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o Read the foll‘o'.\mg

¢-

No. 183, Proceedmo’s of “the Board 0{ Revenue, dated 2nd May - 1874,

Ne. 10?

Tead the follov*m" lottcr from tho Hon, D A[’BUTH’\IOTI‘ Collector of Tan-
© jore, to J. " GROSE, Esq, Sccrof iry to t‘m Board of Revenue dated
Vallam, 10th March 1874 No. 53 E%“

CIx contmuatum of my Jettor of the llth ulhmo, No. 3‘) 1 have the honour to .
report @ another-case of stamp fraud which has been since dxscovared SN

9. In this case, 2 (xumastah of the stt“wt Munsif’s Court at Tranquebar
has gone on abstracting adhesive stamps af *:xched to papcrs put in by parties for
copics of judgment and decrees, supplym,,, their places with cancelled stamps
taken from the old records. The value of “the stamps, howevcr, thus made away

with is stated to be only Rupces 3+, - - |
3. A complaint was laid by the Hoc%d Guulgstah of the Court beforc tho

~ Acting Head Assistant Mamstrate, but the cgﬂlnder has abscondcd and cannot be

found
4. From the District Munsif’s Iettor 'co ‘\Ir Weld it appears that smmps put in-

i)y parties for copics of dceroes, etc,, rcm{amed in the hauds of the Gumastal *

uncancelled until the copies wero given totlie partu,s and thus an opportunity was

afforded for the stamps being tampered Wltht'n tho ‘manner- above described. The
sttrlct Munsif says that the non-cancelment of tho stamps on their prcsentatmn

" wasa disregard of hisown orders; but.1 dogbt whether thoy, can be cancelled while

on bare paper and before tho copies are cnrno:sa:l and authenticated. From the
order of tho Govcrnmcnt of India commumicated in the Board’s Proceedings,
dated 5th May 1871, No. 1, 836, it would 2 appoar (parafrraph 3) that stamps are both "
to bo'aflixed and. cancellcd Wheu tho copies are granted, and the utmost precaution

tho systcm permits of will, I conceive, be ohservcd ifa compctent officer of the
. Oourt is apccmlly cntrubtcd thh thxs duty.: As 1 have pointed out in my letter®

of the 28th January lest, No. 26, tho

~ & InDoard’s Proceedings, dated 12th Februar}, gystem takes it ‘for granted that in every

No. 509,
(,out there is-a mxmstcnal officer to -

whom can bo mfdy cntrusted the duty of | l') otcctmﬂ‘ the stamp-revenue; but the

galaries of all gubordinate officers in Mun:rzf"; Courts are very small,and is bxmply

lmpossxble that tho Judges themselves can seo in cvery case to the paymcnt of

. propcr stamp-duty.and to the punching of froles in stamps.

. 5. 'The frauds yet dxxcuvu‘cd have brounht to light only. small lorses to the
stamp-revenue; but I do not sce what therp is to prcvent stamps of the'values of
Lhundreds of Rupees being made away vvh, or not put in at all, if only. the
particular officer concerned avails lnmsa!lf of tho old punched stamps on tho |

. yecords. It istruo that, whcn the record m a case is consigned to the custody of

‘the Record- kceper, lie has to. punch a

tl’rorceclm s3 of the. I:Iv.lms Goverament in ’:NOH[H’ lole in ‘cach label; but this
the Finaneial Departaent, dated 5th August }

1873, No. 1,U3. Yrecaution only renders the aid of the

Record-keeper necessary for the perpe-. -

tr:;tion of frdml. The systf*m 13. undcnml.ly a source of great. temptaticn to
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Summ'rm) for tho mf'ormahon

Procccdmr's, datc 25th February 1&
. 2. The Bo:u‘d aro of opxmon thi-

o st-zmpz, to which it would appear, frol ‘the communication fro
.. of India, r Cf‘orded in G. O., dated" 141:7 %ebmm'y 1874, N
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3 L\O 425,
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w the Government
0, 203, that there i3 some

