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i t;.-.;..‘f""f‘i"'1*7’{0!:’7@sl of the Madras Gocernmen’ Revenue Department,

. v Acting Chief Secretary to Government; Fort 8t. George, Ootacamund, dated

e 7 ®No 728 dated 5th jnstast.

B - salt revenue of the Travancore State.
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L 35th Septemls- 1844

- e —~—

' \ " ing Resident in Travancige fud Cochin, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICIIAEL,

~ Trevandrum, 14th September 1874, No. 92 :—

. Tmve the honor to state, for the information of Government, that I have received
‘ L " “the enclosed communication® from the
. ) ~ Dewan of Cochin ‘pointing out the very.
injurious effect the late dotermination of the Bombay Goveinment to charge the fall”
. Fixcise Duty of Rs. 1-13-0 per maund on all exported salt will have upon the ﬁnancer;\
of Cochin. - R T
* . 2. TheDewan chows that for the last five years the average cost of salt to the
" Cochin State'jwér 100 Indian maunds has been Rs. 32-9-7 s but from the action of the
_ Government of Dombay alluded to above the lowest cost will be Rs. 245 per 100
Indian maunds. ‘ o - - '
3. Sult hitherto has been shipped in bulk, but for the future it is to be shipped
" in sealed bags ; this causes a considerable increase in the freight, but a wise precaution,
. 1 think, against pretended wastage. I
) © . 4, The selling price of salt before the Interportal Arrangements were made was
' 12 Annas per maund; it has since, at the request of the British Government, been -
raised to Rs. 2, which appears to have been somewhat felt by the inhabitants.
, It may be worthwhile to remark that since the Interportal Convention the sales of
“galt in Cochin have been considerably less than before that arrangement was made.

5. Mr. Ballard, in his letter, dated 30th June 1873, No. 255, points out misappre-
hensions that Mr. Hume, Secretary to the Government of India, seems to have labored
under in his letter to your address, No. 64 (Customs), dated 14th May'1873, viz., that
theso States did not make any galt themselves. I Cochin none is made owing tg the
‘Bombay salt being preferred,—not to any prohibitory order to do 8o ; but salt is made
in Travancore, and the Government of the Maharajah wishes to increase, if they could,
the manufacture of their own salt, but the people will not freely take to it, though it
is said to be really a better article than that brought from Bombay. o

, 6. In the years1872-73 the amount of home-made salt was 54 per cent. of the
total quantity consumed. g ' ' . :

7. I havealso received aletter from the Dewan of Travancore asking for informa-

S : : tion on the subject of the increase of
: /. Dated 11th instant, No. 3,536 (copy enclosed.) _Export Duty in Bombay on salt, wishing
" to know if it will be applicable to Travancore, a3, if so, it will make equal havoc in the

»

8. With reference to the sale of salt in 7Tr=‘1 ancore and the statement of

Mr Tlume, that the quantities imported of late years have largely exceeded the possi-
ble consumption of the inhabitants of these States, I would advance the following figures

for the Malayalum year 1047 (1871-72), taking the population at 2,400,000, and

allowing half ounce per head we have 331,785 ‘maunds (of 82} 1bs. per maund) as the .

‘ consumption. The quantity sold, made in the country and imported frdm DBombay, is
487,200 maunds, leavixi:g 155,415 maunds for various purposes, equal to another quarter
ounce per head; but there was in the year under review 67,437 cwts. of salt-fish export-

e ed, all of which is salted with Government salt. At the rate of .20 lbs. salt per cwt.
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expended b this mmt be adled 52,470 cwts of

¢oJ

o B

of sa‘t ﬁsh 16,.) 48 mauml»\ thus
" tamarind’ exportcd -which ‘also Tequires salt in \;n“\facture,

thus leanncv but llt?
find its way into ﬂlecnnmate channels. T

.. -9, -The order of Goyvernment; dfxted 16th Iebrlmrv 1860, vo.-339, states ¢ that

, -~ the Government considers that - -Cochin as well ag vaancon, may fairly claim to be.

: ~ ‘placed on the same footing as the \Iaalras Government ;¥ so, I presume, that the amount
‘h Ve paid'to {lie Bombay Government will be refunded to these States.

10. On a cargo of salt being shipped at DBombay for either Travancore or Cochin .

the Resident of the amount -actually paid at the

amount might be de«lucted froxn thc sub:uly of the

-

- enhanced rates, and the “same.
respectlve States, all present pay ments remaining v the same. -
11. It has not been lost sight of that Malabar will alsu be clnraed a sxmllar

- price for its salt; but the argument used in answer naturally is thatitisa sinple
* matter of account, takmrv from one subordinate Government and giving to the other,

ultunately makmﬂ no difference in the Impevml revenue.

