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AN Proceedings of the Madras Gdbty;:zment, Revenue Department,
' 26th May 1874. | o

o )
. - . R
R P L T e

No. 237.  Read the following lettcr frdm A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., Colléctor
of Coimbatore, to the Secretaryg to Government, Revenue Department,
dated 25th February 1874, No. ¢4 :— S ' S

- , I mave the honour to reply to Proceedings, Madras Government, Revenue-
) Department, 11th February 1874, No. 183, in which I am directed to inquire and . _
i report on an alleged oppression of certain ZAili-fribes on the Anamallay Hills, - T
; o0 : ) i ' contained in a communication printed in .Ef\"qtive Public Opinion of the 4th instant, ~ &
‘ : and signed “ Contributor.” T e T
l‘ ‘ 2. The specified instances of allegéd “oppression above alluded to-are a B

' ' X, refusal to allow merchants to take provisions to the Kader villages, and that mer-

-
-
y

N
'
‘

i

_ 1 chants have thus lost Rs. 5,000 of advances, and that the exclusion of merchants
i Tes from the rescrved forest caused an unnccessary injury.to them and the forest S
L ' - Gi‘.’ . tribes. . ) T : S
| 3, Government direct that the ¢ general principle to be observed in any -
dircet trade with the wild jungle-tribes (by forest officers)” is laid down in Pro-
) : ' ‘ceedings, Revenue Department, 1st March 1873, No. 240. ' S -
. 4, The matter at issue is the rules to be observed in regard to persons
) entering the reserved Teak and Rosewood forest of Tunacadavoo. . ST
[ » ' ' - , _ 5 Government have not as yet, by any published order, proclaimed that
f] _ the above Teak is a reserved forest; but in all the corrcspondence since the
¢ ) R Siaa forest was taken under Government conservancy in 1848-49, this fprest 1s alluded R
U S : A4~ 4o as “reserved.” It has been known'as such for more than a quarter of a T
|
|

———
[ -
.
-
.——y——

century. . S v
6. Previous to 1854 the right to collect jungle-produce was made the sub-

jéct of revenue. Certain merchants purchased the monopo"ly' pf dealing with the

. tribes who furnished the products. . o | :
b . .. 7. Inconscquence of a representation from the then forest officer, Captain
' ‘Michacl, that the merchants grievously oppressed their constituents (the hill-tribes)
in forcibly causing them to collect - the produce in all weathers at- insufficient
b remuneration, ctc., Government declared; the hill-tribes to have a right to sell
B their produce to all or any purchasers, thus closing the former monopoly of the-
TN - trade. ST o L L :
%3 ,.ﬁu‘ ‘8. As, howcver, there was but one sct of merchants who dealt directly with I
LTy tho tribes and in jungle-produce, things, as regards monopoly, remained much as -
o before; the rude jungle-man could only take what the merchant offered in the way
;{ 1 of barter or truck for the produce (rice, spirits, tobacco, and the like) WhiCh-the_ .
| . ik i . merchants took up to the small clusters of jhuts situated in and about the reserved

' ¢, .- forest; and, whatever the transaction, the jungle-man remained in permanent and
4 probably exaggerated debt, which, giving a hold over the tribes, it is not the interest

“of the virtually monopolizing merchant should ever be cleared off.

9. It may here be remarked that there 1s no;questioh about “direct trade X
by forest officers on_the parf of Goverm}lent with- the tribes;” no such trade
exists ; the question is solely about the unrestricted right of cntry and passage of

. merchants through the reserved forest up t;:) these tribal hamlets, S
, 10. The merchants, whose interest it is to keep up 2 monopoly of dealing -
<~ with the tribes, wish to have an unréstrictefsi.passage, at all scasons, without the

formality of a DPass. |
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oceedings of the Madrus 3 ;f:er:::ncn!. Revenue [)ep.zrt,rn:nl.
. 26¢h .‘I‘py 1871,
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11. 1 . o . . \ .
believe it is admitted that thero should bo such formality, for without

it: the for .
is vain t:“::iiz’;‘ezézl;ngcr . conser;"cd' though it be a reserved, forest; and 1¢
12, T believe also thr(g)m the axe, ‘{01058 they bo preserved from ﬁrC:

firc in than the A at a stack-yard is not a more dangerous place to lx;,:h '
namallay forest for n2arly half the year. The dryness of the

forest ma :

