M.R.O. 1—20,002—12-8-65.

(1) Number of Pages [ ©
(2) Date of repair....... M- C,) i (9

(3) Initials of the Referencer

...........

L 5 -

MADRAS RECORD OFFICE

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

..... /QwDEPARTMENT
o
G.0. No. Press
| BP No. 7’2 b ~Mis. —
\B/4
Dated AT §64 ;
n ;

-~

Not o be folded or roughly handled




Tk Teﬁ.{,:"i N T A T Gds 0 sy AP A __N
oA A g AP B

A : : \ |

1 " Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Dep‘artinent. ,
‘ ' 4 12th June 1874.

No. 112. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of 'Rcv_enue, dated 27th
~ May 1874, No. 1,270 :—

Read the following letter from W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., Collector of
North Arcot, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated Palmanair, 23rd April 1874, No. 213.

Prror to addressing my letter of the 14th March last, No. 142, to the Board
of Revenue, I had written to the Acting Sub-Collector, asking him to call upon
Girmaji Row, the Tahsildar of Vellore, for full explanation of his conduct on
s the several points respecting which I have reported against him. I have the honour
now to forward herewith an English translation of that officer’s explanation as
received with Mr. Rice’s letter, dated 28th March 1874, No. 274. I have, therefore,
not thought it necessary to call for any further explanation from him asrequired
by the Board in their Proeeedings of the 27th March 1874, No. 705, with refer-
ence to which I have now the honour to address them,

2. With regard to Girmaji Row’s explanation of his conduct, I beg to state 3
that from the beginning I had grave doubts as to his fitness for a Tahsildarship,
and the Board are aware that I expressed them fully in my letters to the Board's
address, Nos. 400 of the 12th, and 408 of the 16th July 1873. I confess, however,
I did not anticipate that they would so soon be as fully realised as they were

»  when I made the settlement of the talug over which Girmaji Row had presided
for nearly a year. I do not recollect aver having recoived so little assistance or
information from any Tahsildar at the Jamabandi. Village after village came up

: for scttlement, but whenever I asked Girmaji Row a question, no matter with

{ ' what subject connected, as regards the revenue eonditions of the village then

4 before me, he invariably-replied that he did not know. In his explanation he

A alleges that he did furnish me with all the information I required of him, and add

1 i that he wrote his remarks with his own hand in English in the waste and other

| ) accounts. Such remarks are, as the Board are, of course, aware, generally written

‘t by Tahsildars lopg before the actual settlement takes place, and the information

. I subsequently required when the settlement was actually going on could not, of

1 course, have been anticipated beforchand by Girmaji Row. In some instances,

I Girmaji Row did write brief remarks as he says ; but his observations in all hoes

4. instances were simply. based on what the village officers had told him, and when

| £ I asked him anything further, with reference to the point then under considera.

£ tion, he invariably admitted his inability to furnish me with the information I

5 required. Had he really, as he alleges, given me full explanation on every matter

that arose during the settlement, I need hardly say that I need not have left the
taluq in an unsatisfactory condition, or have issued to Girmaji Row the repeated
oral as well as manuseript orders that he rece'sed from me to 'go in person to
examine and report on the various villages about which I specially required
information ; nor, when 1 did not get such reports from him, should I have had
occasion to write to him my repeated takids, sglling on him to go out into the
taluq, make the required examination of Teerwajasti, Fasaljasti, ete., and to
explain his delay in doing as he had been ordeged. I can only say that, when he
: states that he gave me all the information I wanied at the Jamabandi, he doeg
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"a very extensive system of fraud on the part of the

 time of Jamabandi, ' Ln
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" office, and a special Sub-

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depafmﬂ-
12th June 1874.

S

m;t state the trutl-l. The officers of nearly every village in the taluq WP"M
a large decrease ‘in the revenue under the heads of Fasaljasti and Teerwaja_!ﬁ.lr

(except, by a singular coincidence, in those villages which were easily acoel!iblf
from my camp, and which I could have got at myself). Girmaji Row and his

Revenue Iuspectors knew nothing whatever on the subject of this decrease, and

I therefore over and over again ordered the Tahsildar to go in person, as soon
88 the Jamabandi was over, to those villages in which the largest falling off was
to be noticed, examine the lands, and to report to me fully on each such village.
Instead of doing this he went to the Sub-Collector, and, concealing from him the
repeated orders I had given him, asked for a week’s casual leave to go to Madras.
He got the leave, but did not quit Vellore ; and afterwards, when I had repe&ted:ly
called on him for the reports I had ordered him to send in, he furnished me with
two or three on villagés close to Vellore, in which the decrease of revenue had been
less than Rupees 10; but in no one instance has he, up to this day, visited a village

oo tho beriz was reported to have fallen off to any large extent (and thera

were some in which the decrease was said by the village officers to bo nearly
Rupees 300). I was convinced that, if a proper azmaish was made then and there,
village officers would have
been brought to light. Girmaji Row’s determined neglect of the positive orders I
gave him has, however, effectually prevented this discovery, and t.hfarefore I hav;
reported him for the unfavourable notice of the Board. My ag:n?n that fraud
was being perpetrated hus been confirmed by the fact that the Wrtial and com-
paratively unsatisfactory inguiry that has subsequently been madeb_yl the Revenue

showing in several instances that there was not really

Tuspeetors has resulted in s the .
thelfalling' off in the revenue that the village officers originally announced at the

on the extremely unsatisfactory
ch Girmaji Row was in charge at
Vellore, the Inspector-General of Registration has lately deprived him of that
‘ ' Registrar has been appointed. | : :
iginal opinion,—an opinion I formed after 4

