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: Proc"eéding: of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmens,
& 18tk April 1874. :

‘No-17.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 26th
o Mareh 1874, No. 885, Forest No. 34 :— o

Read the following letter from A, WEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector of ‘Coimba-
" tore, o J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated

25th February 1874, No. 41 :—

I mave the honour to request’thés;:sénctidh of Government, through the Board,
for the expenditure of Rupees 2,000 as tukkavi or aid to the jungle-tribes, consist-
ing of Irulers, Moodughurs, Sholagurs, Kaders, and Mulcers, as they are vari-
“ously called in the several hill-localities they inhabit.

9. Some, if not all, of these tribes are wretchedly poor, scarcely even pos.
gessing a cloth, and they have hitherto _exiéﬁ‘éji by a destguc_tive cultivation in the
forests by burning the trees and planting in the cleared spots for one season, and
then renewing this destructive process. W |

3. Thave arranged personally with several of these tribes that they will
mer clearings and destroy no more forest, and, as one of the rea-
gons for the former destructive process was the want of proper implements, I
‘propose to aid each headman of a settlement with tools, such as mamoties, bill-
hooks, and axes, with which to clear and till the ground, and, where requisite, with
seed-grain, re-payable after three years: _ b e 3

4. Should the value of ‘the tools or orain supphied be even eventwallymat
 yovovered, such “exponditure will ba greatly more economical and advanta,...
to the permanent interests of the country than the destruction of timber-bearin;
tracts. It is a necessity that these tribes must live; they must haye grain

‘ve-cultivate the for

subsist on, and, as they have no money to buy it from '}Qt,hérs, they must rrow it
themselves. I have been a good deal among them in their hill-clearings, heard o

_their grievances, and promised them assistance; and [ think it will be a better
policy to obtain a control over them by such intercourse than by the hitherto severe )
courss of prohibiting their cultivation, which, in fact, is scarcely possible owing to '
tho long distances, paucity of the forest subordinates, and ‘general inaccessibility
of their locations. The evil is done before it can be prevented but by warnings
and assistance, such as [ now propose, it is hoped to get them to follow a more
sottled course of agriculture, g

SusmITTED for the favourable consideration of Government.

No. 118 ~ Omper THEREON, 18th April 1874, No. 462.
Miscellaneous. i SANCTIONED.
(True Extract.)

(Signed)  C. G. MASTER,
Acting Secrefary te Governmend,

To the Board of Revenue. O
,, the Accountant-General, ' -

Ezd. E. R, Bantleman.
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