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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
’

o Oth July 1874 . -

-

B I\o 70" Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revénue, ‘dat‘ed 13th

S » Jupe 1874, No. 1,446 (—
Read the following letter from A. McC. WEBSTER, Esq.,“A‘cting Collector c;f

Madras, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenae, dated |

Madras, 23rd April 1874, No. 66 :—

Rererring to the Board’s Standing Circular, No. 2 of 1874, on the sﬁbject of

the defacement of stamps, I have the honor to bring to their notice-that consid

able extra work is entailed on my clerks in giving practical effect to that (:d?r.
If a change in the system, hitherto obtaining in this Presidency, was o er.
order to provide sccurity against fraud, T would be silent ; but as ’I doubt xr; > I;:
whether the new system affords any greater security than the old, and fxsmiicis

certainly more cumbersome in its working, 1 trust T may be allowed to address the

v

Board on the subject. , ‘
2. If the Board will refer to the Proceedings of the G;vei'hméi{t- of Indi‘a“'
! ¥

| publish'ed in Procecdings of Madras Government of 5th November 1873, No. 16, -
they will see that the practice, which previously obtained in another Pr;side;my’ .
.

was nob at all similar to that in force in Madras. Tt appears that in the districs

referred to, the stamp papers were brought to the Collector for refund, that refunds

wore sanctioned and paid, and that the stamps were forwarded for destruction to

and would temporarily escape detection.

"difficult of prevention, S
d are aware, the Collector of. the district was' the :

'8, In Madras, as the Boar
only officer who granted refunds. Applications for refunds, after being registered

in the office, were br ‘
ription of stamps on which refund was applicd for. Ifhe

determined to graut refunds,
then and there destroyed. " The register was signed by the Collector, and a certificate

shat the stamps had been de
the petition for refund. - In some districts whero.

- - » » ~ s - . ‘,:. : ‘ .
the original petition was retained in the office for rocord, a separate certificate and

ordcr for payment was given to th
cate and order at any Treasury 1
the certificate being submitted with the monthly bills as voucker for the payment

Under this system it was mposs
ernment of India, had they known. that such a practico existed,
;

would have ordered its mo
a check on the Collector. = i

4. Under our Madras system the matter w
or on which the stamp was impressed was to

rn off, the rest of the paper, if

& v, - ' .
or burnt. * There was no re-arranging of the defaced papers, nor

were they forwarded to anot

under the new sy

&
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. tho Commissioncr of Stamps, and t! i3 fots’ wwer : N
- tho, gsionc ps, and that his receipts were sent with the Treasury
Account 88 Voushes fur the nagmaent of refund.. The stamps da not appear ‘ ‘
: s e g 3 a4 ‘ appe we <o
been d“fa‘ced (20 tﬁl.? dlStrJCf Qﬁt«'ﬁ at azzl Uﬂder thls Sj’sty(}n‘i 1AW W el.., P;\{?{;ﬁ?)’;etﬂ‘:?gf‘f‘ RIS )
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ought to him with the papers and a register showing, in detail, .
the stamps were compared with the register, and were "
stroyed by him, and an order for payment of the value
e applicant. The applicant presented this certifi- “
in the district and the money was paid to hini,‘
ible for a stamp to be presented twice. I doubt
dification and the appointment of the Superintendent of
as ‘scttled at oﬁcei | The ‘po;’tiou ch" ‘
d for memoranda or envelopes, the stamped portion being cut up
her office ; neither was the Post Office burdened with:

