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in fact, they and,Government are, as it Wi Q, co-proprietors of the forests, no one
else having any business whatever ther¢in.” He further states: ‘It has lately
come to my knowledge that to about 130 Kaders there are 15 or 20 dealers;
each man seems to have his particular bateh of Kaders, and regards them as his own
property, doing is best to convince them that they are 80.”

19. The sum of the matter is that the complaint under report is the
merchants’ and not the Kaders’ COmpla.int;;t_hat the means of recovering the alleged
debt due by the Kaders are to be sought by ecivil process, and not by unrestricted
entry into the forest; that the sole object of the complaint is to continue what
must be a profitable monopoly of the prqd@qe;«; that the real interest of the Kader is
to take his produce, undeterred by the ereditor-chetty, into open market ; that the
allegation of advance of Rs. 5,000 is a fiction, for what could the Kaders do with
money in the forest; that the prevalent system of dealing was oue of truck or
barter, the Kaders getting the worst of the bargain, as all weaker or more ignorant
persons experience ; and that the Deputy®Conscrvator should be allowed fo exer-

cise Lis discretion as to D'asses. get

No. 237A. Mivore 5 THE HoN. W_-FﬁOBINSON, C.8.L
Tais correspondence discloses a questionable condition of things. Iknow
this country well, and have been over every part of if, and first rented it for

Government in 1849, S & _
2. The so-called reserved forest is as I understand the matter, a great tract

jenmi, from whom the right to fell certain timber is rented by the Government,
The public have full right of access, and I onceive that the Governmert has no
more right to require dealers or travellers to take out a license there than on
the Nilgiri Hills. i ¥ '

3. The tract is peopled by numerous tribes of hillmen living in villages
(Paddis), and is traversed by rights of way leading to these villages and into the
Cochin hills and country beyond. Pt iyt e S

4. This unenclosed and inhabited t:aet cannot, I conceive be called an
« onclosed farest” to which, even were there a law in that behalf, the forest
Rales could be made applicable in the exclusive manner proposed. |

5. It may perhaps bo competent to the Forest Establishment to enclose well-
defined portions of the tract, as sholahs are rescrved on the Nilgiris, if thorough-
fares, etc., are properly provided for, and the rights of the inhabitants protected.

is no law—must, I think, be forbidden.
No. 287B. Mivure By THE Hox. J. D

I mavE again gone over these papers, and mu
h;_,ﬁ‘ﬁj&ppﬂhmion,{perfecﬂy satis

& The area of the Anam'alla‘_y‘a‘._\ 3
88 an imperial forest is 75 square miles,
Tealk forest, and 35 the tract leased from

. (Signed) W.ROBINSON.
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. 3. The hill-tribes number 204 oo
fzon. . I submit, therefore, that this tr
inhabited.
3 4. The tract has been, to all in enfs and purposes, a close forest for twenty-
lve years. 1 cannot agree with my '%@bomble Colleague that as regards the
eased tract we leased no more thanrth"gl i'ight to fell certain timber ; if this be the
case, then the lessor can permit cultiva
unfl &0 forth; but these rights he has
existence would be fatal to foreshyglib rest of the tract like the Anamallays
generally is the property of the Shi‘g.’*’f*m

5, The restriction on free entry into the reserved tract is absolutely
necessary for the preservation of the forest fror fire. Trav iousl
the forest from fire, ellers are notoriously
careless ab?u& tlfe fires they m&eﬂ*ﬁ@‘mpmg places, and for half the year
the fore?t is as {uﬂammable as ah&y tgek. We are yearly put to considerable
expense in clearing spaces round our sticks of wood, and ouly a few years ago 8
pile of timber, worth a lakh of rupees, was reduced to ashes by a fire caused by the
carelessness of traders. Every year numbers of saplings are thus destroyed. It is,
therefore, an absolute necessity to exslude paoplb in the dry season, and the
A , - 1

requirement of a pass, for which no Paim‘ent 10510 bl mhido. “aocens Vo b -EFY
proper. ;

