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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmen}»,
10tk April 1874, | o

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 1st :
s . April 1874, No. 768 :— : B

Read the following letter from W. McQUHAE, Esq., Collector of Madura, to
J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 23rd March
1874, No. 77— : '

~ Wira reference to the Board’s Proceed,ings, dated 12th March 1874, No. 557,
I Lave the honour to submit copy of a reporg; from the Additional Deputy-Collector,
who was deputed to inspect the Melur Taluq. This talug, with the part of Madura |
Taluq adjoining it, is the least fertile tract ?;’of country in the district. The soil is
poor, and irrigation depends almost entirely upon small rain-fed tanks, of which

- there are 2,771 in Melur alone. In all years, there is a good deal of emigration-
from this part of the district to Ceylon, am{d, in a bad season, it is the place where
actual distress may be expected to make it : first appearance. '

No. 58.
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2. The Deputy-Collector suggests— _
(1.) That all estimates already prepa,yed for the repair of irrigation-works in

Melur be sanctioned, and the-work executed at once. Between April 1873 and
February 1874, estimates, amounting to IRupees 14,350, were countersigned and : £
sent to the District Engineer, and many of §hese works have not been commenced. i
Orders for their immediate exécution might}be issued in the Public Works Depart- B
ment. - : . ;

_ (2.) That the Kunnathur tank be repagred. The District Engincer has been
asked whether the estimate for the repair of jthis tank can be sent in at once.

'(3.) That the Local Fund roads from 3plur to Shevagungah and from Madura
‘to Alagarcovil bo pushed on. The District Engineer has been requested to have -
this-done, and sufficient funds are available.

3. The Deputy-Collector thinks that mmediate expenditure on the works
he montions will prevent distress till the cornmencement of the next cultivating PP
‘scason. Ileis intimately acquainted with tﬁlis district, and no one is more com-
< petent to form a correct opinion regarding tlgle actual state of any part of it ; but
unfortunately he has been suffering from fevier since his arrival, and consequently
has not yet seen so many villages as I ntended. Revised proposals for the
_remission of punjah assessment in this takuq will be submitted shortly, some
"modifications being necessary in the .propofals made in my !stter of the 24th
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February last.
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From P. SOOBIEN, Temporary Deputy-éollector, B)';adura,_ to W. McQUHAE, Esq., Collector of
. Madura, dated 17¢s March 1874.

ApveErTING to your letter, No. 255, I have the fronour to submit a brief report on the present
condiflon of Melur Talug. 4 .

2. 1 took a tour into the talug in each directioin whereby I was able tolearn the state of

the whole taluq, and I actually visited fiftcen villages;. =

8. According to the rain reports kept in the valug and those furnished by village-officers,

~ there is no question ay to the scantiness of the rains ’during the current official year. It must be i
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- throughout any secction of the talug. = While th
village had none. Instances haye also ¢

. dry lands in the month of April or May,

- July, tho result, a8 may be expected, seems t

' emigrated to Ceylon or to some villages in X

- could reap the fruits.

Proceedings of the Madrqs Government, Revenue Depariment,

——— .

remarked here that even thege rains did noﬁl fall generally throughout the talug, or at least
ere w28 rain in one village, the neighbouring -

i ome to my observation, in which the same’ village was :
partly favoured with rains and partly not, ™ .

4. In about thirty villages of the taluq, P has been the practice to 80w & species of cumbu on

and [to sow pulse grains on the same lands in the month
of August or September for the second erop ; fhile in the other parts of the t

raised on dry lands, the sowing season commerheing from July, Accordingly, the rains, which fell *
in May, were availed of for sowing cumbu.- Byt there having been little or no rain in June and

bave been almost a failure of harvest. :

ey @ a

N ovember. There was one heavy rain in Dece
to do any good. - - o
5. On the whole, it may bo said
a half of the average produce, & ;
because no ryot appeared to possess, 2t the tirhe of my inquiry, 8oy surplus stock in hand. This
talug, which is well known to supply the Madihrg market and other adjoining districts with staple -
pulse graius of black, green, and horse-gramcy hag failed to do s
high price of those species at this time of the year, o
6. Before, however, determining whethd.r the ryots are entitled to any special indulgence on
account of their dry lands, it becomes neceSTary to take conjointly into consideration what has |

- e by e
P

- 25,  been the outtarn of their wet cultivation ; '
Panjsh .. e e eee e e e - 98,000 beca 'y 3 H ’ o
Nugjah  woo ii eer v per e ver aee e 1141000 . uge Melur 18 neither a wet nor K] dl‘y ta'luq-

and becavse there is_hardly & village in which

¢ compensated by the good outturn of the other, 5».’
7. But, from what has been already Siated, it would appear that the season was not favour- :

able for nunjah also. Excepting a fow villagzes benefited by streams from Nutham bills (even thess :
do not bring down a continual supply), the falug, consisting of tanks, depends entirely upon rains.
The tanks being generally small, and not cajpable of holding water sufficient to produce & crop,
the rairs, subsequent to the planting seasorp, having been very little, as already stated, wet ¢
commenced {o wither just at the timo of thg: sprouting of the ears, an
entire failure of paddy-crop, had not the r in, which fell in the beginning of December last, saved
them to a little extent. Except a very few eculiarly favoured villages, the general nunjah outturn |
of the talug is supposed to have beer a little! above a quarter of the average, omitting the extensiye f‘

the failure of one description of crops couldfnot b

and |
rops ;
d there would have been an (

shavi that has taken place out of account.

