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' A . "Ko.1,034 - S S
PzoczepiNgs oF TdE Boasp op REVENUE, éixted 4th May 1874 ‘ :
Acting Collector of Tinnevelly, to‘ . '
d 25th April 1874, No. 222 :—
ard and Goverament, the outbreak,

Read the ‘following letter from W. II. COMYN, Esq.,
“J. 4‘QROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, date

~

: 1t zarET to have to report, for ‘the information of the Bo
in the Vilatikalam Division of the Ottapidaram Talug, of a disease of a grievous and apparently

{  novel character, which has also, though confined within certain local limits, assumed the propor-

! / tions of an epidemic. ‘ | |
2. The matter was first brought to the notice of Mr. Locke, the Treasury Deputy-Collector,

probably in consequence of the tabulation of Vital Statistics being under that officer’s super-

vision, in an Arzi, Jdated 13th instant, by the Tahsildar of Ottapidaram, in which ha veports that
¥ he had, on the same date, reccived a report from the Curnam of Pillayarnattam, attached to the

stating that between the 23rd March and 8th April thirteen persons

Ettiapuram Zemindari,
' (five males gnd eight females) had died in the village from a disease called safa i@y SmauT&u
freely translated, means vomiting caused by unquenchable thirst, and that

y arg g wl}ich. being
ere attacked with the same symptoms. ahe Tahsildar, at the sawe time,

. . ten more persons w
i reportﬁd that‘he bad sent, in & Yadast to the Vilatikulam Deputy-Tabsildar, directing him to ~
l .- proceed at once t0 the vilfage, make inquiries, and report upon the nature of the disease, etc. “

and had, moreover, sent ordcr.s to the Yi]lage-oﬂicers to submit daily reports on the subject.
" - Immediately on receipt of .thxs report, the Deputy-Collector wrote a letter, No. 1,183,
X dated 15th instant, to the Head Assistant Collector, within whose division the village in question
" s situated, detailing the fact§ and requesting him to cause immediaté inquiry to be made as to
"~ the nature of the disease, in View to medical help being sent to the suffirers as soon as possible.
* 4. On the same date, the Deputy-Collector sent an order to the Tahsildar dirccting bim to" .
* forward the Curnam's original report and all reports reccived on the subject, This report was
accordingly sent to the Deputy-Collector, and reached him on the 22nd instant; and subsequeutly,
a further report was sept from the Curnam_stating that two more persons had died on tho 9th
snstant, in the same village, from the sawe disease which, in this report, is termed gt G-
arif. which meand « yomiting caused by driuking water.” o , ,
5. On the 22nd instant, the 1lead Assistant Collector replied to the Deputy-Collector's
! letter of the 15th, and wrote from Vilatikulam. This letter was received by the Deputy-Collee-,
{ tor *yesterday, and a copy was sent me by that officer on the same day. A copy of this letler,
i \ 47 yith enclosures, i8 gubmitted for the Boarfl’s perusal, as it tells us how ‘matters stand. From
! . paragraph 3, it will be seen that the disease is not copﬁned to Pillayarnattam, from which reports
the ‘Deputy-Collector, but has unfortunately extended to several other villages,

seven deaths.
Assistant Collector,
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were. sent 1o
causing in all sixty-

. The Ilead
regarding the discase,

} /& frombisltter it sppear
’ v kulam, but, 88 jsolated cases were reported as occurr

! . medicsl subordinate might be deputed to proceed to the spot. -
. m. It appeared tome, however, that, looking at the novel and unascertained character of

the discase, the extent of its ravages, and the great consequent mortality, it would be of very little

- to send out & mere medical subordinate, euch a5 8, Dresser would be, but that the very. best

“medical aid; 8Kill, and “experience available were Tequired o dealwith the outbreak in's satis” ’
factory manner. « Imgnediately, thcref:ore, on receipt o.f }Ir. Boyle's .letﬁer yesterday afternoon,