¥ be estimated by

7 ~ ¥ the fact that eattle ¢ renzod in i ins the hot
months from the totg] absenco of water, | ¢ cannot be grazed in it during

fomsiii‘;ﬂ‘ Sceing that. these conditions ex
- 1eer, responsible for the
3z2mnst the danger of fire, and ¢
should rest with him, ,
4. TFrom June till

that and unt;] the rains,
articles to thq indolcnt a,m
ev?ning fires, and ar¢ cqr
officer’s hut was burned d

‘t frequent] ¥y found the

ta

4
1st, it would appear necessary thﬂt.‘hc -
protection of the forest, should take precautions
lan M . H Y308
Lo dl.-’;rctwu a3 to the time of granting Pussc

Nf)vember the luxuriant furest will scarcely burn; after -
tislike tinder. The parties carrying Arrack and ozhc.:r :
lalleged indebtod Kaders bivouae in the forest, light theif
clessas to extinguishing them,—as an instance, the forest
own,—and treesare scorched, if not consumed. Mr. Douglas :
Bfnoulde,;n%, cmbers of a fire within a timber dcpﬁt-" :
arge on tl:)l: :;i:is:a“})’rdosed, and the estallishment withde:; ;
an on board:Lj sty of Lules and Passcs for ingress ot such scaso s

pareeip and in g stable-yard or combustible manufactory- .

i they aro illiterate, and eyen if

GOvernment .

to their beine ; - .

figure of Ry, 5 000, 1 demo ma Lopeless state of debt, a3 is represented by the |

Douglag Writc; tha..t th Ouj)txf thoy would acknowledgo to as many annas. Me

part, and somg of o puadors absolately repudiato such or any debt on their
of thom tako their owWn goods to market .

18, I : .
burden of d:!v)ctvi:ot:;?lt ltna} he, 'ﬂxcir.’ Lest chanco of cxtrication from such #
fomzt; it is not the fut ¢ 1n their ta);ing their Pl‘Oduco to the outside of tho

labour of carrying in te)re?t ot: the monoplist traders that they should do 50; the
wido,—at the o uda“’m" hill crecls g, produce they have collected far and

Ereat, and thygg supcry.S.JOurney down hill to tho forest entrance,—would not b¢
3 could bo insured at the time that forest

would bo more readily attended by othef
1ed for the produce, e .“alll} attcoded by ;

ark ‘
it;trsn the Breatness of the alleged debt against these i
! ¢, would show that 0 steps havo ever Leen taken

PP

50 long gg this v ually to the inte
s vi rence that N3 Wi ken
18. As 1t rtual Mmonopoly continues, o steps will ever bo so 1% :

rcg&rds tho 0 .
> er: ]
Writes to Peration of the rulg of Passes for entry into tho forest

me, y

A ;ldcix;ldattg '161‘.!1 December 1873, « 2.) In the first
ained of by the stating that (le Kaders are satisfied with the |
I'have been at some pains to alleviate

in conscquenco of -

hey arg
' Now t} es rep , . :
frge to come and g’;’r:::hly assured thay thesi“:gmg their rights to produce. .

il be respected, that they are
bomsooyer they choose, and thaty
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No. 237B.

‘Teak forest, and 35 the tract leased from tho Numbidi. - .

. U
- T
1

7’ P o .
Proceedings of the Madras Gopernment, Revenue Departiment,

in fact, they and.Government are, as it were, cov-pro‘priotors of’ thAe‘ fo‘resté, no one -
clso having any business whatever ther in,”” e further states: ¢ It has lately
come to my knowledge that to about 130 Kaders there are-15 or 20 dealers ;

s,

. . 3 . A
cach man seems to have his particular batcit of Kaders, and regards them as hisown

pmpérty, doing is best to convince them t}lat they ax.‘e'so.\” o 4
19. The sum of the matter is that the complaint under report is the

merchants’ and not the Kaders’ complaint; that the means of recovering the alleged

debtdue by the Kaders are to be sought by civil process, and not by unrestricted

" entry into the forest; that the sole object of the complaint is to continue what

must bea profitable monopoly of the produce ; that the real interest of the Kaderis
to,take his produce, undeterred by the ereditor-chetty, into open market ; that the
allegation of advance of Rs. 5,000 is a fiction, for what could the Kaders do with
money in the forest;:that the prevalent system of dealing was one of f;ruck or
barter, the Kaders getting tho worst of the g)argai(n, as all weaker or more ignorant
persons experience; and that the Deputy:Conscrvator should be allowed to exer-
cise Lis dizcretion as'to 'asses, - ' . ‘

