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# ~ - ‘ to Government, Public Works Department, dated Camp at Ousilumputty, -
16th January 1874, No. 4,255:=". . _
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o . Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, _
g ’ 18th Mubch 1874, : |
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3 No. 511+ . Read the following letter frcm Licut.-Colonel R. A. ROBERTS, R.E,, ’ %

! District Engineer, Madura, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary %

[

‘i

P .
IIavixG inspected the new Goodaloor Ghaut on the 10th to 12th instant, I

have the honour to submit the followingt "emarks for the information of Govern -
. : 1
' R

-

e e
- Y R

ment. .
2. The ghaut will be fully complefct‘l by the end of this month, with the
exception of No. 4 Dridge (25 feet span) 5n the 2nd mile from the Tavalum, and
that b‘ndtgc will be finished during the fuilowing month, _ A
i et 8. Licutenant:Greer, R.E., is to change his camp to the foot of the ghaut
- about the 20th instant, when the water in the river will be low enoug'h to enable
. him to commence the foundations of the 70 fuet bridge over the Vyravanar.
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. 4. Great difliculty is 9x1>e1~ieﬁced in obtaining the nocessai'y ‘tiwber for this
. bridge, and it is extremely. problematical therefore that the wood-work will be
fully complcted during the current year. :

t

! o 5. All the teak trees close to the .ghaut have been uscd by Licutenant Greer

'l A E . "7 for the other bridges, and although application was made by that oflicer about four
months ago {p the Travancore authn}'ities for information as to tho price at which

the timber required by him would be supplied by the L'ravancore Circar, no

intimation in reply Lias been received up to date. ‘ _

6. As regards the road from the foot of the ghaut to Goodaloor, the earth-
work Tor the whole length ‘6fthe road:will becompleted by the end of the oflicial
year and most of the metalling collécted, and tho first 1} miles from the foot of
‘the ghaut will be fully completed; ;_ I R ‘

7. 1 have no hesitation in reporting that thé Government have every reason
to be satisfied with the Vei'y s'atisfactogy‘»-ﬁfan’riar in which tho ghaut work has
* . peen executed by Licutcnant Greer, R.E. There can be no question but that in

any country it would be considered a remarkably fine piece of work; and taking

into consideration that the whole work has been done by daily labour, and without
y thé assistance of a single skilled F oreman OT Overseer, ‘it is a proof of the skill and
5 gystematic management evinccd by Lieutenant Greer in the successful conduct of

the work within the limits of the estimate. ' : s o
' 8. The only confrelcmps that have occurred have been’ the landslips, occa-
¢ h sioned by the slopes to the sido cutting having beon omitted, accordtx.i; “to.
I Licutenant-Colonel Farewell’s recommendation. In my opinion, and I trust”that
I shall be allowed the remark, the total elimination from the. estimate ot" th? ite.m
for these slopes was a mistake, It is true that the so:ll met with on the hill side is,
in great part, firm and stable, and will, under such cucumstiances, stam% perpend}- '
cular for a modcrate height ; yet a great portion is very far fro.m being of this e g
\ . description, and not only this but tho firm portion.sare covercd W:lth a peaty earth !

e from two to three feet thick, and it is impossible to cxpect that h}gh banks Vcoated -
( ) . with such earth will stand perpendicular. The absence of these sides slopoes will, I LR
' feel satisfied, bo the causoe of gravé juconvenience to the traffic hereafter in‘ the ‘,f: g
landslips that must be expected after every heavy downpour of rain,
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: 18¢h uh*c/z 1874,

e 3

-No. 512.

1 takr‘ the opportun ty o uqueh that *he necessary steps may be taken
to grrange for fixing definitively the pc,uulary of the Travancore Circar at the
top of the ghaut. Licutenant Greer ", 511. Jacob, the Acting Chief Engincer of
The

tho Travancore Government, canncty e to an arreeracnt on this point.
s X . .-
atural foatures of the water-sked in the

cause of divergence of opinien iz that ¢

vicinity have Leen (:oxmidcm‘uly'cha?‘* . by the faet of the Goodaloor people

having in anciput times constructid a ¢ tucl to divert the drainage water from

tho Travancore side into their limits, %’
10, Lieuterent Greer considers ﬁ at the natural water-shed before this

channel was excavated was at the gpob of the present rock saddle, and T cannot

bat conenr with him on this point. As Mr. Jacol, however, hesitates to accept

this spot as the boundary, it is very desirable that the question should be defini-
tively scttled. .

