government, but it will be one of the &ffects of Mr. Puckle’s proposal to exact from'
. Payikaris taking up land in future the payment of Swataatrams to Miragsidars to put an end to’

. Mirassidars to the independent cultivation of the waste by outsiders (Payikaris),
' to enforce payment by the latter to the former of Swatantrams
* they have a right that cannot now be gainsaid.

B T LR )

- the day, y

“ricker by Rupees 23 per annum on the average. -

this equality. I undertake to show clearly that this step, besides being a retrogression from the
policy laid down by Goveroment making every class, caste and creed equal, i not required, and is
founded on a misconception of the Mirassi question. I maintain also that it argues ill for the
success of tha new settlem2nt ahoat which Mr. Puckle is taking 80 much p3ins.

18. Ycrave indulgence while I go into a little necessary detail to suppoft my positions.

.7 19, In the first place, this remedy was proposed by Mr. Fane so far back as 1868, and on

tarning to his long report, I find that the arguments now adduced, which had struck me as not
uafamiliar, 4re all the old ones sct forth by him. The Proposals were megatived by the Board of

20. In plain terms the Government are asked to buy off the resistance now offered by the
by taking steps
(fees), to -which it is supposed
i - I'skall, hereafter, adduce proof that so far from
this, it has never yet been in existence, and has yet to be establishad. T :

21 Mr, Puctle bag eonvineed himaelf on the evidence adduced in his report that the non-
payment of these faes is the eole cause of the backward stata of this district and of the l'a.rge"
oxtent of waste. Ile eslimates, and bis estimate may e accepted, that supposing the really

available waste were fully cultivated by ~outsiders, the Mirassidars of each village would be the

-

22. 1 shall suppose that the dificulty of settling whois a Mirassidar, and for what portion
of his holding each so-called Mirassidar is one in reality, and in what portion he holds no tsuch

right ; I shall suppose, I say, that this difficulty to me insurmountable, is successfully met. Take
Tirukatchur alladed to by Mr. Puckle. Thepumber of persons styling themselves Mirassidars
‘is in that village Bfty-eight. I ask the Board to consider whether it ‘19 consonant with their
! experience of buman_nature to credit the assertion that the Mirassidars of that village would,

to-morrow, allow a Durklastdar from, say, Madras to be settled on their waste lands, which would

tken pass permanently out of their power, for the almost inappreciable benefit accruing from the

23. The right oﬁer'thié waste has been truly described as “Jx‘nuch cherished and long con-

. ‘tested,”‘. It is futile to bel‘i;:;ve‘ that the value of such a right can possibly be represented by. s
*. sum g0 paltry as not to sufliee to keep the Mirassidars in betel and nut. .

24. The Government will ere long find itself wofully mistaken if, by the retrograle step of

; setting up two different classes of cultivators, they expect to see the end of the strug-

i gle between Mirassidars and Payikaris and the final security to this district of good cultivation,
. peace, prosperity and progress. I fearlyessly‘ maintain that
‘Puckle never really intended ' to comply with his terms. They were glad of an opportunity of-

the Mirassidars consulted by Mr.
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reviving a groundless claim, and they left to"the future the decision of what course they would pursue

on the aftempted introluction of the hateful Payikari into the fields of their village ; an event’ ,ﬁ o

- staved off from time immemorial by the adoption of the simple expediente left open to thera.

‘ gyant to the Company in 1763. From that date up to 1784, it was impossible, owing to the uneet;le<1 T
-state of the country, to introduce any statisfactéry eystem. ' At the latter date we are told

25. The cause of the large extent of waste is to be sought for in as different a du’ectxon
as it cure.. I shall now attempt as plain an exposition of these as I am able.
26. ~ We know little or nothing of the revenue history of the district of the Jaghlre before its

that most of the cultivators had fled to Madras, and, as regards the remainder, that the wars
of the Carnatic left listle but the bones of its former inhabitants.

27. Many expedients were tried for ameliorating its eondition until November 1734 when

Mr. Place was put in charge of the Jaglire, and bad set him the task of constructmg a eystem |

“which, while being as neally a3 pcsable in couformxty wu.h foxmer usage, would secure a proper

-

revenus to the Company. : :
28. Everything was in a state of chaos. R:ghts were undeﬁned and the admxmstrahou in .

disorder. In reducing this disorder to order, he recognized the resxdent inhabitants i their |

}mldmgs, aud the village system being then the one institution which had survived the storm of

anarchy and misrule, each village was treated with fiscally in the light of a little close repubhc

ag it was. I may remark that the mass of the culfivators were either: Vellalas or Brahmins,

and I need hard]y remind you, that these two castes represent two historical facts—the first, &

_ gradual and peaceful colonization, the second, a victorious irruption—and that both belong to ages

.whose history can now be tr aced only by reading the semi-religious . fa.b!ea etﬂl extant by the :

light of the occasional gleams shed on them by living facts.’ o
29, Mr Place has detailed the inquiries which he instituted in two adzmrable repoxts It

~is as clear as noon- day, from these papers, _that the Mxrassx e)stem and a grosil rental are

mseparable parts of the system he exhumed and introduced. . :
. 80.. Each village was divided into so many shares. The bolders of these shares cuhwated each :

year as much of the village lands belonging to their Pungus, as they were able or as the season perm1t.~ LT

ted. For this purpose they employed farm laborers (Padiyals), or contracted with su®- tenants
(Paytkfms or sugavas:s) The sharehaldcra were_ held resporsible for the realization of a fair -

revenue from the v1uave and made up from the common ﬁmd the shortcomm"s of mdmdual

" mnembers. . .

.31 It is obvious that the. only dltﬁculty was to see that ke ryots dxd not unpenl the:'

* revenue by leaving- cultivable lands wasta. This diffiealty has continued down to the present day.

s

— =

The founders of the system, however had no hesitation as to the remedy to be apphed
case the waste ** escheated to Government.”

ln such a

~ Under the sy stem ofjomt vxllage renta,ls the. Mxrassx system was m its perfechon. It '

amnunted to a contract between the owners of full shares in the village as a bodv, and the Gov- S

ernment :_for the payment to the latter of the: revenue of the village. The Mxrassndara were to
take their own way of getting this done, and as long as they performed their part “of the contract,
and a fair revenue was paid to Government, it clearly was not competent to the latter to disput ‘
the erassxdars claim to the cultivatle waste against outsiders, They let it out in their own ::;1

In like manner, the v1llage commumty claimed full nghte over quames Jungles ﬁehenes anll~ K

immemorial waste.. The claim is mtellxoxble, I think, under the above expianatxon.

33. The system was one suited to barbarous age, an uueettled country, and a Gowrnment
needing money and liitle sedulous of the future. It was too rough and unequal, however, to
stand long before our ideas of justice and policy, for it entaxled & system of rack-rent fatal, to“
thrift and progress, under which the mdustrous had to make up for  the ehortcommgs of hig less .

energetic or careful co-sharer. It soon gave way to an individual settlement  with each ryot on .

the Dittum system. It was, however, the Mirassi system pure aad a.mple, aud the individual

‘settloment gave the ﬁrst bluw to 1t. : ) . ) BN

~ t :
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- Government, |

" pleases.”

% whatevér u Lho naturo of their holdings gusad Gove ernment.

