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Peoczenixgs or mx‘Bpun or Revenur, dated 15th May 1874,

Read the following letter from W. II. COMYN, Esq., Actiﬁg' Callectir of Tinaerely, o
J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 1st May 1874, No. 232 :—

-1 wava the honour, in continuation of my letter No. 222, dated 25th April 1874, to submit
copies of reports received from the Hegd Assistant-Collector, and the Zillah Surg;on, on the
subject of the so-called epidemic in Ottapedaram Taluq.

2. From thess reporta the Board will observe that the virulence of the ;iisease is abating
medical relief has been and is being afforded, and that the disease will probably die out as scon a'n
the rain, which has been threatening-thwnvighbourhoud, comea domn-and roola the atmosphere. .

3. Mr. Boyle seems to be of opinien that the disease, which he calls an epidemie, originated .
at Ramnad, and has travelled south. 1 do mot know whether any outbreak of this disease at

. Ramnad has been reported from the Madura District ; but in this district it seems to have

_ appeared only in localities where black cotton soil prevails, and has attacked only the lower classes, -
. Brabmins and other high caste people having been free from it. ' :

4. It can hardly therefore be termed an epidemic, which i3 a disease genex;a.lly prefalent."
but not dependent on any local morbific cause, and which attacks all persons alike. It is rather

- an endemic disease, or one to which the inhabitants of a particular locality are peculiarly subject,

’

and which, for that reason, may be supposed to proceed from local causes. Dr. Rickard, with

whom I have had a conversation on the subject; is clearly of opinion that the disease is not.
- » - - M - [

infectious, but is one which is liable to break out, ns it were, spontaneously where certain ascer-

tained conditions exist. He does pot attribute it to a.nj malarial poison, on the ,contx;ary, he -

reports tHat the sanitation of the villages he visited was very good, and the water-supply sufficient

" and puré; and it was in one of these villages, Pillayarnattam, that the disease first broke out, and

" again the conditions

where it was most fatal in its effects.
5. The symptoms of the disease, which seems to be a kind of fever, attended with vomiting
and involving dysentery, are described in Dr. Rickard’s report, and he is of epinion that the-

"~ gickness is produced by long daily eapusure 10 the cuny remeiniog fov a luig time without food, . ..

and then eating new cumboo grain, which is notoriously unwholesome and indiéés‘frble.mlvbe}iley,

“ ¢hat these conditions combined, are the cause of the sickness; and new cumboo being cheaper

than old, the poorer classes purchase it, and as it is the povrer classes that have been visited by

" this disease, it is fair to presume that this cumboo diet has helped to induce ita attack.

the services of & Medical 8

6. I have received a report from the General Charge Deputy-Collector, stating that
gickness of a similar character has broken out in the neighbouring taluq of Sattur, and there
are identical —the discase only appearing on black cotton goil, only attacking
the poorer classes who eat new cumboo grain, and leaviﬁg Brahmins and other rice-eaters alone.

7. The Deputy-Collector has promised a. further report, and I have in the meantime called
inquiries as to the progress of the discase, and to let me know whether
ubordinate are required to check it in the talugs under his charge.

8. The Dresser attached to the Collector’s Office remains at Vilatikulam, or in the
neighbourhood, and has received instructions from the Zillah Surgeon regarding the treatment

upon him to make careful

_to be adopted. 1IIe has also been dirccted by Dr. Rickard to report to him any peculiarity he

may notice in the diseage. I hope soon to hear that his treatment has been successful, and thit

there is no further cause for anxiety. .
9. The scason hag been an exceptionally hot one, and the heat is more intense in black cotton

T = - Eoyp——— ———

_3mproving the water-

L)
.

soil-than in other localitiee, and though in the villages visited by Dr. Rickard the water-supply
was reported to be good, it is not 80 in all parts of the talug.. A sum of Rupees 400 has been
placed at the I}ead Assistant-Collector’s disposal from Local Funds for deepening

s

supply in places where it may be deficient. :

»

10. The Head Assistant-Collector has already communicated with the Sanitary Commissioner
on the subject, and I have received a letter from Dr. Cornish, suggesting the propriety of my