. mtentmn of revertm aﬁ'ords gxca w rotcchou andmgt fmud

Im—'«

Proccedmgs of the B«i rd -of Iuevenuc
AR NG L 026
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1‘.\?0. 186 dated 2nd May - 1874,

- Tanjore, to J. GROSE, Esq;, bccremry to the Boar
Chntubava, 30th 1\Ia.rch 187 I‘ I\o. 80:—

L&

. Amm.nm to my letter of thc th, ultlmo No. 39, 1 havo the honour to

‘ - ’ report that tho enquiry into the case Bf stamp {rauds in the Small Causc ‘Court
< - at Combaconum has been” brought td ‘a close without uny further disclosures,
~ The total valuc of tho Court Feo label abstracttd, as ﬁnally ascertained, 'is Rupecs -

© 330.4-0. - Lo ) R -

.20 Tho 1st pnsonor, thc Copyxs{ in iho Cour’c was conwctr.d by tho Taluq

cstly refain-
ing stolen’ property’ (Scction 411), ard fraudulently using Government stampa

once used (Scction 262). - The sécond. and third prisoners, the Stamp Vendor and
" his brother (tho statement i in the As sxstant Magistrate’s Calendat, the latter Was .
-also o licensed Vendor, is a mist a].e .) were cqnuctcd by the same Magistrato of
receiving stolen propcrty All the .hwe prisoners were, Ixowucr
_Assistant Magistrate, Mr. Forbes, , for’ ephanced punhhmmt and wer
- sentenced, the first prxeoner lo- twn )"ars rworous imprisonment and a fino of
~ Rupees 500, commutable in default {o1six mont ths further i imprisonment, ‘and the
".." second and thind ¢ cach to cightcen mor‘ths rigorous imprisonment and a fice of
Rupees a() commutable in defanlt to ipur months further 1mprxaonment

- I enclose, for the Board’s 1nfor'n'ztwn a copy of dr. Forbes’ Calendar, as
nl«o of his Ictter glvmv' cover thueto. : -

e by the Iatter

-
4 -
Vew

. . “ i‘ [ *‘ Lt

- Iscmjun No. 1.
From G. S. FORBES, Esq, Acsntqm Ma r;ctrate
“the Ton. D. ARBUI‘I[‘IOTP Distpict M

21st March 1874, No. ].,,.

, in ch'u'"e of Cc ba.f'o'mm Disision,” to
aﬁxohatc of 'I:m_xorc dated Combaconum

I AAYE t‘me hmmxr wuh ref crcn*c to your ldtter, No. 1

34, dated 20th Al ] 1871 ¢ ’ 3
) hcre‘mb, a cou of the Calcudar m Caze Ko.: {) rch 1874, to ferwar

of 1674 on tl:c £1~ of this Cyurt.

»
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tho )ata'n of clearly impressed . bicolour

Read the followm& lctfer from thi Hon. D. ARBUTHNOTT Collcctor"o‘.(
2
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Proceedmmr of t/ze ﬁfadras Goa'

nl, Revenue Deparhnent
Lt . . 1«){7& 11111_)

.
'

m-r~m..,,

. ‘2. Before the recexpt of your Ietter 1 hal u%
" “No. 309, da.ted 12th I‘Lbruary 1874, cmsel & copy}ﬁ) be p;epared for transmission to you.