~
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From T. SHU\GOO\Y ME.\O\ Dewan, to Major A.F.F BLOOMFIELD Oﬂ‘matmg

. Dritish Resident of Travancore and Cochm dated Emacollum in Couﬁm, Hth Septembu'
o187, No. 728, - L '

- 1 HavE the hénor to inform you that tho uema.l notice, inviting tondﬂrs for the supply of

Bombay salt, was fssued by me ou the 11th ultuno, aud thxt the tendbra tbemwelvea. three in

number, were opened on the 2nd instent.

ool W
v
. .-

"2, The pames of the persona tendermg and the rates demzmded 'by them are as Iollow —

* T N ) ] RS. .
- ; . - 1 1 dedchukkoor ..... eeeriieanaen 245% per 100 Indian maunds. K
- - .: 2. Hadjee Jsmail Hadjee Kassim, ... - 215} . S, :
' -3. Hadjee Absukkoor Hadjea Essaw. ... - 245 " .,

: 3: .The rates at wlnch Bombay salt was pmehased during the last five years are ngen in
_the. margin, and 30\1 will perceive “that the

s -

. . Year * . ‘:r:(fe.’ T gverage for “those years does mot’ exceed
L i?):: L T ot F " Rs. 32-9-7 per 100 Indign maumln T
AT e 3 55_: . . 4, The extraordinary rise in ! the price of
) , 1049 e e W 0 . ealt for the current year is owing to the duty of
- : 'A\.e“éém: 33 60 ~ -Rs. 1-13-0 -per Indian' maund uhuh the

- - -, - Boubay Government have resolved to havy on

all salt exported fxom ﬂmt Presxdenov “from the y 15t proximo. l'hls (Iuty amounts in Stself to |
" Re. 181-4-0 on 100 maunds. . The Bombay Government uppear, ‘mioreover, to have nﬂed that
. salt should herenfter be exported m sealed harrs and not in bulk as her( tufure, and thevontradors
“have, of course, to make allowance for the pme of the bags as well as for _the extra Trei ight, efe.,
it being lmpossnble for any vessel to’ couvey in bags an)ﬂ‘am" hke the qunntlt ¥- 1t, ooruld eonvey

jabulk. - PR R

"de{ereﬂce to the’ oit—repeated wishes of the Dritish Govemment agreed to raise the senm price

" of salt to the rate. ot which it is sold By the Madms Government. Out selling price’ was then
about 12 Annas per Tudian maund, but'in cfnsequence of 'these arr:mfvemeuts it was raised at
once to Rs. 1-8-0,2nd subsequently to Rs. 1:11-0-and Rs. 2 per Indian ‘maund. This increase

* “ocaused great’ dlsoonbent a.mong th onhnebs sub]ects mthout materially beneﬁtmg our s'ﬂt

: 're\'enue et S s U -

5. At the time when the Interportal Arranvemcnta Were made thls Govemmmt m ‘

~

(‘I

o . . T e
S The uerage qnanuty of Bom‘bn 8al} purdmsml 'b_y 1972 'Govemment during. the last
- seven: years is 81,524 Indisn maunds.: T s qunntlty, at the presen'o selling raté of 2 Ra: per. .
:: S \\Imhm sund, would produee a gross e té of Rs. 1,63,048. The loaest ratcl'z ﬁ} ick-salt -
C s ww temlemd fur being Ry 243, as mentioned in’ paragraph 2,tho: purchase. of {he same
qu:mh of salt will cost_this Govemmcnt Ts. 1,99, 734, or Rs. 36, 686 mors tha tho amount -
L which can be realised by the eale of the salt.
13,000 llupees) ‘and the cost of tlne salg. eatubhshmcnt {Ra. 4 06‘7) t%loss il 19 mcrpaséd to. .

. Co-ia an wtual 1os of uhout 54,000 Rupees nnnmﬂly. e < e
- .. -.7. Ihavenot taker into scoount a em:xn‘qu:mtxty of forelgn salt whwh is. conzn*nefi in this =~
" country. The quantity, bowerer, is vea-y 5maJ the people who are accustomed to’ Bombay sa.lt
! preferring it to any’ other, = >~ . N
\w 8. It is evidehst that no Govammpnt éan nﬁord to mamtam a salt-monopoly under circum-
N . stanoes such as Lhose abovementioned, and- the " revenue from salt i is too important an xtem of .
our receipts to be abandoned.- . .

British Guvernment. for their favorable consideration, the request ¢ of 1lis Highness’ Government
that the Kxport Duty now pmpvwed to be levied at Bombay may be abandoned in the case of salt
intended for comsumption rin this country,or that the Dritish Govemment will be pleased to
~ allow us compensation to the extent of the duty so levied. - -

- 10, T feel emboldened t8 make this réquest, as it was tapmtect its own salt-revenue that
* the British Government obtained our consent to_equalise the selling rates. ‘The salf revenue of
the &djrining DBritish districts bave mcreq-sed enormouyly since the Interportal An'angements,
and the Dritish Government will, I am sure, see the ]ubtwe of .not allowm'* the interest of this:
Government to ba aﬁe(?od to any consilerable extent. 7 . .
11, Ttis true that the revenue of the Madras Govemment will also be aﬁected by the duty .

