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(,‘é RN No. 49, Read the followmf' letter ﬁom Sx}g«eon-(}enelal B, G. B.‘T"OUR

. . ;; "' T Surgcon-General, Indian Medical Depaltnmnt, to the Secxemry v Govern-

h ; L ment, Revenue Departmont dated F01t St.‘Geor«re, loth aeptcmmr( 1474,
I | No. 428:— SR Y !

, R - - the honor to submit t¢ the Right 1Ionorable the Governorin Covncﬂ all tlu, miurmatlon
F § R which had been obtain d ro'rardmg the discase attended with great thu;i Erom W huh

/"{ R the pwplo were sufferinig, uvahe Tinuevelly and adjoining districts.
\

d LN - IIospxtaI ‘Assistant V. Ror ASaWmY, No. 256, and a report from ospital Assistant
: o o . P. Nalliah Naidu, No. 476, dcecnptue of the causes of sickness which occurred 1n the’
i Ettiapuram and Ottapldmaq Talugs of Tinnevelly. ' Iospital Assistant V. Rama-
Wonel o sawmy says he had, under h.- medical care, scventy-sxx cases of the water-drmkmrv

dates at which he saw these allmcn.s The symptoms which he describes as uttendm«v

DU

sy e
S

RN LA
- .
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" indicatcs as causes scarcity of water with severe heat,” as he found a peculiar taste
. in  almost cvery tank and well suuk ; 1 the bed of the river adjacent to each village,
o ‘ nnpreﬂnatcd with saline - mattexs, Litt r and unfit “yinking purposes. The treat-
AN 1nent he ndoml was suoh ag is usual .- " fever attend _kith aev ore heat nf ekin. T

R

b o 1cports “the occurrence of ‘fhirteen deaths from p “iarrhoea and d) bcnter) br0110ht on ﬁ ont
S lnmv on water and pot tuking any nounshmg fuod.

. P""’o‘:‘:-ﬂ R I

¢

ut 3 low ebb ; and the wells something dreadful to behold with thick, black fetid mud

S August of the current year. Surgeou Rickard recognises that there has been a laroe

{ O am
Y A S .
R u munity, but is of. opinion that the diseases have been Ydl‘lOIh, end that thcre has not

been any ¢ epidemic pr(,mlhn.,._

S, T . -to better food and to an abundant rain-fall as a remedy for the cxisting condition, and,

 ‘- :' . whilst the- pcople arc being supplied with rice, milk, efc., fromn the Chuttrum fund
‘ : recommelld‘3 that all suspected eases of Tunnir-kudi-novoo should be fed from that
U a; he recemmends that a medical qubordmate should perlmbuhte the d.htl‘h,t and

mduce the villagers to remedy the dcfectlve sanitation.

I~ my letter, N.. 363, dated llth Aucmst 1874, and the atiached report {1 had

- Itave now to st “mit a further rcpo1t from Surgeon Rickard and one ﬁom -

S o " disease, mostly mild, and some 1+ uiring little or no freatment; but ho do:.s not gne the -

- the discase are those of fever with a v: ry hot skm 1 gather from his remarks that the S
' poople attributed the disease to the U 3 of unnpe Cumboo (Penczllarza spicata), which
" bhad been cut before fully ripened, and . scant rain-fall ; and- the Hospital Assistant also -

L o © 8. Survcon “Rickard madu a house-to-house visitation of Ettxapuram along with -
b T Mr’ pird. " He describes it as a poor, dependent village ; its sanitary condition'as, indeed, -

{
B SR round thetr Walls, constantly stirrod up and rendered more lignid by the crowds of per- -

£ .~ "sons, the water percolating into the wells ; the well-water brackish; and the whole .

y country for miles around with a parched up and thheu—d appeurance | Ile found to -
ERRER N be duc to ‘other ailments many cases whick the peoldc Delieve to- be of this nmew
R duaease but that there has been very severe gickness in that locality is proved by. the -
AL gt that of fifty-two cases thirtcen had died,—25 per cent. ,-——bct“ een Oth July and 8th -

Gl ount of sickness and increased mortality in a poor, ill-fed, and badly houscd (‘om- N