3. IIavmg had the evidenna in tl.e case Lefol s me; I have taken the liberty of pointing out,
‘with reference to the above l’roccedm'vs of Doara of Rcvcnu a fCT" of the c'rcumsmnﬂcs that
came ou$ bearing on the questxon of stamp frauds,

Yy

4. The frauds in queetxon appear chxc‘iy .W‘hdwe Bcén" committed in respect.

of Court"
. Feo Adhesive Stamps levied for-Process Fees anu to have bcen effected in two ways.— )

.. (1) Tnsome cases by removing all the stamps attachel for batta to the Deillw’ls pretentcd’ |

by parties pmymrr for issuc of l’ro-.cya, and then dcqpovmrr the petition,

f;rcncn to B«mrd £ Be;enue Proccedmng o

(2) In other cases by removmw ouly a fow o, those Smml 3, the pctztxons b(}]_ng pasq,.d on

’ and filed as if the % bore the correct number or valug of stacps.’ M

~. b, In this case the opportum‘y for the commssion of those frauds ge210a to have been glven ‘

Z" not by any defect in the Law and Rules relating to staiaps, bib chiefly by the fact that Section 50 -

of tho Court Fees Act (VIL, o£1870) wag directly vi.lated.- Dy that Section no document requir-
“ioz a stamp shall be acted upon until the smmp has besn cangelled, which cancellation is.
‘to bs eﬁcctcd by punchmg out the fizare head. Buatb the practice of the Small Causo Court Office
« was that the Nazir on receipt of a Batta petition m“rcly initialled the stamps ou it (and it seewy
to have been very casy to wash out the” 1initials) ami passed it on'to the Gumastahs who after
. acting upon the pctxuon aad not b~fore filing it wxc the Rccord k(,cper, punched out thc. figure
" head. S ? R : o
Further, by the second paragraph of the same Section thxs cancellation by punchmw is to be.
‘done by an officer appointed by tho Court or by. the Head of the Office, and Lere such officer s
presumably the Nazir. . But the practice was, as :
* handed over the documents to the Record-keeper’ to*io this. - 4 .
-The consequence was that Datta petitions beariig stamps, with unpunched figure heads, Iay
< about any where in tlie’ Gumastah’s room ; some’ imes it was admitted .for fiftcen days and
§ apparcnt!y frovn s0m0 ms‘aucos which [ turnr‘d up i in Lho hooks myself for cons,xderably lon«ver
" periods. N , ,

.

»: . Imay further mention another c:rcumstancc. ‘ It ‘was proved that the lst prisoner who was

have etatcd for an_/ Gumasta.x _when be .

““only an acting clerk frequently used to work. alone in the ofiice, beg ginning carly in the morning -

. before his fellow clerks had come and going on till fate at night after they had left. “hether
- this is an advisable practice in public offices you are the better. judge, | Howewr 1t gave the lsgt
. prisoner the amplest opportunities (as regards tuno) for diskonest practices.
b I‘or this again the Stamp Laws and lsules are nob re\ponsxblc. ‘
G. This case I think scarcely raises the question between Adhesive and Imprccecd sfamp:;.
Since Process Fees must probably be collected in form ecither of adhesive stamps or of mone; J
aﬁ‘ordmﬂ- a party the Lest means of addxn« to tho hqt of mtnesses or for whom he w xohes Pro"cqg -
to be issued. : ’
.Of course whether I’lamts, etc., should have xmpreased or adheswe slamps is another ques.
tmn, ' R P

]

(l‘rueCorV-) o,

‘ (Signed)  D. ARBUTIINOTT,
A f -~ Colleetor,

s
4 -

Excrosoee No. 2.~Copy of Calend: * in Caso No, 20 of 1874,
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Sumu'r'n:n for the mformatmn of Gov frnmcnt in contmuatxon of Board’s

Procccdmgs, dated 2nd matant No. 1 074;
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PROCEEDINGS op TE8 Boirp of annm, dated 2nd May 1574. .