. The Collector’s work too was less, for
ctom he has to compare tho papers with the list, give them toa .
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o | Procecdings of the Madras Gorernmeat, Revenve Departwent ~
k3 ' , . . ¥, : ’ -
9oo- : : A , Oth July 1874. - S b
- peon to be defaced, snd thep to re-examine the pdpers to see that each 'étamp has ;
‘been properly defaced. It was only the other day that I discovered that number;
: _ of stamps, which I had given toa peon'to deface, had not had thelr centres um;l "‘
¢ b - . . - ; 19d '
- cut, owing to his being shortsightad and passing them over pum -
f‘ ~ o . 5. Both under the old and the present system, the vbueherﬁ for pavment aro / *
T - gent to tho Supermtendent of Stampz, and that officer submits to the Iz)&c:counﬂ'-mt !
i N (Zeneral each mouth a general statement of stamp refunds for the Presidency ‘
P D.nder the olpd system the preparation of ‘this return would bo an easy matter, but ]
-+ unler the new systom by which the Saperintendent of Stamps has to dé: ﬂmn’m‘ uf‘ij
: the wor%; of Collectors over again, the return must take g conside’rame tmle inz‘
“ preparation, and I believe is sometimes not submitted for s0ma inbnths aft r> that :
i - for which it is due, - : o S et ‘
Ao - 6. It secems to me also that there i peni » o ' ;
R , Co ‘ CT® 13 more openine , |
L 7. .- than tho old system! Unless the Collector § peng for fraud undor the new,
e oo whan fystem.  Unless the Collector is very earefu] in re-examiningy e}l the’
% . gggmped papers after‘_d‘efacement, and if through an oversight any one Ts usqedg
Sy 5 g:xdeface(}, it i perfectly easy under the present system f?)r such stam sp\‘c;buaf ¢
E, g . v exchanged for some on which refund has been refused, which Iattor are p)un;",l od: e
; B el ¢ ted:
v - ogt in the offico and sent to the Superintendent of Stamps, the other papcf's boing:
EE ©again presented for refund. It is true that even under the old systern, stamps whi Lﬁ,ﬁf
[, . : ’ . : . E < v ’ S
S . ehould not be admitted for refund mizht be accepted and destroyed ,b ¢ ﬂ‘ thero
b e R S TR AR "p efroyed; but then there
;] o - wwas a risk to the clerk in charge of discovery by the Colleet or 'w’l’en e Btump%‘;
‘ L o Meve T e, WHLIS WAL 4.3 301009 e b : g *y
g T . o PEO3ES case I nave piteo i o .
f'." . lutely né risk vt detection, as the Stamp Office cannot possibly 1 u;cu mero:s abso-]
4 I S C S e R el 7 100K over eae i
{ _ . paper sent up from ail the distriets in the Presidency; to sci wheth : ﬂe% : at::m;;,‘
i \ - e ‘CwWihiethe & ok
f. - refund was regular, and can at most only Le expected to check t’;e val ¢ grank vi,
o . . 4 ' . Y, ’ . ' " ae, §
P .. 7. Should the Board agrec.with me in considering that the old system is morei
N - practical than ihe new, I trust they will take stens fom jeq o = . S
b P o k4 e 7 ‘e Bt?Ps for its re-introduction, . -
o o . Sceyirrrp for the orders of Government, , :
£ 7 o 2. The Board concur with My, Webster in his opinion that . ﬂ]é old svst i s
Lo L s hat d system
? . : : - .y
Sy - “under which stamps were dostroyed by the y Ccoma
(o o : Hch stamp yed by the Collector' was preferalle to that
i recently introduced. “ : o . .
P ' No/T1, Orper THEREOY, Oth July 1874 No. 656, !
oy ‘ : ‘ ‘ o
c o Separate Revenue, No, 4. - o Ips EXC.QHGHCY‘ the * Governor - in]
: : - | Couneil agrees with the Board and the!
‘;‘:“ Stawmps. . . Collector. . S ;
| - . 2 Arcviced circulsr should be jssusd!
g ' in modification of Board’s Standing Order IT of 1874, |
R - ' (True Extrict.) A { -
RN o Ce (Signed)  C. G, MASTER, Ny
g e ‘ L - Acting Secrelary fo Government, | /
g . To the Board of Revenus, ¥ ‘ ‘ e
© Exd W. IL French, 4
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L Proceepines OF . THE DoArD OF REVENUE, dated 13th Jure 1874. s
Read the following letter from A, McC. WEBSTER, Esq., Acting Collectorof ~
Madras, to J. GROSE, Esq., Seccretary to the Board of. ,Réye‘i;xde, dated . -+
.+ Madras, 23rd April 1874, No. 66 :— L L T E

! Rererrixe to the Board’s Standing Circular, No. 2 of 1874, on the subjeet of ’
the defacement of stamps, I have the honour to bring to their notice that consider- o
able extra work is entailed on my clerks in giving practical effect to that order. EER N
Ifa change in the system, hitherto obtaining in this Prcsidency, wag necessary, in

o silent ; but as 1 doubt very muoh S

.

.

‘Eorder to provide sccurity against fraud, I would b

'whether the new system affords any-greater sccurity than the Qld,' and as itds o
.cortainly more cumbersome il} its working, 1 trust T may be allowed to addrcs“s't)he'" o
. "I Board on'the subject. . - S S A L
5 9. Ifthe Board will refer to the Proceedings of th'&Goverum‘en\t of India, -
‘published in Proceedings of Madras Government of 5th November 1;{8“7’3,« No. 16, .
they 'Will see that the practice, which previously obtained in another Presidency;™” .

‘was not at all similar to ‘that-in force in Madras. It appears that in the aist;‘icﬁ» o
referred to, the stamp papers were brought to the Collector for refund, that refunds . - 3
were sanctioned and paid, and that the stamps were forwarded for destruction to'. ;

‘the Commissioner of Stamps, and that his recdipts’ were “sent” with the Treasury
' Account as voucher for

the payment of refand. The stamps do not appear to have
3een-defaced in the district office ai all.