4. I still adhere to my on rme .
ieng’thene& experience of the district, and after frequent communiecations with
more than one Sub-Collector under whom he was working,—that Girmaji Row is

not fit for the post of a Tahsildar and Sub-Magist'rat_(a. In deference, however, to
the recommendations of Messrs. Sewell and Wilkinson, wh?, as the Board are
had had but very little experience of Girmaji Row's official conduct, I would
altogether recommend his immediate removal from the grade of
suggest tBat a further trial be allowed him, and that he be
luq of Polur, one of the smallest and easiest

g I’Beg to add that, after receivihg a repo

aware,
not at present
Tahsildar, but beg to
educed and transferred to the ta one
talugs in the district, the pay o%, which (Rupees 1:{0) is equal to' that of a Sub-
Division Shevistadar, the post he last held prior to being made Ta.h'sllda.r of Vellore.
I would further propose that he should hold that oﬂicg on probation for one year,
about the end of which term I sh 1!. depute an exPenenced officer to confiuct the
sottlement of that taluq for next fasli, and if he is then found to be as xgnf)rant

and therefore unfit for the post of Tahsildar,

of the stato of the talug as he 18 now, . !
he will be degraded to some otlfer 'post, for the duties of which he may be con-

nowr

!‘\‘

3 Procuéding: of tbe Madras Government, Revenue Dgpartméut,
12th June 1874.

B

“sidered competent.: In the eveént of the Board approving of this recommendation

I propose to confirm Prakasam Naidu in his present appointment at Vellore,
Chackravarthi Nainar to revert to his former talug of Palmanair, and Janardhana

© Naidu to be confirmed at Chendragherry, which will be vacated by Prakasam
Naida. These transfers would involve no loss of pay, and the respective Tahsildars

would, I am aware, like the move.

Excrosuee No. 1.—Translation of Girmaji Row's explanation.

Tue Board 'resolve to sanction the arrangements proposed by the Collector,
with the exception of making Girmaji Row a Tahsildar on probation. This would
be equivaleut to dismissing him frow his present position, and though the Board
think it was a great mistake to make him a Tahsildar, they are not prepared to

- dismiss him, or rather to say that he shall be dismissed at the end of the year if
- the authorities choose to do so.

2. Of course, the Collector will be at liberty to report again on Girmaji Row’s
conduct after he has been a ycar at Polur. : .

3. The appointments of Girmaji Row to be Tahsildar of Polur, of Prakasam
Naidu to be Tahsildar of Vellore, of Chackravarthi Nainar to be Tahsildar of
Palmanair, and of Janardhana Naidu to be Tahsildar of Chendragherry, will be
submitted 25the sanction of Government.

-

. Onprn THEREON, 12th Juno 1874, No. 723,

. No. 1183.
PR Tma appointments detailed in para-
, i graph 3 of the Proceedings recorded above
: are approved.
{True Extract.)
- (Bigned) C. G. MASTER,
. Acting Secretary to Government.
To the Board of Revenue. ®
» the Accountant-General. -
»
]

Exd. F, B. Bantleman, -

.
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of the state of the taluq as he is now, and therefore unfit for the post of Tabsildar, A iy
he will be degraded to some other "post, for the duties of which he may be con- ‘ ;
sidered competent. In tlielévent of the Board approving of this recommendation |
I propose to confirm Prakasam Naida in his present appointment at Vellore, ;

to his former taluq of Palmanair,and Janardhana : }

Chackravarthi Nainar to revert , : : ! :
Naidu to be confirmed “at Chendragherry, whicl will be vacated by Prakasam

Kaide  Thektrabibfors wolldifivolveolossof payyand the respoctive Tabsildars. e
would, I am aware, like the move. s Wi o Ea ke eve
Escrosvre No. 1.—Translation of Girmaji Row's explanation. . -9

—

Tas Board resolve to sanetion the arrangements proposed by the Collector,
with the exception of making (firmaji Row a Tahsildar on probation. This would
be equivalent to dismissing Nim from his present position, and though the Board o
think it was a great mistake #6 make him a 'l‘a.hlsilc.lar they are not prepared to & :
dismiss him, or rather to say sthat he shall be dismissed at the end of the year if i £

the auth‘orities choose to do 56
9. Of course the Collect will be at liberty to report agein on Girmaji Row’s £3.

conduct after he has been a ygar at Polur.

3. 'The appointments 0 ‘Girmaji Row to be Talisildar of Polur, of Prakasam
Naidu to be Tahsildar of Villore, of Chackravarthi Nainar to be Tahsildar of
Palmanair, and of Janardhata Naidu to be Tabsildar of Chendragherry, will be

submitted for the sanction of Government.
‘ (A tnf; Copy and Extract.)
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"
Secretary.
To the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Deparfment,
with one original enclosure.
,, the Collector of North Arcot. : .
Copy to the Accountant-General.
Exd. J. Tulloch. . /
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