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.of an intricate case with great clcarness.

-

- Pr oceedmrr: of the Madras Gouemment ‘Revenue Department
: o 301/: Jla_/ lb74 ’

LWt

No. 302. Read the followmmProceedmrrs of the Board of Revenue, dated T

. . 13th May 1874, No. 1,120:— = - o

Read the followmrr Ietter from A. MACGREGOR Esq., Collector of Malabar, to

J. GROSb, Esq., Sccretary to’the Board of - Revenue, dated Cahcut
23rd March 1874, No. 81.

1 uave the lonour to acknowledge t‘xe recexpt of Board’s Proceedmgs, 3rd.
March last, No. 1,457, communicating G. 0., dated 24th February 1874, No. 140,
stating that no’ rrxounds are shown for appomtmﬂ nytty Raman Tahsxldar, in

the absence of the Precis-Writing quahﬁcanon. :
- 2. I must preface my remarks by ,saying that in Malabar the greatest

difficulty is experienced in finding a man’ W1t11 the real essentlal qualxﬁcatmns
for the post of Tahsildar. o a

I presume it is admitted that these must always take precedence of the
artificial qualifications, and that, in the absence of reasonablo certainty that a
candidate possesses the necessary_ honesty, courage, ‘capacity, temper, and force

~ of character to enable him to act rightly and control his subordmates, no educa-

tional quahﬁcahons can justify an appomtment. Owing to the character of the
inhabitants of this district, the administration of justice and of revenue becomes
a curse to the country if pres1ded over by men wantmrr in' the above qualxﬁca-
tions. ' :

3. On the occurrence of the late vacanmes, 1 wrote to the Sub Collector
Mr: Logan, saying'that I was of opinion that the two men for tho appomtments
were Karunagara Menon and Oyitty Raman; to which he replied that I had
singularly named the very two men whom he had a day or two before fixed on
in his own mind, although we had had no; previous conversation or corresponds

cnce on the subJect Mr. Logan has had more opportunity, both as Joint Magis- -
" trate and Acting Session Judge, of observing O. Raman’s character than I have,
and, as both our judgments coincide with that of his official superiors in. the.

Polxce, I think it may be conccdod that as rcr"trds real quahﬁcatxon ho is tlxe
right man. ‘

- 4. The two grounds on.which I tbmk exemptions’ from passmg tests should
e made are, first, when great individual hardship would be inflicted by refusmg
it and thé publxc service is not likely to suffer; and, second, when thei insisting on
a test would deprive the pubhc service of the advanta"e of the bcst man f01 the
situation.

‘5, * The mere fact of 05 itty Raman not havmg passed thc Precxs-Wntmo
Test is no proof of lns want of industry or educational requuements, and had he
not been able to cxpress himself clearly and to the point, he never could have
distinguished himself as an Inspector of Polico in the way -that he has, He has,
in fact an extremely clear and logical mind, and can seize and arrancre the facts

6. Therei is, however, difficulty fora xn:m after a certain txme of lifo and posi-
tion in the service gom«r to school azain; 9nd there are no books in the Malayalam
language to aid a man in preparing for thc} Precis-Writing Test, which, moreover,
did not form any portion of the Tahsildar’ 8 Test when nytty Ra*nan passed it.
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Pﬂocnsnmcs OF TIHE Bomm oF REVENUE, dated 18th May 1874.

_; Road the following letter from A. MACGREGOR, Esq. Collector of Malabar, to
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J. GROSE, Esq., Secrctary -to the Board of Revcnue, dated Calicut,
23rd March 1874, No. 81 :—. E

I mave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Board’s Proceedmgs, 3rd”
HMarch last, No. 1,457, communicating G. O., dated 24th February 1874, ‘No. 140, -
stating that no grounds are shown for appointing Oy1tty Raman, Tahsxldar in _
the absence of the Precxs-Wntmg quahﬁcatmn LT T

2. I must prefaco my remarks by saying that -in Malabar the "reatest
difficulty is cxperienced in finding a man thh the reéal cssentxal quahﬁcatmns

