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. 4 forests on the east of Wynaad towards Myere, and are as a rule bartered for grain, salt, fish,

. " .
H | N N z ; - . e
'S ) . y .
,

RO S Iar-eoih st st st - }

- o
B e s e .r‘o-,__ - iadibeiuts

e T gy L e T TR, 1

At arT QRN S

-

- o q?w,

' Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
e 8th Sepz’ember 1874.

No. 89. .  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 3rd J uly
1874, No. 1,673, Forest No. 92:— .
Read the following letter from A. MACGREGOR, Eﬂq Colle( tor of Malabar, to J. GROSD Esq.,
- ' ?ecmta.ry to the Board of Revenue, dated Angadlpumm, 18th May 1874, No. 122.

J mave {he honor to rcpoxt upon paragraph 9 of G. 0., dated lst Mu.rch 1873, No 240, E

" comn unieated with the B ard’s order of the 14th idem, -

2...The principal v'luable products of forests under the Government conservancy in this ;-' ©
L _ district are those noted in the margin. Their .

Cnrdm.uoml. o Came Dammer. :
Honey, = ©» = Ginger. . Gall-nuts, value cannot be estimated with any degree of
Boes Wax, Tarmeric, Boap-nuts,

acouraoy.

3. Cardamoms have for the last two or three years been collected from the gh'a.ut
forests in Wynaad, and the revenue now amounts to some 3,000 Rupees.
to gather under superintendence of the talug authorities and Deputy-Collector. The revenue is
undoulbtedly capable of development, and the collection appears unobjectionable, as the Govern
ment fo . g lie 1ntempersed ‘with private forests, the latter preponderating in area. . When for
a time the CarGamun gy c1ue was relinquished in the Government forests, natives took advantage -
of the fact to set up extensive and utterly unfounded claims to proprietary right which we find some
dificulty in now repelling. I have no -doubt the cardamom revenue could be worked up to
13,000 Rupees a-year. The other articles are mostly collected by the tribes inhabiting the dry

tobaceo, cloth, and other nocessaries of life, the purchasers being the people of the plains and the
interior, who again sell them o petty, traders, and these carry their purchases to the éevera.l -

"ﬁ . ;';j towns and bazaars of the district. Merchants from Mysore, who are also purchasers of these pro-
L ,“ . _ ducts, take them into that temtory for sale. : v

i"z" . .

é h No. 91. ,'Ommn 'rm«:nnoy, 8th Seplember 1874, No. 1,148,

i ' Tuxz Government having rescinded
) ; s, g rescin

, 1;3; . \\ , F OTOS“; Yo, the orders referred to by the Board in
‘% N . . ) paragraph 2 of the foregoing Proceedings
{ g U U e °‘Pt 1874 No. 1,107 ere unable to sanction any interference -

-

thh fnl“f lull-men in Malabar and those who trade with them. .

2 ﬁThcy desire to be further informed regarding the collection of cardamomg”
noticed 3 paragraph 3 of the Collector’s letter. . The’ authonty under whic} “such
produced” considered to be the property of Goveé emment and is collected under the
super.nteudcnce of Government >flicials, should be quotcd ; : .

. (Signed) ° C.G. MASTI]n,
- Acting Secretary to Governmeng.
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the fomsta, the aystem would greatly increase the command of labor v»luch 18 80 TneCessAry fur

* forest operatmns . ,

.
[ ]
.-,

L. “ v 'S
" St:n)nmn Yo Government with rcference to G.

ignorance uml cheat them' out of tle fair reward of tlicir lalor.

3 .

0., 1st March 1873, No. 240 -/

2 The posmon of the hill tribes in Malabar as in Salem seems { Tequire that tl.f'v should 1o

—_ l.samged to free themselvesfrom the dutches of the traders of tho pl.uns ‘l;o take advantage© their
rouet, of course, 1f Jdone

cautiously, 80 as not'to interfere with legitimate trale, or prevent th.Sl{ll tribes from r(wrung

PR S 5

]
-y

to the peculiar barter-systera which is conducted by the Chetties if they chiowa to do w, but the.

Board think it would be quite safe to introdues in the “ yuaad tho system nppmud' for Salun in

" G. 0, dated 27th Fobruary 1874, No. 267.

