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rocegdin o e ' A
r ,\f-l 198 q/' the ﬂ[a:lras Gore nment, Remzue Department, R
- : 5th June 1874. ’ . T
- ' Yo ~ : * ""“ .~ ‘ /
) Tt\"_o. 63, . Fnz_mf C. J. LYALL, Esq., Under-Sceret:¥y to, the Government of .Indis
»Depm:.c_m.cut of Agrig:ulttuc,‘ Revc-m"m, and Commierce, (Land-revenuo 'm(;
S\ettlcﬁcut,)_toﬁ the Secretary to the Goveridinent of -Madras, dated Calcutta o !
. 14th Bebrugry 1874, No. 142, | R S ‘
With referenc¥t ‘

¢ A

o ‘ ogyour letter, No. 57,'(;1ated the 14th ulﬁmé,_addrésmd to the E
- Government of Indik'in the Legislativo Department, asking that early stops may be. S
. taken for the amendment of “The Court Feey Aét,~1870,’.’ Iam dire.cted to request.
.that you will be good cnough, with the 'perm"ission of Iis 'Exoellericy the Goverm;r
- in Council, to favor the Government of India’ with fuller details showine clearly the
~-reasons for which it is proposed to reduee the rate of Stamp-duty on?suits for the
recovery of the possession of land brought by b Governient ryot considering. himseli;
aggrieved by the action of the Colle.cttgli in sleligg hi; “tenement” or part of it for -

i

arrears of revenue. o ‘ o
~ 2. T am also to request oxplanation‘espcc)'a'lly on the foliowing ‘p'oints —
(1st.) Why, if any Collector puts in forece more frequently than-Le oucht. or
‘ in’egularly,Ahis powers of distraint, the Board,of Revenue does not check and :on;roi
- him; S .

1
3

(2rnd.) Why the revenue due is taken by§ the 'GO\'emmcnt of Madras t:) be cqual . s ‘ i
Jo the rent paid by a tenant to a superior holder, sceing that the land-revenue )avzble' DR
hy « Government ryot is otily a part of the rent which Le would have to ;I’vd;f Le -
wero the tenant of a Zemindar (unless, indedd, the revenue is levied as a ggk’l‘ent T &
,1’?/’ Government, which scems imin‘obuble); . o - '

(Srd.) Also whether by sale of a “tenement” is meant anything -more {1
. tho sale of the ryot’s tenure of, or interest in, the land. If 50} why t?w’ Boardu:;‘
Revenue cannot issue general orders to clieck and contro] such” sales : and if not
what z}}ldvm:itage there is in ¢ncouraging a i'}'ot fto hold land for which i;e’ is; unable Ot;
' pay, the reduction 1 3 o s . :
fnz'(,mmgcmcnt' o n the raté of Stamp-dutjl 1’ ecommended bemg,appar’entlyr. suéh an

3. In conclusion, I am to obsery

“

P

V1 e VRS Ry g TS, :

e

PR

e that 1:hc analogy between a landlord’s tc"nah;.

.

and a payer of revenue direct to Government; docs not appear to the Government of
India to be complete, as the latter has higher authority to appeal to ‘without having
, 1 3.

recourse to law, . L 2 , _ .
7 No. 63A.  ° " MINUTE BY THE Hoxy: W,-fibBiNSON, C;S.I. :

Prraniswva that I think Institution Feces, ’,in genceral, too high and fcstric;tive and
that I should like to see them gencrally reduded as respeets this Presidency, I su,bmit.
that there is no good ground for conferring exceptional facilitics fo dispuic; the deci- . X
sion. of Revenue-officers. on landed proprictoé‘s (Putluldar) who have exhausted the = - :
strictly protective provisions of the Re{-cm;’{é-la}v,‘ and still- desire to transfer thejr o

contention to the Civil Courts. No sound klaim. to speeial treatment exists, and - S
think that suchi measures might seriously ham'per the fiscal administration. o : :
o 2. The objeet of the representation, which was made to-the Government of Ed' | T
in tho Legislative Department in January last, was to facilitate avoi.danco of sales :)af g