No. 237A. Minue BY THE How. V. ROBINSON, cs1.

g

Tris correspondence discloses a questionable- condition' of things. Tknow - -

this country well, and have been over every part of it and"ﬁrst: r'en'te.d it for
Government in 1849, ‘ T
2. The so-called reserved forest is as I understand the matter, a - great tract

. of hill' tableland, within the Malabar District, and the property of a Malabar
- jenmi, from whom the right to fell certain timber is rented by the Government.

The public have full right of access, and I conccive. that the Governmerit has no

more right to require dealers or travellers to take.out a license there than on *

the Nilgiri Hills, E S S ‘
" 3. The tract is peopled by numerous tribes of hillmen living in villages

(Paddis), and is traversed by rights of way leading to these villages and into the
Cochin hills and country beyond. Lo T '

4. This uncnclosed and inhabited t:act cannot, I conceive be called an
“ onclosed farcst” to which, even were there a law in that. behalf, the forest
Rules could bo made applicable in the exclusive’manner proposed. o

5. ‘It may perhaps bo competent to the Forest Establishment to enclose well-
defined portions of the tract, as sholahs are rescrved on tho Nilgiris, if thorough-
fares, étc., are properly provided for,and the rights of the inhabitants protected.

“Buf the cxclusion of tho -public——save under a system -of - liccxislé for which there -
- is.no law—must, I think, be forbidden. .. - o : .

ath March 1874, - : ‘(Signéd)ﬁ‘W, 3031N5033
MixuTE BY ;I‘IIE'H_QN: J. D. SIM, CAL '/ S
I nave agAai}n_ gone over these p:ipérs, and must say that the C'ollegtor’g report -

is, to my apprehension, perfectly satisfactory in every respect. -

2. -The area of the Anamallays i3 380 square miles;- the_'pp'x‘tiod reserved

e : g ~
as an imperial forest.is 75-square miles, of which 40 are the. old Government .
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‘their debts; they have only to tako ou

- woods owe them Rs. 5,000 is doubtless ;15 but if ¢
’ ru

" law cannot justly make it ours: it can

. obtained by lease the right to cut timber

|

. oy
Proceedings of the Madras G vernment, Recenue Department,

206¢h JI(‘{y 1874.

oo

3. Tho hill-tribes nu
- The hill-tribes number 204 sonls, of whom 108 are in tho reserved por-

4. intent
oo Year;['h.eltmct has been, to. all intents and purposes, a close forest for twenty-
- 1 camot agres with my IHonourable Colleague that as regards the

leas act we leas
ed tract wo leased no more than the right to fell certain timber; if this bo the |

case S i ivati

- ’:SOF tixle.le;sor can per.mlt cu!@xx'agxc‘ll within the tract, rent out the pasturage,

s ur l,]d ;,lt theso rights he has never even claimed, and their excrcise OF
o would be fatal to forestry. The rest of the tract like tho Anamallays

o generally is the property of tho State.

r : . L
necef. I'fhe ;‘estncfmn on frec ontry into the reserved tract is absolutely
ssary for the preservation of the forest from fire. "Travellors are notoriously
careless ab?uh tllo fires they mako at thejp camping places, and for half the year
the fore.st 1s as {uﬂammable as a hay-stack, We :re 'e:;r,l' totr " idcrzble
expenso in clearing spaces round our sticks of wood znd ; lpu fo . 870 a
pile of timber, worth a lakh of rupces, wasreduced to’nshé (;)“'5' tf)i o yca;sb - the
carelessness of traders.  Every year numbers of saplin'vs. ms tl‘z . d . 09053 it. is
thereffore, an absolute necessity to exzlude people ?n tl? ;S estroyed. ; t;} ;
requirement of a pass, for which no payment Lag (o by mo Y comms to me
proper. | \ ade, seems to me very
6. Asregards the hill-tribes, the
and it is very desirable, as a mém,ls ufyr:crlZif;?:: Oaf::lme. and B0 a3 they please,
should go to a common market outsid, tho ; clvilizing them, that they