Read the following letter from the Hon. D. ARBUTHNOTT Collector of ‘Tan-

jore, to J.- GROSE, "Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated

‘Vallam, 10th March 1874, No. 53:—" R

Ix-continuation of my letter of the 11th. ultuho, No. 39, I have the honour to-
report another case of stamp fraud whicl has been since’ dxs«,ovcred ‘
' - In this case, o Gumastah of the Distrint Munsif’s Court at Tranquebar
has gono on abstractmg adhesive stamps attached to papers:put in by parties for
copies of )udn'ment and- decrecs, supplying their places with cancelled stamps

ta¥len from"tﬁo’old‘mcords The value of the stamps, howcvcr thus made away
with'is stated to be only Rupccs 34 . - o

.t

—" £y i e Sy oy e
N

Acting Head' Assistant Magistrate, but the oﬁ'ender has absconded and | cannot be
found. ‘

a— N

h uncancelled until the copies wero given to the parties,and thus an Opportumty was
afforded for tho stamps being tampered’ within the manner above described, The
District Munsif says that the non- -cancelment of the stamps on their presentatlon '
was a disregard of his own orders; but I doubt whether they can be cancelled while
on bare paper and before tho copies are engrossed and authentlcated From the

-ordor_of the_Government of India. communicated in the Board’s Proccedings,
dated 5th May 1871, No, 1,886, it would appear (paragraph 3) that stamps aro both
to ba o,ﬁ'n:od and cancelled when the copies arc granted, and tho utmost precaution

'cn
et

raw

C‘mrt is specially entrusted with this duty. As Ihave pointed out in my letter®,
' of the 28th’ January last, No. 26, the

. Il}{ 203“6198 Pl‘““dmé” dated 126h Februa, system takes it for granted that.in eyery
'Court thero is a ministerial officer to

salaries of all subordinate officers in Munsif’s Courts .are very small,and i is sunply 2
impossible that tho Ji udges themsclves can sce in_every case to tbo .paymegt o’f
proper stamp-duty and to the punching of holes in stamps. -

stamp-revenue; but I do not see twhat there is to prevent stamps of 'the values of ™
hundrods of Rupecs being made away with, or not put in at .all, if only thae,
partxcular ofﬁcer concerned avails himself of the old punchnd stamps on. the
records, - It is true that wh,cn the record of “a case is ‘consjgnied to tho custod

- ) X 5' : tho Reco:d kceper, he has to punch a-
T o ML ST ssrondt ol el Tabl but
1873, No, 1,095. - “ _precaution only renders the aid of the
. ‘Record- kocper necessary for the perpe..
trahon of fraud The systcm is. undemably a, source of great temptatxon to
subordinate employés on sxmﬂ*pay and there is no doubt that it will, in spite of

| overy precautxon, occasxonal!y, lead to frauds and to loss of revenue,

f‘

.
A o gt P S A Tt A - ey - e
UL NSRS S T YN N

S

S B . - t et e : m i S

3.- A complaint was laid by the Head Gumastah of ihe Court before the * -

4. From the District Munsils letter to Mr. Weld it appears that stamps put in
by parties for copies of decrees; etc, ;emamed in the hands of the Gumastah -

the system permxfs of will, I conceive, bo observed if a compctent officer of tho

5. The frauds yet discovered have brought to light only small Ioases to the

g S yof -

B

whom can bo safely cntrusted the duty of protecting tho stamp-revenue, bu}; the U
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Scm.rmm for tha information of Gvae
Proceedmgs, dated 2 7

m2nt, in condinaniin of Doird's
25th '

. h February 18747 No. 423,

stam:; t C;'Boafd are of opinion that tly system of clearly impressel bieslour
o P% to which it woulq appear, from the communication
,‘Q adia, recorded in G, 0., dated
inteati crti i

inteation of reverting, affords greater protection against fragd,

(A truo Copy and Extract.)

v
/ A
. - Acting Sub-Secretary.

