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“of the Madras Gdueﬁnmmt, Revenue Dcp
~ 15th Jonuary 1874 TN

noney received from its
ad over which it is not dangerous to travel. If my language scems exaggerated, _
Assistant Collector, who has been here for more than two yenrs, b
 the journey of sixty miles to Madura without an aceident to oné o
¢ ordinary travellers in carts take four days to do the distance, "h s
are doubled, because carts can ouly carry half their freight.
it only the decay of exiating works and the neglect of roads that ‘render
n active engineer absolutely essential to the welfare of this estate. 3
 corner of the country has never yet been reached by the wave of Pr
a8 wholly altered the face of India within the last half century,
‘ ‘Madura and Tinnevelly have been opened up by roads, ti i
o of infinite wealth to the valleys which they irrigate ; an th
duce into every market of Southern India. They bave
1 it all more profitably than beforo. The sea-
few yoars from a group of hovels scattered ¢
excellent roads and » busy trade that h

e 0l i ot

: 15. % *. 0O i but the ryots have twice the cost of carriage to pay, and toil

: pﬁm ly to the distant mart of Tuticorin, or wait until sharp brokers come to offer thew half the

current rate for their produce. A | s
"16. So, too, the coast is barriered from the outer world by its deep sand dunes ; the port of

Kilaia&ai has lost a large portion of its trade, which has passed to its successful rival, Tuticorin ;

the fie houses and stores, which a former generation of merchants built, now etand empty and

are crumbling into*ruins ; and all because the trade of the surrounding districts is positively

driven away to distant markets with which roads communicate, and from which sand hills do not

repel. : ; o

pe 17. If the Paumben channel becomes a reality, the harbour of Paumben might b‘ecomo. the

busiest ; for it would be the most convenient of all harbours in Southern India, and might -m

the whole of the passengor and much of the goods traffic with Colombo and other ports. Itis now

practically inaccessible from the land-side, and Madura produce destined for Ceylon instead

coming sixty miles to Paumben gocs 150 to Tuticorin. I need not multiply instances of the W“&‘

lation of this forlorn country. :

1L~ fakk e - - T TR ey I S YA S i ""V"..w
18. The crowds of pilgrims that flock to the holiest shirine of Dravida are probably ® P“

by their faith through all trials and perils of the way, but are they not entitled to the. ﬂil;é'
assistance from the public rovenues that passable highways supply ! A word sbout irf
works, and I have done. LRI I ’

19. Tt is true that this is a barren and dry land where no water is, or rather only eal 'ﬁW :
But that is an additional reason why we should use every effort to bring hither all tho water tha ¥
ye can, and to scouro-ali-the water that we get. o L

20. The Gundar is & stream of considerable supply, anc it would feed many tanks wi
vuter that even now in these driest mouths I have seeo renning senwards. A ohaml
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Exrracr from a Letter from J. Anmn. aq., Acting Special Assistant Dollec
(oW, s, B, Ackng Colson of Madars dted Ramnad
1878, NE A8 i » b s ‘_:;".'f.?’; e

8. ¢ o Asl feel it is simp ; impossible to
works of this estate, T am, in duty bound 1d, to lay the fact
68 strongly as I can to apply for an th _;,. ;

4, 1 told you in a recent letter that the engineerd

existing chaos of decayed and crumbling banks and silted up channels before the
termination of the young Zemindar’s minority, at least so much must be spent i
annually for as long a period, say, eight or ten years, as we need now trouble to S
concern ourselves with. As the Board of Revenue have already aptly observed,
“ bis dat qui cito dat to a neglect-stricken country and impoverished tenantry,”
and, if it lay with me to make recommendatior.s for the improvement of the Ram-
nad Zemindari in future years, I should propose, as I have done already, that
much larger sums should be annually expended in the repair and improvement of
revenue-yielding works. I imagine it will be found that labour can be obtained,
searce though it certainly is, sufficient for the expenditure in this way of about a

every sort of comtrucﬁon)il@f'_ er
I have only to repeat these facts and to

Raoberts understates it by mmﬁum v
deluge had only dried up yesterday ; in

terize such a transaction
tardy may bo offercd oW Th
people that Government took som!
if the:trees have grown, the _
 was once & road, but has long ceased