> would, in that case, have no power to grant away the waste in perpetulty to outsmers tLis being an
K mfra,ctzon of, undoubted Mirassi ngh!: :

1799 or, second, to concessions, if such there be,aubsequeutly maie by Government,
posseseed by the euliivators were derived from rules laid down&! by Government for the gunidance
3 of Revenue ofﬁeers and ryots alike. These were clearly ar-ts of Stata within the province of the

35, Let Bg see then how Mr ‘Place deﬁqcs the Mirassidar of 1799,
702, 703 and 704 of his final report to the Board, dated $th June 1799.
¢ The following definition, therefore, of Mxrasﬂx or ‘property in Iand seems to be deducible

from the discussions that have passed on it.”’ .
“ That it is ) rnght to.the use and substance of the ecil, vested ip the present proprietor,

'his heire and’ ﬂuccceeore go long a8 he does and can cultivate it anapavs}he dues of Government

and is obedient to its authority 5 and that when he docs not of cannot gﬂtxvave hia lands ; when

" Le witktholds the dues of Government or is jxeoberlxent to its au*B’umy, such parts as he

neglecta, or, in tha latter case, the whole, esc’neats to G overnment who Sbay confer it on whom it
' 3 . ,‘ .

+ *“The putentml part of the definition although ‘esgential hereat‘ter ghould. now be construed

‘- favorably, for the state of the population is so low thai a man's abilities on that account alone -

ray not concur with bis will, But when population, as may reasonably be expected within a few
years, should have considerably increased, and any proprietor may, if ke chooses, procure laborers
for the culture of the whole of hia lands, a failure to do so, should incur the penalty of losing

- them ; for whether it proceeds from obatinacy or real inability, the forfeiture is not only justifi-
able, but a daty enjoined on Government on this principle, that it must not allow any individual

to possess land for the purpose of keeping it waste; and farther, as I bave before said, that as the

revenue of the State is derived immediately from the cultivators of lands, it ought not to suffer-

from the caprice or inertion of an individual. S

. 396, Who will say that 'every square yard of waste land has not so escheated to Government
' yeara and years ago ? If this is so, Government is nght in treatmg all Puttadars, whetler claim-

ing to be Miraisidars or not as standing in exactly the same position $oit. There is no difference
On the other hand, if these lands

are held not to have so escheated, the Durkhast Rules are totally illegai, for the Government

‘s
. 37. &gam in paragraphs 99 and 100 cf :he ﬁnal report we Lavo the posmon of the ol d

| ’Mxrassxdar ¢learly stated ag follows ;— . < - ¢

¢ Mirassi is a right to use the thmg and en;oy it so long as the coadition annexad to that

- en;oyment is performed ; in other. worda 30 long as the rent is paid in money or in kind."
it - Nor does this mterprebatmn of property at all interfore with the just rights of Government,
\ fer ‘l\e cordition is clezr and explicit, that the Mirassidar must cultivate or procure the means of

cultivating bis lands, and if he neglects to perform that condition, they escheat to the lord,” who
way give them to whomsoever Le ploases.”
© 88.. The Government had prewous‘y laid down itsviews as follows in Minutes of Consultation,

~ dated Qtl‘x Ja,nuary 1796, and it bas been dumb on the question from that day and thisg: It

decla.red t”xat . the actual prOperty in the soil was vested in the State,” and the Mirassi of a village
was defined to be a preference of cultivation derived from %ereditary residence but subject to the

rizht of Govemment as the supenur lord of the eoxl in what *vay it ehooses for tke culuvat;on

¢

“of its own lands.”” :

©.89, ‘It must be remembered that the, above extracts contam Mr. Place s modified defini-

t:on arrived at after several years of close ebservatmn and present ‘the results of his painstaking

_inquirieg/into the relations of Government and the Mirassidar. It must, likewise, be borne in mind
that the Guvernment never receded from ihe position taken up in the above-quoted resolution.

For all rights

1 quote from paragrapbs ’
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henceforth be indiscriminately styled Puttadars. . . ..

romo

H

40. Itisincontestable then that, takenin the manner most favorable tathe Mirassidar,
the eystem amounted merely toa contract between Government aud tho Mirassidars for sccuring the * -
full revenue of the village. If that condition were broken, the rights of the Mirassidars ceased -

ipso facto. Inthat view, it appears inexpedient 46 ack Government to secure for them the
rayment of Swatantrams by Payikaris placed by Government to cultivate waste lands, the duty
of cultivating which lay on the Miraseidars, and has been notorious] yneglected by them for years,
to the very great detriment of the Government revenue, and the gencyal welfare of the district.

"41. Moreover, from the earliest times of our administration, it was the custom to give cowles

to Payikaris for waste which the Mirassidars persistently neglected to cultivate. Only the other
day, I came upon a case of this sort during & visit I paid to Isur, an -out-of-the-way villaga in - ‘
the Madrantakum Talug, to make inquiries into the general subject. The tota! Lolding beriz of - :

that village is Rupees 1,600, and out of that sum, Rupecs 107, I think, is due to a cowle granted .

by Mr. Place himself to Payikaris for the shove reason:  Not a sicgle Pie of Swatantram has \
ever been paid to the Mirassidars on it. - Properly so. ' The Government considered jts ‘contract

with them at an end. . It stepped in and took measurcs to secure the revenue, In these days, -
however, the Board are asked to behave differently on the ground of a usage, of which I res-
pectfully maintain there is not only no evidence, but which is conclusively ‘disproved by facts. :

For, if in any such cases Swatantrams are or ever have been peid, they are unkaown to me, and -

must be the exceptions which prove the rule. I dm aware that there are decisions of the Civil ‘

- Courts both ways. For that reason I have not discussed thew, for ‘the question hag uever been ~
. gone into by any Court with that full knowledge of the subject wkich would repay an analysis of
* any of the Judgments on record. o \ ‘ ‘

42, Asto the Government having made subsequent cdncessiom;, the reverse is the case.

=" Almost every claim set up by Mirassidars has been disallowed. They have loat their right over _
~fisheries. The Government has declared it will not brook interference with mines and -quarries.’ -

It levies seigniorage on weod cut in jungles. Tn1858-59, it forced the Mirassidars to declare once
for all how much land they desire to cultivate, and issued puttas styled at first Mirassi puttas -

for that extent. In 1863, even that pelty concession to ancient custom was withdrawn, when the .

Board directed that the distinetive headings of Mirassi and Pagikeri puttas sheald ‘ceasy, and |
that all puttas should be distinguished by a number and the name of the Puttadar ounly. In:

. G. 0., No. 796, dated 1st June 1870, it was finally declared that the Mirassidars have no right<. |
whatever £o compensation for waste lands (the eame on which it is proposed to"!evy‘_ Swatantramg) =« < ... -
"« taken up for a public purpose. This rang the death-knell of the whole system—3Mirassi then -~

became a mere nawe, & disembodied shade, which need frighten no officer, properly supported, and

prepared to do his duty. ' o ‘ o S
43. All that remains for Govérnment now is to exgrcise this ghc;st by ordériﬁg that the word

¢¢ Mirassidar’ ghall be used no more in official documents ; that ** Puttadar’® be substituted ;

and by declaring that great loss hag accrued from the neé;lecg or insbility of the Mirassidars for
years past to provide for'the cultivation of waste ; and that consequently the privileges secured

to them on that condition are atan end ; that henceforth land is free, snd will be granted to the .

first applicant ; and that Government will recognize no distinction among its tenants, who will

L . Il

‘44." If this suggea'tibn were adopted, T am certain ’Tthat‘_ land wOul‘d pass into the hands o‘ff o

theee able and willing to cultivate it and pay the assessment on it promptly, acd that false hopes

and ill-founded elaims being at an end, and the prop on which a rotten system rests thus removed, . I
- haif the trouble and all the frivolous objections, by which she Revenue officer ig now trammelled - .0

in granting land and receiving the assesswent, would disappear along with it. - .