To the Actinn .
- é vm, Seeretary (o Government, Revenas Depagia eat, ,
» B2 Cellegtor of Tazjore, el _

from the Government.
Lith Febraary 1874, No. 205, thatthere is somd-
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A S Puied thﬁbﬁ“&;}"ﬁﬁh reference to your letter, No, 154, dated 20¢h March 1874, to forward,
- herewith, a eopy of the Calendar in Case N 0. 20 of 1874 on o

oo - (2 . Incother cases by removing only a.fow of those- stamps, “ths petttions being passedon

2 I
—t

7 S P S
et e
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Nty
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© - Pgo2zapryas o ruz
‘Raad tho following letter 4
' Tanjore, to J. GROEE’E, Esq.,
Chetubava, 30th M<lch 1874,
. ADVERTING to my letter of tha 11th ultimo,
report that the enquiry into the easo of. stamp fr
“at Combaconum has been brought to a close without any further disclosures,
as finally ascertained, is Rupees

"Phe total value of

2. The 1st

ing stolen property

the Court Feo labels abstracted,

prisoher, the Copyist in the Court, was
" Magistrate severally of theft (Indian Penal Code,

B A ONY

¢

- No. 1,026,

:?r;n'o oF Revevoz, dated 2ud May
{m the IIon,

No. 80:—
No. 39, I havo

¢

(Scction 411), and fraudulently using

% 7'; :‘-'w.n; ~-;MQ_‘:1‘

RLITA

D. ARBUTHNO'I‘I', Collector of -
Sccrotary to the Baard of Ravenue, dated

the honour to -

auds in the Small Causs Court

convicted by the Taluq
Section 380), dishoncstly retain.
Government . stamps

once used (Section 262). The second and third prisoners, the Stamp Vendor ang
his brother (the statement in the Assistant Mzigistrate’s‘Calcndar,

Assistant Magistrate,

however,
Mr. Forbes, for enhanced punishment and we

the latter wag

* also ":i‘licepsed Vendor, is'a mistz;]:e,) were convicted by the same Magistrate of
" receiving stolen property. Al the three prisoners were,

sent up“to 'the
re by the latter

sentenced, the first prisoner to two years rigorous imprisonment and 3 fine of
Rapees 500, commutable in defaitlt to six months further imprisonment, and the

second and third each to eightcen months. rigorous imprisonment

and a fine of

‘7 I:'x'om a. S. TORBES, Esq., Aésistaxit‘ﬁagx'sﬁat.e,:'iri

tapees 250, commatable in default to four months further imprisonment, N
- 3. Iencloso, for the Board’s information, a copy of Mr, Forbey Calendar, as”

also of his Ietter giving cover thereto. | _ t

Excrosurz No. 1. o
chargo’ of Combaconum Division, tg
the Hon, D, ARBUTHNOTL, District Mazistrate of Tanjore, dated Combaconum,

)

e~ e el
.;-’lsz ;{ag_gh 18@5\,.1‘1’0. 13, .

£ on the file of this Court, .

2. Before the reeoipt of your letter T had, with reference to Board's Revenue Proceedings,
No. 809, dated 12th Febraary 1874, cansed a copy to be prepared for transmission to you.© -

3. Having had the evidcnce in the caso before me, I have taken the liberty of pointing out,
‘with reference to the above Proceedings of Board of Revenue, a few of the circamstances thag -
came out bearing on the question of stamp frauds, LT Ty

4. The frauds in question appear chiefly to have been committed in respect of Court
Feo Adhesive Stamps levied for Process Fees and to have been effected in two ways.—

(1) Insome cases by removing all the stamps attached for batta to the Petitions presented
by parties praying for issuo of Process, and then destroying the petition,

‘and filed as if they bore the correct number or valde of stamps, . .
. 5. In this caso the opportunity for the'commission of tho3o frauds seems o havo been given
not by any defect in tho Law and Rules but chielly by the fact that Section 30

~

was that the Nazir on receipt of a Bigta. petition merely initialled the 8tamps on it (and it seems

to have been very €3y to wash out L};a initials) and passai s o to the Gumastahs who afler

Zch;] upz the patition and 024 bafare filing it with the Rzcord-keeper, punched oul the fizurg
ead. : 'R 5 S

