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| .A‘I’roceeding.'t of t{ae Madras Government, Revenue Department,
" 1Tth Aprit 1874,

No. 102. Read the folloiving'letter from Major R. I1I. BEDDOME, In;spef;tor

of Forests, to D. I%. CARMICHAEL, Esq., Secretary to Government
?

Revenue Department, Madras, dated Ootacamund, 19th December 1873

No. 1,983 :—
ADVERTING to the Government Order, No. 1,290, of the 24th ultifno, T have’

the honour to inform you that my Artist has been employed for the last six or
geven years on the* Flora Sylvatica, the last mumber of which has just been
jssued. This work contains 519 drawings of the different trees and larger shrubs
the original drawings from which the lithographs bave been
Office. They are,how'ever, chiefly in pencil, and have
faced and injured by the lithographers. The Artist has
also preparcd 980 drawings of pew -and rare plants discovered by me in this Presi-
« Vide G.0., No. 2,642, of 19th October 1868, 33?; ;ﬁoioz;f’; (‘)no?,ntof :;2:;‘1‘;‘3‘: c:)‘::
ones : 180 have already been lithographed and published,
60 of which are in tho hands of the.lithographers,
and the Artist is just now employed on the fomaining 40, which T had hoped to
have ready before I proceed to Europe, which 1am obliged to do almost immediately,
as my health 18 much undermined from jungle fever. As the Artist’s services

have now to be placed at Dr. Bidie's disposal,
work. Dr. Didie might, however, I think, have cmployed one of the draughtsmen

from the gchool of Arts... . e ‘
Desides the above, 1 have in my Office a good many other drawings of

lants executed from time to time by the Artist. A good many of these are not
‘worth publishing; others are more or less incomplete, and require further attention;
and others have been drawn during my absence, and require further verification

and cxamination with the plants themselves. -
Govindoo, the old Artist, who drew for many years under Dr. Wight, was
pensioned in September 1871, and his son, Sashiah, got the appointment. I had
prcviously taught this lad for several ycars before he became at all up to the mark;

4 T consider his services most valuable, and his

but he now far excels his father, an
drawings have been much praised and admired in Europe. The magnified dissec-
| drawings require, of course, botanical knowledge,

tions necessary in all botanica
drawings worth publishing,

and the Artist cannot prepare these correctly or produce
unless they are laid out and explained to him under direction of 8 Botanist, and, as
my Jocum tencns will_probably Lot be a Botanist, I was going to propose to Govern-

ment that this man’s services should be given over to the Museum whilst 1 am
abscnt; but 1 chould be very sorry not to obtain his services again on my rcturn,
as there is much valuable work of this nature still to be done in my depart-

ment.
2. With reference to the parasitic plants

t, in the first instance,
very much at

‘taken are retained in my

tinuation of Dr. Wight's Je
and 80 more are ready,

injurious to forest trees, 1 wonder
refer this question to my depart;
ention from me since many
Ferguson at Nellumbur,
ttention to the subject.

that Government did no
It has necessarily received
1 Morgan on the Nilgiris and Mr.

e department, have given special a

~ ment.
years; and Colone

“besides others in th

ush |

I shall not be able to complete this
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4 Progeeding: of the Madras Governrﬁ;{zt, Revenue Department,
" 17th April 1874. o

e The Loranths are the tribe of plants so injurious to the Australian Acacias and
the Peach trees on the Nilgiris. There are sizteen or twenty supposed species,
o ‘but many of these are too closely allied and really only varieties.  Of -these,
. themost destructive on the Nilgiris ds the Loranthus candolleanus ; but there are ;
g .- . others nearly as bad: the same tribe of plants are very injurious in our Teak 1 '
S plantations at Nellumbur, and there Loranthus longiflorus is our-greatest ememy. |
2./ -Removing the boughs on which the parent plants have thoroughly established |
themselves is the only way to get rid of them, or to keep the evil in check. ‘The |
' seed is very sticky, and readily adlicres fo any boughs oun which it may fall, or to
T which it is carried by birds, and germination soon takes place. The youung seed- |
g - lings can be rabbed off soon after they first germinate and whilst they are only
', . * epiphytie, or scraped out when they first become parasitic ; but this is a tedious !
L and, except in gardens, a foo expensive operation, and necessitates much climbing
‘ / - and often injury to t}ie tree. - All the Loranthus, except one (a new species detected : .
IS by me on the higher ranges of the Anamallays, and described in the Madras I .
~ Literary Journal), are described by Dr. Wight in his Prodromus; but a good many - ; . o
| ’,{;v‘ of the supposed épecies are only varieties (the effect of elevation and climate), and ; e, y
5 :

i the genus isa very difficult one to divide correctly into species. Most of ‘the typical

o ~ 8pecies are also figured by Dr. Wight in his Zcones. The parasitic fici (figs) are
; "}4 ~ far more dreaded .encmies to the forester than the Lorénthug,« and we wage a
.- systematic warfare against this tribe in all our reserved forests, and much has to be
spent annually on this branch of conservancy, "

L~

e e

' ' No. 103. . /OIR.DER'“TIIEREON, 17th April‘lSA‘Z«i, If‘r°,'_‘454" _ - !

o Tae Draughfsman will be attached !

" * *to the Museum, in which the Govern-
R ' . ment Herbarium has now been placed, !
-and will work under the orders of the Superintendent, Dr. Bidie, whose botanical
acquirements are sufficient guarantee for his proper employment. . |
2. The Government observe that it was. Colonel Beddome's duty to hava

made known to them what information'he and his department possessed regarding
" “the parasitical plants of the Nilgiris,."\ : :

R S . 7% Forests, No. 3.

o ' " (True Extract.) - o
(Signed)  'C: G. MASTER,
. . Acting Secretary to Government.*
To the Inspector of Forests.” -« * ' ;
"~ «, Surgeon-Major G. Bidie, M.B. : : ‘ ' : : ' .
", the Board of Revenue. o - o ‘ ’ o : -
- %5, the Accountant-General. ' L .

Exd. F. R. Bantleman,

ol / _‘L,x { i
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