. T went up to the 7illah Surgeon Dr. Rxckart?, and, ha:vmg consulted him in the matter and shown

him the pa'pers connected with the case, .d1rec.tc‘d him to proceed, ‘without delay, to Vilatikulam

with o BUPPIY of medicine, and, after having visited the affected villages and inquired carefully

f the disease, and other circumstances connected with

into the cause of the outhreak, the nature o
it, to report results and apply for such further aid as, in kis opinion, might be necessary,

[ i ! ' ’

»

' : ‘ ‘
before leavieg Tuticorin, had consulted Dr. O'Leary

and had supplied himself with medicines made up for distribution ; and,
g that he has been treating persons attacked with the dizease at Vilati-
ing in other villages, be reguested thata
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. variety of causcs ; but, as to whether it is of pnre

- Mr. Locke explains that he wrote to Mg

. mess to proceed to the spot, should anything occur to render
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‘Surgg;n':\ilig;zs:]m;:dhge’ I (l;h;]c_ed the Dresser attached to the Collector's Offico at the Zillau
Zilah Surgecs an’d " Il;ticm: ' im to start f:or Vilatikulam without loss of time. Both the
Vﬂatikulau:, e e . resser .started Jast night, and are, in all probability, by this time at
oa the spot ’ MeamiOIISuDat‘lIo{r.l ;nth'the Head {&ssistant Collector, who, for the present, remains
Regiment, ) By tlné:'arle‘ r. Rickard's local duties are being performed by Dr. Cook of the 24th
carry out g ove arrangement, the Dresser, who is an intelligent man, will be ablle to

ny method of treatment and measures of reljef which may be initiated by the Zillah

Surgeon M and I hO ll y
’ pO 5 Ol'ﬂ to be &ble to report tha. vi i i
N \ . . H the n‘ulence Of the GI)ldemlc has D‘batbd,
9. From parngraph 5 Of the Head Assistant C

. . ) 11 ' :
the disease is supposed to have originated in, and e lotter, the Bourd will abservo that

spread from, Ramnad, and is attributed to a

gome way or other from other places, I am. f, tll{—]omI it or has been communicatsd in
- . g » trom the informati
an opinion. The medical oflicer at Tuticorin i f Fastion bofore me, unablo to venturo
~y

to the belief that the epidemic is 3 form of int rom the information at his disposal, inclined

merely on reports received from the Sub-Magigt Cr:lit‘teng fever ; but, as this opinion is founded
i “tagistrate, it can } \
ﬁit?:;’;ts.cznectox:‘ ;tates that the diseaso is locally t;igubeaiepenqciaf’ '1;6 I'Icad
: ¥ Sickness i bu, in the absence of 3] L . serafi @eGsris or
its origin, sympt ) reliable diagnosis or trusty i i
cxact natare, or the ety ™ 172400, 504 the Tk, it wauld bo idls v ol an b ite
thrown when we receive Dry ‘;{i‘:klalrfysﬂhould b: called. On these points, no doubt, light will bo
not appear from Mr. Bovle’ report, 1In the meantime, I may r " that 1 )
oylo’s lotter or from other sources ¢hat tize sick:es: Iir;qcr:u:(zu;;;cfz:

. '] rathel' b the e i 1 i

10.  From paragraph 1
Collector's letter of the 15th

" his knowledg : 3 dsr. 1t ia frna, .
ge to the DeP“*.Y-CoHector, but he was %o;gbaféeﬁzstshgozsz;? communic ‘tt ('a;“ﬁ G
0 communicato &t qnco

and it does not yet appear what action the -

v the divisiona] officer ;
?