A ;
. | 4 lakh of rupees a-year; and this should, I think, be the standard aimed at. ? i : 2t
.- - o o : & spring veh cle can drive at all, nor 8 cOmH !
FE 7. Assuming, however, that Rupees 50,000 per annum 18 the 'utmost tha.t can / mtiux;c 6fgv'rh§§i{‘tha_iluidei will f:odﬂn Ids, or the bunds keep wat
L i be spared for re-productive expenditure, the chuttrums and public bwldinslmuﬁtm;ﬁ:, uch  distri e
o 2!11; R S 75 I haye no doubt that the present agency, stoff T have enumerated. 2 1 b ] BT SN
- T e B S peoa s X LR . X o gi practical results. 1 her
i 5 e A skar il B san' " " 15 which is shown in the margin, is.quite 5, o give the prachioal FeSWEE: . o e e estat
& pees 20 each .. ... 2 542 . . _even che limits of the est
i ;%llowlfnce,atﬁ Rupees euch?c 18 inadequate to ensure that it is profit- supernlot norheardofhxmv;ﬁEEirhW AT
A wo Lagars on  ,, 6each .. .. 12 ably laid out. The circumstances are 'Ohm!:ow.‘m.wﬂfﬁ!ﬁ MM“%"“‘* 4
2-:'4 Total monthly... 152 altogether peculiar. Many works are 4 1y ytiales ﬁ‘ © g larg
b so injured and ruined by long neglect ot » soul to lo
‘. t a;{ they ha?e almost to be re-constructed ; and I do not believe that an Overseer aiust the |
‘ :};‘ “ll)_ees 90 per mensem is competent to prepare the necessary estimates, or that ARy, BEV,
; o e solitary Supervisor, who is now in charge of an area of 3,900 square miles, g
and an anm.xal expenditure on roads of not much less than Rupees 80,000 or 90,000, ) ek A L
oan spaxe time to supply his unavoidable deficiency in professional knowledge. L . & young active Englishma et samna o ,
3 » 8 I would propuse therefore, and I .do so with tho full oonvivticer—that S ‘ | g : 7& I quite undéﬂhn&thut.it_u ’.j‘-. F"l:; L
- nothing less will, in the end, be of any good, that the following establishment be to realize the condition of Ramnad. Ifntill came here ] Beﬂ
placed at the Collector’s disposal for the execution of agricultural repairs in’ the the remotest wilds of the Ce(_ied Distriets. Kﬂonlyaﬂhe country in £
e Zemindari of Ramnad :— depict India fifty years ago in the utter Mt}m of msle-tm bu biﬂ
i g R e wod tenfold by the utter pegleet of all frrigation works, tauks, and channe
LA : : 8. Men look back to the palmy days when the anicuts were built which b
‘3’ 1 Supervisor and hi «;:0 t6 ruin ; channels, many miles long, are breached and choked from end to e
f] £ . Ovp;mcer:r :?R i8 estgghshment A PG AR L i restoration, which we hu"““una“w wmta mmplyﬁom-gmitmhmo ’
“w L Travc“: “upf'ea '. oo Pt M S N T i 0. Nor i Govemmentw}m“’ gﬂﬂﬁm insthm mm’ a‘{ﬁ;m’;'w ngest
61 | Lravelling & owance, at Rupecs 30 ... e v For eight years bave the State MMMWMM ad I :: utrts.
s 4 Maistrics, ot Rupees 20 ... oo oo onr wer wee e a8 50 P 4 & . eacs (fasli 1276 to 1281) for which aceo
e Travelling allo ¢ Rupees 5 20 butions a5 road-cess BMOURLINE, during the siX g e ..,;7'aMr-_fﬁ.~' are
1§ l‘ E 2 Overseers’ sv 'tewancei{a “};?;s ; B Gt o 24 N ready, fo Rupees 1,67,705, and if T eaid that 5. ‘ahmmgm P"ﬁ“w et g el
e 2 Lascars tRn TB,:t PR et S L A % tho country which contributed it, T should but hulemssmﬁmfm it
8 3 ars, at Rupees oy kv i o I TARE R S GOUS that T have 1o means of knowing how much was wﬁ prdhgadto hnwmapeﬁt, :
Total... 616 o ask you to correct mo from accounts in your Oﬁ” °fmh rbmﬁl;lﬂlﬂﬂnﬁét
ok from the estate more than oné and-a-half lakhs during six years on account of public works,
Per Annum... 7,892 . ; Lo »Mtoahow" e
3 tho cslate has not a public wor any.AeTk 80 €80T
| ¥8 S 9

nditure, and would not be too
and

scabs

9. This would be 14:784 per cent. on the expe
much to pay for effective superintendence, considering the immense ared
inconvenient shape of the country over which works in progress would be

tercd.