11. I also také the opportunity tq Lyring fo nctica that no instructions have
yet been received regarding the traveller’s bungalow recommeunded by the

~ Collector to be constructed at Cumbum, and referred to in youp memorandura,
. No. 347, dated Gth September 1873.

1 uudcrqtzmd that the Travancove Planters
would rather prefir Goodaloor as the site for the bungalow on accoent of its

convenient distance from the foot of the ghaut. But as Goodaloor is a feverizh

place, it secms preferable to build the bungalow at Cumbum, as recommended by :

Mr. MeQuliae.

12, In conclusion, T thiuk it only i *ht to point out that whereas the Resident
of Travancore Las, in hls letters printed with G. O., 6th March 1872, No. 82, in
the Political Department, and G, 0., 31st January 1‘573. Neo. 199, in the Revenuc
Department, put considerable pressure npon the Madras (xoumment “ta open out
a cart ghaut up to Goodaloor at heud of the Cumbum valley as a part of a grand
line of communication between thie East and West Coast,” that tho road that is
now being made by the Travancore Government as a part of this ‘orand line of
communication’ is sunply a winding traﬂL, 14 feet wide, cut through the jun"le
without, as X understand, masunry werks or a scrap of metal thereon

18. During the south west monsoon such a raad, constructed in such a
'locahty, will be little betier then a bog for its entire len"tu. And I think it my
duty to make the Government aware of this fact, conside

ricg the great expenses
they bave inenrred 3a constructing a first-class gh&ut and road from the Travan-
core boundury 1o Goodaloor snd Cumbum,

14 With the Railway constructed through the Madura District to Tuticorin,
the natural outlet for the produce of the I‘ravar core Hills{in the vicinity of
Goodaloor) is by the Cumbum valley to that port, but it is fcurc\l that with such

a road as that constructmw by the Travancoro (xovcrnmcnt the minimnura amourt
of facility will be offcred to the trafic in question.

Oxrrer ToFREON, 18th March 1874, X

! CIVIL WORKS, No.

VO, 7-.)0

s Exw]xency the Governor in Coun-
¢il has reccived with much satisfacticn

D

-~

with the work of opening up the new Goodaloor Glaut, aud road from its foot,
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letter are such as must always be expected on a new ghaut.

" To the Inspecting Engineer for Communications. - - ' L

Proceedmo's of the Madras Government, “Public Works Department
_ 184 March 1874.

- which reflects great credit on Lieutenant Greer R.E, to who:o energy, skll) and

good management Licutenant-Culonel Roberts rrrht]y attmbutes its good and
speedy execution within the estimate. &G - '

2. When the season’s work is completcd Licutenant Greer will hold himself
in readiness to proceed to the Godavery, wii e it is antlclpated that his services
ay be-required. .

8. The District Enginecr’s letter lek’be commumcated to the Residentin
Travancore, in order that the aitention of the Travancore Government may be
specially drawn to the subjeé‘ﬁ of its Sth, 9¢a, 10th, and 12th to 14th paragraphs.
That of the Revenue Board will be dravyn in the Revenue Department to the sub-
ject of paragraph 11, with a view to further r%port as to the sources from which such
accommodation may be provided. Itisnot a proper charge against the popular
rates of the district. In the meantime no expenditure will be incurred.

4. The landslips alluded to in the 8th paragraph of the District Engineer’s

The cost of their
removal should be defrayed from the maintenance allowance, for which provision
has been made in the Provmcml Budget of 1874-75.

e (True Extract.)

| ‘6%W@%lonel, RE,

Secretary {o Government.

,, District Engineer,” Madara. . .
Godavery.

. Resident Travencore.
,,» Revenue Department. /
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Proceedmtr: of the Madras Government, Revenue Departnient,
1st April 1874,

Read the following papers :—

Proceedm"s of the Board of Revenue, dated 17th Se ptember 1873,
' : Miscellaneous No 6,095.

Read the follomno letter from W. MCQUHAE Esq., Collector of Madura, to

No. 25.

+J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Davadana- -

patti, 10th Aur*ust 1873, No. 262.