_45. If my proposition regarding the futility of maintaining the stalus quo be dispuled, -

s

fe

let the Board ask any one now to single out the Mirassidare from the Pattadars of a village of ST

more than ten puttas,
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* .- 40, A Mirassi share consists of the number of shares avsigned to the villags in the ancient.
‘Pangumalie Account, which [ mast observe, to begin with, is not_now recognized by Government., )
The owner of & fraction of one of the shares, 4. e., a fraction whoso division is 16, 32, 64, &e., .
used alzo to beconsidered a Mirassidar. It follows ‘then, that the Mirassi right dgputawfrem’:

every piece of land, other than a recognized fraction detached from its original Pangu by sale for
arreare, private sale (Kandakrayam, ) by transfer, or by relinquishment. Almost every holding is
now composed of odds and ends of Pangus acquired in some of these ways, aud has qc; relation
whatever to any Pangu. : ) _ -

47. The so-called Miraseidars themselves would be the first t6 admit that their possessions

-

- have no reforence to the old Pangumalai, and to express their inability to distinguish the landsin
which they are Miraesidars from those in wLich they ars vot.  TLis fact, and pnot 'a_la'rge body of -
Sugavasie, groaning under supposed wron 2, ie ﬂxg‘c‘siu’sfé‘:?fa great: 1"”3‘5‘:."" of. the {513?311%,@111
puttas. Mirassidars objeet to 2 Payikari Dorkhast, gad the land is mede over to them ;t§ propor-

tion to their shares. But none of them lm‘mv their shares. . So it goes into the Samadayam‘putta;,
and eventually, after much talking and arguing and making of terms, it passes into the_‘;'{ossei.'
sion of some of them, who, aa I have shown, and not Payikaris, form the bulk of the cultivators
under the Samadayam putta. ; \ : T

48. To sh(aw; farther, what Imea:n, I shall take the case of avillage whose Mirassi has '

from the above causes admittedly disappeared. -I refer to the Kasha Village of Madurantakum,
paying an assessment of over Rupees 10,000. Mcr. Place in paragraph 89 of his report, dated Gth

© June 1793, states that it and its dependant villages were then divided among fifty-two Mirassidars.

At the present day, there is not one bolding any recognized share. The villagers admit that there
is no Mirassi, o , | '
- 49, Tkis bas been the fate of Mirasei in every other district of the Presidency. In Tinne-

- velly, South Arsot, Madura, and even in Tanjore, in which it is deseribed as baving been at cne

time even more pretentious thaa in Chingleput. The only vestige.of. it left, rerizing under the
orders of the Board and Government. The Durkhast Rales say that the option of taking up waste

* lands applied for by an outsider shall bé‘ﬁrst allowed to the resideat cultivators. This is the scle
" remains uf the encicut gyeters: - The sama hera,. v

50, Why thew, it will be asked, the vast extent of waste, and whence the heavy arrears and
the difficulty in collecting the revenue ? I can discern for the former no suffcient reason but bad

‘habit. From the time of the Dlubashes up to the present, there has always been a powerfal tody

of officials in the Presidency Town in a posision to proeure at least a favorable hearing for any
pretensions put forward. The Government, ever gencrously ready to protect and foster the vested

_interests of the cultivator, has looked upon the Chingleput District with special interost. Owing

" to the above circumstances, and its nearness to Madras, disputes, claims, and complaints, which
would never be Leard of beyond the four walls of a Moffussil Collector’s Cutcherry, have been -
ordered to be inquired into, investigated, weighed, and decided with a carefu.I tenderness, amd too
often with expressions of hesitation, and doubt, and even admissions of the exceptional pature of -
the tenure of land in this district. ‘ ’ ‘

'

51. Out of this, thera has grown up & custom of asserting pretensions regarding Miragsi

. which really bave po foundation except iz assertion, I hava pointed cut, for instance, how - in

regard to Swatantarams, the Mirassidara bave no claims whatever when they kave not themselves
provided the Payikari.  They find it impossible as enlightenment advances, and as labor is more and
more drawn towards the Presidency Town, to procure Payikaris to take up the waste and kold

under them on any tenure less favorable thau van by Ubialucd from Covernments~ The follawe ara ...
‘ ‘carninqg good wages in Madras. . Many of the class from which they were originally drawn Lave -

« - rigen into good position. The *Mirassidsrs, however, think them insolent, curse the present
o administration, and determine that if they cannot make anything of the waste themselves, neither

shall any one elsa. ' They hope against hope, of - course, that, failing subservient tenants some of

the family will prosper in trade or the Government rervice, aad that then will core the reward of
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all their pains. The waste will at hs{'. be taLcn up and added to the famﬂy propcrty

of the family of each Mirassidar of the nllage, . S ,: Sy ;:‘

-

this way, that, by preventing competition, it has taken away the stimulus to honest labor axd the

- desire for improving holdings. .
indolent.. Many of them are absentees, and hardly ever visit their l'mds which are let to cthers.

the most wretched and the poorest in the Fresxdency : : R

-
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53, My remedy for this great evil,.as stated abova is to make t}e Iand free. There wmﬂd‘

field they have any chance of being sble ever to “cultivate. TLxs however, would soon cure itaelf,

F
.,

} e , derangement, o '
54, There is anot ther way W hen Y Durkhaﬁt is pres‘-ntec., le!; an upsct price of two years

revenue be put on the waste, and Jet it then be sold to the highest bidder. A similar course,

-,

- at auction for arrears of revenue. People take ' care of what they pay for ; Government will get
- good cn‘mators ‘and even Mirassidars will hesitate befors iuvesting & taagible sum in the pursait

- . of what they will come soorer or later to see is & hopeless chimera. . Much of the coercive process

3
; -
!
!
|
!

is due to the reckless struggle for waste, when a Payxkzm gzvca a Durkhast for it.. If the
BMirassidar secures it, he too often ﬁnds that hs has not the resns of cal tivatiag it to advantage.
- It remains waste. - Ile cant pay tha azssessment. -
<= . " < hold goods) is eold by Governmdit id default..

- On the other hand, if the Payikar, often a pauper,

- ' - he has no capital.’ Ile disappeara when the ircvitable time for payment arrives, Coercive
R - process in this case is a sham, The land is sold and is bought in by Government at a nommal
gum, there being of course o bzdders. - Thia latter case 13 of very frequeut occurrf nce, ‘

L~ [ “w I

: 55, 1 have now shown I trust successfully that the Samadmyam patta i i1 not zhe cause of any
N & ficulty in collections ; that we caunot interfere by separate registration betweea a Mirassidar
' ‘and his sub-tenants, for this would lead us to interfere with his private putia uext; that

M‘rassxdars have no sort of right whatever to Swatantrams, when Governmcm for the security of IEERR
“the Tevenue, ‘grants a putta to & Pe.ya}ran for wazte ; and that this is quite ‘s new and unheard - - L .

