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“besides others in the departm

* Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
17th Aprii 1874,

No. 102.  Read the following letter from Major R. IL. BEDDOME, In;;pector
of Forests, to D. I. CARMICHAEL, Esq., Secretary to Government
Revenue Departmient, Madras, dated QOotacamund, 19th December 187 3’

No. 1,958 :—

ADVERTING t0 the Government Order, No. 1,200, of the 24th ultimo, I have
the hqnour to inform you that my Artist has been employed for the last’ six or
geven years on the® Flora Sylvatica, the last number of which has just been
jssued. This work contains 519 drawings of the different trees and larger shrubs
of this Presidency, the original drawings from which the lithographs bave been

taken are retained in my Office. They are, however, chiefly in pencil, and have

necessarily been much defaced and injured by the lithographers. The Artist has

also prepared 980 drawings of pew and rare plants discovered by me in this Presi-
d ! it '

Ul T e 4t Ockair 1868 enc.y : Government sanctioned the

»  publication of 300* of these as a con-

tinuation of Dr. Wight's Jeones : 180 have already been lithographed and published,
and 80 more are ready, 60 of which are in the hands of the lithographers,
and the Artist is just now employed on the femaining 40, which T had hoped to
have ready before I proceed to Europe, which T am obliged to do almost immediately,
as my health 1s much undermined from jungle fever. As the Artist’s services
have now to be placed at Dr. Bidie's disposal, I shall not be able to complete this
work. Dr. Bidie might, however, I thiok, have cmployed one of the draughtsmen
from the School of Arts... : e

Besides the above, 1 have in my Office a good many other drawings of
plants exceuted from time to time by the Artist. A good many of these are not

worth publishing ; others are more or less incomplete, and require further attention ;

and others have been drawn during my absence, and require further verification

and examination with the plants themselves.

Govindoo, the old Artist, who drew for many years under Dr. Wight, was
pensioned in September 1871, and his son, Sashiah, got the appointment. I had
previously taught this lad for several years before he became at all up to the mark ;
but he now far excels his father, and I consider his services most valuable, and his
drawings have been much praised and admired in Europe. The magnified dissec-

nical drawings require, of course, botanical knowledge,

tions necessary in all bota
and the Artist cannot prepare these correctly or produce drawings worth publishing,

anless they are laid out and explained to him under direction of a Botanist, and, as
my locum tenens will probably not be a Botanist, I was going to propose to Govern-

ment that this man’s se
absent; but 1 should be very sorry not to obtain his services again on my return,

as there is much va

ment.
9. With reference to the parasitic plants injurious to forest trees, 1 wonder

d not, in the first instance, refer this question to my depart-

that Government di
ment. It has necessarily received very much attention from me since many

years ; and Colonel Morgan on the Nilgiris and Mr. Ferguson at Nellumbur,
ent, have given special attention to the subject.

rvices should be given over to the Museum whilst 1 am | -

luable work of this nature still to be done in my depart- sl
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