6. As regards the hill-tribes, ’4‘“ free to come and go as they please,
and it is very dosirablo, as & moans of reoluiming and civilizing them, fhat they
stigwid go to a common market o sids tho forest, where tlm8 will ’come into
contact with others and obtain a fairer price for their pmdnceyimtead Fiie
followed and bunted about byvlow-efﬁ_n_)ﬁty traders who take l:lmntage of their

ign;oranco. As regards the Chetﬁé‘a_,}t‘?!é%y‘j@n follow the ordinary course to recover
eir debts; they hflve ?nly to t.ako %?"!Qmmonsea, and leave' the police to serve

them. The allegation in the newspapsr articl that these 200 we o

woods owe them Rs. 5,000 is donbtl"éﬁ_i;{!‘ daes ; ese 200 wild men o

bu :
unfortanate creatures, ignorant as Oﬁi@n 3 but if true, it shows how u.ul.oh these
protection. There are no public thoroyghs %

‘ ::':Q; Ares or rights of way: the trac
nowhere but to the forest, and travellers o ;
roads and railways are av;ilablo. B 7 do ek Baially 83 over such hills when

of whom 108 are in the reserved por-
cannot be designated either vast oOF

3t

7. Idonot see how the existence or non s oF s Tt

the question. If the tract belongs to us. we d )
law cannot justly make it ours; ltm? i; | lzst?i;en::di; lav.v; if it does not, &
8. For these reasons I 'PP"“QQE‘Q@HQ“O,Q e gJe mei L’

12th March 1874. pib :
' (Signed)  J, D. SIM,

No. 237C.
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would seem that to exelude from it trad&ﬁgv»[i@ the hill-tribes for half the year must
be as illegal as it is unjust, and no oon'?‘.,om of danger to the trees from the
fires which the traders light can (as it ap sears to me) be held to justify such a
course. ‘* & .

2. As regards the ¢ Government Teak forest,” whether we have a legal right
or not I cannot say ; but it seems clear that yve can have no moral right to close it for

half the year (for that is what has app_arenglj{ﬁéén done) against traders, whose habit

it is to seek the indigent hillmen in their gwa haunts and supply them, in return
for jungle-produce which it is important to utilize and which could proba.b_ly be
utilized in no other manner (certainly in 40 other manner neatly so convem.ent),
with what is, in fact, the means of subsistepce. Mr. Wedderburn writes as if he
had two objections to opening the traffic during the whole of the year : one the
danger to the trees from fire ; the other the objection what he has to the dealings
of the hillmen with such “ monopolists” a¢ these traders at all. I:‘or my own part,
«o far from objecting to such dealings, I think we should do all in our power ‘t(;
encourage them. There can be no grea gi‘"._‘ia}yisvtake fhan to force comt{mrc;a
operations, of whatever kind they may b ‘,L,‘\ogt“of t.heu' ;naturaI‘ c}mnnel in dt t;e
supposed interest of those who carry them ﬁn;andm this case it is proposed to

adopt measures, in the ¢ interest ” of a cle 35 of persons especially demanding ou;r
care and protection, which (for onght we kiow) may have the effect of i S
ing them from earning a livelihood at all 3 :

3. Iam, therefore, in favour of remoivin, the restrictions which have been

HOBART.
16¢h March 1874.

No. 237D. Mixure BY 'rm;mm D

Rk £
I mave little to add to what T have said in my former Minute. ,
2. As regards the portion of the| Anamallay forest leased from the
Kolangode Numbidi, a reference to thg !ma itself will show that the dee:l,
conveys “ the sole control, management, u'id enjoyment ?f the forest tractl.
The only rights reserved are the custor ﬁghta of the hillmen to cut jungle-
wood for their own use (and not fo ), and the Numbidi’s jenm rights to
Ivory, etec., and ¢ stump fees” on nine descriptions of timber. Not a word is
said of Coimbatore Chetties having any rights whatever. :
3. As regards the general character off the dealings between astute Chettics
and ignorant wild tribes, I am confident # ‘twery officer who knows a‘x.lythmg
of them practically will describe them {tﬁless exaction on the one sidg and
ignorant helpless submission on thq;ﬁ” beg attention to the reports of
Lieutenant Michael and Mr. Martin in L ;
4. I may observe, however, that b
have to deal with) extends only \_tgggn}mt;'ﬁ
dry season, when the forest is highly fnﬂ :
after it is withdrawn on accot,;‘n&_j{,égﬂr( re