1% vl ™
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despatching the Zillah Surgeon to the scene of ‘the outbreak ; I bad already antici arse L ' - : - . - :
g ° 0 H y anticipated the course - vinal p o iead L \ . T
nagsad b ths Sy Comnisioa,whs o rachd s afa D, ican's oo ‘ e wad mac reduced s oo, sk o8 1 v, efued v
. I shall now send & copy of the Zillah Surgeon’ - ' s s s 0
to the Sanitary Commissioner, l;y]d shall do myselfg :’hn: ;T)fz::ra:? :Z tl;et-llend A::m;m' 8 letter ) take the medicine I gave her, there were no more fatal cases. All other cases treated recovered,
further particulars of this disease as may from time to time be re uiredp rtivg to the Board such and some were undoubtedly very ill indeed. It is therefore creditable to Mr. Oleary's skill that
q * he was able to prescribe remedies that proved effectual, without having had the opportunity of
) ‘ . Excrosgee No. 1. diagnosing any-cases. ) _— .
: - . T 11. Of the present state of things you will receive fuller accounts from the Dresser now in
From J. A, BOY Esq., . : : -
rom chﬁ,ctor ?ﬂ. 'Iéizt::fellne?at?;sll{sﬁtm C;g‘;‘:mr' .to W. II. COMYN, Esq., Acting charge, and from Dr. Rickard than I can give. I accompanied Dr. Rickard on the 25th to
I mave the b to submit th " 1 i . th April 1874, No. 100. . Pillagarnattam where the disease had worked itself out, and to Chittanensikenpatty where there
) L EL e honour %o 8u Ifm e report called for in your letter No, 378 of the 25th instants was only one bad case. I shall lcave it to Dr.Rickard to pronounce uptn the character of the
__ .. vescived yesterday, on the satject of the epideraic which hes provailed during the last month ia _the

o e ‘ T discase, but 1 may say- that in-all-cases observed by me, fever and diarrheea combined were the
the north-east .dmsxon of the Otta}pedaram Ta]“?' I submit this report without the delay which mptoms,; and that they both proved amenable to simple remedics—
would be accasioned were I to await the preparation of elaborate etatistics on the subject, for the ' o ' CT R

} principal and enly 3serious sy
reasons that very accurate statistical knowledge is not 80 much required as general inforwation of

small doses of quinine and chlorodyn®; etc. . o
. . 'd ’ b -\ . -
the character and causes of the disease; and that it is doubtful whether trustworthy Szures wil 12. 1 have been told on all sides during the last few days that the disease is abating, and 1
"ever be collected from ignorant aud uncbservant village officiala. °

think there can be little doubt that it only required to be treated with proper remedies. - A small
2. This epidemic locally known a8 * Tannirkudi Noyi,” or the water drinking discase, is

village finds itself being decimated by an unknewn sickness and becémes a prey to sheer terror,
id . \ which at once doubles the number of victims. Added to this is the dreadfully foolish practice of
eai fo have commenced its ravages in the Ramnad couutry, and in crossing our border, appeared . 3
fr.in a scrions form in the village of Pillayarnattam, a small crowded Lamlet con!;inin'r only S {
* 3

fatarving tho sick, that is su axiom of native treatment, and it is impossible to conceive a more
€61 inksbitants, just three miles west of Vilatikulam. Ilere it remained from the latter end of

1 [fahal ¢ause in this discase in.which consuming thirst showed the geverity of the fever, and
L?arch for » full month, ad botween the 23rd March and 15th April there wers no less thaa 1 diarrhoea was constantly present to drain all the strength from the system. It was therefore my
eighteen victims of the fever. ]

!

: first effort to feed the sick ; and [ found in nearly every case the relatives willing and anzious
3. The pior vi'lagers were filled with a superstit;ious fear. In the' sudden outbreak of a

-
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i to cbey instructions in preparing broth and nourishing diet for their patients.
3 13. The Snb-Magistrate of Vilatikulam writes to me to-day to say that there have been no
deaths in that town ; but that one death js reported from each of two villages at a mile’s

:}i}rulent snd unfamiliar form of disease, they saw the angry influence of a deity; and not knowing .‘ ' ‘ more
o ety was sought, 2ot sven was foformation 5cngpt et!;1 Bl;‘o mission to th({ attack of the plague. . : . last week a considerabh? chang.e in the weather. . Thunder snowerg h.a.ve fullen gener.anllly, and the
rom bis bosdaarters, bat wae working 1 s vmweo e Local .Sub-magxstrat,e who was absent K | tomperature is not 80 high as it was early in the month. DBut thisis a very hot trying season,
ge some ten miles away. And it was merely ! ) o " and it i3 not to be wondered that a measure of sickness prevails in parts of the district. *
14, 1 'comuet Lt ihizk.that the discass ignow fairly grappled with and will yiel to steadily

in the ordinary routine of fornishing the menthly ¢ Rirtlo" an
. Sh i o s K irthe'? and ¢ Naaiha - s
Curnam bethought bim of telling the Tahsildar that thirteen vma,e,: had ;‘;‘;“i’n ;B;t :L. ;:Aaxa
Coll . Thhe report pasted in the ordinary course from the Tabsildar to the Trea:::‘b puty ' t
ollector where first it attracted atfention, and was sent to oo epRty= N '