T ILe is inclined to nﬂirﬂ)ute the sickness of the pcoplc e
LU e the use of the unripo "Cumboo grain, used while too recently gathered. e looks .
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o - 2 4.- In my former letter I mentxoned that the exammatlon whlch had been made‘_
'L . ofthe sample of the grain reccxved from Tmnevclly f:nled to detect any difference in ~
TENLLT it from that found in the Madras market the reports now sent pomt to new Cumboo D
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. 7'006’(’({[7198'0 th T e .
4 7y .
e f Ma‘{"aslwr rament, Revenue Dq,\r{mmt v
M;‘““”Wm(i—/_{i[_l(‘lo ar 1871. ’ . .
[y ‘/I? “.' 3. .
havoNn A el §0f ths wells ar, almb-l:tmess'° But the state of the drinking waleT
Distrid] :h?fa on of approvzy dimc;éd :;m Ic)mt to produce severo diseases 5 nvd 1
0 detag a warr ” e Deputy-Surgeon-G : r
at tract, op f:)t medical officer to repurt, on :’ho sam.ctncral of t.hf: Southe ; rt
i"::llts ‘ith N untr.Y and to Cdn'y witl “hi .. ary condition 0f th
With which he will pect, Lo medic

L 6. 1 LecCiun - C
g hafha o} o r‘nls}z:d that, while so employed, the Ape o
- Jose by leavi 3 rank and bc'eémpen's;it wli for Apothecy
- Wby teaving his fixed qf ed for the Rs. 30N

ft‘nt. of his salury which w.

‘-'i-nllg(} ‘]n ﬂ:

vb allowed the march-
iensem which he would
le, an allowance of 50 per

tplomtmcnt, or, if more acccp';
ould be Rs. 75 per moath.

———

From Surgeon F. M. RICRARD, 21 Ereiosca No L.

tor of T lah Suroean T :
or of Tinnevelly, dated o 1 Surgeon, Tinnerfly, to R K. PUCKLE, Esq, Coliec

ameottah, 3]st x.\u,r.,.mt 1874, No. 169. ‘

Ix eompli ’
Phanc’e with
your letter, N
"M you that T havo visited and ::r 0. 084, dated f 1th August 1874, I have the hopor to

my inquiry t : -
quiry there, efully luspecte f Ettiapuram, and give below the results of

Ettiupuram is essent]

da : .sent_mllya 00T ¥i i
made e.I:xz(ilf ];t Position ; the lxol:xse: :lrI:gl:dthc mhﬁ
hohild —tha g sy 8 villago is, indeed, at e
i ;ilk‘ black. fetid mud mtmiyt}\ ey
oo ¥ the crowds of eXing 1

830 mto the wells
colating back. The’

info

tants for many reasous being in & POT
veutilated ; tho streots are dirty snd ill-
>; and the wells are something dreadful to

e .
round “I.)hs;: l:;::q;i‘“g thi‘m,'thns: rendering it more easily absorbed
some, Ag water of this village is LT precautions taken against the soiled water DT
has a with Prosent, thero is no sign of rain’ tl]in Fure and brackish in taste and cannot be whole-
rine ered and parched appearan ere, and the whole place and for some miles round
who o{;tq)e time I was at Ettiapuram ;Ie' There has been 1o rain there now for nearly 8 yet
nppenae’&‘i"d for me much ugetul infon: ]:de Bouso-to-house visitation accompunied by BIr. Bird,

- sbular statements, to which r;’l:l?z’xlili n:}:}’:‘"‘::i::;::: Itl;xl;c’;)?;smyfi Pauires r{ -

o of my report.

The first point I w .
:”"}113 to me to Lo g (;::i;’:;lce is, that tho number of cases of Tuunir-kudi-novoo reportod
:mt » they had no connection {1 88' maYT)' cases swore attributed to this discase ; whercas, in
bomfl observation, To given whatever with it. This I was ablo to prove and verify by my per-
Sf;tnkfuted to Tunnir-kudi-n:‘.z:%ml’le ?f the manner in which every case of sickness is at once
lit:lc: :lig:laud its. parents wwere pex:feitlfyhiidagi% t?n mf)n.ths was .shown to me and symptom?
) Anoth:as smply suflforing from teeudnz o impression that it had the disease, whereas tbf’
ghLaer ex . . . .

b ample is almost as far-fotched, in which an old woman, aged 80 yenrs, guffor

Ang from s Dree m
. g6 malighiant tuniows™ b thg Wt
guant tunioir™ o th BUCK “Or e heT; Was Eno dadalinas

. of Tunnir-kudi-novoo.

the slightes .
th 16 slightest doubt that : o :
® above-named disense and vwrongly attxr';;trzt;rzoo:tmges hae been roported o3 sulfering. {rom

l Sc’éondly _1 f i
. ound th . : :
f;mlt pumber thirteen had di:(fizit\zo cafes of Tunnir-kudi-novoo had been reported, end that of
. - twe i PR