contact with others and obtain a fai 1
a fairer price for their produce, instead of Leing

followed and hunted aboutb

. y low-comtry traders v ta 1

ignorance. As regards the Chetties, they ean follo;th:zrdi]x:z ﬂd?ﬂ“tagfod thc‘::
ary courso to recov

t .
‘Ammr-nonses, and leavo” the police to scrve
Per articlo that these 200 wild men of the

. > a e it s
unfortunate ercatures, ignorant as childeen and foarful o’f holws howdmu(l:h thegg
our laws and jails, nee

protection. There arc no public thoro
hf: i
nowhere but to the forest, and travellq-: 2y o or 1ights of way; th tracts leat

roads and railways are available,
7.‘ I do not see how tho exi;stent
the question. If the tract belongs to y

them. The allegation in tho newspa

e -exi ifaf
; v:r :on existenco of a forest law affects
s le 0 no-t need a law; if it does not, &
e only legalize an injustice,
o ve hs Collector's arrangements.

(Signed) © J. D, SIM.

8. For these reasons I ap ’

12¢4 Marc}iv 1874,

et

NO, ~3 » '
) 7C . Mizute By His Excrirexcy Tne Goven
) 3 NOR.,
II appears ﬁ'om the statement Of m‘
forest tracts in question oceu

* Government Teak forest,”

by 75 sqiafrom}“ablc Collc.:ague,'Mr. Sim, that the
iy rost To miles, ?f which about half only is a

eing a tract in which the Government has
Asr cgards this last-mentioned tract, it

forest, whero they will come into.

do not usually g3 over such bills when -
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" supposed interest of those who_ carry the

- imposed.

_"No. 237D.

A3
TR

- dry season, when the forest is highly infla

Probeédz't_zgs ‘of the Madras’ Go_v'e:’}‘;‘zmézit; Revenue ‘Department,
. 26th May|1874, g .

would seem that to exclude from xt trédersiv.z'i'trh the hill-tribes for half the year 'x'xkii:éAtv"M .

be as illegal as it is unjust, and no considg.;.:‘;ons* of danger to the trees from the
fires which the traders light can (as it ap cars to mo) be held to justify such a

course. ' .

2. As regards the “ Government ‘Trez‘x.-'{ forest,” whether we have a legal right

or not I cannot gay ; but it seems clear that \27(3 can have no moral right to close it for

half the year (for that is what has appa‘ren@_]& been done) against traders, whose habit - -~
it is to seek the indigent hillmen in their ’ {wn haunts and supply them, in return ~

-l ~

for jungle-produce which it is important ¢ “utilize and which could probably be

utilized in no o‘thgr manacr (certainly in o othqr,mam'lgr'nearly so convenient), .
with what is, in fact, the means of subsistence. ~Mr.-Wedderburn writes asif he
- had two objections to opening the traffic during the whole of the year : one the

danger to the trees from fire; the other th “objection what he has to the dealings
of the hillmen with such  monopolists” ‘a¢é these tradersatall.  Formy own part,

so far from objecting to such dealings, I think we should do all in our power to

encourage them. . There can be no- grea&er' xpis:takg_‘thah to force commercial
out of their .natural channcl in the

operations, of whatever kind they may bé,

adopt measures, in the * interest ’ of a cla’*s of persons especially demanding our
caro and protection, which (for ought we }{Ixow) may have the effect of prevent-

ing them from earning a livelihood at all
3. Iam, therefore, in favour of remoyving t

© |, (Signed) ~HOBART. -
* ,

16¢h March 1874.

Mixure BY THE Hox.! J. D. SIM, csr’ |

I mave little to add to what I have gaid in my fomief Minute,

2. As regards the. portion of “thej ‘Anamallay forest: Jeased from tho
Kolangodo Numbidi, a reference to the|lease itself will show that the deed -

conveys “ the sole control, management, jand enjoyment of the forest tracts.”