: me for inquir
5. It is much Y. . : . . , : - \
is much to be regretted that a whole month elapsed between the outbreak of this 15. In case the disease continues to travel, as it has hitherto travelled towards, t}ze south,
I think it would be wise to post a Dresser to Ottapedaram to move through the néighbouring

;ickness a;d it: reportdto the local officers, There I3 little doubt that the plague might have
een stayed earlier, th H : g : . . Il RS
What is’m"el; ::;u ::; etoﬁ;‘;:"{:";‘ 1}};@8 mlght. have been saved if we had known of it before. g . villages. Iheard of a case in Copumpatty ; but though my camp was there for three days, no sick

Tahsildar ; aod I cannot but‘rZaret, th“e :fe foiﬁcml. ?ecomes culpable want of intelligenceins 3 were brought to me for treatment ; and in Ettiapuram they knew nothing of it. i o
of his talug seemed o the Tahs?ldar sa A e fact of thirteen deathsin a fortnight in one village | , g 16. Simple directions published in the District Gazette, and especially advice to feed the
bis divisicnal oficer. uch a natural occurrence as mot to be worth reporting to U A  gick and not to starve them, will be useful to those who find themsclves face to face with the disease;
6. As for the Deputy. . . i ' bat as I said before, 1 think the worst phase of it is pasc: and we may soon hope for a clean bill of

puty-Tahsildar of Vilatikulam, & b health. When the statistical returns cowe to hand, I will address you gain on this subject.
- S (True Copy.) - ‘ -

7. i . lam, he had absolutely h i it
The villagers had decided that the epidemic was the st:okeyofe:fr:d::;t::;gzi‘:::!“tho ‘: P ' ’
’ . . ) . (Signed) . W. H. COMYN,

unknown deity, and had put up wreaths at th
. ) : e head of their gt . . o
the evil should pass away. They did nothing, because th streets and patieatly waited motil _ )
¢y knew not what to do. They gare b0 Acting Collector.

medici ] ¢ ;
edicine, for they knew not what to give; and they told nobody of their trouble, because they | : ' ,
’ i ' ’ Excrosoee No. 2. i

lami B oas

! applied remedies. Ilere and there a vilfage may still supply a weak ’arxd_*gickly"“i'ﬁ't.iﬁ”f “but”
we shall have no moro sweeping strokes through a village, if timely warpin’g resul‘ts.‘f"in_ the early

A
Iy v

application of medicines and wise treatment. o

J S S

L]

belie;ed t;:: it ;” a god only, and not man that could help them
. en I received intelligence 3 . ' : " '
 Collestor, . went ta Taticosia andglmwia ox; Eho 16th of the disease from the: Treasury Deputy- From Surgeon F. M. RICKARD, Zillah Surgeon, Tinnevelly, to W. 1. COMYN, Esq., Acting
parcel of drugs with me and went on thegi’(;‘:l: rt:g\‘} ;;:ufll:”,t of what was wanted, I took 2 small— _ o - Collector of Tinnevelly, S ,
9. The disease had hardly touched the coast villagea .Yb;:;!:er. : - : 1 nnn". the honour to inform you that, in accordance with your orders, I left Palamcottah
bad taken the fever in another village, and had come hom; to rec::’ ove sick man in Vypaur who i on the cvening of the 24th instant, and returned again on the 28th April 1874, During this
. 10. Ia Vilatikulam thers were many sick, and [ saw and tr::té 4 ab period T visited the following villages—Copumpatty, Pillayarnattam, Chittanenaikenpatty, Vilati-
in al§ atages of the fever, There had already been threo deaths wh about & dozen who were kulam and Ottapedaram, and made all inquiry into the matter, and from personal observaion,
°a Lgot there, and one man, _obtained as much information as possible concerning this quasi disease Tannirkudi Noyi.

