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) ‘ Peoczepivas of TH: Boarp or Revenus, dated 14th April 1874.
Read the following letter from F. PRICE, Esq., Acting Collector of Salem, to J. GROSE, Easq,
, Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Salem, 25tk February 1874, No. §7 :—

* I mave the honour to submit, for the perusal and orders of the Board of Revenue, a
letter addressed by Corporal Wilkinson, Ovecrseer, Department Public Works of Namkul, to the
Tahsildar of that talug, and copies of the correspondence which has passed thereon.

2. Ido so with the concurrence of the District Engineer, but in so doing, I beg that the
gecond point raised by Major Hunter may be eliminated from consideration, as being & matter
which has no bearing upon the subject under discossion, and as being further one, which I have
expressed my readiness fo enter upon when tho question of Corporal Wilkinson's letter is
dispoéed of. . . . : ’ - L

3. The facts of the case are as follows :— '

4, Thé compounds of the Cutcherry at Namkul and the Talug Department Pablic Works

Office adjoin. Doth these are the property of Government, apd in planting the former as a tope,
Mr. Longley with the consent of Mr. Hiscox, who was at the time Overseer, planted the latter also.
When building the Taluq Cutcherry, it became necessary to put up, in the compound of the
Overager's Oflice, sheds for material, ete., and at the request of Mr. Hiscox, the trees destroyed in

- doing this were not replaced, there being an understanding, 86°I learn, that this might be done
afterwards. When the Cutcherry was finished and handed over to the Revenue Department, the
Tahsildar sent his usual Progress Statement regarding topes, and on this Mr. Pritchard, the
Divisional Officer, wrote—*‘ Tahsildar in communication with the Overseer should have these (the
sheds and debris) removed without delay.” An order to this effect was sent to the Tahsildar, who
wrote a yadast in the ordinary form to Corporal Wilkinson. I fail to see in this, a translation
of which is enclosed, anything to warrant the extre:;xxely insolent letter of which I complain.

5, Corporal Wilkinson, when writing it, could not have been but aware that it would be
éént on to Mr. Pritchard, and my view is that, whether right or wrong, he wasnot justified in
writing as he did, and that the case i3 one in v:vhich it is not sufficient that he should simply
withdraw his letter, but that he should be required 1;:0 apologize to Mr. Pritchard for it. |

6. Corporal Wilkinson holds & very gubord inate post in the department in which he is
emﬁloyed, ‘'and Mr. Dritchard is in the position of a}Covenanted Assistant to the Collector, and is

H

personally an officer who carefully avoids anything idiscourteous or which can be construed into an

-« 13 -

overstepping of his authority. .
7. The Board will doubtless remember a case in the Bellary District, where Government

made a Superintending Engineer apologize to a‘Sesi‘sions Judge, regarding a discussion which took
place in the matter of a docket written by the fo:::mer. There, the relative official and social
" position of the two officers was much nearer than? in the preseut instance, and I doubt Rhether
the communication, upon which Government passicd orders, was so offensive in its tone as that

" which I now lay before the Board. H ) : :
8. I cannot accept Major Hunter's argument s as logical. The gist of what ha advances is

that because he comsiders that Mr. Pritchard wais ¢ discomtgous" to him, therefore Corporal
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_Wilkinson was justified in writing a highly improper letter. I cannot admit either that, becauss | ) that the District Engineer mxghb.be

. Corporal Wilkinson happens to be allowed to occupy a portion of his office as a residence, he bas . censured and required to qpolog‘ze to. the iy

! thereby license to write as he has, upon the Tahsildar’s civilly asking him to remdve some kilns: ! ) -s N lettor. . . ‘}. x& L
@" "o ! *

referred to, and the Board are of opinion ‘that he should bg . }
Deputy Collector for the objectless insolence of his g
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! and sheds standing upon ground, which, though included in the compound, formed part of a tope ) (A true Copy an¢ Extract.)
in the Tahsildar's charge. Major Hunter's contention that the former ~verseer had no suthority ; o
to allow the tope to be planted, and that Mr. Pritchard‘had no right o tell the Tahsildar to, in L e .
consultation with the Overseer, have sheds, etc., knocked down, has i..'’ng whatever to do with . ce)l .
the atyle oi: Corporal Wilkinson’s letter, which is the only point to which 1, at present, take . i . To the Acting Secrefary to Go
exception. .- N . ‘ YL SR - ‘ . wit
9 }_jvae at first under the tmpression that this reference should be made to Government: I
direct, but upon further- consideration_chzinged mj mind. I am sorry to have to trouble the - : .

(Signed)  J.GROSE, -~ 7~
oo , *  Secretary.” . * - :

yernment, Revenue Department, - .
h ten original enclosures to be returnel. - - By

B

Copy to the Acting Collector of Salem. ‘ . . -

Board with it, but Major Hunter has personally contended so strongly that he is right in not making

- Coi-p(;i'a.l Wilkinson apologize, and is himself so unwilling to promote a friendly feeling between

PRI B S AR S

‘ : ttis officers of the two dopartwents, that I feel it my duty to bring thie case to notice. If Taluq
Overseers are to be permitted to write officially as Corporal Wilkinson has and have only to ourtly *

ﬁ‘ithdraw their letters, when made the subject of corréspondedce, I do not sce how things are to
g6 smoothly in the district. The example set is & very bad one, and, in my opinion, the sooner it
in checked the better. D o AR

Y

Excuosoen No. 1.—Letter addressed by Corporal Wilkinson to Tahsildar of Namkul Talug.’
L S e— T S

Encrosuzes Nos. 2 to 10.—Copies of cdrréspondence. St
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Svexirrep for the orders of Government. . . .. .