. new proposed to be Iened at Bombay ; but what the Madras Government loses is morg than

e counterbalanced by the gain of the ‘Bombay Governuent, so that the Dritish Government is,.on

o . the whale, in a favorable po«xhon, ‘potwithstanding the imposition. of this duty. As respects His

" Ighness Government, the case is qmte different, as wlmt 'it loses is ‘an absolute loss vnthout any

‘r

compensating advantage. :

12. The Dombay" Govemment former.y cha.rged 1 Anna per Indian mannd on salt
. supplied to this Government, whereas the charge on salt supplied to the Madras Government was
ouly three Pies per maund. On. this being brought to the notice of Government it was ruled
that we should be placad on the same footmg as the M.xdra.s Govemment (see G. O., 16th Febru-

ary 1863).- . -

allowance for wastage, amountmg to ten per cent., which had been granted to our contractors,
thus not only neutrulising the gain from the equalisation of - the charges, but inflicting a cons;d-
emblo lcss on this Governmept. This order formed the subject of representation in my letter,
No. 628, of the 3 Tth November 1865, and the Resident, in laying the matter befare - Government, °
L pomted out “ that the effect of tho rule was to place the Sirkars at a- serious disadvantage, inas-
. = much as that while the British Government is reimbursed by the full duty on the short delivery
for the higher charge by the contractors for the salt supplied, the Sirkers suffer. the loss in the :

" mient were not dnp\)sed to reconsider the rule in question, an allowarice ‘should be made to the _
Sirkars of the amount -of duty levied on the per-centage of loss allowed as unavoidable. wastage.”
fhe Madras vaernment « admitting the rcasonabla use of the claim to the duty levied on the

rgm e o n
P

. within a maxxmum of 10 per cont. to have effect from lst June 1863, and to obviate any com-
: yhcanon in the swcounts of the Bombay Cusmns revenues they conmdered that this allowance

-~ .
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It waadd to ﬂ?us the* cost'bf van‘ age. (abuat @

- ,’Ra. 533,748; that is to eay, our salt tmnsactmns far imrn b&-mg prodmtxve of any 'gun W.u. tesult ”
L M i

9.-" I have, therefore, the honor to- request that you will be 8o good as to lay before the s i

LI

13. The Bombay Government however, ordered the discontinuance soon afterwards of the N

AR "enhagoed price withqut any such compensatmo return, and it was suggested that, if the Govem- '

F,h © 77 . upavoidable \msta"e . expressed thexr{\plnlon that aq allowance should be made to the Sirkars on
"account of the duty levied oun all short dehvencs of ealt from Bombay ander the Sirkars’ contr-utq ‘
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may best be adjusted in the piagoent of the subsily \y the Sirkars to the Dritish Government, N
G. 0., 25th February 1867. X - ‘o - : ] 7
. 14. 'The l¢ss from which the Madras overmi®: #¥relieved ns on that ocoasion is noglzjg/}

as compared with the loss with which jwe’are now threatened, and His Highnesy’ Government {-

fully trusts that the Dritish (Government will come to our assistance on the present occasion.

Excroscre No. 2. A

- Fr;nn A. SASHTA SASTRI, Dewan, to Major A. F. F. BLOOMFIELD, Officiating Resi&enﬁ
__ of Travancore, dated Trevandrum, 11th September 1874, No. 3,556,(11 1,319 :— !

Faox the last paragraph (quoted below) of a Notice by the Collector of Malabar inviting
tenders for the supply of Bombay salt, published in the Trarancore Government Gazette of the
4h ultimo, I observe that it is in contemplation by the Bowbay Government to charge full
Exoise Duty at Rupees 1-13-0 per maund on all salt exported. _ ' ,

2. As this change will materially aflect the revenue of this State, which draws from Bon-
bay a large proportion of the salt consumed in the country, I'shall be obliged to you for any
~ information you may be able to furnish me with reference to the proposed measure, snd whether
- . it would, if carried into effect, be applicable to the salt exported for Travazcoro, snd which has
’ hitherto been supﬂfxed at 3 Pies per maund. . s ‘ —_—

Puragraph 14 of the Notice by the Collector of Malabar.

“It being in contemplation by the Bombay Government to charge full Excise Duty of .
Rs. 1-13-0 on all ealt exported, parties tendering should state, first, the price at which they are pre-

i ) pared to supply if the present system is maintained ; and, second, the price at which they are pre- i

: ’ ~ pured to supply if the new system is introduced. - ' { 1
: : e (True Extract.) . . )
} . ~ (Signed)  A.SASIIA SASTRI, =~ -

. . ) T ‘ . T : Dewan.

T Ne21s. - OmDER THEREON, 25th September 1874, No. 1,210.
P ' Separate Revenno, No, 14, RECORDED, with reference to Govern-
s - ment orders, dated 4th Scptember 1874, -
i ) Balt. 1 Nos. 1,134 and 1,136, .
" ' (True Extract.) ‘ . \ ¢
. ‘ . b
_ o (Bigned)  C. G. MASTER, - g
; - , ) Acting Secretary to Gevernmant.
s
! Ty
o To the Board of Revenue. ‘ ) ; '
i . the Resident of Travancore and Cochin. ] f
' - ir*."
. - ' !
. . - A", -
2 4 Ezd. F. R. Bantleman. T
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