Exciosves No, 1.—Extract from Proceedings of the Local Fund Boards. S e
o o |
b."‘ 3 : . .
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et

he Local Fund Board has amore conscientiods idea of its duty to give value for the
from its contributorics, and bas already begun to spenda certain amount of money
 on a ; 8o that we may positively expect within two years to be connected with Madura by
. arod worwlﬁchn is not dangerous to travel. If my language seems exaggerated, lebme inform
8 g M Sir, ﬂnt the Head Assistant Collector, who has been here for more than two years, t,_’"' ml
 that he never made the journey of sixty miles to Madura without an accident to one of his
% :vﬂmh',mdthat the ordinary travellers in carts take four days to do the distance, while '_b'
: exmm of transport are doubled, because carts can only carry half their freight. ;
11. Nor is it only the decay of existing works and the negleet of roads that render th
services of an active engineer absolutely essential to the welfare of this estate. ‘
- 12. This remote corner of the country has never yet been reached by the wave of progress
and improvement that has wholly altered the face of India within the last half century, Thus the

 neighbouring districts of Madura and Tinnevelly have been opened up by roads, their rivers hl.“
alleys which they irrigate ; and the railway will

~ been made  source of infinite wealth to the ¢

- soon bring their produce‘i‘nto every market of Southern India. They have been enabled to prodﬂ?_‘
- more than before, and to sell it all more profitably than before. The sea-port town of Tuticorin
~ basbeen developed in the last few years from a group of hovels scattered along the banks of  salt

~ swamp into a regular town with excellont roads and a busy trade that has swallowed up & crowd
- of petty trading villages that used to lino this coast, ‘
~ 13. I need not point to wealth

I ——

¥ Tanjore and busy Negapatam ; the contrast is too glaring;
bnt I may be content with saying that if the sand.-hills and salt swamps of Tinnevelly can be turned
i ‘mﬁ“;mt’f“ of commerce, the same gites in Ramnad can be covered by similar ercotions.. Money
- and industry are the only requisites ; and 1 ask nothing more to-day than that the country’s own
money, its road-cess, shall be allowed to employ its own labour in developing its own resources.
A 14, While other districts have advanced to wealth, Ramnad has stagnated in poverty
. twdnota little might have been done in the past if the lakh and-a-half of rupees that the
. couny -miﬂr-_s;;gﬂ'wg had been spent within its limits, instead of bcini«Tmlllﬂlﬁa,_Bﬁ;ﬁg‘
ot o e g Feuts are ow, bt ryfs havo twice o cot o carrings o pay, and tol
painfully to the Mﬁ mart of Tuticorin, or wait until sharp brokers come tooﬁrtllw ” ;
‘current rato for their produce. ' ; i i e A
- 16, 8o, too, the coast is Barriered from the outer world by its deep sand dunes; the port ’f
Kilokarai has lost a large portion of its trade, which has passed to its successful rival, Tﬂfﬂ’"“ 4 z
the fine houses and stores, which a former generation of merchants built, now stand empty and é
are crumblipg into ruins ; and all because the trade of the surrounding districts is positively 'l

driven away to distant markets with which roads communicate, and from which sand hills do not
repel.

17. 1f the Paumbon channel becomes a reality, the barbour of Paumben might become #ha *'
busiest ; for it would be the most convenient of all harbours in Southern India, and might ’“m‘ I
the whole of the passenger and much of the goods trafic with Colombo and other ports. 1618 BO¥ |
practically inaccossible from thd land-side, and Madura produce destined for Ceylon instead o l
_coming sixty miles to Paumben goes 150 to Tuticorin. 1 need not multiply instances of the insd-
lation of thix forlorn eountry, - AR 1A

18 “The crowds of pilgrims that flock to the holiest shrine of Dravida are probably sustained
by their faith throngb all trials and periles of the way, but are they not entitled to the .li‘gh_t
assista fmﬂ the public revenucs that passable highways supply 1 A word about lﬂ"l“m
works, an@ I have done, b Ll A R Dy
19. 1t s trie that this is a barren and dry land where no water is, or rathor only salt water-

‘But that is an additional réason by we should use every effort to bring: hither all the water tbat
.wecan. andhﬂmomthcnhr‘thtwog». Aign o RS
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t ought to be able to do a good deal
n of expenditure, so largo an outlay for establisk
r mm, viz., Rupees 7,392 per annum, is 31 ce
of the salaries of the Supervisor and his establishment,
o salaries proposed for tho other servants are gross or
Overseers would probably have to be sought from the
‘and it.would be necessary to pay the contributions of

e

consider that anea 450 per mensem ought to suffice fﬂ?

r irrigation works, most of which will be of a simple kind; and

to sanction ﬁm sum. The Collector will consider and
%blo scale, and will state where the men are to be got

ot ('I‘m Copies and Extract.)
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