) “of claim. Finally, I have traced the revenue system up to date, giving the result of seven years'
T 'intimate acquaintance with such mattirs and close infuiries into the i inner life of the people ; and
: . 1 have made a proposal for the redemption oi' the waste which, I am convmued is just and known
S e tobefeasxh‘e. o A

A\

56. Havmg then showad how the arrears do not arise, and what i3 not the cause of coercure .

..procesd, I beg indulgence for a very. snort aceount of what is. v IR

[ . . L ;
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57 - If - virtue wire not alwaye forced to.bE i 1ts own reward the Goveramcht mmbt justly
expect “that the tenderness and consideration with which it has treated the claims of the Miragsi-
dars would.have produced an easy-going district, the ryots sleek, the. revenue paid ' with
punctuality, and arrears and coerclve process unknown. It is admitted that the oppomte coxzdztmn
of things bas Leen realised in fact.’ . R :

ﬁ

. ' . B i ‘ ! .- T o . , L. ,
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}& Pagikari . -
therefore, though a8 good in other respects as themselves, has como to be Lated and to be con- -
gidered the encmy of the future advancement and the destroyer of the ancient chgm!y and pomhon:

) 52. The continued success of the many menns whxch bave been employed to keep oat th . L
hated Payikari from taking part in the cultivation of the village, has re- acted on the distrietin

The Mirassidars secare frem intrusion, are utterly supine and . o
Many bave sunk pari passs with their continued exclusiveness, until the Chingleput Diatrict, |

which, from its superiority in having a fina market atits daw, first rate communications, a very -
favorsble elimate and rain-fall, and many other advantaoes ahouli havo been the beet Las become o

* "= bealittle grasping at firat, owing to the rush which would ba made by the Mirassidars upon every

" and the land finding its way into the hands of persons willing to improve it, the general prosperity |
“and progress which would result would esoon fa.r more than counterbalanco any tempgrary '

except the upset price, is even now pursued in’ applications for waste, b«mght ia by Goverument -

“Part of ki holding fo* may - be, lus house-l ‘

is suceessful, a sirailar result often teaches him too late the fol}y of ms ambition to cultivate when -
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53 'What I have gaid _rogarding the effect of the Mirassi claims, in prolucing wasto end
keepmg the district poor, applies without reserve to all unirrigated (dry) waste. In regard ‘o
ircigated (wet) waste, however, it must be regarded as one only of two causes. :

B9, .The other and a very xmportam one is the state of the irrigation works. I reepectfully

‘mbmxt that Government i assummﬂa very grave respoﬁaxbllzty in respect to the condition of

these worke. Thore are 1.003 1rr|gat10n works in the I 600 sqaare miles forming the Sub-divi-
sion. There are of all sortsgriver channels, flood and spring ; large tanks with perennial supply ;

* ordinary tanks, whose supply is uncertain, but the chances fair ;' and small tauks often badly

gituated, whosa supply is precarious. The total number u8 taken by me at last Jammabadi is 128
channels and 1,435 tanks of all sarts. The general condition of all these works is one of neglect

«_ and ruin.

v

‘ proper up- keep of worka. |

60, Ttis ot nncezsary to exp‘am the causes of this in any great detail in this place. It
may, hovre-ver be well to indicate two : Ist, the impracticable constitution of the Dlepartment of
Publw Works, and 2nd the totally insufficieqt sum annually de‘wted to repair,

. The conseqnence of the latter is that, even in good years, much land is left wa°te,
purely owirg to the disrepair of the irrigation works ; while, in acy season at all unfavorable,

- the amount of waste becomes enormous and tends scriously to retard the material progress of a
. district, where there are already too many similar agencies at work.

‘ Every owner of property
sots aside a certain percentage to provide against accident and to meet deterioration, and the
repair of wear and tear. With this view the foresight of former Governments set aside a
certain portion of the revenue, under ‘the title ¢f. Yeri:Merah, or tank cess, which, with the .}
Kudimaramut or village l.:.bor which ryots were bounl to render was considered sufficient for the

P

.« 62, This arramement is, however now omta forgotten

" “most of the works are more or less in ruing, that hardly a Ei?lgle one i3 efficient, and that some

_are almost obliterated from mneglect.

The ryot is left in despair and poverty. To realise the

" wherewithal to mect thé Government demands, even the straw, which should sapport his

L T
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“maln one.

) Thxs hardly nceds proof.

R YY)
mmor pew works to the Revenue Department, under whom th “viTagers would gladly estvuis —— -
. “them. :This plan has also been sanctioned by thé becretary of State as far back as 1863.

-eattle through the hot moatis, asd supply manure for his fields, 1a carted off to Madras and sold.

The cattle have thua detoriorated tili it has beevme the worst breed pr vbably 4 be seen anyw bere,
and they are 50 enfeebled that dlsease, which is hardly ever absent, fiading an easy prey sweeps
them off in immiense numbers. Here wa come to another cause of the waste, a reaction from the
The destruction to cattle produccs inability to culiivate, waste, loss of revenue,
poverty and backwardness, compared with other districts, ° Moxeover\ the soil of the district is

* itgelf generally of inferior quahty and easily exhausted. - I.arve tracts are miled with soda and lime.

Scientifie improvement has et to be triel. The ryot does nothing towards this end.  Even

" ordinary maruring and rest are not universal if water is availabla,

T o630 1 gave as my first cauge the rnpractlcable constitation of the Department Public Works.

upper portxon of the staff seems to be too strong and the subordinate establishment much too
weak. It is rotorious that the department i3 in extremely bad odour with the ryots, and no

‘ wonder, when they trace their poverty, rightly or wrongly, to its “alleged incapacity and neglect.
‘It is consequencly not en rapport with the cultivators, who declive to render it any assistance,

or to have anything to do with it. They even go 80 far as to refuse to take from it the contracts
for the repau‘ of the vxl}avs works. ‘ e :

| Fa thia stata of thinga I have froquent]y urged the transfer of ordinary repair and

65. T am also strongly of opinion that Government should set apart a certain percentage of

"' the revenue of each village to be devoted exclusively to the repair and renewal of its irrigation

‘it

w0rke, and that the Collector and Sub-Collector should have power, when making the annual

T c.

Allotment-s are now made onmno
such system. Only the above cess continues to be collected. Tho consequence of this isthat |,

12

‘The state of the works is suffcient Juq*tﬁcatxou for the desertion. The Tazser
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-~ pressed will give any nuwher of - great reasong why no one has ever besn able to collect the
- Chief among them the spectre Mirassi right is always

" bave striven earnestly for years.
- . -.specimens of the Tahsildars peculiar to this
- bein vain. The officers in question are all

N >

s:ttiement, to allot from the fund 8o created o sum sufficient fo maintsin the works of each
vi'lage in cficiency. , ; ‘ A -
and frame, in conjunction with the cffos stall, the necessary estimate, which would then be for-

warded to the Tahsildar for execation. This is a simple scheme which would be intelligible to -

the people, and remove a great reproach  Government would have little trouble in framing rules

ty secure discretion in the exercise of ths power thus granted to the Collector and )‘his qubardinatca,' o

and proper supervision of their procecdings. .

£

66.  There i3 no doubt that some part—a considerable part—of the diﬁicu!ty in collections is”

produced by the poverty, whose causes I have described. Uhnless therefore the tax-gatherer, in
the shape of the Tahsildar, is sharp and can collect the assessment before the Government ghdre
of crop leaves the village, it becomes an arrear mogt dificult to recover, for the Mirassidare, who
reside in their villages, are nften poor and in dobt, and in voy case too ready to ‘spend in
'marri}tges and other costly luxuries the ‘inohey which, on the sala Qf ’their grain, should lave
been set aside to meet the Goverament demand. Thoss who are absentoes, on the other hand,
are represented by pauvper rackrented tenants, and the produce, once allowed to leaye the
village, there is then nothing on which to levy the kist except the land ; and here azein & moyg
troublesome arrear is produced, requiring correspondence with the Collectors of Madras and
elsewhere, diversified by frivolous objections to the demand or attachment, sct forth with all the
arts known to the law agents of the town, : . e :

€7. To prevent these things, to ensare puﬁctu:ﬂity in the payment of collection of kists, I
I have had, however, to contend with some of

eelves, to the idea that the normal etate of a taluq ’should be one of arrear, and wh¥n hard

revenue of late years ia this distriet.