“Wito reference to the Board’s Mlscellaneous order, No. 5,105, dated 13th
August, communicating the order of Governmcnt Public Works Department, dated -
31st July, No. 1,916, I llave the honour to suggest that the extreme unhealthiness
of the site proposed for a travcllers’ bungalow in paragraph 3 is deserving of
~consideration. The head of the new Goodaloor ghaut is a place where no e1v1hzed

man can safely sleep for four or five months in the year, and a bungalow there will |

be comparatively useless as a travellers’ rest-house. It is about 50 miles from the
head of the ghaut to Periacolum, and a resting place below the ghaut somewhere
near Cumbum would be most uscful at all seasous of the year. '

SussarTeD for the orders of Government with reference to the Gevernment

~ order, dated 6th August 1873, No. 41, Revenue Department.

No.26.  Proceedings of tho'Madras Government, Public Works Department,

~ dated 18th March 1874, No. 750.

. Read the following letter from Lieut.-Colonel R.A. ROBERTS, R.E., District,

Engincer, Madura, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Gov-

ernment, Public Works Depa.rtment dated Ca.mp at Oosxlumputty, 16th
January 1874, No. 4,255 :—

- Havixa mspected the new Goodaloor Ghaut on the 10th to 12th instant, 1
have the honour to submit the following remarks for the mformatxon of Govern-
ment.

2. The ghaut will be fully completed by the end of this month; with the
exception of No. 4 Dridge (25 feet span) on the 2nd mile from the Tavalum, and

that bridge will be finished during the following month,

3. Licutenant Greer, R.E., is to change his camp to the foot of the ghaut

“ about the 20th instant, when the water in the river will be low encugh to enable

him to commence the foundations of the 70 feet bridge over the Vyravanar.

4. Great difficulty is cxpenenced in obtaining the necessary timber for this
bndve, and it is extremely problematical therefore that the wood-work will be
fully completed during the current year.

5. All the teak trees close to tho ghaut have been used by Licutenant Greer
for the other bridges, and although application was made by that officer about four

months ago to the Travancore authorities for information as to the price at which
the timber required by him would be supplied by the '.lravancvre Clrcar, no .
intimation in reply has been received up to date.

6. - As regards the road from the foot of the ghaut to Goodaloor the earth-
work for the whole length of the road will be completed by the end of the official
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Proceedmtr: of the Madras Government, Revenue Departnient,
1st April 1874,

Read the following papers :—

Proceedm"s of the Board of Revenue, dated 17th Se ptember 1873,
' : Miscellaneous No 6,095.

Read the follomno letter from W. MCQUHAE Esq., Collector of Madura, to

No. 25.

+J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Davadana- -

patti, 10th Aur*ust 1873, No. 262.

“Wito reference to the Board’s Mlscellaneous order, No. 5,105, dated 13th
August, communicating the order of Governmcnt Public Works Department, dated -
31st July, No. 1,916, I llave the honour to suggest that the extreme unhealthiness
of the site proposed for a travcllers’ bungalow in paragraph 3 is deserving of
~consideration. The head of the new Goodaloor ghaut is a place where no e1v1hzed

man can safely sleep for four or five months in the year, and a bungalow there will |

be comparatively useless as a travellers’ rest-house. It is about 50 miles from the
head of the ghaut to Periacolum, and a resting place below the ghaut somewhere
near Cumbum would be most uscful at all seasous of the year. '

SussarTeD for the orders of Government with reference to the Gevernment

~ order, dated 6th August 1873, No. 41, Revenue Department.

No.26.  Proceedings of tho'Madras Government, Public Works Department,

~ dated 18th March 1874, No. 750.

. Read the following letter from Lieut.-Colonel R.A. ROBERTS, R.E., District,

Engincer, Madura, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Gov-

ernment, Public Works Depa.rtment dated Ca.mp at Oosxlumputty, 16th
January 1874, No. 4,255 :—

- Havixa mspected the new Goodaloor Ghaut on the 10th to 12th instant, 1
have the honour to submit the following remarks for the mformatxon of Govern-
ment.

2. The ghaut will be fully completed by the end of this month; with the
exception of No. 4 Dridge (25 feet span) on the 2nd mile from the Tavalum, and

that bridge will be finished during the following month,

3. Licutenant Greer, R.E., is to change his camp to the foot of the ghaut

“ about the 20th instant, when the water in the river will be low encugh to enable

him to commence the foundations of the 70 feet bridge over the Vyravanar.

