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Pr oceedmg: of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
20th April 1874.

No. 125. Read the followihg Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
‘ 9th April 1874, No. 806 :— '

| Read the following letter from J. II. GARSTIN, Esq.,*Collector of South Arcot

to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Cudda-
lore; 1st April 1874, No. 159 :— =
Tre Board, in their Proceedings of the 17th ultimo, remarked that it would
bo- interesting to know how many men ate employed on the railway works in

“this ‘district. I accordingly wrote to the engineers in charge of the dxﬂ‘erent ‘
.divisions, and sub_)om extracts from their replies.

-

" 2. Mr. Scott, in chargo of the 5th Division, says: ¢ The earth- work in the
part of my district to which you refer is nearly all finished, and, till the laying
of the permanent way, some months ahead I do not think that there will be any.
thing doing there. I have, at present, a petty contractor delivering ballast there,
with about forty coolies. Ils would be vlad to have thu‘ty or forty more, but it
would only be for a short time.”

. -~ 3. Mr. Irvine (6th and 7th vaxsxons) says, wntmw from 'I‘mdwanum A
¢ Hore for some time past, mry- contractors have been employing about 1000
‘labourers per diem on earth-work alone. 1 would gladly see them double the

number; but, when called on to do so, ,they assure me they have great difficulty in

‘ plecurinv labour, and I quite believe it. When requiring a fow coolies myself, I

' l&’iv.x +ha e=aatect difficulte i~ nhtainir~ them, slthouch I am oferir~ 3 Annes par . .. -
tem for & man! I do nofoxpect to sce the carth-work on this district (No. 8)

finished for another six months, during which time there will be employment
for large numbers of labourers.. The earth work on district No. 7 (Vlllapurum)
was only commenced a few days ago.”

4. Mr, Thompson (Districl No. 8, Punrootty) says: ‘“ There are, at present,
about 1,200 coolies, including women, "employed upon this district.. I could not
employ many more. Tho additional labour which I required is ¢ skilled labour,”

5. Mz, Baggallay (District No. 9, Caddaiore) says: * Tho work is all being
done by small contractors. I think the daily labour is about 360. I could increase
this number to 600 during the next two moaths, after which I expect tho number
would have to fall again to 200 or 300, but so much depends on the arrival of

"material from England. If large quantities of rail, efc., come, we might be able

to employ 500 coolies for some months. Should the line from here to Porto Novo
be sanctioned, soon a large number could be employed on the bank, say 2,000.” -

SupMrTreD for the information of Government.

No. 126. " Omorr TEEREON, 20th April 1874, No. 466,
Miscellaneous, T RECORDED.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  C. G, MASTER,

To the Board of Revenue, Acting Secretary to Government,

Exd, F. B. Bantlemaa,
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