


:‘Nb; 58. Read the following Proceedmgs of the Board of Revenue, dated 1st

it Read the followmg Ietter from W. MﬂQUHAE Esq., Collector of Madura, to

. ,‘«rf . 1874, No. 77—

; ,who was deputed to mspect the Melur T
~ Taluq adjoining it, is the least fertile !‘.ract

Proceedmg: of tlw M adra: Gavemment, Revenue Departmen},
IOtIa Aprzl 1874

T o April 1874, No. 768 :—

e SR GROSE, Esq., Secreta,ry tof 20 Bgard of Revenue, dated 23rd Ma.rch f

o oonntry in the distriet, The soxl is

7 upon small rain-fed tanks, of which
g, there is a good deal of emigration
, in a bad season, it is the place where
ﬁrst a.ppearance.

poor, and irrigation depends almost enti
there are 2,771 in Melur alone. In all "y ;
from this part of the district to Ceylon, and,
actual distress may be expected to make i ite

2. The Deputy-Collector suggests—- 'fj;

(1.) That all estimates already prepa Yed for the repa.u' of lrngamm-works in
Melur be sanctioned, and the work execnv,'d at once. Between April 1873 and
February 1874, estimates, amounting %o Hupees 14,350, were countersigned and
sent to the District Engineer, and many ¢ of § 'e’fae'“works have not been commenced.
Orders for their immediate exseution xmght e i
ment. b
(2.) That the Kunnathar tank be rep ved. The District Engineer has been
asked whether the estimate for the repal@:: f sthis tank can be sent in at once.

{(3.) That the Local Fund roads from r ‘to Shevagnngah and from Mad'nra
to Alagarcovﬂ be pushed on. The Diﬁd
this-done, and sufficient funds are availak

3. The Deputy-Collector thinks that #r
he mentions will prevent distress till th ‘
scason. He is intimately acquainted wi

“petent to form a correct opinion regardmg
unfortunately he has been suffering from :
has not yet seen so many v111ages as.
‘remmsmn of punJah a,ssesament in ghm

edmte expend:ture on the works
nmencement of the next cultwatmg'
iis district, and no one is more com-
'acﬁﬂal stabe of any part of it; but;‘-” |

condiffon of Melur Taluq , .
2. 1 took a tour into the talnq in mh dir

the whole talug, and I actually visited fifteen wi
o " According to ‘the rain reporta kepf. in e&l uq_and those furnished by vﬂlgge-oﬂicam,
there is no questxon as to the scantiness of the uﬁp ng the cnmsnt official year. It m




Proceedings of the Madrda :.Gjii)verizmeni, Revenue Department,
S 10th April-1874.

remarked here that even these rains did ol Bll generally throughout the talaq, or at least
thﬁoush::; &nZ aect;on t:f t',heh ta.luqi- Wh ] here Was rain in one vﬂlage, the éeighboui-ing
vitiage had none.  Instances have also come to ‘my observation i crca o - dBOl
~ partly fayoured with rains and partly nbzfng‘ % m:! Ql-)?m‘ahon’ R e
- 4. In about thirty villages of the
- dry lands in the month of April or May, an
of August or September for the second erop ; :
+ raised on dry lands, the sowing season comm from July, Accordingly the vais ;
- in May, were availed of for sowing cumb But there l'x?:lyng minlgtz; :hﬁf;:;inn;; ;‘t:;h ::1;
L July, the result, as may be expected, seems ti have been almost a ftilut“a:ofrhm&t;' The cro
 raiged in the subsequent months have ‘suffered for want of good rains in 6&5‘0& up;
Vgo;:t:;r:m;l(’imre was one heavy rain m ', which, however, was, for the most part, too late
5. On the whole, it may be said, wi
a half of the average produce, and that in
because no ryot appeared to possess, at
talug, which is well known to supply the
 pulse grains of black, green, aud horse-grar
high pries of those species at this time f th

b b been the practice to 50W & lpeem of cumbu on
Pulse grains on the same lands in the month
‘the other parts of the talu only one erop ia

ﬁ exaggeration, that only one-half of the taluq reaped
T ::’ the villages there was only a nominal harvest y

'y ‘M‘niry. any surplus stock in hand. This
bg: 'MI'.r‘kat‘&nd other adjoining districts with staple