- -

7 « o, \ N

<, -
oA

o

RERE LA
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. - Farthar, by tha sazpnd parazraph of thc 819 bbctlon t‘x 1 cancellation by panching is to be A - | I { c%amae ,@/m/mm/ i
R * done by aa cBser appointed by the Court or by the Head of, fne OFce, and here such oficer is” : L . o. { 07 Lo
pre:amably the Nazid, DBut the practice was, as I have st fe] for any Gumastah when ko } , L ; 4
1 ) . harded over the documents to the Record-keeper to do thx.,7 { . \ S ’ o ‘ i - *'
L The consequenze was that Batta pchtlons bearinz stam Y JSrith unpunched ﬁmro beads lay o PROCEEDINGS of t/ze ﬂIdDRAS GOVERN,Z‘IEN[ ‘:.' 5.‘
. abont any where in the Gumastah’s room; sometxmcs it was admitted for fiftcen days and . ‘ . E : ‘ o ﬁ ;
‘apparently from some m%.a.nces which I turned up in "the haoks myself for consxderably longer [ . Und(,x’@};ue the / Ld:? 1874 | 55 l
pericds. - . Sl ; ) . o fq‘
o ‘ I may further mention another cxrcumstance. It was proverl that tho 1st pnsoner who was R i Resp the fo"owmu ﬁm“ fj" % :
i caly an actiny clerk frequently used to work alone in tho office, bogiuning early i in the morning | R s 7 2
s L _before his fellow clerks had come and going oa till latg’at night after they.had ]eft, “_'hethcr @4&‘ ' ;.
; this is a2 advisable practico in public offices you are the better judze. IIowevcr, it gave the 1st - ‘: ""‘2 el o
H ‘ ’ ) . K'Y
P Prizoner the amplest opportunities (as,regards tune) for dishonest practices, : : : . g S
3 " For this again the Stamp Laws and Rales are not responsxble ) Gl 4‘4# M,‘, 4 £
b . L 20 .fm,, ‘ S
% , 6. This case I tkink sc:u-ce]y raises the question between Adhesive and Impressed stmpS- Pyl f""‘ o . SEE
; Since Process Feds must probnbly be coliceted in form ecither of adhesive stamps or of money a9, §, M/A}ﬁé@b A §a,~4¢(§;j 1’2 ,ec" /,‘ 5 -
i . afordinga part) the best means of adding to tho lut of mtnessns or for who:n ke Wl=hea}l’roce83 QR S
" to bo fesged, ) 5 MM"'W /mgfu 2 2’ %«/4747 .
i .. ey
: . Ofcourse whether Plamts, ele., ehonld have xmpressed or alheme s‘mps xs azather 9‘103 : [£4 ,,Q.,A-gmg /‘. W WL A E ? 7 4 ‘/i} / 0z 4
: - tion, o : 7 7 ‘7‘5"; g i.’,ﬁ 7
] : r'x - N
' - (Truo Copy.) : 1 1 Kvtfs'on/o W%M/&ﬁf‘&)ﬁ ul ) ,
{2 : ' (Sizned) D, ARBUTHNOTT, | | : .,: ?25 P i
e : -° Collectors - }“f{é‘a m £ 4 ‘ ;;7 ; e r
- - o : o - v 3 . 2}
- ‘ P ; ¥ ¥
% Excx.osuaé No. 2.~Copy of Culendar in Case No. 20 of 1874. . , % 5 . : ' o S
o .‘ : " ' ) /.l‘; . . é
. ’ < "1'; - - ) T
Do vSUmm'rm) Jor the mformahon of Governmcnt in contmnatxon of Board’s o v/vé_y &4— u,(./; / zl-"J«./(’ . I h G
N Proceedmws dated 2nd mstzmt No. 1, 024, d . ) ; Sy é e, : - T
) - ; E{ 7 /mw‘mw o 2_9 —_— o j Ve é_éi"g,
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NN , m:h an original enclosuro. : . / , . . ﬁ SN
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