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Proceedings of the Madras (i’m*erizr'/zeizt, Levenue Department,
’ | 8th July 1874,

s No, 54, Read the followmrr Pmceeduws of the Board of Revenue, dated Qﬁth

June 1841 No. 1,586 :—

" Read the following. lotter from J H GlRSTIN, Esq " Lo]lector of South Arcot

to J. GROSL, E sq, Secretary to the Board of Revcnue, dated Cudda'
" lore, 16th June 1874, No, 291 -—

e

1 BAvE just received the Board’s Procccdmvs sin manuscript of the lﬁth‘

instant, communicating G. O. of the Sth mstant No. 704, Rweuua anartmem
and as I was on the point of reporting to the Board the Iatest 1mor’matlon in detail
relative to the dumage done to irrigation works along thé valley of the Ponniar,

I take the opportunity of replying at the same time, s0. ﬂ;r as I can, to the]

~ Procecdings above quoted. C ‘ T

2. The District’ Enginecr has sent me in ostimates for repau*s to roads ' -
da.maued by the late flood in the Ponniar, amounting to Rupees 15,326 and has

shown me letters from the Range Oficer. in cha.rcre of No. 1,Rangs, reportifig the
damage done to the Ponniar river-chanuels. It appears that the flood rose to'a
height of 6} feet above the crest of the Ponniaz anicut near Trickalore and made
a sweep rounid the northern end, destroying & great Ieno'th of the embankment .
and the head sluice of the Pomb;y channel, and utterly obliterating that channel -
for & very considerable Jdistance. The heads of the group of southern channels,

wore saved from complete destructxon by'the activity of the Kottan in charge, but
. .tha riwar ﬂ.'mnﬁ wway tha' \fonqhm- pmbqh‘rn\g“f ‘and in lfﬂ pormas Ao e
- usually dry river- ‘bed it cut away the embankment of the Mallattar. channel on. o

the south side of the river for some distance, thus destroymg that cbarxnel Itis.
considered by the District Engincer and Range Officer probable that if the Mallat:
tar embankment had not gone and so relieved the rush of water down the Ponniar

" bed, the big Pomniar bridgoe close to Manjakuppam would have been destroyed This

is the only grain of comfort in this otherwise most lamentable series of disasters.
The Allathur channel was so flooded’ that the bridge across it on No. 8 trunk
road was destroyed, while 71 chaanel-heads were choked thh sand for a conmder-
able distance. : L

3. The rush of swater down the Gaddllam river from the Mallattar wag also
extraordmary A Department Public - Works subordinate was staudmg on the

. porthern wing-wall of the Trivadi anicut when the flood came down like a bors
_and rose, as he says, six feet in two minutes. The wing-walls wore nearly topped.

Had they been quite topped, the whole of the head works of the Palur chahncl
would probably bave been swept away. '1 he southem wmrr-wall was completely
turned. :

4. The District Enmneer, Mr. Sarve, routrhly estxmates tLe damnge done to |
nngatmn works as follows

4

To the Ponniar anicut-channels ... ... s 12,600
"y, the Allathur channel ‘ ‘ e 4,000
o the Trivadi anieut .. .. s L 6,600

v» Seventy-one channels whxch will reqmre
repairing and clearing out ..,
' AT itmaians i,

Totel... 57,000
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. Proceedings of the Madras Goverainenl, Revenue Depurtment,
F | | | - 8th July 1874, | o

. o »
to which if the damage done to roads be aidal, we have a total estimated loss of

e e B i e e s L

-
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-about 72,000 Rupees caused by this extraordinary flood. = . ) | k 1 ’ ff
E 5. As to the loss of cattle in Trinomallay, I have had no applications for o ' i E

. " relief or coumipensation, and think it very unadvisable to let any idea get abmﬂd !
" that Gavernsmeit-have- any intention . of giving any until it can be ca?ehﬂ:‘i‘y .

, L ascertained, a3 the Board suggest, what losces have really been incurred. T will | '
' 4 ~ have inquirics set on foot at once, and will report my opinion on receipt of 5
- aceurate information in what form compensation, if any is necessary, should be ;
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SepyrrTED for the mformatlon‘of‘ Government. ] ’ , ' 5

I
. R
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charge of the sluices, whose activity prevented so much mischief (paragraph 2).

b
L4
11
i
t
% ' ' ' : ‘ ‘ -
; li . " 9. The Board think a reward should be given to the Kottan or man 1n
%
1
;

His péy is but small (the Board‘beliww%e 1“%3 thaf; Rup‘ees 10 n—month), and his ; . : | : \
“duties require considerable promptitude and presence of mind at such a time as | b E i
i the Collector describes. . The Board think six months’ pay might be given. : , )
~ : 3 “The arrangements repo‘rt‘edvin pa‘ragr‘aph 5 ar‘t“a‘appr‘o“ve'n‘l‘,‘ ; ;‘ j " & :
¥ ‘ o Re bs. . . OspEw é@u@;m«‘, Bth Julyjl,ST“l, "1}1'41; 847. ‘ : - ? ’
mg . %_ | | o Il o | ‘f‘ ’\,f«’qrm‘i‘.!.“l'[mm;ﬂ - ) | K ' ‘ ;{IS EXCELLENOY th(’}& wGOY‘me?’T m J ’ ' | ,; i
i - 5 i ‘ . ’ aneons o Counes apprapes UL ERICTIOUS Lhe Pro~ g." ‘ ‘ v b
’ ’ posal made by the Board in puragraph 2 1 P
R - o 3 " of the foregoing Proceedings. . - . I R
P S 2.7 He awaits thf‘yre‘sult‘f of the inquiry reforred toin paragraph 6 of the Col- i . ‘ i
oy lector's letter. o o ‘ | B
;“ o e e ey (Tae Extract.) - o )

(Signed)  C. G. MASTER,
. Acting Secretary to Government.
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