iled to do 8o this year. Hence, the exorbitant

the ryots are entitled to any speeial indulgence on
to take conjointly into consideration what has
been the outturn of their wet cultivation ;
e e;‘jbmuse Melur is neither a wet nor [a dry talug,
" and becange there is, hardly a village in which
ompensated by the good outturn of the other.
it would appear that the 8season was not favour-
i benefited by streams from Nutham hillg (even these
do not bring down a continual supply), the Hialug, consisting of tanks, depends entirely upon rains.
The tanks being generally small, and not eajpable of holding water sufficient to produée & crop, and
the rains, subsequent to the planting season » having been very little, as already stated, wet erops
commenced to wither just at the time of the: sprouting of the ears, and thers would have been an
entire failure of paddy-crop, had not the re in, which fell in the beginning of December last, saved
them to a little extent. Excepta very few peculiarly favoured villages, the general nunjah t;uttnrn
of the taluqis supposed to have beer'a little} above a quarter of the average, omitting the extensive
~ shavi that has taken place out of account.
8. Under these circumstances, I eofgsider it necessary that, in addition to remissiong on
Sliavi toporied Rs: 15,000, account of nunjah, which will be regulated
; , .} Becording to the rules by the settling officer, a
_percentage remission on the punjah hol mgl must also be granted to a selected number of vmagia
where both nunjah and punjah hove beer. a failure, and where the ryots are, in consequence, not i;.
a position to pay the Government deman, ith@nt‘feeling it a hardship. ' I will submit shortly my
- proposals on the receipt of inform mi the talug, ' al b e
9. Thave, however, to bring to
. emigrated to Ceylon or to some
~ the harvest has not '

'im’hiimn@._

account of their dry lands, it becom

ROINJAN RSt
Ngah o0 L

7. But, from what has been already
able for nunjah also. Excepting a few vil

e that, most sifected, some ryots have
ura Talug, or in the Shevagungah Zemindari, where

) or borrowing money for thejr
will be & good season for coday cultivation, the
difficulty in maintaining themselves wstil they

in Melur Talug, whi’cl‘n‘*'hm, up to
and the works commenced at the

el T
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Proceedings of the Madras Gove 'mment Revenue Department,
10th Apﬂ%

o

1574,

. !

Nore.—Ihave ascertained from the Talug Over
8,100, have been submitted for sanction. ‘ "‘;

(2.) That repairs to the large tank of Kunna ur village, in M?.dnra ’J.'.'a.luq., which is in th‘ :
proximity of the said affected villages, and which is in need of repair, be likewise ordered to be
undertaken at the beginning of April. It is said tha
framing an estimate to this tank.

(8.) That the next year’s allotment for the : : -
gungah, sanctioned by the Local Fand Board at early part of the current official year, be
ordered to be worked ous in the commencement of the year, The work does not appear to make
a fair progress under the contractor, the amount sperit up to the end of February being only about

1,000 Rapees, though the allotment was Rupees 5, 0. :

(4.) The construction of a road from Melur “";.;ﬁ.iagarcovil, which has also been sanctioned,
should likewise be undertaken. Sl

11. If the above suggestions were carried out| I believe, the ryots in question will have no
cause to feel any distress until the ensuing cult",iv: ting season. Some of the above works are -
likely to benefit the ryots of the Madura Talug alao tho are, in my opinion, not placed in a better
circumstance than those for whose benefit their ear ¥ execution is now recommended. i

12. I would have submitted this report some time ago, had I not been labouring with fever
for the last ten days. B

truction of the road from Melur to Sheva-

(True C

(Signed)  W. McQUHAE,
i S Collector.

SusmirTeD for the orders of Govern
2. Theinformation given regarding th

to show that some exceptional remission_s wiﬂh@mto be g‘rqnted eventually’- bak
that work is the thing which is most.urgently required. » ; -

3. The Board think the Colleotarfsh%ﬂ‘_
Local Fund Board, to employ alargernu‘ig er of Overso | : ual
in supervising wor,k on roads. Without suc mpervxsmz}, the w@rk will be bmﬂy
done, and the daily payment of labourers will be impossible. All the. r.oa&-mrork 1
: he Board, so that the President might

of Overscers and Maistries than usual

entered in the budget has been approved‘@;___
be authorized to push on with it at once, tkough : 7
Eioxi:d by Government. He should also ¢ ular‘and, if necessary, repmsqnt to ,
ﬁhe Loca.l Fund Board the expediency pf iﬂgct_iomng work upon wells and_.‘;-‘p‘qug
which supply drinking water. R £ G
4. The suggestions that the repairs to migahon-workg, which h.i.w- been
already estimated for, should be commenc ;M -Q”f’e’ ‘a?d tha.t the repair of the
Kunnathur tank should be undertaken saemi‘to be judicious. In the case of these
works, also, more supervision than usual will be necessary, and thg hbomsexs’ 5%

~ long as the distress lasts, should be paid dail 7. ,

*

5. With regard to the exceptional remission, the Board await the promised
report. As at present informed, they think it will be best to give remission on the
ground that some particular crop, such as varagu, has failed conspicuously through-
out a tract where there has been no compemt{ihg profit from wet erops.

that estimates, amounting to Rupees X

measurements were made a year ago for

"P dfﬁthe Meiur Taluq is sﬁﬁeie'nt_ - i

h the budget has not been sanc-
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vy olMelur Talug, Mudura District.—Approves
- Boacd's suggestions for the itimedists commenda-
:ment, of - certiin Works dn ==+ :udirects  tha .
employment of cxiraOverachs, ot¢. 16 be srranged
by Diblic Works Departisent ; 368 refera the
uestion of repuirivy the Kunoihus tank to that =
epartigent. NS o ke . G
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