Tahsi .
'sildar took op r eceipt of the Tahsildar's original Yadust.

er was yesterday, when copy of Mr. Boyle's
Previously the Deputy-Collector mentioned
m, and that he had sent for information,

time out iu the distrioh, not fur from thy s O?r:}!i instance, as that gentleman wag at the
e outbreak ; and there is no doubt
that

Mr. Lock i ; .
, ocke acted 'thh a!l possible Promptitude; at the same ¢ .
10 should have immediately communicy A me time, I have pointed out to him that

a copy of his letter to the Ifead Assistant Collecte head of the district, or, at least, sent me

instance, and with the best of motives, in order to s'cu'er;;'mth mhom he communicated ia the firs
lmg, : ‘

12. I bave now called on the ITcad Ags
sty ssistant

break of this disease and all the circumstances CODI:lezzg

report of the Zillah Surgeon, I shall bo in position

information on tho subject to the Board of Revenue

11.

réported to hj
- Boyle in the

to submit more detailed and reliable
In the meantime, I hold myself in readi-
my Presence at Vilatikulam necessary,

) [ .
t

Excrosuse No. 1, ‘ '

From J. A. BOYLE, Esq., Acting Ilead Assistant Collector, to S, I. LOCKE, F,
Collector of Tinnevelly, dated Vilatikulam, 22nd April 1874, No 9’4 " Depty-

; ]:’orm letter, No. 1,183, on the subject of the epidemic sicknesg in the Vilatikulam Diyisi
surprised me considerably, as I had received no information of the outbreak Ham Bivision

L

»

1 e e L U N T emetde . o b e
— L o LR RN
e A I
s

R L T

with it, and, on receipt of this and the .

TN Gem b o i

- N
T ememe Rl

L e

MRS

: v ‘.‘\ T

¥ . - ©
- -

.
>5e
T - ¥

. . . . PR

= .- é ) “

2. Having, however, since then received fall reports from the local Sub-Magistrate, and

having made inquiry in the peighbourhood of these afllicted villagers, I find that the epidemio

s Rolamalayaspaiti s o

3. The list per margin of the villages attacked shows that in some the epidemic, which is
' locally. known 8 the ‘‘ Tanirkudi nove,” or

thirsty sickness, has been disastrously secvere.
Isolated cases are also cceurring in other
villages, and, I think, it would be well that a
medical subordinate should be deputed to com-
pound and distribute medicines from the centre

of Vilatikulam. ,

4. Defore leaving Taticorin, I eonsulted Dr. O'Leary as to the infercnces to be drawn from
the eymptoms described in the Sub-Mazistrate’s reports, and he is inclined to the belief that thfa
 epidemic is a form of intermittent fever, not differing in any essentials from those frequently pre-

valent in this country. I enclose a copy of the instructions given by him, and the form into

Village. No of De;thi."
Pflaysroattam .. 18 -

20
Sangurni ver 16
Vilatikulam . e - s e 3 .
Sengalpadeiee s aee e 7
Man@kulam  we o0 cos v 8

-

District Gazette. e also supplied-me with some medicines made up for distribution, and these
I am now endeavouring to distribute where they are required.

5. The disease is gaid to have originated in, and spread from, Ramnad, and it is attributed
variously to the heat of the weather, the shortness of the water-supply, and the ill-effects of eating
ew cumboo grain, which is heaty and unwholesome if eaten before age has mellowed it. Pro-

n

that a season of such general drought should, in this district, produce some disease.

P

}
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t the fever for from three or four to twenty days. DBut the presence of a professional doctor would

[ do far more than amateur efforts can produce to check and cure this epidemic.

"7, My

! gent will prov

[ cannot afford to suppl
with the Coliector an

measuredas il ceffcctually fhc

y this neighbonrhood. I think it would also be well if you communicate

ck the spread of this serious sickness.

(True Copy.) -
W. II. COMYN, &

Acting Collector.