3. -The Board also think the Colle(-tor “should he a.uthorm-d to assut the lullt.r‘bes in

defending . themselves agninst the fraudulent suits which are fiequently filed agam~1 them by th
Clmttws md Mopln.hs who trade witl them, 43 an eary means of coercion.

,‘: ,:’ N

No. 80. l': " MI\L’TEBY'D{I:HO\'JDSIM CSI,,,-" o

1 ENTIRELY concur with the Collector and the Board.* Mr. Madgregor sees and

knows much of these hill-tribes, amlfhxs testuuony, supported as it is by facts

shows how much they need protection. Il::i'vo so fully expressed wy views on the

subject in my Minutes on the Salem forest-produce (G. O., doced 1st September

1874, No. 1,107) and An'umllay forcst-rescrve (G O 6th May 1874, No. 634)

tl..zt I wxll not say more here. = - '
: N (Syvncd) _ J.D. 8IM,

4. The Bill tnbes ‘are 1gnomnt e lpless people, lmnng no iden of accounts or the valué of
the articles they collect, and the consequence is that their-neighbours, generally Clietties and
Moplahs, w with whom they exch&nﬂo theu‘ products are enal;lod to effect their purchases for inade-
qusate consnleratxons

5. It is very, dolxbtful whether the hill tribes rcally gain w_yl\iby the present fr‘

-
-~

x

. 6. DBy meansofa small ndmnce, the- merchant gets them completely An.w\ « wer, and

ever after they have to deliver the whole of their earnings ta him, and receive in excn nge ba.ro ¢

subsistence under threat of civil proceedings, if they fail to colloct largely.
« 7. Tho Deputy-Conservator of Forests mentions & caso where a Lill%man whom
exﬁpls 'u;r was threatenod with a suit by a man with whom bLe declared Le hal had nd yonlinls.

 Mr. Peet enr’ngﬂd a mLxl, aud the cousequenco was tuat the plaintiff and Lis witnesscs d..l,aot put
in an arpeamnne. T . o ’
<7 © Another instance camo to my notico whcn a suit brox\ht af"umt a bul-m:m was in 00D~ -
" sequence of assistunce ha received in his dofence so clearly eh'tx to Le fulse, that ue

plaintill
mat for the door of the conrt “and ran, and has never been hear &s;u(e e
D4 As showing how much  thesee hilemen roquire protectivn, % cnse recently occurred in

which a man was Dbrought befor\n Sub-Magistrate for breach of contrict, and a decision g ven
- agnmst him. - Ow luouug into terms, of t'ie°comtract, they wors found to amount to ay agrocment

which virtually const.tutud perpetual alavery,
reference, quashed the ooee«hnvs

10. I am of opi-gn that the Deputy-Consereitor of Wynaad shegldda ali ko ean to inaugo-
rate a syste® ofe® "unse from tho hill tribes, exclqyling as much as po%m “m (m}’ oyés of
epeculators from the po == To the caso of sruits beh bruught o ainst the hill tn Yue mnw:r

‘ml on this ground the High Court, on m]

should be brought to the}.otice of the Collcctor whijf should aseis t‘ em to defend\ve s i
they are clearly fraudvldit, or to wake arrangerents for graduul‘_y dmlmrgx t.

bond fide, In addityn bcncﬁtmg the }rublhon of tle Lill tnbcg, ‘S," improvi j‘l- fi 6 o
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Pnocmnmos ‘oP THE Boum oF REVENUE, dated 3rd .Tuly 1874, No 1673

V}}ead the followmfr letter from A. MACGREGOR, Esq,, Collector of Ma.labar to I GROSE Esq.,
' Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Angadxpurem, 18th May 1874, No, 126 :—

IS T

e,
N

1 mavE the honour fo report upon paragraph 9 of G. O, da.ted 1st March 187 3, No. 240, ‘, P

- sommunicated with the Board’s order of the 14th idem. '
s The principal valua.'ble products of forests under the Government conservancy it )n this |
: district are those noted in the margi” Their *°

Dlmmer
value cannot be estlmated mth any def'ree of

Gam.
o . Gall-puts.

. Gingor.

anmer,,«. -
T iy = " gochracy.

Gndnmoml.
. Honey.