- 8 Under these circumstances, I cotygider it necessary that, in addition to remissions on

8bavi reported Rs, 18,000. account of nunjah, ‘which will

Pt
{

» bo regulated ;
L o bccording to the rules by the settling officer, a *
percentage remission on the punjah holdin must also be granted to a selected number

where both nunjah and punjah have bect. a ailure, and where the ryots are, in conse

3 position to pay the Government demand Wiithout feelin

proposals on the receipt of information from the talugq.
9. T havo, however, to bring to your

of villages,
quence, not in :
g it a hardship. ' I will submit shortly my jl/
8ome ryots have !
Zemindari, where |
money for their%
cultivation, the !
elves until.theyi

otice that, in villages most affected,
(adura Talug, or in the Shevagungah
the harvest has not yet censed ; others arﬁ selling their cattle or borrowing
subsistence. 1 think that, even supposing {there will be a good season for coday
people of the above-mentioned villages wil]é feel difficulty in maintaining thems
-10." T wonld, therefore, suggest— , ' L o0
(L) That all estimates for repairs of} irrigation-works in Melur Talug, which have, up fo ;
this time, been submitied for sanction, may be sanctioned at once, and the works commenced at the !
very boginning of the next official year. e : T }

10th April- 1814, ~ |

aluq only one cropis

this year. Heuce, the exorbitant
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" long as the distress lasts, should be paid dail

Pioceedings of the Madras G ove‘\-‘brnment Revenue Department,
N 10th April; 1674, |

! . )
Norx.—1have ascertained from the Talug Overseer that estimates, amouunting to Rupeegl
8,100, have been submitted for sanction. T

2.) That repairs to the large tank of Knnna.%bbur village, in Madura 'l.‘aluq., which is in the
oxi(mi.zy of the said affected villages, and which is in need of repair, be likewise ordered to be
pr

] .
s s i is said th ts were made a year ago for
undertaken at the beginning of April. It is said ‘h;"‘t measuremen y 8 .

i imate to this tank. { - .
framl(l:)an;zz:u;:e pext year's allotment for the cc?'ustruct.ion of the road from Melu.r to Sheva-

rah, sanctioned by the Local Fuod Board at tl;xe early part of the current official year, be
. N be worked out in the commencement of tl%e year. The work does not a[.)pear to make
or? e-:edrzo reZs under the contractor, the amount spent up to the end of February being only’ ahout
:,g(l)OpRugpees, though the allotment was Rupees 5,0:00.

(4.) The construction of a road from Melur tor Alagarcovil, which has also been sanctioned,
should likewise be undertaken. |

11. If the above suggestions were carried out) I believe, the ryots in question will have no

to feel any disiress until the ensuing cultivating season. Some of the above works are
cause ’

likely to benefit the ryots of the Madura Talug also,>who are, in my opinion, not placed in a better
clir:uymstance than those for whose benefit their earliy execution is now recommended. .

L . L . . r

12. I would bave submitted this report some t'une ago, bad I not been labouring with feve

for the last ten days. :
' (True Copy.)

(Signed)  W. McQUHAE,

Collector,

SuemrrTED for the orders of Government.

2, The information given regarding the state of the Melur Taluq is sufficient
to show that some exceptional remissions will hav.e to be granted eventqally, bgt
that work is the thing which is most.urgently required. o .

3, The Board think the Collector should be authorized, as ??refudent of the;
Local .Fund Board, to employ a larger number of Overscers and Maistries than usua

g . s ision, the work will be badly -

L ising work on roads. Without suck supervision, the ‘

‘ :;:) ::p:::;stl;: daily payment of labourers will be impossible, All the road-work -
)

entered in the budget has been approved by the Board, so that the President might

" be authorized to push on with it at once, tkough the budget has not been sanc-

tioned by Government. He should also cousider and, if necessary, represent ;o
t;oniocaly Fund Board the expediency of sanctioning work upon wells and ponds
e .; "
which supply drinking water. | o . . |
4. The suggestions that the repairs to irrigation-works, which have been

‘already estimated for, should be commenced at once, .‘1_‘_“1 that the repair of the
Kunoathur tank should be undertaken seem to be judicious. In the case of these

works, also, more supervision than usual will be necessary, and the labourers, so
’ 3 . .

.

- 5. With regard to the exceptional remission, the Board qwait tl.le _promised
report. As at present informed, they think it will be b?st to give remission on the
ground that some particular crop, such as varagu, hasfailed conspicuously through-
out a tract.where there has been no compensating profit from wet crops.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
S 10th April 1874,
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b |
OroEr TnEreoy, 10th April 1874, No. 433.

Y

No. 59,

g Excellency the Governor in
Council- approves of the Buggestions

Miscellaneoua, ‘ , -

o A,

commencement of the works ente
irrigation-works in the Melur 1

Maistries in both casos appears ‘desirgble, and it will be considered in the Pu]_’hc
Works Department how this can b¢ o ranged.,

2. The ‘question of tlie repair gf Kunuathur tank will be referred to the
. Public Worky Department, | ‘ "

red il the Local Fund Budget, as well as of the
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;(TAru’_Extmct.) - o
| (Signed) €. . MASTER,

Acting Secretary to Government.
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