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 women and children chiefly do the work, but then tho earninge go to the family. The crop has

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Départment, /{/
29th May 1874.

No. 281. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 19th
May 1874, No. 1,169 :—

Read the follovnng letter from A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector of Coimba-
g tore, to J. GROSE, Esq., Seoretary to tﬁe Boa.rd of Bmexme2 dated Tth _
May 1874, No. 107 —_ e

n conformit'y with the Otders of Giovernment, da’ted IOth March 1874 |
No. 330, in Proceedings Board of Revenue, No. 1,643, dated 11th March 1874, I _
have the honour to forward for information copy of a letter to my address from
Mr. Underwood regarding the apprehension of scarcity u.ntwlpated by Mr. R1ce in
his late division.

2. The long drought seems to have been, as might be expected, most preju-
dicial to the cattle which are never at any time too highly fed. It is the same
everywhere, where forage is not stored, and cattle are turned out to find their own
pasture.

3. Mr. Underwood has found no failure of crop in the Palladam Talug;
there has been very little, if any, in the Coimbatore Taluq, and nothing very
serious in the Pollachy Taluq. The Tahsildars informed me that they made no
reports, official or unofficial, to the effect that distress was anticipated. '

4. Rain has been late of coming, having held off during most of April, but
now having fallen, has enabled agricultural operations to be commenced for the
sowing of the early dry crop, cholum. Tliere is therefore no reason to anticipate
& want of employment,.

- 5. Some public wells have been reported as having become dry, and for the
further deepening of these, allotments will be made from the Local Funds. As
regards the subject of remission on lands under tanks and channels out of repair,
adverted to in paragraph 9, inquiry will be made whether the apparently perma-
nent transfer of the lands in question from nunjah to punjah is owing to causes
beyond control, such as the silting up and inadequate capacity of tanks, and the -
necessity of such transfer is from pmventlble causes.

6. Bo for the present, at all events, there seems no reason for the commence-
ment of any relicf works, :

Excrosure No. 1.
From W. G. UNDERWOOD, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector to A. WEDDERBURN,
Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, dated Avenashy, 28bh A;ml 187& Ro. 8&
Innnvmﬁedagm&tpﬂufthhﬂudamhg ' 3

2. This taluq is later than Pollachy, being farther removed fm ﬂqum‘n Gl\mﬁl and
the early rain, and depends chiefly on the north-east monsoon. |

3. It has a very rich soil and a very extensive well cultivation.

4. The want in this talug will not be felt severely :—

(1.) On account of the extensive well cultivation which is now ahwy sown with ol:olnm

(2) On account of the large tracts of black-cotton soil, where up to thu time a great deal
of employment was to be had by coclies in quest of work in picking the cotton. It is true the

been about an average half-one.
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water in the wells, and no food for the cattle, and that the Curnam, Monigar M m :
reported falsely.”  But the general frecdom of the ryots from anxiety '“k" mebefere by
- be no great want. nob.*'d

* most parts of the talag, I am of opiniop theré is sufficient for the pl'clﬂﬂ‘l:'*plm the grall \

A mhmmmwmmmmuw m

date as registered at the Cusbah. It may not spply to the whole taluq ;
been, therw bas been the same want of rain. 1t will be soen that up to Apri

. compare sa very unfavourably with any of the provious faslies, which were ol
4_&:&'1@-&:.“!-1.-.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, Y .4 i
A 29th May 1874 hs,

r

5. The staple grain of the talug is cholum, and it and the other crops are generally 0

as follows:—

6. I.um DEPENDENT ON Mnu. —1I have not found any lsud dopondenh: % ’~ .
water ploughed, except a few isolated patches of light black-cotton soil on & tl:l: - M -
here is no red “‘l Pl"'l‘"d ‘Jnt. as will be seen from the above list, it is not too % d-
rain. The ryots seem quite easy in their minds, and I received no complaints "??“lbmw
polliem, & roeky village on thé road from Palladsm to Oodumulpetta. They sai vy

7. Wezt Lawpe.—~There is no lack of water in the wells, and lbo ml :Ollll s
are very fine. The wells are by no means full ; but from an examination of 8 l""m "w' n

rain feil. - Ag the present time the well land is wholly nnder cultivation
already in flower ; but the ryoh are very irregular if cultivating under wells,
the months laid down.