’ forests ins"Vynaad, and the revenue now amounts to some 3,000 Rupees Coolies are employed
T e gather under supermtendence of the taluq authorities and Deputy Collector. The revenue T o ”!

undoubtedly capable of development, and the collection appeara unobjectionable, as the Govern:? N

.ment forests lie interspersed with private forests, the latter prepondera,tmo in area., When for

a timeo the cardamom revenue was relinquished in the Government forests, natives took adv untage .
‘ of the fact to sctup extensive and utterly unfounded claims o proprietary right which we find & §ome ’
! diffiulty in now repelling. I have no doubt the cardamom revenue could be wked up to

: 10,000 Rupeya year. The other articles are mostly collected by the tribes inhabiting the dry o

forests on the east of Wynaad towards Mysore, and are as a rule bartered for grain, salt, fish,

interior, who again sell them to petty traders, and these carry theu' purchases to the several”

¢ ‘towns and bazaars of the district. Merchands from Mysore, who are also’ I’W"’h‘““’l'El of these pro- SO

¢ ducts, take them into that tembory for sale. ' y
- 4. 'The hill tribes are ignorant, helpless people, having 1o 1dea of aocounts or the value of

;... the artu;les they collect, and the. consequence is that their, noighbours, generally Chelties and
5 ) e Moplahs, with whom they exchan ge theu' products are enabled to eﬂect then- purchases for umde.

; quate oonslderahons. e E -
j 5. It is very “doubtful whether the lnll tnbes rev.lly gam anythmg 'by the present free .
RN syetem. ‘ s
A '6." By means of a sma.ll advance, the merchant gets them wmpletely mto his power, a.nd .
'+ gver aftr they have to deliver the whole of their earnings to him, and receive in exchanwe 'ba.re o
. subm- noe under threat of civil proceedings, if they fail to collect largely. ST
‘5 7. The Deputy Conservator of Forests mentions a case where & hill-man whom “he was’ ,

employmg was threatenod with a suit by a man with whom he declared he had had no doe.hngs
Mr. Peat engaged asvakil, and the consequence was that the plantiff and his witnesses d1d'¥not puf

»
-5, S
O

; in an a* pearanco. :
8. Ano‘her instance cam9 to my notice when a suit brought against a hill-man wa: in con-
sogaon~ ' -f assistance he received ,in his defonce 8o clearly shown to be fe.lse, that the &)le.mtlﬁ

. made for®’ 9, Agor of the court afd ran, and has never been heard of sinve.

¢ o
: 9, A -‘mwm" how much these hill-men reqlure profegtmn, a case recently occurred in
: . .;;au;/, wm. € loohm : Tnto toris oF the Gontract, they!wele found t amodt‘to ah};:‘mgn;g;t K
which virtualy constitutod® perpetual nlavery, gnd bfl 1z ground the‘ ich Cva“, “a my
;. -clerence, quashed the proceedings.
/ + 10. T am of opinion that the(Depuf;y Conse vator of Wyxﬁud ghould do all he can to inaugu-

‘rate o sysiom of purchase from the hlll tnbes, eumdmg astmuch as possible the employes of
r\ Lw‘xlntom fpm the plmns In the “aso of suits bemf’ brought against tb?hﬂl tribes, the matter
") 3houid be bro}:\'\* 30 the notice 0{ the Colled or who should assist them to defend the suits, if

DA glas,.r, ﬁa.udulent,.or to make arre.n"cments for gradu, lly d,,ha.rb.u 5" the debts,if !
{ B
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& Cardamoms ‘have for the last two or three yeare been collected £rom the ghaut -

. tobaceo, cloth, and other necessarics of life, the purchasers being the people of the plams and the- ™ -
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- L A " . e T T e . T “he tha vicld of o -
. bond £l Ta adlition to benefiting tha position of the Lill tribes, and improving the ymldi a |
* . i . . M ] 3 0. N ¥ i
. the_forasts, the system would greatly increass the commard of labour which is so tecessary ' ‘
\ forest operations. . . : N AN S— o
oF et portio . ) \ S ——— ey
_ | . | .y . R4 s e o |
ScaMrTTED to Government with refsrence to G. O,, Ist March 1573, No. 240. " 1be ( . S - o ]
’ 2. - The position of the Lill tribes in Malabar as in Salem scems to require that they "m?" . ; . ) ‘ﬁ” (,)' b ' N
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