land by Revenue-officers for, arrcar of reventie under the Revenue Code, Tt ig not ;
necessary here to st out all the very considerate provisions of this useful enactment / S
Suffice it to say that the whole is conceived in a careful spirit for the reasonable Pro-. o
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P Piocm[m g8 of the Varlras' Government, Révenue Departnent, 1 \‘: | . P' f Nlmgs Qf the Madras Gowrnment lxeLe;zzze De, (pmimenl - 1a ‘g’w’/ -
2 o 5t sze 1874, ‘ | | , &‘ S g £, “ 5th Juch&S’ii L ' l)( ;l/
o \ 1L (. I ~ , A 1 ! L Ve /‘p
e tocki on und asmst:mce of the Revenue- defumlters, that the action of tifs fiscal officors \ \\ . T, The . ,\nswcrs to the unDtlonS of th Govcrpment of India conveycd in thcu- / ;/ t
R S T sufﬁmently Juuhcml that the proccdurn is dchbemte and well- de,ﬂned[ and that pdy- g % " letter; datod { 4th ]:cbruary 1674, seems Lo be-—- E
i ... ... . . mentmay be made by the deﬁmlfus at any time up to the eleventh Ifsur and, nnder ] ”;\;J ) : 1s£-ThNt it is competent as surrm\gdi to the*Board of Revenue or G overnment o %
certain circumstances, under protost. ]‘xpemenoe has fully shotm thz »in practice, not ! L‘.s“:‘; . . in their admin itm“’f caP acity, to check pxcessives or irregular resort to .coercive : ;
. enly are the hardships or chance of i m_]uqtu,p under the etecaf(tm\ « the Law, reduced : Ly | process, or to intry .ﬁ;? sach ameliorations of adnnmstmuon—-lf needed or expodlenf:—-— :
, “ " "to a minimum, bat that, in fdct the mo«kmtwn of the Law gro ity encourages abuso ; yo . as will render tha!; Zsort " less frequent ; and‘ I submit that such action, and not alter- S
| " - of ita privileges. ‘ o ! L ‘ ation of the Law, will’ prove the better and more effectual remed3~1f romcdy be S
’ : . ' -3. There has doubtlcss bceq a consukmblc Increase in the .sales of property for T L required ; S ‘ | V '
oo - arrears under the Revenue-law of late ymns, and the Board of Revenuc have sub- | "';’., : 93d.—That the lewal and practical pOHItIOD of a Governmcnt J’uﬁulalar is far
‘ ‘ ¢ mitted a careful and compreliensive exaraination of the whole subject in their Proceed- f‘ 7 supcrior to, and cntirely different from, that qf a tenant under a superior land-holder— oo
ings, dated 1st April'1874, No. 754, Ift is to be regretted, I think, that the result of i ‘:%: S subject as the latter is to payment of rent eV u.tmn, ele., cte. The Puitaldaris practi- .
; this inquiry was not awpited before addressing the Government of Indm on this subject, ! A cally a Zemindar with full proprietory right in reqpcct to his holdm"—-subjcct only
4. The result of this exceedingly important. inquiry will come before Govern- : g to a certain land-tax or rent-chargo to the State He cannot be evicted, nor can his S
: ) ment for consxdemtm'l in the Revenue Departwent indue course. ‘But, I'submit, that | e debt to the State be- otherwise recovered th'm by sale of his property under a Law o “
: . the i mqmry discloses no defeet i mn the enstmg Law from the point of view under dis- A which sufficiently protects the debtor’s mterests I submit that there is no greater o ;
s cussion, suggests no argument or plea for exc eptional micasures of the character pro- : . o reason why such a proprictor should not be placed in tho category of an under-tenant s !
1 o posed, and that it poxnts 1o no reme@y which is not within the purview of fiseal ! - ) than the Zemindar who retains his estate on pmctxcally the same terms, viz., the punc- -
PRSI a,rmngement I submit that the inquiry dlstmctly indicates {Lat while the Rcvemjc-- ) v, ‘tual payment of PelbhcuSh ' R
e law, as it now stands, isin the long n%n more decisive and cffective than the old, ¥ DR © . Srd.—That the sale of a Putlalzdar’s I:md for debt to the State is the sale of the 3 3
;‘ u‘re"uhr and oppressive- methods of regovering arrears, it has, on the whole mad:: 3 e ' fec and full intcrest in tho land, and the purc}'mscr becomes a proprictor free of all. i })3