The only rights reserved are the customary rights of the hillmen to cat jungle- -

wood for their own use (and not for. sald), and the Numbidi’s jenm rights to

§

Ivory, ete., and ¢ stump fees” on. ninc descriptions of timber. Nota word is -
- said of ‘Coimbatore Chetties having any rights whatever. . - I
3. Asregards the general character df the dealings between astute Chetties .

and ignorant wild tribes, I am confident {hat'every officer who knows anything

of them practically will describe them a3 pitiless exaction on thoe one side and

ignorant helpless submission on the 6thn1'r; I beg attention to the roports of
Lieutcnant Michael and Mr. Martin in’ 1859. oL )

4, I may obscrve, however, that the T r
havo to deal with) extends only to entry {wit

after it is withdrawn on account "‘of;’fé\}'er.,
Chetties cntering at other times, and in the

'”' B&*':" v

N vl‘ .

i on; and in this case it is proposed to

he rest:rictioné which have béen .

estriction in force (which is all that we
ithin the reserved tract during the
mablo and the cstablishment that looks
" There is mothing to prevent the ;
| dry scason they can mect the Khaders,.

1
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Proceeding: of the Madras (?i'occrmncnl. Rervcnue I)cparlmw"

21 | :l'
20tk J{oly 1§71,

maaa s O S

T————————

Wbﬂ C M . p e
ore at all times freo to g, wh Yo thoy pleass outside. Considerias th

be e
Fescriction necessary and lawful, I « .{

_=1d certainly maintain it.
4th May 1874, ' !

(Signed)  J. D. SHI

LAV N

No. 237E. Mixere By The How. ;V ROBINSOY, cs.1. !
the Algi‘:‘:;;';svgfrzl l;::fcrlf‘nce\ to t-ho ;Hon. Mr, Sim’s !Iinuics: thathfx:hrlei;d;
well, having'often t:a::,s:is{; po:}lxian ﬁf the tra(:'? under dlSCL}ES.lO!;! l:n:e 1849, |
it in 10 way bolors t an ;n‘\x‘ng ncgo.m.lcd the origina g over it -
18 a3 Iessce} B. O,S 2 Government, ‘The hold which the Government ha$ think
that WL; s?u;u)d :lt cven hat} we acquired all the rights of the jenmi, I do not' et |
or enf. assert t-ho n'::ht to fnrcul;)so tha tract against traders, trﬁf“‘”cr" tho |
orce the exclusive right of trauing with its inhabitants; I think t.hat 'J
?:lelz‘;de?ht would prove g dangerous prample. Every jexmni in Malabsar Woule?
. ‘418 example, and we should: have complications introduced Over t,' t
.provmcc’- and exclusive rights and "privilcr%a“mserted by Jenmis which tueé
mfmimonal custom of the country docs not rcncognize.
mall;'\zs.fls(;eguds t‘hat portion which is in the Coimbatore District——.the A.Bn !
3 0 not think that wo can ;forcatn]l the law now under consideratio™ l
|
§

}

1
8-

and
~exclude the people of the country indiscriminately from great tractd 9

highland ; - .
Jug $ to which they havo had aciess from time immemorial, however co?

vemc;nt on purely forest grounds, * ! ‘

aspect of
Of the po
hills othe

I e t. Yy s . . 1 l
niirely agree with the view taken by His Lordship of the commerci?

¢ good ;

4

;}I;?c":;t:lf;, and do not believe that it is really for the permanéd -
r than ! country {o assert 1 monopsly as respects the @rade of t39
‘e timber trade and what may bo called royalties.
6tk May 1874, | ,
: : ‘Signed W, ROBINSON.
S |
i
!

. - [
Minurg
5T M3 Ey¢ LLE ;
. . ELLEXCY
HivING ro-cons] dered THE GOVERNOE.

tl 1 s . . ]
further Minute, I gee no 4 U3 subject with reference to the Mon. Mr. SIV?

uflict ‘
flicient reqson to alter my opinion. To close these

imate trade: nd
ot!