Uuder this system frauds were possible, were -
'diflicult of prevevtion, and would tempo rarily escape detection, L o
. '8, In Madras, as the Board are aware, the Collector of the district was the
;dnly officer who granted refunds. Appligatiops for refgn@s‘, after bel‘ng rcjgxstcmd
in'the office, were brought to him with the papers and a registor shqfvmg, in d etz?,il, ‘
lthe pumber and description of stamps oa'which refind was applied for.- If he |

' were compared with the register, and were

‘dotormined to grant refunds, the stamps ‘

S then azzd:" there destroyed. The register was signed by the Collector, and a 'certx(icm(? K
that the stamps had been destroyed. by him, and an order for paymen? of.the value

'‘was endorsed by the Collector on the petition for refund. In some d15¢1:10t3 where'

;thc hrjg'iga‘i%i)etjit‘g}%ff’wg.s retained in the office for record, a separate certificate and . o E

rdor for. payme given to the ap I

order for payment Was plicant. The applicant pregéntgd ijhis cérz'iﬁ- :
cato and order at any -Treasury in the district and ‘the; money was paid to him,.
the certificate being submitted with the monthly bills as voucher for ’the payment. [
Under this system it was ¢mpossible for a stamp to be IB‘QSetlff%‘i twice. I doubt L
'whether the Government of India, had they known that sueh‘jz‘pru@stqg,‘ .
would have ordered its modification and the*appo‘intmeqﬁ of the‘S:upermiendeﬁt‘of o
Stamps as a check on the Collector. Co e e o
. 4, _Tunder our Madras system the matter was settled at once, The portion of
o ich the stamp was impressed ivas torn off, tho rest of the paper, if f
d for memoranila or envelopes, the stamped portiorf being eat up - -
into small pieces, or burnt. There Wwas 00 re-arranging of tl;ne defaced papers, nor L
neither was the Post’Office burdencd with .1

'%Vérc théy forwar@d to anoth‘er office ; | b
the conveyancve of o mass of useless paper. - The Collector’s' w ork o0 was loss, for 1.
under the new system he has to compare the papers with the list, give them toa ~
peon to be deface apers to seo tha,t each fté‘xmp h.afa‘[!‘} A
v " ) ‘ ‘ A B
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“been properly defaced. It was only the other ciay that T discovered that 2 number

‘of stamps, which I had given to a peon to deface, had not had their centres punched
+out, owing to his being shortsighted and passing them over. ‘

"5 Both under the old and the present system, the vouchers for payment are
sent to the Superintendent of Stamps, and that officer submits to the Accountant-
General each month a general statement of stamp refunds for the Presidency.
Under the old system the preparation of this return would be an easy mattor, but
under the new system by which the Superintendent of Stamps has to do some of
the work of Collectors over again, the roturn must take a considerable timeiin
preparation, and I believe is sometimes not submitted for some months after that
for which it*is ‘due.

6. It secms to me also that there is more opening for fraud under the netw
than the old system. Unless the Collector i3 very
stamped papers after defacement, and if through an oversioht any one is passed
undefaced, it is perfectly easy under the present - system f?,r such stamps to be
exchanged for some on which refund has been lrefused, whicli ‘latter are punched
out in the office and sent to the Superintendent of Stamps, tlic other papers boing
again presented for refund. It is true that even undoy the old system; stamps whicg
should not be admitted 'for refund might he accepted and destroye dsh’but o there
was a risk to the clerk in charge of discovery by the Collector when the stamps
were brcught before h?m, while under the supposed case I liave cited thc,q-‘;; is abso-
lutely norisk of detection, as the? Sta.mp Office cannot possily ¥y ook over each stamp
paper sent up from all the -districts in the Presidency, to g0 whether the grant of
refund was regular, and can at most only be expccte:i,to cl;('c]' th erl © ey

7. Should the Board agree witl: me in conside S e value.

ring ¢l : is
practical then tho new, 1 truss they will take steps & that the old system is moro

for ips re-introduction. - ;

careful in re-examining all the

Lo T
SupMITTED for the orders of Government,
2. 'The Board concur with Mr, Webster in bis o

under which stamps 'were“destroyed'by the ‘(Joller:f;pml(m ok o 4 aysiem

or was  preferable to that

(A true Copy ang Eztract.)

‘I To the Acting Seeretiry to Government, Reve
Copy to the Collector of Madraa.
" s to the Superintendent of Stamps,

nue Department,

 Exd, W. IL Freach;
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