+ " dished up. As I wag perfectly well aware that, except in the indirect way of rroducing poverty,

-
-

this did not exist as a cause, it was a matter of listle diﬂicu!fy to sce that, until the old -staff was
- : P P S .
weeded out, improvement was impossible,” & T S ;- ‘ :

o as
e -

.o

" 68.° There are now in charge of the Madrantskum and Conjeveram Talugs two men of a .

different stamp. The Chingleput Taksildar has just retired sfter a conrse of conduct worthy of
the ¢l schocl to which he belonged.  This has always been the most wretched and troublesome
taluq in the “district. Sceing plainly last December that

Bon the very worst .
district, and for & long time every effort seemed to ,
wedded, for reasons which are best known to them. .

prompt moasures were required I -

. relieved the Tahsildur of the duty of collecting the revenue. and took it myself.' Arrears for

many faslis were outstanding, and the accounts were in great coufusion. I have reduced them

. to order. .

69. The foilzwing is a statement of how matters stood in Madmnt&l}um, the lafgest ’ talluq ,y

in the district, on The 31st March: — ‘ . o
' — EEESSES Bl e e =
- R - ' .. - . . .
e : I Collection, ineluding | . P
: I » - {the sum recommend. . ‘
_— S Beriz Pl i
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An Overseer attacked to the office could take the necessary mepaurements |~ . A
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. . - - Thebalance on the same date in the previous ten years was as follows s
o W "Statemeﬁtf showing the stale of balance in the  Madrantakum Talug during the last ten
N s : : Fagslis on the 318t March of each Fasli. )
S T -‘ : Faslia. Arrears. _ Currext. Total,
v o :: ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ .
} - ; . S K& A. P.{- BE, 4A, P ‘®% AP,
CENLE N R DY 7 S e 22026 6 37 77,167 8 1 63,193 14 4

Tt et 12Th 22787 3 5 85,856 7 3 69,642 10 8

D AR P oL 12760, ] 120836, 2 4 82.317 12 3{ 95173 14 7
;i R T R D7 & S 17,600 ¢4 7 83,702 5 7( 1,058,311 10 2
D T R 1278 ... ...] 33,529 2 10{. 83,480 3 5 1,17,069 6 3
A - 1279 ... ...].82,425 0 9 1,11,815'14 10| 1'44240 15 " 7 ,

e . 1280 ... ...}.30,569 7 8 1,77,154 4 2 207,723 11 10 .
TN ¥ 128L.... .1 3,250 8111 18369210 7! 214952 3 ¢ .
CSon Lo 1282 ... ... 121,672 5 91.1,28202 6 9| 149874 12 gl
- i . ' 1283 ... ..| 56,454 9 2 86,674 13 101 1,23120 7 o]

d T - WA A284 L 1 *7,168 12 4 4,453 1 11 11661 14 3
o 3 . \ ‘ T . but really 4,758 only ~
' .\77' Yy * . g ) . i ’ -

IR + Rapom 0718154 bt baen secummrondod for romiion, i s e T 353.1.0, i the buiance 10 bo
te K ; Vo " entigeted, ‘ 3 . . ‘ .

€« g *Y Words are usclers in the face of such figures, L : , .

T - S0 7 =70, It scems slightly absurd, from its very palpableness when stated, but my third proposition
T oL "L vis, that a gread portion of the sarrears and coercive process is due to want of promptness which. "

" L . hadgrowhinto a custom on the part of the Tahsildars of this district. Want of promptitude breeds

St ; farrears, which again require coercive process for their realization, and I can conceive nothirg
< . -] ~more detrimental to the welfare of 3 district, or more demioralizing to the ryct, than the frequent

poo I | recourse to selling the boldings of persons who would never have been in default but for the

TTi T Y imcapacity or neglect of the officers of Government. _ ‘

P . . TL. Another great defect in the adminigtration of this district which tends to the same

e a1 endis that the office of headman {Monigar) in villages is honorary and non-heraditars, . Lhave ..
Q . { C T fz-eguendy brouzht this point to 1}0&3’@. * The ﬁifagigara are:suppose_d to make the co'llections, and
N Voo . to be responsible {of punctual remittanco of the various kists. Having reither PsY, position, nor
oy b . . ! i ’ hereditary 'diguity‘tlo lose, these officers have got out of the way of performing this duty ; and, until
: 2 o ; within the !szt W0 years or 80, every rupee of revonue had to be collected by the taluq subordinates, ‘
b Y ! who were compelled for this purpose to wisit each village. The position of the Monigar should
SRS SR v clearly be adsimilated to that of the headman of the other Tamil Distiicts, T have made a
i } T : N {‘ beginning, and they are now working m_ugh better under promise that their offices wil] be properly
s - . +i endowed and constitutsd during the new settlement now in progress under Mr, FPuckle’s auspices;
DA ’\ , and it is noticeable that, in the Madrantakum Xaluq, when this system was first introduced, and
B s in most complete working order, the collections 'are also more punctaal than ‘elsewhere, and
Lot f .« % the arrears nominal merely. . R 2
;ﬁ i . {7+ - '+ T2. Another point. The kists do not represent in practice the periods when the ryot has «
At a3 *_ %  anycrop to'realize, They stand a8 below :— | ' o o S ‘
R { : Gl e " Novewber ... ... ... sev ‘e O per cent. J

D z Yol . Decemberl L L. ceee e 100 do, .
i RIS C - Jamuary .. LT L 15 do. -
I T ST S Tebruary . owe L. . 20 do.
Lol oo o 0 March Ll 0L L 20 do | .
e e o Aprlll oL L 20 do.
poo) } : R 23 O S o 100 doi

Y -t : - ' . —
AR RN : Total., 100

\'\ 4 ", ’? ‘ ‘ K - .. E ‘}:» . & ; . * ' | ‘, ‘x ‘ ST M

R : cF e - ;

