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, ] “ . Read the following :—
) ‘\ No. 120. Procesdings of the Board of Rovenue, dated 18th April 1874, No. 918,
. N Torest No. 6. : '
1t {‘ Read the following letters :—
A From R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secre-
X tary to the Board of Revenue, dated 13th December 1873, No. 705.
2y Wrirn reference to the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2,176, dated 24th October
" last, I have the honour to inform you that I have visited the Kattalal Mallai Hill,
' «« and have ascertained that the Zemindar is unwilling tv accept the Board’s terms,
. as he apprchends that the lease may be terminated at the option of Goverpment.
e 2, Heis willir{g to accept, however, an assignment of revenue from lands at

\ : the foot of the hill, and a3 there are several large landholders of the same caste as |
the Zemindar who are willing to pay to him instead of to Government, I request

s merely valued tho timber that might fairly bo cut ou the hill at 500 Rupees
o - perannum, but I valuo the right of keepiug gmugglers out of our forest at very |
1 as explained in several of my former letters, I think it worth .-

much more, ani
ded slopes at the head of our river.

LA while to pay highly to protect the woo

LY
R S———e——

From R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of 'Finnevelly, to J. HUNTER-BLA’IRI,
Lisq., Inam Commissioner, Madras, dated 9th February 1874, No. 75." o
As requestcd in your Official Memorandum, No. 39, dated 24th ultimo, I have
the honour to forward, herewith, an Extract from Mr. Cotton’s register relative to
. the Kattalai Mallai. ' B -
| : 9. The definition in this register could hardly be vaguer ; the Kattalai Mallai
being in reality an isolated ridge, some two miles in length from its’ western
\y extremity, facing the Pandiyan Kottei to its castern extremity, on the bank of the
RE R  Tambrapurney, it stands far back in among the ghaut mountains, some ten miles
Lo from Vikramasingapuram, and thoughVikrumusingapuram is the nearcst Village on
o the Tinnévelly side, the Kattalai Mallai and the adjacent mountains form no part of
. that village, but lie between Vikramasingapuram and the Travancore territory.
g ' 3. There are no recorded boundaries of Vikramasingapuram in Mr. Cotton’s

Revenue Settlement, they extend up to the neighbourhood of the

register ; by !
en the Village and the Kattalai Mallal.

Surveyar, a stream half way betwe
! , (True Copy)
B | ' (Signed)  J. OUNTER-BLAIR,

j D
Inam Commissioner.

TR SRS SEIREIC bt

\ K “ ' that I may be authorized to make an assignment of 4,000 Rupees from their assess- |
"5 | : ment, when the Village of Vikramasingapuram comes to be settled. .
R . 3. With referonce to paragraph 3 of the Board’s Proceedings, Major Beddome
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ngs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

- DProceedi
Oth May 1874,

SupMITTED for the orders of Government with reference to G. O., dated 13th

November 1873, No. 1,262,

9. "The Kattalai Mallai Forcst is gaid to be property of the Papanassem
the dispossessed Zemindar of Chockamputty, and the
ase of it has been urged by the Collector and admitted
by the Board and Government, In their Proceedings of the 17th May 1873, No.
826, (Forest No. 23) the Board recommended that Government should Icase the
Singamputti Forests and if they consented to do so, should also rent the Kattalai
Mallai Forest at Rupees 4,000 per annuu. In G. O, 4th July 1873, No. €85,

Government approved of these proposals.
3. It has since been decided that the Singamputti forests shall be manazed by

6.0, dated 13th November 1873, No. 1,962, the Fprest Department until the Minor
comes of age, and that he shall then be
bly accept, viz., Rupees 11,000 per annum.

4. Tho case of the Kattalai Mallui Torest is still undecided. The Collector
now reports that the occupant will not accept a money rent of Rupees 4,000 a
ycar but will accept an asstgnment of land revenuo of the same amount on land in
Vikramasingapuram. There are several large landholders in that village who
are willing to pay their dues to the occupant of tho Kattalai Mallai instead of to
Government, and the Colloctor proposcs to make the assignment when he scttles

the village.
5. Agit is of great importance
snment should be sanctioned, but only on the condition that

Joard think the assig
Government Rights to the Kattalai Malloi Forest shail not be affected thereby, avd

that if the Courts decide that the forest belongs to Government the assignment
made in compensation for it shall cense to Le of any effect.