No. 237F.

vast tracts against g lexit
defgnceless class, though it
think would be 5 desirable

?llz May 1874;

which i3 the culy su t of a poor 3
pport o P

eb:e :X(?t for t%l.ﬂ whole but only for half the year, I cantl

‘cnse of ;nght,‘ even supposing that we possesscd it. 1

| _ i . (Signed) HOBART.
No. 233, * " Ompen - ‘

< T “RDER TUERROY, Q6 ‘ -

] ‘ - ) C}h May 1.844, No. 634. .
I:‘ " ‘? A.: ’ : Al . 1
’ orests, No, 7, j D THE Governor in Council has give?
— — ul} ¢onsideration to the grounds upor {
 supports the rostrictions placed on 1. o which the Collector of Coimbator®

-country into the reserye

‘ d forests on L 'ry of traders and others from the lo¥
-the year. - T i

_"\qamallaysv during the dry months of

. 76 T s Yo O g X g, 3 s e

3
-

SRS T
L7 o
e LA
. . * b
. 'An‘
.
. .

N .'.""“- ’

\

L
o g S s praven, e " A Aoy,
. . : ,
. . ,

|
t
i

S SN VSO SrY
o n

i Rt g Ml e e 3, M, EEVEE SR
S e niag ———g

S

.
ey g ~r
.

- "
-
e e

g
. -

«

. them on,

VORISR Y -
S intie ol ates

TR

=

\
e

~

i
’

CALEE L wEaa
T

~ A%

TR e
AL

Sk o

NN
el

S

Pl

T

oy

Nl

Ty,

R

-~

2 'W?ww"#‘ -y

PRSI Sy o ppm AW

B T o P2 AT g PP

3
{ ﬁ&, ‘e

? ot

ok ~
Madras Government, Revznue Department,

‘

. td "
Proceedings of the :
) 26th May 1874."

- 2. s Excellency in Council fullyi"g’cognizés that the action' taken was
prompted by a desire to secure the interests of Government by protecting these
:.aluable forests from the destructive fires which were once so frequent, but con-
siders that any interference with long cxisting rights of way is undesirable on
grounds of public policy, and desircs that arrangements may be made for the early -

~removal of the restrictions that have beenimposed. .

3. It is observed that Mr. Wedderlurn holds that these measures are not-
without advantage to the wild hill-men, to vhose dcalings with the traders he appa--
rently takes objection. So far, however, fron sharing in these views, His Exccllency -
the Governct in Council . would do much to encourage such dealings, as he
believes it to he a mistake to attempt to fcrce commercial operations of whatever
kind out of their natural channel in thesupposed interests of those who carry

éSigned) C. G. MASTER,
: Acting Secretary to Gorernment.
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. ] Mivore sy Toe How. W. ROBINSON, c.s.. _ 3
. . . . , 1 Tms correspondence discloses a questionable con.dition of things. ;1.!:1?"7
LR Sl E T < KA ' this country well, and have been over every part of it, and first rented it for
FI0F R 2 =t R Government in 1849, ‘ T ¢ tract
S REE Lo s o .8 . . 2. Thbe so-called reserved forest is as I understand the matter, a grea 1r§c
\::‘ | Ci o = -y = \ of hill table-land, within the Malabar District, and'the property of a Mala atr
: : L ~ -‘ ;. 3, E Jenmi, from whom the right to fell certain timber is rented by the Gov:rzie!;;
TEY 1 : o w2 i 2 The public have full right of access, and I conceive that the (.}overnrlxllen s o
et o = = ST ‘ more right to require dealers or travellers to take out a license there
£3iE 5= : R the Nilgiri Hills. SR e ieen Jiving o villages
LE3T - 5 r PoE = - 3. The tract is peopled by numerous tribes of hlllmen.hﬂng m 3 o
B “ ' o> L G ! (Paddis), and is traversed by rights of way leading to these villages and into the
:’3 T ‘ . - T kf:f . ‘Cochin l;i]ls and country be;j;ond | ' | ar
<‘»‘ "2\ S T : ;5 /,/"f‘f.i_’ ,} . 4. This unenclosed and inhabited fract cannot, .I conceive blef :Zuegr:;
) : Ta3 ; g .: ot = : “ enclosed forest” to which, even were therea law in that~beha , the
S L= ‘ M ' Rules could be made applicable in the exclusive manner pr?posed. 1 1.
T oo , - : - o el f 5. It may perhaps be compefent to the Forest Establmhx?.en? fo e:nc ose weh .
e e T e T T e T T e T : . defined portions of the tract, as sholahs are reserved on the Nilgiris, if thorough-
»

< vl . : ected.
fares, etc., are properly provided for, and the rights of the .mhablt?nts ﬁ)‘rc;:et(;::re
But the exclusion of the public—savo under a system of license ?r waic
s 00 law—must, I think, be forbidden.