8 leT f& ;he whole of the fifty-two ease: ir -ilglife}:q:ﬁ:;o v::;tl:lout. any treatment whatever. In

. Lirdly~=Y would he o 4 . . ed. )
deaths with age and cas::e r%g‘f:;k on the thirtcen deaths as reported. Tuble D gives the
. ith reference to the ages of the deceased, I find that they are

rather under tha
T . over-st .
? ated. In the thirteon deaths it ‘will be noticed that ten are 40 years

ansnre &/

.03 suitable for the

¥ constantly being stirrod up and render®’
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 Jatterly suffered much fxym dysentery,

- and had fevex, which eventual,

 respectively ;

R IR

Of the three remaining cases, €.,

and above.
informations from the relatives of
0. 10 the husbard stated that
had no children.

which eventually
ter's age wes ncarly 50
aufléred from dysctlery

 Inthe case of N
They had been married four years but

mother states that her ¢ ugh

sivk for six rionthe and " ad

In the case of No. 8 (a’.\\'ox;p‘)m boy) the
ANt . .

carried him off.

Thus, of the thirteen deat 3, we have

© Fourthly.~—We now come.t.
be noticed that six are above 63 s
the exception of No. 1, just such cav 3
ment. - The first casevin_tlxig"f&b'le,-—a >
put which I treated.and relipy
to Tunnir-_kudi—novbo,‘«.;x;rd the
grain. There was thirst in this cas
practice. This case, however, was better yi,'_g-t}n
Of the remainder of the cases in ’th_is;gsmtemer.ltﬁi
Ty

diarrheea v \s possibly t

: o N RS ¢ ¢
Noz 8 10, aud 13, I gleuned t.h’}"l".l‘king
. N 4 . o ¢

the deccased persons :i— S :

eleven cases 0

but this is not s};iﬁcieut evidence to prove
anreasouable to suppose. that ti% whole number (thirteen : _
: : ¢he cases actuslly seen tabulated in Fori C. Of theseit will = --*

of age, suffering from various complaints,
‘a5 exist in every village,
- ung female nged 25,—was$s

e, but 3 vt excogsive,—DO
T left tiie village.

at, Devenue Department, /

-

w—

his wife had . always been var @ cokly.
She was always subjec - to Ciarrhcza, and
proved fatal. In the case ¢ No. 13, the -~ = 7~
when she died, snd that * . aad been

up to"the day of Les-oath.

friends stato he was ill about a ngr;:a“ “=A.a-half

1 40 and sbove;;and two of 22 and.12,
the existonce of- anr epidgmic, nor is it
Y died from genergl causes.

. and the rest, with

only. fequiring some Little treat<

: uftering from severe diarrheea,
toms which might be attributed

od. In tiig cn.so there were symp

he rqsult of the -giqptintled use of Cumboo
t more o .thnrri met with in ordinary

t will be unneccssarytor(port further, as 7

{he cases speuk for therselves. S e B A _ g
cm e or castes have been particularly’ attacked with the /-

what
ven ¢

Fifthly—The next point i,
digease ?  In Form P the castes are gi
 meut_3t. will. e _poticed that_forty-five
two Betelmonger, and three
tainted with heredita

Brahman has been at

Maravens,
one and, I regret to say,
Lo noticed that not a single
Bigher castes have escaped any ilt
 gttacked with the disease the grea
to 70 years of age. o
" ..That there has been & large
1 believe;; but when we come to ¢
* gre PoOOT, ill-fed, and badly-housed, I
"of an epidemic, which, if p
.~ staple-food of the people 0
unsatisfactory owing to the great want of rain.
has ot matured in t
properties belonging “to it.
anifest why'it is eaten by *the

itism
I have not the slightest doubt, and

~ Until we can have thé- Llessing ¢
continue to o greater or, lessor degree
course, it Was possible to provide, the afflic
are now sick are being Suypplied with' rice, 2
suspected Tunnir-kudi-novoo should be at’ onee
niuch good is to be gnin}';.d from medi
ordered to travel from
the villagers to take gome steps to rem
" 1 have the honok o enclose the reports t
to render what ‘:x)ss'isthnpe they could in some: 0

"L gupposed to existe <. )

ve. ¢
e

In

Moreover,'t

§ good rain, I

. PR Y
. RN i ~
PO :.’IA/

‘L3¢ che number attacked

_pe.sons_of the_ Weaver cast:
TWeaver caste 18 notoriously an unhealthy ;7"