3

. ! 4 -

. >

[ ]
— T e T gt

dated Palameottah, 30th April 1874. 7 - e



2. At Pillayarnattam, where th
tive, I could find no new case, and g,
from this disease,

o discase was but o few weeks back vory rifs and destrue-

w only a few people who were supposed to be convalescing
. N *

3. At Chittanenaikenpatty [ saw and treated three ca
and the other two, both women of about 40 years,
much worse, but that they were now improving.
but as I discovered other causes for his condition,

kudi .\oy.i). The two women were both suffering from dysentery, though not of an scute charac-
ter. This (dysentery) seems to be the termination of the water ‘thirst disease, and in maay of
the fatal cases, has been the direct cause of death,

4. At Vilatiku!a.m s saw three more cases of the socalled disease, -but found that two of
them, both women of past middle age, were suffering from simple diarrheea ; the third, an old
woman of eighty years, was shown to me, 83 a case, in which the symptoms of the epidemic

disease were well marked ; but I could not do the old woman the injustice cf saying that she suffred
from anything else, but old 8ge and infirmity,

5. It will be thus seen that I had no
arrive at my conclusiong from general infor
been attacked and were now convalescent,

6. The so-called disease, Tannirkudi Noyi, signifying ** water drinking disease,”” cannot,
in my.opinion, be classed ag 3 disease, it being ouly a symptom.of other and more serious
mg!adxes. The patient is at firgt attacked with fever, remittent in character, and sickness of
8uf:h intensity, that water even i3 not retained on the stomach. This emesis soon abatcs, and
thirst takes its place, and the patient pleased at being able to retain water on his stomach, drinks
large quantities to the utter exclusion of any thing in the shape of food. This of course bas its
consequence in the shape of dysentery which soon sets in, and if not at once treated, very quickly
carries off the patient. It jg a4 once remarkable, as well as true, that no Brahmin or other high
caste people have suffered in any way from this disease. The gcx'xerality of the persons attacked,
or, I may say, the whole of the sufferers, belong to the lower classes, who earn their living by cotton
picking, which necessitates their exposure from early morn till sun set. during which time thoy
take 2o food, and eat only on thejr retarn from work, or once ja 24 hours, I may here remark
o1 the range of the thermometer + I took observations three times in the day, aad note below the’

ses—one, & man aged about 53 years,
These three cases, as I learnt, had been
The man was exceedingly weak and emaciated,
T could not attribute it to the disease (Tannir-

opportunity of observing a typical case, and can only
mation obtained, and from such of the cases as had

result:—
8 a.x. Thermometer... T -1 3
12 a.x. Da. s ses  eee  eee s ... 08 .
4 p.u. Do. T ¢ ) O 5

7. The spplication of s clinical thermometer to the persons of the attacked showed no

kigher range than * blood beat,” though it must be remembered, as I before stated, I saw no-

case at its worst.

8. In the treatment of these peculiar symptoms, as in the generality of sickness, the friends
~of the suferers adopt their vsual method, viz., starvation, which I need scarcely eay does not

assist in the cure. I left 1st Class Hospital Assistant, P, X ulliah Naidoo, at Vilatikulsm with
medicines, and requested bLim to give me further

inf. s jarit
he might notice in the discase, e, sad reportto me any pecalisciy
9. 1 must here remark that the sani
water-supply sufficient and Ppure. -
10. In conclusion

tation of the villages visited was very good, and the

I t the whole of this disease to & certain goddess
(Mauree) from the north, and 83y that medicines will not do a8 much good as Pongzals.
(True Copy.)
(Signed)  W. II.COMYN,
Acting Collector.
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Semurrrep for the information of Government, :xxicontinuatlon of I??ard 8 Proceedingy, da _°
4th May 1874, No. 1,034, A . ! :
2 ! Copic:s of th; letter and enclosures will alsosb commuicated to the Surgeon-General,
Inlian Medical Department, the Sanitary Commissip:.’or, and the Collector of Maldura, The la.s't-
named officer will report whether there has been any a‘:;uilar outbre?‘k at?amnad or elsewhere in

the district.

-
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‘ 4
(True Copies and Extract.) g

i B S R . V1411 ub-Secretary.

To the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
.~, the Surzeon-General, Indian Medical Department.

.7 the Sanitary Commissioner. . . . |
'thle Collector of Madura, with Board's Proceedings, dated 4th May 1874, No. 1,034,

’ . . I
»» the Acting Collector of Tinnevely. _
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.+ Disease—of a novel character attendid with ! ) . T
thirst and vomiting.—Tinnevelly Collector’s ; . _ E
letter forwarding further reporton outhreak of - . t
T e— in Ottapedgyam Tuluq, submitted to Govern- o ) .
ey L ( ment, an{..mm of Collector's letter and enclo- ) . - _
T } . g7 eures compnmicated to Surgeon-Generah Indian :
bR . - Medieal ,Defartment, “Santtary OoBBmvﬂs:oﬁ _
m T R . and Collggtor of Madura.: Last-named ‘pflicer ; R !
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