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Proceedings Qf the Madras Gooer@?;%.ft, Revenue Department,
1 26th May 1874 |

No. 239.  Read the following letter from!i 0. HUME, Esq., C.B., Secretary
to the Goovernment of India, Depa’;{ﬁment of Agriculture, Revenue, and
Commerce, {Forests,) to the Secretary to the Government of Madras,
dated Calcutta, 9th March 1874, No.f}d-%{} -

I ax directed to inform you that thé?‘GO\rernor-Genera.l in Council has

recently had under his consideration a letter fqlirn.til‘é Punjab Government, recom-
mending for sanction the application of certain forest officers to have extended to
them the same rules as are applicable to other branches of the public service
regarding rewards for the acquisition of, or for proficiency in, cerfain native
languages or dialects; and as the question is one which may apply fo forest
officers in all provinces, I am directed t&%mmunicate general orders on the .
subject.

9. His Escellency in Council does not deem it necessary to extend to the
forest service the rules which grant rewards for attainments in the classical
languages of India—SBanskrit, Arabic, and P_gll'sian,; nor is it necessary to encour:
age the acquisition of Urdu beyond a thorough colloquial knowledge, coupled with

2 a moderate facility in reading and writing it. But the acquisition of, or a higher
"d\ degree of proficiency in, such languages as Punjabi, Pushtu, Burmese, or other

X spoken languages is of as great benefit in the case of forest officers as it is in any
other branch of the public service. T :

‘ 3. His Excellency in Council is, therefore, pleased to decide that whenever
o’ by any general or local rules a reward is sanctioned for the acquisition of, or for
proficiency in, any spoken or useful native language or dialect, such rules shall be e
held applicable to all European forest officers: provided that when any officer
desires to qualify himself for such reward, he shall first obtain the permission of
the local Government or Administration unfler which he is serving, and the Goy-
ernment will decide whether the language 1% one, the acq uisition of, or high pro-
ficiency in which wilt be useful to the officer in the district in which he 1s
employed, and will increase his efficiency as an officer of the Forest Department.
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, No. 240. ORDER THEREON, 26th May 1874, No. 635.
[ . : " Tar Government observe that
, No. 8. R
W Forclip ¢ | ;bhey have already prescribed Tests

- ,ﬁvhich are compulsory upon forest
officers of all grades (G. O., 9th January §l§73, No. 21, R.D.).

9. His Excellency the Governor inf Council is of opinion that European
forest officers seeking rewards for the aeq_hisition of a further knowledgé of the ;
following native languages, viz., Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, and Canarese, should
be required to qualify according to the MHigher Standard prescribed for Military
officers in G. 0. G. G-, 9th September 1864, No. 734, '
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of oﬂiceré hereafter joining ‘the depal:tmeﬁ mthm five .years- of their ﬁppoint-

ment. No officer will bo permitted to compety who has not passed the compulsory
test (A) in one of the four languages namad;; e | |

(True Extmef.) s A
(Slgned ) - C. G. MASTER,
- Acting Secretary to Government.
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