Pandarama ihe
an alarmir_lg extent. - It .“;ill U

ry syphilitic poison to

-offects of the disease.
test number were old and e

aminfnt of sickness i
onsider that the pop
do not admit that there has been an;

resent, would ,rgspéct little,
£ this part is Cumboo, and th

he ear before it has Theén reape
' 1 he ‘new Cumboo is cheape
PpOIel‘ ’ ‘é’ia‘sses" 5
all f{hé‘inform'dtion' T obt

Lut I cannot advise any line of treat
ted villages_with grain of a better so

cal treéatment
%illage to village to.vender what
. edy their defective saixitaiioﬁ{; -
from. the two medical g bordinates who were detailed

in cach caste. In the state- -
o were attacked, only two

same manner nearly all the -

tacked, and in the :

Further, aniong tl}bs{),',\&'}xb have been .
nfeebled persons, averaging from 50 '
n {this village and an increased mortality
ulation is about 6,500 and that the poople
ything of the character
cither ‘age or, caste. It appeaxs that the
at the hurvest of this grain has been very
consequence of this great drought, the grain -
d, aud:i.t has, therefore, not developed the
) 16 r than the old, and therefore -
. That this new Cumboo has caused sickness
ained tended to the same opinion.
aim afraid that t
ment, unless, of
rt. 'Those who

o mi,llf;c?c.‘; frmn ‘the Chutirum fund, and all cases of
fed from, tho {satne fund. T do not consider

sbut would suggest that a subordinate be
assistange he can, and also toinduce

»

N,

&

§ tho villages: jyfhgfe Tunpir-kudi-noveo wes

vt . .
Vo e i ‘:; - PRI TN
s .

e

/

hin state of things must -~ -
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StaTEMENT D, ehowing the Nunber of Deaths,
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- s of the Madras (Fovernment, ’ - i $ TaTryENT D), showing he Iyllén ted by water-drinking Sickness. P : oz
4 : - . .. I . iy s ac . p
Proceeding 624 Ocidber 1774, ey o | o Number of Forrons 8ffectod, T R eiten
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v Proceedings of the Madras Governnent, Revenie Departent,
6th Cctober IBZI.
— D

- IR

T ] ,
living on'lgl;m P}ZZBB who c\a.me under my treatgent were elmost all of th'e rrorking class entirely
the 3. ‘z’hef‘ ?u%ﬁfm"d ﬂ‘eMu of that part of the district abo.’ ti:e cause of this complaint,
th Y say that it is'owing to the nutimely harvest of Cumboo, fearing that it mizht be robbed by
. ué:ﬁp?orer c}“‘“‘% for the scarcity of grains occurred in this year and for¢10t having the ususl and
saiicient rain prior to the harvest; hut, in vy hunmble opiuion, that suarcityfof water und severity

of the suu alyy may Lo tho caase, as 1 experienced peculiarity in taste that almost every tank and -

well suz.xk in the bed adjacent to each villaga are cvuposed of some sa'ine matters andsfound to
be deficient and wnfit for drinking purposcs and in scme slight Lit™p#ss.  In somo villuges tbe
well-tq-do class run a cart to the ncighborivg village whem they couyl get water. _~
4 '.I'ho treatment consisted sudorifics, purgatives, refiigerants,and Cinchoniue of 5-grain
d.osc?, twice a-day ; and I advised tle peorle conjee-water, milk-con Je or butter-milk, with some
rice mstead of bare wafer drinking,
5. The cause of several deaths occurred, without trentmex%mm diarthoos and dysoutory,
produced from living themselves on water without any npourislb@ent.

CotrraLLAY . (Q g TAII NAIDOO
AY, (Signed) P/ NALLIAL N/ o
15th August 1874, ¢ Hoepigl Assistant, Collector’s Establishment.
No. 50, - OroEr THEKEON, 6th October 1874, No. 1,271.
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Miscellaneous. *.. nue and to the Sanitury Comumissioncr.

, ..
. The Surgeon-General’s action 1n
iu (Luse patts of the country

directine a warrant mediral ~fBoer Leirpgacnt to gsincauty th
. X g : e
where this nove] discase has appeared is approved, and further orders on

will be passed in the Public Department.

(True Extract)

Acting Secretary to Government,

To the Board of Novenua,

» the Sanitary Commissioner,

» the Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department, -
» tho Public Department, . .
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