&th March 1874, \ - (Signed) W.ROBINSON,
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Mmvute By the How! J. D. SIM; cs.

I HAVE again gone‘ over these papers, and must say that the Collector’s report
is, to my apprehension, perfectly satisfactory in every respect.

2. The area of the Anamallays is 380 square miles; the portion re;erved .

as an imperial forest is 75 square miles, of which 40 are the old Government

Teak forest, and 35 the tract leased from the Numbidi. _

3, The hill-tribes number 204 souls, of whom 108 are in the reserved por:
tion. I submit, therefore, that this tract cannot be designated either vast or
inhabited. . .

4. 'The tract has been, to all intents and purposes, a'close forest for twenty-

five years. I cannot agree with my Honourable Colleague that as regards the

leased tract we leased no more than the right to fell certain timber ; 1f t’his be the
tract, rent out the pasturage,

case, thén the lessor can permit cultivation within the
and so forth; but these rights he has never eve
oxistence would be fatal to forestry. The resto
generally is the property of the State.

" 5. The restriction on free ‘entry in
necessary for the preservation of the forest from fire. i
careless about the fires they make at their camping places, and for half the year
the forest is as inflammable as a hay-stacks We are yearly put to considerable
expense in clearing spaces round our stacks of wood, and only a few years ago a
pile of timber, worth a lakh of rupees, was reduced to ashes by a fire caused by the
carolessnoss of traders, Every year numbers of saplings are thus destroyed. It is,
therefore, an absolute necessity to exclude people in the dry season, and the
requirement of & pass, for which no payment has to be made, seems to me very
proper. ‘ '

6. Asregards the hill-tribes,
and it is very desirable, as a'means of rec
should go to a common market outside the
contact with others and obtain a fairer price
followed and hunted about by low-country traders w
ignorance. As regardsthe Chetties, they can follow the ordinary course o recover
their debts; they have only to take out summonses, and leave the police to serve

them. The allegation in the newspaper article that these 200 wild men of the
woods owe them Rs. 5,000 is doubtless false; but if true, it shows how much these
nd fearful of our laws and jails, need

ghfares or rights of way; the tracts lead

to the reserved tract is absolutely
Travellers are notoriously

they are free to come and go-as they please,
laiming and civilizing them, that they
forest, where they will come into
for their produce, instead of being

protection. There are no public thorou
nowhero but to the forest, and traveller
roads and railways are available.

7. 1do not see how the existen
the question. If tho tract belongs to us,
law cannot justly make it ours; it can only legalizo an injustice.

8. For these reasons I approve the Collector’s arrangements.

12th March 1874. (Signed) J. D. SIM,

we do not need a law; if it does not, a

n claimed, and their exercise or °
f tho tract like the Anamallays "

ho take advantage of their .’

s do not usually go over such hills when

¢e or non-existence of a forest law affects
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MivuTe By His ExXCELLENCY TBE GOVERNOE.

; ’ . ., = . : ol 3
bé as illegal as it is unjust, and no considerations of danger to t

course.

Jl or not I cannot say ; but it seems clear that We can
half the year (for that is what has apparently been done

" for jungle-produce which it is important to u
utilized in no other manner (certainly in no oth

encourage them. There can be no greater mistake tha
operations, of whatever kind they may be, out of their natural
supposed interest of those who carry them on ; and in
adopt measures, in the ¢ interest * of a class of persofxs especial

1 ing them from earning a livelihood at all.
| 2 3. I am, therefore, in favour-of removing

' : imposed.
. 16th March 1874, o R (s@ed); HOBART

L. e ey e —— et T T
- i LR -

REVENUE DEPARTMENT. -

fires which the traders light can (as it appears to me) be held to justify such a

- 2. As regards the “ Government Teak forest,” whether we havea legal right
have no moral right to close it for