1 B '
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The bulk of the £yots reap nothing till January. Tt is their confveniencte m; t;;us: princi;{)aﬂy . AR AN ) Excrosoax No. 2. :
consider. The well-to-do can pay st any time. A theoretically perfect scale of kista 18 no boon ., LR A L ' Mad " )
" . ‘ tae .
to them, and they would prefer receiving visits from the taz-gatherer as veldom as possible, The ST %1; . adrantacum Talug
. g 1 the first -~~~ i V. | R . , ==
’ months, when the ¢ultivators generally have reaped their harvest and are in fundas, are the ‘ BRI cd N ‘ - ‘ [ &s per Mold- | As por Tiotd.
- four of the year. Itwould expedite work, and would be considered a boon by the people 1f three I A A MR ‘ . . | Samudayam | ing of th
. P . ~“ ; . Beriz for Fasli J2 g of the | ing of the
T of the presens kists were omitted, and the Kistbundi re—armngei as follows i:— = o yi'{ R ST -« * No.f - Namesof Villages. " 1984, .| Tutta Beriz. | Mirassidars | Payakaries’
JANUATY | ooh v eee eee eee, 20 per cent.l‘ Coe e , R ol St . , - ’ ' ’ in Samu- in Sama-
3 : . ‘ , . o } ; S, g . o . dayam. dayam,
l"eb‘ruary* e e e e 250 do ’ o i L b 1t : .
AMarcho. e i 30 - do. - R TR ‘é“ . JE .. o~ -, =7 " ps. a. p.| BS. 4. Pp| BS APl me s r.
April e e e w25 de 0 B ",; E . < ;}1 gxr&xnlavalur e e e 6{3 410 2515 8 155 10 10 910
73. 1khave now ﬂxpxamﬂd my views in detail. - I have trmd to uhaw groundﬂ for my afate‘ o . rg v oo~ «L 3112 V:eeamut‘;vadi:.v:”::: g:?,s %3 lg ) 102 gl? 42 g 11 6? “7: 4
ment that the waste and the backward state of the district are prodacod—- : A ‘ : ey o e a0 813 | Pulikkoradu .. aee e we | 324 1 3 ces wes ees B OO
: A AP - 1.0 82{Porayar.. .. .. .. .. L1539 0 4| .. ....
(1) Bv the vain hope, cherished by the represent&hves of the old Mxrasm( ars, that Gavem REREE i 1 0 - 17146 | Hanumanda (,upnam e "o 4 4 s el o s 5705 .
ment will gomehow yield to their preposterous claims, eud that somebow, and at some time or’ CUE $ - 152 | Acchekattu L., ... ... ..l. 10813 8 1512 1 5 i 13 2 9
- other, things will 6o turn out as to give them the means of taking up the waate lands, from . -, T . C4 W1 Kattri Chery . oo L 348 9 ¢ 6 6 7 36 6 7 e eee wes
which they consxdcr that no stone should be left unturned to exclude outsiders, . o T TN : 137 | Madranticumm ... ... ...f 5,215 6 6 TTE R TTE ORI, crr e s
A . | 142 | Membacam ..." .. .. ..{ 597 611} IL'1l 4{ 10 910 1186
(2.) DRy the success of this wanceuvrs, excluding the competition of the wthg and monied i - ' 195 | Puliyeeranangottei ... ... ~376 13 10 10 7 8§ 10 7.8 e oee ena
cultivator, and producing indolence, sloth, and carelessness of 1mprovement | ‘ . : gt Co : cnoo 20 Kuolamangulam ... .. ..} - 138 2 0 1-3 4 113 4 cee nee aen
‘ C oo - 198 { Borumbsrai ... ... . .. 31513 9f 372 .4 3 2 4
(3.) By the ruined state of the \mgatlon works. In conjunction with these then I attribute R R " 220} Yiln ur O P 530 51 ’ o e e
the bad collections, the chronic arrears, and the consequent vecessity for frequent recourse to _ s LR gg; Plk Arayanaiiur Umal ;1‘ 86 9104 215 71 241210 5209
seess b ‘ - ‘ Coe ‘ o —_e e - - j Pakang... ... .7 L9 LB48 4 7 10 611 0 111 10 4 0
coerc:ve process to the two followmg causes, . S _ z . oo 210 | Thenmariputtur 1l L 37 4 8 10 710l - 10 710 1040
(4) 'lhe mdaﬁlreuce, mcapauty or corruptson offormer mhs.ldars causmg them to neglect oo ;Af.;;_ LM - i 197 | Polambacam... ... .. .. 777 13 10 e o
collection ‘ ‘ Lo ooy oo e. .ty 201 [Chadaravedu... ... e ...} - 8310 4 oo et wee O vee ree aen
: . \ # .- 202 Mudhogarai .. ... .. -..f . 2241311 TSI N R .o
()) l‘he Lonorary and non-hereditarv nature thhe aﬁ}ce afv sze headmen are Mnmafsr L ) LN o Y Ogﬁ j {Ix!unankaran&i cee e e | . BSI15 21 50 8°8 4 9 1 515 7
) . J Y L oV e o) 0 205 | Nettappakam | L., ... ..} - 461 6.4{ -7 4 4 413 9 213 71
71 My remedies are sxmple and are qmte Wit hm the power o Cfovcrnment to ap;ly at once . e . ‘}! 0T 136 d Marappakkam e o] 211412 9 29 811 550 ST
1st.—A clear declaration that Govemmcnt will rot recognise Mirassi ncvhts, becauae it is a : Coaedl 208 | Nelvoy s eie e e e 14010 3 I
) __mon-existent. - - R : S v o . il ]gz E”?l?’a‘;‘ Csee e e e o ggg ; 5 0-9-41 06 9 4 ver een
“2nd.—To make the land free ‘orat lea.st to put an npse., prwe of two yea.re assessmen£ on auy “ . g Tag ‘S;:-]u;?guf L e 609 3 ; - 8% ?”2 . .81 5 .% S
i pxece of land durkhasted for, and then sell it to the highest bidder. i . A %gg %nga;tur tee wer wew anee b 70208 7 13 7 3! 13-7 3 ver eer s
* ( E '.-. suw  see  mae o & . + 5 5
o 3rd.~-The transfer of ordinary zrr'gat;ora repairs ani mmor rew works to the R'*vemw . . o . :, ‘69 , Kat:ru:;:::::mi e e el iof ]:2; Ig 1%‘1) }% g %5 %3 g %8 14 “6
Derartment. ‘ Co . " {070 {Orattur... . e e ...] 1,022 10 10y 26 6 '} 313 0; 22 9 1
4th.—Under each work the fixing a percentage of the revenus to be get asxda for its up-keep. . o - T ' lgé %Zﬁ?};:gi o . T i‘?; 1? g | %g 1; g | 2g lg g 9 15 9
5th.—That Government should itself more closely v;atch coliactwns and ngorougly punish ;o R A Voo 5 . *45 | Aghili e, e ere T ess 878 0.5 ‘215 84 215 3 cre eee ees
‘any dereliction in thls respect on the part of revenue officers of all grades. IHave noarrearsand . i . . t};? %,Io‘iﬁz?c’;lmljpa““m R q?'{ g ~13 cre aue e e eee e ere sen. vee
- thero will bo o cosrve proces " o SN i Ky DD D] adls 3 7] %98 E| 1630 %3
 6th.—~The ersctiop of the appointwent of heddmen m‘o 8 hered:tary oﬂ’re and pmnsmn‘; o ,5‘4_}‘38‘ Mulli - de e e e alf 221 6.0 13 9 0 9 49 4 4 3
I'or xts payment by the immediate introduction of the leage Cess Act of 1864, This peed not : ;* ;12:;;’ r}’ﬂ;’*&'j‘gm e b e e . g? g lg 5 .15 «i ees ere wes 5 1 can
-wait for the introduction of the new settiement. Lt can be doae atonge on the basxs of the adyess- o S 11 Ariﬂgund,au}" I : 2262 9.5|° 2713 ol 2713 ol . 5 "‘f_
-+ menl now existing, in the same way as the Road Cess is levxed o . ' Ty PR S : ' .
Tth—~A modxﬁca.tﬁon of tha exmtmo klstbunch K ' a j N A A Tota!j?. 23.96? 9 _ 3 9‘37 11 9| 630 1‘0 5 ~287 1 4
© 75, T1kave the Lonor to request that you will forward ;his repert to tbe Board of Revenue, - ? : ) S B ‘ i :
‘ . C T T T LT T S ) i Lot e © « (Signed)  C.S.CROLE,
- Lo e “ . - i 12th Aprit1875. .. . - ‘ I ce " Acting Sub.Callector,
. ' . - E e S e e e e e
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Excrosvxz No. 3