8. Nuxsam Lavps.~The erops on these lands have been rather m

9. There has scarcely any remission been granted. A large proportion
granted is on land entered a5 nunjah, but for which first class punjab only has :
» number of years back, us the supply-channels or tanks have been out of ”":d py wells &'
Muo, are for sagar-cane and betel, cte., under tanks and not supplemen il
water is very low, but the sugar-cane, ete., bas not as yet suffered. The cattle arein?

10. Carris.—The want of fodder at present is the most serious evil. have pulled:
poor condition, and there is very little for them to eat. 1 have heard that ownert
thatch off their houses to feed them, but I'don’t place much reliance on i
the cotton is'picked they are tarned out ; but I notice they did not seem to care of the
preferred auy dried weeds or straw they could find. The sheep nipped
but refused to eat the leaves. :

- 11. X enclose three Statements A. B. and C., which, though "‘"’ma"

“ SE7 R Sty s boa) falies
-o.-iumm.ammuma.dmwh*“:'wﬂv F
From it, it will be seen thatin the month whero the decrease in arca is "
40,000 acres roaghly, apd in January was only 500, *.M f‘i
13. B.is a comparison of the rainfall for the three preceding avd 'ulv""l
mri'f‘““
‘o‘

. h
M. Cius ‘pﬁﬂdm.fgﬁgmmﬂﬂd
Eﬂlﬂtdﬁt luiwnhl-ku otmpnunib

Praceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
: 29th May 1874.

Cusbah., The rise in wet grains is not serious ; but it is curions to-remark that whilst in the
past fasli cholum rose in price, in this fasli it has remained stationary, It seems to bear out 'l:ho
remark I made, that the ryots have no fear of the crops failing. The price of cumboo and raggy
nge no ground for alarm, : ,

15, Tbmhubmnemmmﬁagumnﬂm 5 e

© 16, So to answer your letter No. 236, M&Mﬂm&‘i&? 3 m-mﬁm,’l juwe the

" stata A iatite s talug 1o gcarcity is apprehended. . The crops have nowhers failea, an. e
generally béen only ohghﬂy below an average kuli-crop.- I do not-think. {hwtﬁo ‘cultivators b&

suffered, and now that the rain has fallen, the labourers will not lack employ‘ment. The com-

parison of prices does mot show such arise as to lead to the belief that tho labourers will - be: ;;-‘1» ‘

pinched. The state of the cattle was the worst feature of the season.

17. Most of the above report was drafted and corrected as I marched to this place. Now

that the rain has fallen, all anxiety has ceased. - I, howaver, send the report in to show whab the
actual state of the talug was before the rain.

18. There have been two showers as yet ; one began about 4 p, M. of the 25th April, and it
rained steadily till about midnight. Up to the north of this, where I have been, the rain was much

heavier. The second shower was on the 27th, and was not nearly so heavy. I have#not ascertained
what rain fell to the south ; but, according to the rumours brought in by persons coming to tho
festival, it has been very heavy.

19. The Pollachy Tahsildar reports that to the east and west of that town the rain has

fallen to a depth of about an inch, and that the people have begun to plough, and that there is

every sign of more rain. He states rain had not fallen in two villages to the north.

20. In Coimbatore, I believe, the rainfall was over an inch ; but 1 have received no report

from the Tahsildar. :
21. Here thero is every sign of more rain falling again to- day, as the clouds are blowing
up as they did last Saturday and Monday.
(Tme Copy.)
* (Signed) B, HORSBRUGH,
) ' for Collector.

Excrosures Nos. 2 to 4, —Statements.

Tar Board are glad to receive this Mﬁng report which shows that the

Collector’s views were correct throughout. In all probablhty, more rain has fallen

since Mr, Underwood wrote,

2. Paragraph 9 of Mr. Underwood’s s letter, with the Collector s remarks
thereon, will be forwarded to the Officiating Director of Revenue Settlemont, who
bas, it is belicved, a field party now at work in Palladam,

4

No. 282 Oznm mnmx, 29th Mny 1874 No. 656. i
S (Tmo E;traoh) 3 i o
' (Signed)  C. G. MASTER,

dcting Secretary to Government.
To the Board of Revenue, i

Exd. W. H. French,

R ————
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