2. In this case the Department Public Works Overse'er)‘gf‘ the Namkul Taluq has written a

Jetter to the Tahsildar of that taluq, which is expressed objectionably with regard to the Deputy

Collector on General Duties, e has withdrawn the letter, but justifies the language used in it.

The Collector and District Engineer differ a8 to whether he should further be called upon to
“apologizé, and wish the matter to bo refgrred.to Government..,’ o :

:. 8. The subject of the corrﬁé}tbﬁﬂ'éﬁé; is the remuval of a certain shed and brick-kiln in the

compound of the Department l’dﬁ.ﬁc W.ork's."ﬂalnq Office, part of which is rented ag'a private residence
by the Overseer.” Whether ‘the hqildinéa’ _should be rdmoved or not is a doybtful question which

+

should be settled hereafter by- the Collector and the Distriot Engineer, but{the doubtfulness of it

has nothing to do with the question whether bir. Wilkinson showld apologiza or not, - All that -

peed be said here is that the Deputy Bollectorr had good reasons for thinking that it was agreed
between the two departments tliat"the shed a.m‘i brick-kiln should be removed a3 interfering with
a tope under his charge. e o ) S

4. On the 27th October 1873, No. 673, t he Tahsildar wrote to the Overseer, Mr. Wilkinson,
thus : ** As the Deputy Collector of the divipfsion has in his Order No. 570, dated 23rd instant,
directed that the shed and brick-Xin erected a1 the Overseer's compound at the time of building

the Cutcherry should, in communication witl{’; you, be immediately removed, it is requested that

the same may be caused to be removed.” P ' |

5. On the 29th October, Me, Wilkinson r:}eplied as follows : ** 1 have the honour to acknow. .

iedge receipt of your Yadust N 0. 673, dated §27th October 1873, and request to be informed by
what authority the Deputy Collector issues an ¢>rder to me, touching my materials, work-shed, ete.,
bat more especially my private affairs? Is thg?? Deputy C_olloctor aware 1 pay rent for bungalow
and compound? "Perhaps he is ignorant of this? ; however, let me assure him of such being the fact

C N : : 139
. and any order cmanating from tho samae sourge. Will be considered null and void.”” -

6. All that the Qvef%eer ‘need have do ne (supposing the removal of the buildin gy was_
" jnexpedient or ought not to bo effocted without the orders of the District Engineer) was to request |
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- < Proceedings of the Madras Gavcrnment‘ Public Works Department, o

. < ; . ‘A?.‘j .y o 26”: Z‘Iaj 1874 K ﬁ_‘z’

| : | B : PR

1'.{ \; 5li Read the following endorsement of the Actmo Secretary to Govern-
| :'ment, Revenue Department dated 1st May 1874, .
. | Proccedmgs of the Board of, Revenue, dated ‘14th Apnl 1874, No. 8.30
N T PN TR P ) "; e L - ABSTRACT. ——OUerseer .Mr. Wzl/tmson ‘of Public Waorks Depariment——m Namkul )

‘ : T e . e o '1a1uq Salem District. ...Letter from Lollector, forwa.rdmﬂ' copies of correspond-

¥ or totie of a letter addressed by —
%‘,I . ‘ence with District anmcer. rer'atdm" imprope ; y ‘
s P to Namkul Tahsildar with refcrence to Deputy Collector Mr. Pritchard’s oxder to
. v , < o-Namk
: neBeIs?ES Y R — Q&g L. S CEN 'I‘ahqlld it for removal of. ashcd and'a_ bnck kild in’ ‘compound of Department
£3 2?5?2 % E 5 g S‘% o . R é = , 3 lt\ . Pablic Works Taluq - Ofﬁce, submlttt:d for orders of* Qovernment, and opinion
age3p E393F3S s 5 : J aie . uu*bd toa olomzetoDe ut
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geitehaccE |k El = — e - Collector. R
593 lar g dar:” . = AN oo
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. EE :?g S2gnd P L e B Sl B - N ES 1‘ABLISHMENT No. 29 drawn his letter is not required to make
oo é_.g.g 3 59 ';é" §§;§ 3 Co =3 g :“* ‘ R : - * furtlrer apology than is implied by such .
¢ 53PSl afy o ‘ i o w o .
\ B T AR . ) . " ‘ withdrawal, but is severcly repnmanded {or the msolent tone of his communi
\’ q ’ v o : v - ‘
r i . o L
. cation. ‘
i ,ﬁ . 9. - The District. Iln'vmeer is greatlv to- blame for not havmrr administered
, ’ 'E"‘ such repmmnd as would, in ‘connection wih the w1thdrawa.l of i;he cause; of ;ﬁ'leln&f"
F PR r mottosa insolence, of whic 9
S have maue amends for fhe breaci:id 0‘0“ ite °Y»1 of muc hy hxgher ra,nk 1In another
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L85 0" 'Overscer had been guilty towards-an nded, the words that ho used
’ s department, to whom douhtless he was aware, aud intended, the words that ho use
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