6. With regard to the title of Government to the Kattalai Mallal Forest the
Doard after consulting with the Inam Commissioner arc decidedly of opinion that

further inquiry should be made. R
7. 1t bas hitherto been unquestioned that the Inam title-deed granted to the

¢ a bill maniam called the Kattalai Mallai maniam,”
h forius the subject of these Procecdings, but the Title-
1l maniam. Its position 1s described in the
Je mountain of Vikramasingapuram.” The
. Acres 3.463-16 extent of the Mallai is according to the

' ) Survey Account Sangili 951-8-0* the
h at the dry rate of the village is Rupees 1,059-10-0;” and in
b is said to be Mallai Punjah or Hill Dry
e locality thus described is on the right bank
d which it takes near Vikrasamingapuram

Pagode in the posscssion of
jmportance of obtaining a le

offcred a rent which he will proba

to gain immediate posscssion of the forest the

Papanassen pagoda fo
applies to the tract whic
deed describes it thus :—* This is a hi
Register of Mr. Cotton a3 ¢gouth s

assessment of whic
it of the deed the trac

another pe
Maniam.” The map shows that th

or south of the Tambrapurney at the Len

and the Board believe there is a tract in that
The tract now claimed s the Kattalai Mallai is ten miles away to the

the left bank of the Tambrapurney, and could not by auy stretch
cd Hill punjab. It seems probable therefore, that the

been denaded the occupants geizod the present
olourable title to it.

pragah,
gouth-west on
of imagination be call
original Kattalai Mallai having
RKattalai Mallai, without having even a ¢

porition which might be called IIill



p Board’s Proceedings, dated 8th November 1871,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, -
: 8th May 1874,

P

8. It will be contended that the description in Mr. Cotton’s Register and the
Inam Title-deed are wrong because the Curnam who supplied them was ignorant,
and that the tract which was infended in both is the tract now called the Kattalai
' Mallai. Further inquiry will throw light
on this question. In 1840 it appears
: that the Kattalai Mallai was attached as
part of the Chockamputty Zemindari and lcased toa contractor. It is not obvious
why the Kattalai Mallai which is said to have been given away to a pagoda forty
years beforo should have been attached, and the fact is awkward as it seems to
admit some right to the hill on the part of the Chockamputty Zemindar, but
inquiries should be made as to why the attachment took place, and what tract was
actually occupied by the contractor, . .

9. If the result of the investigation is to show that it is doubtful whethct the
tract now called the Kattalai Mallai is the tract referred to in Mr. Cotton’s Register

No. 4,640.y

and the Inam Title-deed, and whether it was occupied sixty years ago, the Board

think a suit to recover the property should be filed on behalf of Government.
The right of the Chiockamputty Zemindar to an isolated hill twenty miles from his.
Fstate, and thercfore his right to give such a Lill away to a pagoda can no doubt
be disputed with success. : '

10. Should it be found feasible to file this suit and should it be successful it
may be possible to revive the claims of Government to immense tracts of forest
Jand which have becu endaugered by the encroachments of hill Zeraindars in
Madura or Tinnevelly. ) - .
No. 1204,

C. G. MASTLER, Esq., Acting Secrctary to Govornument, Revenue Depart-
ment, dated Ootacamund, 29th April 1874, No. 48. '

Witn reforenco to tho Board’s Proceedings of 18th April, Forest No. 54,
regarding the Kuttalai Mullay forest in the Tinnevelly District, I have the honour
to bring to the notice of Government that the fact of the area now claimed being
idontical with that described in the Inam titlo-deed hasnot * hitherto been unques-
tioned,” as the Board suppose (paragraph 7).

2. In my report, dated 12th November 1870 (recorded with G. O. of 3rd
Juno 1871, No. 981) on all these hill forests, I say, with rcference to the Kuttalai
Mullay : “ I sce nothing to connect cither of these entries with a block of valuable forest
land, only a comparatively small portion of which has ever been cultivated as punjah,’’ etc.,
~ ote. But even if it be established that the tracts are identical, I consider the
aunual sum, which is proposed to pay (Rs. 4,000), very high and far beyond its
value to tho Inamdar.

3. I must cxpress regret that mere vigorous action was not taken with regard -

to all thoso hill forests in 1871 after the issuo of the G. 0. already quoted; and
I cannot coneur with Mr. Pucklo in bis view recorded in subsequent Proccedings
that it is only with the southern forests that we need concern ourselves.