h DA fiscal admmmtmtmn less prompt and ccr{am than it was, and has increasingly e’ncou- 1 4} e - claims—subject, of courso, to the payment of ¢axcs and rates on the land. Neither the oL
) f o L arrcd temporary evasion of legal ubhmatmns to the Statc I therefore submit thiat : ' Board of Revenue nor Government can ¢ control” thcw sales which are reculated . ‘ g
AR any measure or’ concession which will tdnd’ o make fhe. operation of the law more % v by law; and T submit that there is an absolute advantago in bringing land to the ham- L 3
. ( : o ddatory and less certam, or more open to debate and appea], Wﬂl nelthcr subserve the i ; * .- mer for which the taxes are not punctually pald and as it were, startmfv the holdmg !“1
* mtcreats of the State nor of the defmlters : L - ~ af'am frec of all claims. . - T e ‘ . - ' %
5 0. Whatever may be thou"ht of th@ various reasong assigned by Collectbrs and 1 ! . L : - I.venture to think t}nt it were better not to press this mc“?ure abam. e t ’:’i
; the Boald for. tho Imerease of coercive process in the realization of the public i a 26th May 1874, ‘ o . 'Sl"ﬂb‘l) W ROBI\TbON R e
revenue at a time when the condltwnl of the people is fast: unprovmg, or of tho T - o : .L : S | ;iﬁ
SRR ;“emedles suggested and furthtjr cocreive measures rroposed by the Board, I am satis- | % ~ 63D, ~ Orore Tuczeoy, 5th June 1841 Vo 698A o :
T ied that no one conversant with the facts of our Revenuo admmlstratmn can doubt | 2T . \' 0 hat th 1y
A the propriety of the followmw observa*xons i— ‘Tt is best to look the facts i in the . o o - Miscellapeous. - | e P;E; ‘o that 1 ° foHowmn letter be f;"‘i
face, and take warning from- them ‘that. as ‘advances are. mado the difficulties | T ‘%CTW = i
% © . aftending the pecuhar system of Rmcnuc mamwement which prevails in this Presj. 3 - SR ‘ f(SI"nc_d) c.@a. \IASTER» “ :
- " dency will havea tendenoy to increase, jand the punctual realization of Government. e - - ' ’ ( .L'Am”g Secrctary to Gozernment. } :
AR . - dues will become more and more tl‘ouble&ome. - The authorities must be’ carcful whilst " 1 . o ‘ ' : | H ;
L guardm«‘r the poorer classes from {he pes?xmhty of Opprcesmu ot to We’iken the hands : [ - No. 6%, To the Sccrutar; to the Governmyent of India, Dcpartmont of Rcvcnue i
L of their executive offigers.” L : X Agrieulture, and Commerce, dated Qotacamund, oth June 1874, No. 699, i
-~ 0. Now the character of the propowd measure is premeely of ﬂus elnbarrassmg ! ‘: Separate Revenue, No. 5 {1  Si,—T am directed to acknowledn-e : “
' _kind. It must, T submlt needlcssly, not mischievously, weaken and diseredit fiseal { } P ' )ourlx,ttu',l\o 112, dated 14th Fchmary, H
v SR ‘adxmmstratxon at a time whon it royuifes st reugthening. The defuultors too, a i 1 . Stamps. . ,mstant calling for further mformatmn in ?,§7
" lesersbyan increased um:crt inty as to, th finality of revenue sale$ ¢ ; for such uncire ’ ' . . by g.xrd to the recent proposal of ~this 1::
’ : S ,tamty deprecmth the Tlue of all propu*iy sold under such cxrcumstancoq for the cal,r;‘ " ' I ' Ton,?&v e{‘nflirrt é’fmflnilﬁlﬁ ﬁ;ﬁr;tv“i%?ﬁ)epm’ S overmment for the am(::ldmeut of the ‘ | 55
-, ofthe ono case—in possibly a thousind-iin which the saleg might be set aside. Tt i ° L [ Coust Tess? Act 1670 ' T
- ~ pertinent to remark that the papers bhO\\} that this d1<cussxon is oI' an almost0 ti ;s : , 2. The Gov crnment of India desire fullm, details showing clc.u'ly the reasons for . Ui l’
e - theoretical kind, and the grievance hypothchcal for thers are no eases bafore (0;1 trely : , ? which it is proposed to reduce.the rate of] Stamp-duty on’ suits for the rccovery 1‘,
= B ment to show that any real hardship nxnsts under the. plcscnt Condltxon or th overn- ; f o ' of possession of land brought by a Govemment ryot whosr’ cstate has Veen sold j,‘i;
S I uny real or Wlde-sprcad ewl whick: calls for rezacdy. - e W there‘ : . L for arrears of revenue. . g
' . o , , \ [ F/ g Rithe - {ﬁmu,/) d"7 o \,/m} L/u/u,u LT wm—~‘”wdi
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I’roceedmgs of the ll[adras Goaé‘mmcnl Revenue Departimer