Chingleput Taluxg.-

=

C Asper Hold-y (0 . " °
: N Beriz of each Sﬂ; d ingor}tho Mi- As per Hold-
No, Names of Villages. village for P(.mu Eyagn rassidars in | 08 of the
' Fasli 1284, utta Beriz. Samudayam Payakarics in
. T : . Lands. Samudayam,
B8, A. P, !~ E8. A, P, . .
12 | Kilavedu ... ... ... 303 6 4 Tis] i AT
13 | Pulleri e 297 211| 54 7 4| 44 6 9 1007
14 |[Tuiyeun ... . . ....| 62513 8 9 8 5 98 5 a
‘lﬁ ﬁlagas_z;;nudram 808 ¢ 5] .33 5 2 33 5 2 .o
25 §{ Nemmili .., S L7722 05 42 8 § o
29 | Vallam o oeer e 739 1 5 0 9 7 g !83 g 2 '0 0
115 | Vencatapuram ... ... ... 787 0 71 017} o027 T
325 V%ur cr e e wn] 592008 90 .. o Lo T
18 |Volatur ... .. .. ..| 3514 7.3 410 )., 0 b TR
19 | Nariaiyeri... el 178 611 .. 2.. 10 . 2410
21 ; Vedanarayanapuram - M1l 4, e ] ) S
3 | Puduppakam .. . .| 1,632 3 0. .. o IR
27 | Vembakam ... ... ... TOR T B | o hTmome e
gg gunnappattu 257 9 2. ool ba N R
9. | Anar... ... e ] 282011001 5 RO e
920 Ehmchampattu 639 911 0...6 .4 oo 0 6 4
!1)8 }‘udayde'nbakam J o nes9 100, L L T oo
6 |Logandy ... .. .. ..|- 973 610] 11511 9 STl B
17 |Adanilagam ... ... ..0| 278 7 0| 4013 1 1413 ﬁ f R
22 'lﬁlrumany v e e 808 9. 1}... ... ..}.. R
22 ogivakam . ... ... ... Q07 14. 6 2 v e
'32 | Sanikkalim . . .| .. 805 910 ‘.=‘3,_,0 7 o 23 0 7
79 | Paupadinakettam ... .| 558 7: 0 073 9] Tl s
82 |Salayur ... .. .....| 1,663 811| 62 6 6| e 6'6
87 | Vattivakam ... ... .. 266 11. 31| ... ... .. . Co
88 | Narasanguppam ... .. 9.8 7.0 .. .. b, T T
91 | Mambakam .., ... l0f 27935 L. Lol Tosmroth e e e
" 92 | Kenaskambattn .. ... .| 256 4 2! 9'Ys 6| T oy e oo
66 |Melmanappakkam .. ... 72513 7] 1312 . 6{ 1312 & R
85 | Villismbakam ... .. ..| 2068 6 5{ 3 1 '3 015 1] 2727%
39 |Nallur ... ..., .. ... €18 3 5! 14 76 14 7 6 :
§8 ,i&ix;rim;r;;pam . e ene 140 9.2, ... ... o
5 likolattur ... ... .. 612 9/3] 121310(.12'13 10 S
58 | Karanai ... . e 816 9°°3] 11512 5 1}5 ig 13 o
61 | Kuluppantandalam ... .. 948 1142} 5515.21 5515 2 :
64 |Puliyur ... .. . | o 62211 3| .49 6.1].°49 6 1]
102 |Sadras oL T slazia gL e e
103 | Vumiri ... . 125°0 5] 12 “12'713 11
1§; {;omhsnedu o 652 415! 11 1:3 1-'} ﬁ 13 1%
3 faragadam ... .. .1 2,022 418 4 oo
g4 %chiilx{magam e - 180 5 21 ... 1..1.4 O ...41 u ’0 o .
8 ulikkundram ... e 23110 5] , 8 14 o
40 {Orattur ... ... .. .. 377 5 8 '1"8}%43 814 2 811 6
Al [Egsi.. ..o oo S0 0D st sz s Tri S IR
42 | Anuvatampallam .. .| (17314 7| 314 9| 314 g{ it
42 geria.nippec(iidu 249 2 14.. .. ... Qo
4 Sinnanippedu ... ... .. 207 12 8 : gy T
45 | Kattakkalini ... .. .. 11114 91/ ,,, 3.,,3 7 33T ek
DU BABMCIEDL 5 T 0 e 12857 8 ) ik ahs e LT TR e e
51 | Kalingalomlaikeppam ...y = 18 3 3|.. .., .| . ™. T
59 | Kalinipakam ... e ] 380 m 61 21276 g e ]
€0 | Temdaria... .. .. .. el 9 51 21 0 ¢ ‘ oy o o
2 | Melputtur... ... ... 272 10 6f 18 91| 18 o11] ..
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- - Chingleput Talug.—(Continued.) A A \ _
| IR , As per HoW-{ . ‘
‘ ‘ S Beriz of each -} o 0 4 oo fiNE gf the Mi- A?,p"flzgld' .
No.. Names of Villages. village for i’utta i}y .| rageidars in Pl“‘gko rhe
i Fasli 1284. enz. Samudayam Say akariesin
; . Lands. amudayam. ..~
o e RS. A, P.] RS A P B8. A. P. BRS. 4, P.
68 '| Talambeda ... e Wb, 1,126 6 8 157 310} 157 310 . ees
- 63 | Kersippakam ... ’ 31212 4} ... .. ol oo . e

.70 | Kangayemkuppam . . €5 14 0 B I - eee

.71 | Madalawkuppam .- 20215 3 2 4 0., ... .. 2 40
73 | Nanadur vt wee reas 200 8 9 114 5 114 5} ... ... .
75 | Narappakam ... ... ‘.. 438 10. 5 10 6 1 0 6 o ere s
76 Taltaiur -; “ee ,“ e o 6(}3 13 8 sre  ans o ees  xes ses  esa .

' 80 | “reﬁrbkupp&m an b :‘ CLL RN 5 289 1 8 . Add oee ass sass 3 aen .
83 ‘ Kat‘d!gal adta XX} ase *re T 22 1!- . e LIRS (XYY . s verw sre aes

171 | Rudrakoti... .. ... 1167 11 2 13 8 8. .. .. 13 8 8

7172 | Nachamedu L 0 P I e U

326 {Irumlidi .. .o v - 222 5 0 e v e see B ane e

8 | Thenur .. v 4o ... 632 0 2 8 0 8 8§ 0 8] ... .. ..
. 95 | Tirukkalivendram ... ..} 1,649 6 2| 3014 9} 13 1 8 1713 6

.63} Nandunantangal -+ ... .. 61312 2] 0w e ] e e am e aee

104 | Meyur .. aie eew ses 8816 .0 ¢ oo cie v ] ee e e e
26 | Memappskam ... - W] 1,439 -0 6 "8 0 6 8 0 6} ... ..°

112 | Gurnnanmedu .... ... .. 1,145 13 4 9 8 8 s 8 8| ... ... ..

113 | Venbakam... -.,. .., ...| 1,247 1215 0 45 0 4 5} ., ...

S 114 Dasanko]a.ttur-.', Ceee ol 29110 2 iih cee i el eee e v e .

116 h&n”adu ree ~ e's se s 0‘«0 472 9 ,9 id L4 sse » 13 oo - 'E .se
72 l:.dayattar,.. Cbee e .wm.) BB 6 5t 2 6 7 26 7. “
74‘ V]Idg"-m . wes ‘r..o ‘x- 791 14 0 '." axe sas - ans v - .

’ 84 *Timmlll' “na res ver wes 261 O 9 e ase . . ane ae LIT] csw sne
37 |Aringundram -...- ... ... 060214 81 201 1 4 201 1 40 . ... ..
47 | Kotuimangalum ... ... 195- 2 1 JUTR o e s . e

1 | Gundar ... .o aer el 442 7 2 4 9 4., ... .. 14 9 4

" 2‘ :viﬂmm&i dee 1 yan aea e - 112 ‘11; 0 . ass ,‘c-- Y asy .. oesn .e

: @ ': A!‘ﬂttungﬂl “n.“- * .;. c." - 158 5 6 » s ‘eee A ’c-o e su enea e
4 | Kantalor .., .. . 11711 5 213 2 213 21 .. .. ..
b Ed&yankadumantanga! “ve 161 3 9 011} 1011 . e .