4. I consider all these ghaut forests of great value both with regard to
climatic considerations, water, and timber supply; and [ bez respectfully to sug-
gest the appointinent of a Commission to carry out the Board’s proposals as to

From Captain C. WALKER, Officiating Inspector of Forests, to
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
: 8th-May 1874. | 2

further inquiry, and vested with full powers to investigate, defins the extent and
boundaries, etc., and lay bafore Governmont definite proposals for the final sottle-
ment of the matter. , . o
5. T mado a similar proposal in 1869 or 1870, when Deputy-Conservator of
the range, and foel sure it is tho only way to arrivo at definite conclusions just and
satisfactory to all the parties concerned. o o )
OrpEr THEREON, Sth May 1874, No, 577.
" Ir tho Zemindar will acquiesce in
* " the conditions prescribed by the Board
" in paragraph 5 of their Proceolinzs
goested in paragraph 4 should be carriod out at

Forests, No. J.

2. 1In any caso, the further inﬁuiries inlicated should be made quickly.

3. -Such a Commission 83 that proposed by Captain Walker is out of the quos-
“$ion; nor would the Zemindars, who are in possession, agree to anything of the

" kind,

~(True Extract.)

(Signed)  C. G. MASTER,

T ‘_ e Acting Secretary o Governiient.

To thé Doard of Revenud. o
»» tho Officiating Inspector of Poreets.
,; the Accountani-General.

$cd, F. T Dantlenass
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' FOREST No. 1.

Paocvwx\us OF THE Bomn or Revesur, dated 18th Spnl 1874, No. 918,

Read the following letters :— S

I'rom R. K. PU CI\LI&, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to J. GROSE Esq., Secre-
tary to the Board of Revenue, dated 13th Decermber 1873, No. 706,

Wire reference to the Board’s Proceedings, No. 2 176, dated 24th October :
last, 1 have the honour to inform you that I have visited the Kattalai Mallai Il '

and have ascertained that the Zemindar is unwilling to accept the Board’s terms, :
as he apprehends that the lease may bo terminated at the option of Government. *

9. Heis willing to accept, however, an assignment of revenue from lands at _
the foot of the hill, and as there are several large landholders of the same caste as DR '

tie Zemindar who are wiliing to pay to him instead of to Govcrnment, Irequest = - it
that T may ba authorized to make an assignment of ¢ 000 Rupees from their assess- i
ment, when the Village of Vikramasingapuram comes to be settled.

3. With reference to paragraph 3 of the Bonrd’s Procecdings, Major Beddonte
merely valued the timber that might fa.u'l bs cut on the hill at 500 Rupees -
per annun, but I value the right of keeping :uxuwlus out of our forest at very.-swe. .

Gl e R

vr\] unat 10 unv«u*l 2f rx‘_: . ‘bl‘w, r Ohlll..,."‘ e S et

mneh mara, P
while to pay hmhly to prorect the \voodexl slvpes at the ‘head of our rlver.

P ————

I'rom R. K. PU(/I\LE Esq., Collector of Tinneselly, to J. HUNTE R-BLAIR,
Esq., [nam (Jomn‘msmner, Madras, dated gth February 1874, No. 73.

ested in your Official Memorandurm, No. 39, dated 24th ultimo, I have

As regqn
o forward, hercwn;h, an luﬂf’act from. Mr. Cotton’s register relative to

the honour ¢

the Kattalat Mallai.

2. The definition in this register cou‘dhardl) be vaguer ; the kat*max Mallai
heing in reality an isolated ridge, some two miles in length from its western
facing the Pandiyan ottei to its eastern cxtremity, on the bank ‘of the

extremity,
k io among the ghaut mountains, some ten miles

Tambrapurney, it stands far bac
from Vikramasingapuram, and thourrh\r ikramasingapuram is the nearest Village on

the Tinnevelly side, the Kattalai Mallai and the ¢ adjacent mountains form no part (;f
that village, batlie betweﬁu Vikramasingapuram and the Travancore territory.

3. There are no recorded boundaries of Vlkramasmoapumm in Mr. Cotton’s
cment, they extend up to the newhbourhood of tha
betwaen the Village and the I\atmhu Mallai.

(True Cop)) S e
' (Signed) I HU\’TER-BLAIR, | e
: T Inam Commlsnoncr, S
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