) against traders, whose habit
it is to seek the indigent hillmen in their own haunts and supply them, in return
tilize and which could probably be
er manner nearly so convenient),

with what is, in fact, the means of subsistence. Mr. Wedderburn writes as if he
hal two objections to opening the traffic during the whole of the year: one the
danger to the trees from fire ; the other the objection what he bas to the dealings
of the hillmen with such “ monopolists” 'as these tradersatall. Formy own part,

so far from objecting to such dealings, I think wo should do all in our power to
n to force commercial

channel in the
this case it is proposed to.

care and protection, which (for ought we know) may have. the effect of prevent-

™

i It appears from the statement of my Honourable Colleague, Mr. Sim, that the
forest tracts in question occupy 75 square miles, of which ‘about half only isa

« Government Teak forest,” the rest being a tract in which the Government has

obtained by lease theright to cut timber. As regards this last-mentioned tract, it

would seem that to exclude from it traders with the hill-tribes for half the year must
he trees from the

ly demanding our,

the restrictions which have been -
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. Mm'm“E sy e Hox..J. D. SIM, <':.‘51

1 mave little to add to what I have said in my former Minute.
2. As regards the portion of the Anzmallay forest leased’ from the
Kolangode Numbidi, a reference to the lease itself will show that'the deed

conveys “ the sole’ control, management, and enjoyment of the forest tracts.” .
The only rights reserved are the customary rights of the hillmen to cut jungle- .

wood for their own use (and not for sale), and the Numbidi’s jenm rights to

TIvory, etc., and % stump fees” on nine descriptions of timber. Not a word is
said of Cmmbatore Chetties having any rights whatever. '

3. As regards the general character of the dealings between astute Chettxes

and ignorant wild tribes, I am confident that every officer who knows anything . .
_ of. them practically will describe them as pitiless exaction on the one side and

ignorant helpless submission on the other. . I beg a.ttention to the'reports of
Lieutenant Mlchael and Mr, Martin in 1859.

4. 1 may observe, however, that the restriction in force (whxch is all that we

have to deal with) extends only to entry within the reserved tract during the-

dry season, when the forest is highly inflammable and the establishment that looks

after it is withdrawn on account of fever. There is nothing to prevent the - .

Chetties entering at other times, and in the dry season they can meet the Khaders,

who are ab all times free to go where they please outside. +Considering the '

restriction necessary and lawful, I would certainly maintain 1t

4th May 1874, S (Signed) J. D, SIM.
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Mxure pr HE Hox W. ROBINSON, csx.
I susyiT, with reference to the Hon. Mr. Sim’s M,iﬂx"mtes,uthat as regards
the Agamallys (Malabar hills), portion of the tract under_}iiscussion, which I know
well, having often traversed it and having negotiated the original lease in 1849,

it in no way belongs to Government. The hold which the Government has overit
is as lessee. But even had we acquired all the rights of the jenmi, I do not think

or enforce the exclusive right of trading with its inhabitants; I think that the
precedent would prove a dangeroué example. Every jewmi in Malabar would
follow this example, and we should have 'complica.tions‘ introduced over the
province, and exclusive rights and "'privileges asserted by jenmis which the
immemorial custom of the country does not recognize. : ) o

9, Asregards that portion which is in the Coimbatore District—the Ana-
mallays—I do not think that we can forestall the law now under consideration,
and exclude the people of the éount_ry indiscriminately from great tracts of
highlands to which they have had access from time immemorial, however con-

venient on purely forest grounds.

'

3. I entirely agree with the view taken by His Lordship of the commercigl '
aspect of the matter, and do not believe that it ig really for the permanent good .
of the people of the country to assert a monopoly as respects the trade of those

hills other than the timber trade and what may be called royalties.
6lh May 1874~ . Signed - W.ROBINSON.

“ REVENUE DEPARTMENT. .

that we should assert the right to foreclose the tract against traders, travellers, etc., -

NP

2 -
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subject with reference t
nt reason to alter my opinion,
trade which is the only support
t for the whole but only for half ¢}
ise'of right, even supposing that

Mmure By His Excerrescy op Go

Havivg ro-considered this
further Minute, I see no sufficie
vast tracts against a legitimate
defenceless class, though it be no
think would be a desirable exerc

Ttk May 1874, "

0 the Hon, My, Sim’s
To close these
of a poor and
€ ¥ear, I canpgt
W possesseq i, °

(Signed) H.OBAB.'R
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