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Proceedings of the Madras Governmient, Public Works Department,
. 20th May 1874, :

Read the fél]owir\g ‘papers :—

No. 418. Telegram from the»Secrctary}; to the Government of India, Public
Works Department, to the Sceretary to the Government of Madras,
Public Works Department, dated :26th March 1874.

_Waar is the cause of the serious falling off in the net receipts of the Madras
Railway for 1673-74 as reported in your telegram of 25th ?

No. 419, From Lieutenant-Colonel .1, IL M. SIAW.STEWART, R.E.,
Consulting Engineer for Railways, to Colonel G. W, WALKER, R.E,,

Sccretary to Government, Public WWorks Dezartment, dated Madras, 30th
March 1874, No. 201, o i

" 1x reply to the Order of Government, No. =54, dated 27th March 1874, I have

the honour to state that, after allowing for t}f;e oxceptionaljreceipts during last year .
from matorial for the Nizam’s State Ruilway, the falling off in the Madras Railway
traffic receipts for January and February 1874, compared with the corresponding
- period of 1873, is chiufly due to the influence of the famine upon the grain traflg.
2. The further decrcase provided for i;\ the final Regular Financial Estimate
is due to the same cause. o L

3. The falling off in the traffic was ry prred to in my lotter No. 153 of 16¢h
March 1874, and in the explanatory memor Sdum from the Examiner of Railway
Accounts. ( .

No. 23D,

Tae Consulting Engincer is requestedj% be good enough to enter somewhat
into detail on the subject of the falling off ¢ ke not receipts on the Madras Rajl-
way in 1873-74, and to explain, for the iI: mation of the Government of Ind ia,
in what districts it is that famine is actig prejudicially to the interests of the

hd ? T L d
Madras Railway, and what are the ordinary annels of grain traffic which have

9 been d’iverted byit. . By O jy ! | |
o (Signed) | \W. WALKER, Coloncl, R.E,,
' {%; 3 10:{‘ Aprit 1874, _____j: f; Secretary to Government, P.1V.D.
H " - No. 420. From Licutenant-Colonel ;T M SHAW-STEW ART, ILE,
zv Consulting Engincer for Railway | ;COloncl G. W. WALKER, RE.
: Secretary to Government, Pubf gorks Departmm t, dated Madras,
A 14th April 1874, No. 224, i S
J ‘k}l Witn reference to the Order ofGovm‘n;'; gdated the 10th A pril 1874, No. 237.
*% D, I have the honour to state that, after: d.isczi [g tho matter with the Traffic Mana-
" ; ger of the Madras Railway, I am of opxmoni ) the large falling off in the ordinary
i receipts on that line during the last thrcej s is due to a generally bad season
. ”y' ’throughout the distriets traversed by the r .

g SR

2. On comparing the station retum% his peried with the corresponding .
ones for the previous year, a decrease is slf . ‘nder goods trafiic Loth in tonnage
and reccipts at nearly every staiio‘n, the§ tions being very few indecd. It -
was at first imagined thatths werehants |
view to the realization of higher prices 0:13 !t of the fa’rxiine' ;
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lookir}z to the ver ] !
the only. conely ion 1 3 y generalnature of the decrease, |
produce han fu[;e thlat can be dm.wél Ls.that the supplics of grain and other ,I |
7 80 low that none is{available for exportation, /‘ ,
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ond i A large amount of grain has hftherto bagn sent to Beypore f,o,n°v0110rg,
o rc.(t)t, .and here the greatest fallin;{, off is shown, That this can be only due
carciby is borne oyt by tho fact tha;t dholl and other food grains have been
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g;z:r:;hi lff;:rrm.;;rehof grain from Vellgre to Madras for shipment in proference to .
to dimin’utio; Puch has not been the cusl ; the decrease in receipts is directly due
5 Th'e lﬂju ;Orliﬂage, and not to suorter distanco carried,
bo attl:ibutgd t 11‘} -class passengor ?raﬁgﬁc s.hows & large falling off which may also |
ot callod o 0 : e pravalent scarcity owing to the stagnation of trade, people are | I8 ) ‘ )
S they L Pon to travel so much onbusiness, and from the Ligh price of food ! : : :
s €Y have hut litt]e money to spare fur travelling on pleasure.

4. It might bo thought that one "result of the Bengal famine would be to j Co : | '
{
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