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Procealm 78 of the Madras Gozenzmem, Recenue Depairtment,
9¢h October Y874, : . ’

'.i\"o. 88. TReud tho following Procecdings of the Doard of Revenue d.xted 10th
. . qep;c.nbcr 1874, No. 2,690, Forest No. 172:— - .

Read the following letter from A. WEDDERBURN, Esq,, Cullcetor of C’oun«
batoré, to J. GROSE, E sq., b@cretar) to the Board of Revenue, dated
25th August 1874, No. 203 ‘ . D
I uave the honor to submit to GOV'crnx'n":-n.t, through the Board of Revenue, ' -
the following exphnatory remarks in- refsrence to the oxpressions made use of -
by the Board, in regard to my report on.the Gopatairy and uPpor Bhowany
Forest ranges in this district.
2, Government called for a report on ths extent and resources of thesa”
forests, which wero described by MaJur Buddome (who had not inspected them) a3 of
+" great extent and 1mportanoe, and so leading to the creation of another forest range. '
3 This order was passed on 2nd July I873, and apparently, no steps had
* peen taken to supply the report by Mr. Ross in October of 1873.

4. 1 must hereinform Government that I was prostrated by a severe illness, -
coutracted in disclarge of my public duty, by making a preliminary inspection
in May and June of th{, disputed Mysore boundary, ou the malarious mountain

‘ rangzes of Collegal, in conscquence of which, Thad to take urgent sick leave, in
anticipation of aanctxun, Wlthout being even able to hand over my treasury. -

5. Trom that sickness, I did not récover for some qutns, and us I before
abaind T frnisadd #hat Afy T\’ne" L nat {a (ather munn’ Hed Lxﬂ‘enrmeut Lth ihe,.

required report. . .
6. In October Mr. Ross weat on his ms*zecnon tour, and on hLisreport reachs

ing me, hav ing regained some btrmﬂth, 1 procecdcd to make a personal inspection
4

of the Forest Ranges in question, beginning at'the notth-east f‘:ld proceeding

along the hill forests south- -west, describizg their contour, position, and local

- -

names and apparent capuacitics. .
L fad
7. Somc names are not given at all 1 in the Trigonometrical Suarvey Map;

and part of the map, whxch should m.g.uda, Kurudi Mallay or Lamptf),avs peak
range is cven wantxn
8. I venture to submit that my repert is intolligible ; but it is characterised
by the Board of Revenue as “ rendering confusion worse confounded.”™ N
9. Althongh the report was before the Board for eight muatns, ey never:

) ¢ ] , :
asked a single exphmtlop, or pointed to- any matter on 'wlum the}t ,reqmredﬂ .

¢lucidation.
10. The report was simply handeld over to the Inspector of Forosts, who

made romarhs shicreon, without any inspectiva of tue country. -
‘11. It is diflicult to identily places, not named in the map, and my olject :
was to describe the pn:itiou of the various ranges, their local names, and such parti-
¢+ eulars. as could not be aathered from tho map. There are. various names.
for manntains eu Jing ia * Malay,” ¢ Gici,” and ¢ Botta, " which are the Tamil |
anl (, muarese words for noaatain, and 1f t‘us Board were in waat of any informa- .

tion, I would gladly have supphed it. . ,.
12. Tdo not suppose that Government required e to fhl'lllbh 2 map of

i e

. this esfensive range, in tho tine expucted for t‘}.n repart,  The Allas sheat,.
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. Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department, o o L
¢ 9¢% October 187 4. ‘ i

L . .

W vemra

No. 61, is the only one which can be referred to, and this is both incorrect, and
incomplete. ( | ' | o
13. Likewise, I could pass no opinion on'the triangular piecce of forest claimed - :
by a Malabar proprietor, referred to in a rough sketeh by Mr, Ross, es such claims
have to be formally investigated and settled.
[ 14. To sum up: there was a delay in carrying out the order of Goverment
; of 2nd July 1873, by the Deputy Conscrvator. On my return from sick leave, I
4 took the matter up, and desired the tour to be made, and report furnished
without further delay, and so soon as health and strength allowed, I subsequently
proceeded to test tho accuracy of the report, by my personal observations and
enquiries. Mr. Ross (and this will account for so.ne diffcrence in statewent) did o .
not ascend several of the ranges, which I inspected, and I had hoped that, by | ' ) .
referring to their gencral position and characteristics, I had rather elucidated, than . ‘ _ ;
rendered “confusion worse confounded,” his detailed description of the various : -
trecs found in the several localities, which are not to be identified by name in the -

incomplete and incorrect Government map. ; b
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QuparTTED to Government, with reference to Board’s Proceedings, dated 8th
- August 1874, No. 2,147,
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. (True Extract.) ' , ¢ O . : |
v e (Signed)  C. G. MASTER, - | i
Acting Secretary fo Government, : b
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To the Board of Revenus, ,
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