7 | Pattranakam ... .... ... +393 12 3 2511 3 1213 9 1213 6

. 9 |Melamyur... .. ... ...| 1,114 710 1 2 5 ‘1 2°5 . e

- 10 ! Alapakam... ... .. . 20613 9 014-11 01411 o e

" 11 | Hanumandaputteri .. . 136 0 3] ovi er sii ] wer ver een e ees

© 24 | Ammanambskam ... ... 75110 3 ‘4 8. 8| 4 8.5 cee was

3L ) Chingleput  'iev ..er .o 7212 3| ‘14 0 4 14. 0 ¢ R
35 | Kamlayapuram... ... ". B T L v ere e
- 38 | Amappakam ... L. .. B T A [ o ces ees
46 “; Karuppangadu ... ..o .. 166 7. 21 .0 v v e e e we e
53 | Ecchur ... ..~ . 610 3 6| & 2 7| 8 2 7 e tare aes
56 | Veerapuram ... ... 1,243 4 6 65 1 5 5 1.5
119 | Ayappakam ., ... ... .. 768 10 5 2+ 5 7 17 5 7 700
120 ' | Kudipayalur ... ... i} . 114.1-1 B T T e
121 [Manamai ... .. ... ..} 1,482 2 91 1 9 1 1 91 . - .
]22 Kadumbadi . ses Y ey 902 13 '0 ree aee . e Yy pee - e
123 | Melkuppam ... ... .. 197 7 8 .v vie wiiheee wee ol . .
100 | Saidamuegalam ... ... 220" 5 3 1514 6 1514 6 cer eas

" Toetal...} 64,367 15 11,629 13 4 11,451 13 10 17715 6
S ‘ (Signed) C. S. CROLE,
12th April 1875. : © - Acting Sub-Collector.
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Wit - this letter the Acting Collector of Chinglepnut submits ‘a report by
Mr. Crole, Acting Sub-Collector, giving his views with referenco to the papers on |
the Mirassi question disposed of in Board’s Proceedings, 12ih Pebruary 1875,
-No. 324, and G. 0., 13th April 1875, No. 590, R. D, . ' o A
2. Mr. Crole attribites the backward state of the district and the extentto . 1
~which recourse to"coercive process has bﬁéns\necgssary," in part only to the opposi-- *
tion of the Mirassidars to the occupation of waste lands, based on the vain- hope
of Government interference, Ile regards the Mirassi right as a 1:11iu1e£&, declares © o0
-that it is non-existent in reality, and recommends that it be decidedly and once . ..
for all repudiated, and the preferential claim of the Mirassidars to waste land . -
disallowed. e thinks that waste land applied for sl\mfxld ’bé sold by auetion, and | PRt
* -he ebsarves that the right of Mirassidars to Swatantrams at boss depends upon theit” . Ll
baving furnished the Paiyikari. He is of opinion that it is & retrograde Btep to S
attempt to resuscitate Mirassi,blaims, and contrary to policy and fairness to
recognize differences betweon classes of cultivaiors,” .~ ¢ e
3. There is more of assertion than of argument in-Mr. Crole’s statoments . - .
on the subject of - Mirassi right:: There can bs: no doubt that At exists, . -
netwithstanding many . years of persistent effort to crush it ; that it is of great | Co
antiquity, as is indeed implied by Mr. Crole’s own exprossions regarding it; and
that it is dearly cherished. * But it is unnecessary to discuss this
since the Government have decidud that the experiment’ of recording and recog- -
nizing Mirassi lands and thoss liable to payment of Swatantram fees to the .
* Mirassidars shall be tried, and the Director of Revenue Settlement is engaged in -~ .
carrying out the order. Mr. Crole’s most confident assertion, viz, that no oue 1
~can say in any large village who are Mirassidars or what is Mirassi land, is; the « .
" Board are informed by Mr, Puckle, comapletely. contrary to his experience in the =
65 villages in which the work has b;aen carried out up to (}am.f 'The old Mirassi ¢, -
‘shares or pangus have become attached to definite lands, and there is not the
least dificulty in identifying the Mirassi pangu lands, the existing sharoholders, or
the proportionate value of each share, | iy . oL
» .+ 4. His assertion that there will be difficalty . in tho sub-division. of the
Samudayam lands is also disproved by experience as the sharcholders are found ,
to be eager to divide. The Board cannot concur in Mr, Crole’s view that the R
difficulty of collection will b increased by sub-division; for though'there will bo = G
- more puttas to collect upon there will be no difficalty in fixing the responsibility
and ascertaining who is the real cefaulter, and this is the impediment experienced
(8t present. Mr, Crols: seems to:be right as to the relative extent of the Samu.
dayam holdings, which, as stated by him, are under three per cent. of the whole,

5. Itis probably true that the unsatisfied claims of ‘Mirassidars to dues on’|  *
waste lands is not the sole cause of the evils which it is écugh‘t“fto“rémedj' ;o but it . ]
i3 one cause, and the removal of it will probably have a good effect, =~ . - 7 ‘, k

€. - Tho causes which in Mr. Crole’s: opinion have been' most operative are . - f.“‘ PR }
the ruinous condition of the irrigation works, owing to'thew ’impra‘cticablé consti- 1 vt
tution of the Public Works Department, and to insufficient allotments for repairs; ..
the inefficiency of Tahsildars and want of promptness of dem gd,:whéfeby arrears |
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oL He suggests four kists, Janué&*‘ffﬁ*‘cbruary,

R I .- -~
- Lal DA =~ R - <
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. ",Wére allowed to accumulate; the condition of the Villaga Monizars, who are not
B hereditary and who are unpaid ; and a bad Kistbundy, . ~ ,
7. Asto the first, he suggests the transfer of tho repair work to the Raye- ¥
- nue Departent and the assignment of a percentage on the revenue for outiay‘
on repairs.  The works are unquestionably in much need of repair and the annual
allotments for their up-keep insufiicient; but Mr. Crole’s suggestions have been
repeatedly made and have been negatived after full discussions. His remarks as
to want of promptaess in collection are undoubtedly well founded, and he shows
- .that results of the most satisfactory and creditable kind can be obtained by really
-, zealous and eflicient officers. Much depends on the up-keep of the individual -
" collection and balance ac:cowi}‘;n}yx in the Taluq Cutcherries, so that process for each .
kist can be made out and issued immediately on the receipt of monthly remittances

', from the villages. . . = e 7 : .
v vie 8. The condition of the,¥illage Monigars is an admitfed evil, but a scheme -

“to improve it will be prep‘ayeg;&ﬁd’ connection with the naw scttlement. .
.9 The Board agres with Mr. Crole in his remarks regarding the Kistbundy.
\ March, and April, é)f 20, 25, 30, and

“ 25 per cent,, reépectivély, “ThorBoard think pércentage kists, which are not so
i . ceasily understood by the massfit the people as Anna kists'are objectionable. * Tii

.

| lh : } ! vl - o ' - - * - o ‘ - - . *
t&"““w s genersl question of the revision of kists, i3 under consideration, and orders will ho
"+ "\iseparately issued, 'The Chingleput kists will bs then dealt with.

SN o ’ ; .

- (True Copies and Extract)

NI s

o L - -

JRNTY L, Acting Secretary.
A To the Actipg' Collector of Chingleput, . L ‘ o
.. - Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Depariment, .
" 74, - to the Director of Revenue Settlement. \ ‘ o
© Exd L Tloh, - o | | .
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