Chetties entering at other times, ﬂﬂdvi‘}; A

iiﬁn f; force (which xsgll that we
hin the reserved tmb&urmg the
o and the establishment that looks

There is nothing to prevent the
jon they can meet the Khaders,

IR by B
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2. His Excellency in Council fully ecognizes that the action taken was
prompied by a desire to secure the interests of Government by protecting these

~.aluable forests from the destructive fires which were once so frequent but con-
siders that any interference with long emtmg rights of way is undesirable on
grounds of public policy, and desires that arrangoments may be made for the early

removal of the restrictions that have been imposed.
3. It is observed that Mr. Wedderlurn holds that these measures are not

without advantage to the wild hill-men, to fhose dealings with the traders he appa-

rently takes ob_]echon. So far, however, from sharing in these views, His Excellency
the Governct in Council would do mu¢h to encourage such dealings, as he
believes it to be a mistake to attempt to firee eommercial operations of whatever
~kind out of their natural channel in thest pposed interests of those who earry

them on,

‘~|
o

gned) C. G, MASTER,
Acting Secretary to Government.

e

o
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Exd. F. R, Bantleman.
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1 BAVE again gone over these papers, and must say that the Collector’s report
is, to my apprehension, perfectly satisfactory in every respect.

9. The area of the Anamallays is 380 square miles; the portion reserved
as an imperial forest is 75 square miles, of which 40 are the old Government
Teak forest, and 35 the tract leased from the Numbidi.

3. The hill-tribes number 204 souls, of whom 108 are in the reserved por-
tion. I submit, therefore, that this tract cannot be designated either vast or
inhabited. :

4. The tract has been, to all intents and purposes, a close forest for twenty-
five years. I cannot agree with my Honourable Colleague that as regards the
leased tract we leased no more than the right to fell certain timber ; if this be the
case, then the lessor can permit cultivation within the tract, rent out the pasturage,
and so forth; but these rights he has never even claimed, and their exercise or
existence would be fatal to forestry. The rest of the tract like the Anamallays

generally is the property of the State.

5. The restriction on free entry into
necessary for the preservation of the forest from fire.
careless about the fires they make at their camping places, and for half the year
the forest is as inflammable as a hay-stack: We are yearly put to considerable
expense in clearing spaces round our stacks of wood, and only a few years ago a
pile of timber, worth a lakh of rupees, was reduced to ashes by a ﬁr9 caused by the
carolessness of traders, Every year numbers of saplings are thus destroyed. It is,
therefore, an absolute necessity to exclude people in the dry season, and the
requirement of & pass, for which no payment has to be made, seems to me very
proper.

6. As regards the hill-tribes, they are free to come and go as they please,

and it is very desirable, as a means of reclaiming and civilizing them, that they

should go to a common market outside the forest, where they will come into

contact with others and obtain a fairer price for their produce, instead of being
followed and hunted about by low-country traders who take advantage of their
ignorance. As regards the Chetties, they can follow the ordinary course to recover
their debts; they have only to take out summonses, and leave the police to serve
themn. The allegation in the newspaper article that these 200 wild men of the
woods owe them Rs. 5,000 is doubtless false ; but if true, it shows how much these

unfortunate creatures, ignorant as children and fearful of our laws and jails, need

protection. There are no public thoroughfares or rights of way; the tracts lead
ly go over such hills when

nowhere but to the forest, and travellers do not usual

roads and railways are available.
7. 1do not see how the existence or non-existence of a forest law affects

the question. If the tract belongs to us, we do not need a law; if it does not, 2
law cannot justly make it ours; it can only legalize an injustice.
8. For these reasons I approve the Collector’s arrangements.

12th March 1874. (Signed)  J. D. SIM.,

the reserved tract is absolutely
Travellers are notoriously
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