(Signed)

|

Excrosure No. 2. . o, . .
Directions for using the Medicines.
- wae erson 18
Cowd Hix ;‘:e following morning let him take one of the ¢ purgative powders'” stirred up in a
p:ow e d after the bowels have been moved, let him commence with the ¢* quinine powders,””
htt!e T ;tl:mes a-day stirred up in a little water. When diarrheea sets in, let him take
taking one fzxree s zent pills,” two, three, or four times a-day, according to the severity of the
one of the astrm; t}))e lo'oseness of the bowels at the commencement of the fever, the *“fever
Should there should not be taken, but the sick man should commence

ative powder” w . .
at once, and he may, at the same time, take one of the **astrin-

|

b
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| purging.

[ -powder’’ and **purg 4

P taking the * quinine powders
orning. bove doses are for adults. For youtbs ‘

. m ,gh‘oﬁd'lié"given, nnd for children under six years of age, one-fourth

f hould be confined to conjee, pepper-water and rice, and wesk mutton

¢ . ] A

‘y':‘

L

gent pills” gigh_t apﬁ
of age, half the sbove doses 8
of the above doses.

or chicken broth.

The dict 8

(True Copy.) .
: (Signedy <= W. II. COMYN,
L \3* . ' : Acting Collector,

3

2t WU SIS
ORIV P EE RS .
o e eI -

S

T ) . - SR

- . . - PR - ,.;;':

is sufficiently serious to require the immediate adoption of measures preventive of its extension.

which I bave thrown them for popular circulation. They might usefully be published in the

bably, theso causes combined have originated this outbreak of sickness; and it is not to be wondered

6. In this town, I have just scen and treated seven patients who have been suffering from,

small stock of medicine will soon be exhausted, and I beg that the medical offcer .
ido himself from Palamcottah with the necessary drugs, as the Tuticorin dispensary

4 Zailah Surgeon on this subject, that they may adopt such preveniive .

attacked by fever, he should take at going to bed one of *the fever

The above doses are for adults. For youths under fourteen years_
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. Excrosvke No. 3. .

‘ Directions for Treatment of Patitntsin the Tanivkudi Novu, = - '
- ON the first attack of the fever, the patient must take one fever powder at night in half ollock

of water. Next morning, if his bowels are not open, he should take one purgative powder in half
. ollock of water; if he is attacked by purging, hesh

ould take two or more pills, until the purging is
! eh_GCked'v As long as the fever lasts, and until the patient is recovering, he should take tho
quimne powder regularly three times a-day in half ollock of water, . )
E 2. The patient may be allowed to drink as much liquid as he desires ; but care should be
; . taken to keep up Lis strength, and not to starve hima. If Le drinks water, it should either be
: " pure good water, or, if that cannot be had, the ordinary villago water should be boiled, skimmed,
| and drunk when cold; but milk or conjoe-water or pepper-water or mutton or chicken hroth are
all b.etter than plain water. The patient should be kept well covered at night, and as cool as
. Fossible by day, bat not exposed either to the sun or wind, The principal thing is to keep up his
1 strength by checking the purging and by nourishment, The doses prescribed are for adults;
‘ )"0uths should receive Lalf uantities and infants quarter,
) . (True Copy.) *
: " , (Signed) - W. II COMYN,
b : Acting Collector.
£ Tt —t—
: SuBuyTTED for the information of Govercment,
.2' “The action taken by the Collector appears to have been judicicus, The Doard await the
detailed report promised,
.3. Mr. Comyn’s letter, with its enclosurc, will be communicated to the Surgeon-General, -
Indian Medica] Department, and the Sanitary Commissioner, with the request that they will fayour
. © the Board With any suggestions they may have to offer in“regard to the nature of the discase
; ' and the best mode of treatment,
5 ' (True Copics and Extract.)
S P . : ' . . . -
é Now - ‘ : J
PN : . . Acting Sub-Secretary.
: . .
: 1 To ”@cﬁng Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. .
’ \ »s the Surgcon-Gcneral, Indian Medical Department. '
RN » the Sanitary Commissioner. ’
A% » ’Lho Collector of Tinnevelly, ‘
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