-/

. S Bth Jube 1644
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R e e L -t
“.

SR T A I am to explam that in tstxs Pruml«,ncy the ryot’s leg:xl remcd\
DT ofﬁcers of Government for 'dle"ed improper distraint, sale, s vfe., of his ‘proporty for
artears of reyenuc has always, sined 1502, lain in an appeal to thi-loval hurts, and no
other real remcdv can be here afforded op 1,:, désired.  The Boarg: ~h Rou ’

) nue have the
‘ gcnoral supervxsxon and control over Cu”cctors m this as 1w

avell ’1 ther branch of
their duties, and rules are ¢ preseribed for; the exerciso by - Collwa

T vested in thm for the realization’ of the pubhe revenue,
o prevent any gcner'xl -misuse of his powus by. a“Collector, but {1 hey cannot deal with
] ‘individual eases of allc"cd wrong as an!-Appellate Court. The cases which come
R “before the Courts almost mv'mably turn on seme a]lc"od irregularity of groerdure b
- | subordinate oﬁicors omploycd in tho dxs{mmt, and it would be simply impossible io)r
~the Board to' summon partics with their w‘xtncbso y ¢lesy from distunt places to Madras,
_and yet they could not otherwise arrive ;t a proper decmon
" "(Sections 59 and G0, Madras Xet IL of 1064) can'do. with the minimum of. expense, |
«. ° trouble, and delay to all conocrned (‘omphmts are frequpntly made to the Board on- i
.such matters, and are mvestw“ated and d)SI‘(Ned of, and,often the ryot acquiesces in ‘
their decision, but this i not tho ryot! si

r(‘mcdy by law’ and prcbcnptxon, nor is it

o an eﬂ’ectual one. ‘ @ . ) o

: 4. The Governor in Councﬂ haa nowhoro prono"unced as would seem to be -

lmpll(,d in the terms used in question lct,’ paragraph 2, of the letter under reply, any

. opinion - that the sale law-is put in forcd more frequenth than it ought to be, nor,

-+ indeed, are the circumstances of the case at present such as would enable this Govern-
" ent to arrive

at a definite conclusmn upon that subject. TBut bef'orc any ryot, who
*“deems himself ‘aggrieved, can commence fogal proceedings for the purpose of availing
. “himself, of the only mcans of defenco &namet such sales with which the law has
“provided hxm, and wlich (as already obbcrved) is thc bcst def.,ncc he could ha\‘o 1 . |
obhored to pay down on his plaint. e

as sum-of money which
) » 1N pumerou
(12 million - of our rvo‘ paying under, O Ru N s and

_ pecs a-year

. - :thls be Ihccllent‘) in Council coxmdgrg tol be a )hargl };ir;a?;oilf::mﬂndl o
C CprCldll} “when contrasted mth the” h'zht and casy terms on - th:ch tton( tier,
proceed against his Zemmdar ina snnllar case. The acc()mpan) ing state a | Ltn';nt can ;
. r'the extent of coercxvo prucess ubed m-the collection of l‘md-rovmuc m(t]; v :
. I’reqdency during fasli 1280 (1870-71) hnd fasli 1281 (1871-7¢ )leI 11}1 3(‘ \hqu :
- munbcr of* cases in which agerieved Persons may require g o that the

5. Referring to the 2nd and 3rd y

emedy is large, : ’
) , ' that the tenant of the Zcmmdar i this 13

omfsl raised in your letter, I'am to observo
residency ducs not sit

than the Govemmcnt ryot docs. - Tn thos 2 rack-rent A1y more
. the vxlh"es were survoyod and-a mon

rze (hbfl'lctﬂ »—aud they are munceroyg y—where
EHERTES :
" Zemindari sottlemcnt was introduced, sw’lf.xswf: :rrlt:;txstil‘izdpr?mme ﬁc;ds o e
“Zemindar. - Inother districts, Whou, 1o money as fxed on
power of the Zemindar is limited by t}e privil
claiming to discharge his rent in kind aceor ding
o ostabhﬂth rate of the village for dmdgng the crop between 1,
landlord on the ome hand, and the cu,ltwator on the other,

property in ‘the land is a real one, vshet},e
tl.c Gorcrnment or 1ts asgignee,

R 1

&8 of the powers
The Do nd can effectually

4
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sessment wag fixed on the fields, {he -
ege vested: by 1

aw In' the {en ant of "<
to the « waram,”

Le., aceording to the
e Gu\(rnment or the

h In Rhort the ryot's t;
r ke payq his commuted share of the (.rop W

)

(Smmd) C. G, I\I\STER
Acting éccrc[arJ lo Gorerzzmcnl
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