_ for the post of Tahsildar, - N P

I presume it is admitted that theso must always take preccdence of 'the
artlficml quahﬁcatxons, and that, in the absence of Teasenable certainty thata .
candidato possesscs the necessary honcsty, courage, capacity, temper, and “force
of character to cnable him to ‘act rightly and control his subordinates, no cduca-
tional qualifications can justify an appointment. Owing to the character of the
inhabitants of this district, the administration of - justice and of revenus becomes
a curse to the country if pre51ded over by men wanting in the - abovc quahﬁca-
 tious. = ‘
3. On the occurrence of the late vacancies, I wrote- to the Sub‘Collector
Mcr. Logan, saying that I was of opinion tliat the two men for the appointinents
wore . Karunagara Menon and Oyitty Ramanj to which. he] ;replicd -that I had .
singularly named .the very two men whom he’ had a day or two before fixed on,
in his own mind, although wo had had no previous conversation .or. correspond-
Mr. Lovan has had more opportumt), both as Joint Mafrxso
trate and?Ac“m" Scssion Judge, of observing O. Raman’s character than I have,

g u.ah‘d “§3both our judgments coincide with that of his official superiors in the.
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~ in fact, an extremely clear and logical mind, and can seize and arrange the facts

Police, I think it may be concedcd that as. r(,rr'n‘ds real quahﬁcatlon he is the
right man. : CLae oot T o7
4. _Tho two grounds on”'\hxchl thmk excmptxons ftom passmrr tests should
bc'made are, .ﬁ;et,awhen great mdwxdual hardxlup would he inflicted by refusing
>t and the publio 3 servxw 13, not. hLer to suffe}' S siand *‘sed;;xd when thei insisting on
a test Would depnve “the” pubhr,-aervwe oi«tho amantagoﬁof thé-bést 'man for the’
sxtuatxon., - %,-::* '“‘"Mb SR «‘3:*« mmf" N‘N-.A RCRT ﬁf, )
= uMThc mero facf of 0y1tty Raman™ ot bauu" passe'd“"thg,_ﬂ{’;mxs V. ntmg

Test is no proof of his want of industry og._educatmml requirements, “and"had he n" ¢

w_», ‘m ..

_distinguished himsclf as'an Inspector of Police in the way that he has. He has,

of an intricate case with great clearncss. . : ) 3
6.- Therei is, however, difficulty for a man after a certain tlme of life and posi-

tion in the service going to school again ; and there are no books in the Malayalam ‘

language to aid a man in preparing for the Precis- Writing Test, which, moreover,

did not form any portion of, tho Tahsildar’s Test when nytty Raman passed xt
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" Tahsildars’ Test when Oyitty Raman passed it.
--qualifed sforthe-post—of-Tahsildar,-tudineed not-pass-in Precis-

_‘} AER Bantlenas. [;m

7. In my lotter Qf thio 23¢d ultimo, No. 55, T oxplained bow difficult it had .
become ta find quolified men even for the post of Sub- Mamstmtc, who had satis--
fied all the requirements; and I am utterly at a loss to name any man for Tahsil-
dar who has all the quahﬁcatxons. T trust, thercfore, that Government lel allow the;
present-arrangement tostand. . T ¢ ¢

+

Sunmrnm for -the orders of Govcrnment with refercnce fo G O 24th,~
February 1874, No. 140.

2. The Board are strongly of opmxon that Oy1tty Raman should be appointed -
_Tahsildar of Kotteyam.. It would be unsafe and unwise to setaside the judgment -
of two officers of the expenenco of Mur. thwrerror and - Mr. Lprran in such a-
matter. : !
' 3. Moreover, the Board re;pectfully submit that, in over- rulmg thcu' dccision

that Oyitty Raman should be allowed till the next Examination to pass in Precis:

~ Writing, Government have virtually deprived them of a power which is conferred .

on them by G. 0., 16th April 1867, No. 834, Revenue Department, and which
they have found it necessary to exercise very trcqucntl) If it were not for the‘
reference required on very different grounds by G. 0., 19th February 1873,

No. 197, Revenue Department, Government would havo had no opportunity of
interfering, and the Board are suro thnt when the order last quoted was passed, _

" 1t was iIntended rather to strengthen thau ta weakon the Board's authonty with

regard to Tahsildars.

4. Morcover, the Collector Sil)?’a that Procis-Writing forms no part of the
If so, Oyitty Raman is fully'
Writing-at all.~

The Collector will report the page of tho Furt St. George Gazetic in which 'tl

is notified that Oyitty Raman "passed the Tahsildars’ Test. %7&’

(A truec Copy\and Extract.)
* - ' - Secrefary,

To tha Acting Secretary to Government, Revenus Departxent,
. the Collector of Malabar.
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