4. Great difficulty is cxpenenced in obtaining the necessary timber for this
bndve, and it is extremely problematical therefore that the wood-work will be
fully completed during the current year.

5. All the teak trees close to tho ghaut have been used by Licutenant Greer
for the other bridges, and although application was made by that officer about four

months ago to the Travancore authorities for information as to the price at which
the timber required by him would be supplied by the '.lravancvre Clrcar, no .
intimation in reply has been received up to date.

6. - As regards the road from the foot of the ghaut to Goodaloor the earth-
work for the whole length of the road will be completed by the end of the official
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year and most of the metalling collected, and the first 1} miles from tho foot of
the ghaut will be fully completed. ,

7. I have no hesitation in reporting that the Government have every. reason
to be satisfied with the very satisfactory manner in which the ghaut work h;}s
‘been excented by Licutenant Greer, LE.  There can be no question but that in

any country it would be considered a remarkably fine picce of work ; and taking

into consideration that the whole work hus been done by daily labour, and without
the assistance of a single skilled Foreman or Overscer, it i3 a proof of the skill-and

eystematic management evinced by Lieutenaut Greer in the successful conduct of
the work within the limits of the estimato,

8 The enly conlrelemps that have occurred have been the landslips, occa-

si?ned by the slopes to tho side cutting having been omitted, according to
Lieutenant-Colonel Farewells recommendation.. In my opinion, and I trust that
-1 shall be allowed the remark, the total climination from the estimate of the item
fOT these slopes was a mistake.” It is true that the soil mct with on the hill side 18]
1F great part, firm and stable, and will, under sucl circumstances, stand®perpendi-
c‘.‘lar'f“‘: a moderate height; yeta great portion is very far from being of this
?Gscrlptlo.n, and not only this but the firny portions arc covered with a peaty carth
‘:?S: ::’:{lto tvlt‘lme’.f‘-'et thick, and it is wpossible to expect that high banks co?ted
el satis;ﬁeedilb; \:;11; ::t:l;‘se of"P‘-"ndic?lar. Tl}o absence of these sides slo.pes leli,hi
landsling 11 grave wconvenience to the traffic hereafter in
| SUps that must be expected after every beavy Wown £ rai
pour of rain.

9. T take the o :
Pportunity to request t) Joss: ay be taken
to arrange for fixing deﬁniti\vy q 'at the necessary steps may

top of the ghaut, Lieyt .
' . enant Greer and ¢ ing Chief Engineer of
the Travancore Government, e gy o e e this ot

cuuse of divergene .-, eannot come to an agrecment on this point. The
vicinit haveéint-e ¥ obinion is that the patural features of the water-shed in the
Y ¢en considerably changed, by the fact of the Goodaloor peoplo

ucted a channel to divert the drainage water frow
limity '

d pe

baving in ancient times consty

ancore side into their
o 100 L. - h . e
channel Wa;‘;‘:ce:llithrecr considers that tlg natural water-shed before this
210 Was at the spot of the present rock saddle, and I cannot

As Mr. Jacob, however, hesitates to accept

esirable that the question should be defini-

1 Talgo take the o
| received
Collector to Le co

ns 3 y
No. 517, dutes o seoaa u and referred to in your memorandum,
would rather  profey (l}o:(]i Tr e o et hat tho Travancors ot
oo distai};e-ﬁom '3120; as the site for the bungalow on account of its
Dlane, it mros pretonnt] oot of the ghaut.  But as Goodaloor is a feverish

rable i
Mr. MecQuliae. tQ‘E?fld the bungalow at Cuwbun, as recommended by
12,

of Travay

pportunit
regarding the
tructed at Cupy

¥ 9 bring to notice that no instructions have

bum,

In conclusion, I thigk it\.c'x\n'lj
aucore has, in his letterg priute
teal Department, and G, 0., 3

'igllf to point out thut whereas the Resident
d WG, QL Oth March 1872, No. 82, 1n
Lst Juuuary 1872} No. 199, in tho Revenuo

\.

e ook B Ay s Mt A - ot a7 W SN

ely the boundary of the Travangore Circar at the .
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4

- Department, put considerable pressure upon the Madras Government “ to open out
a cart ghaut up to Goodaluor at Lead © othe Cumbum_ valley as a part of a grand
line of commuuication between the F  .and West Coast,” that the road that is
mow being made by the Travancore (Jo';crnment us & part of this ‘grand line of
communication’ is simply a winding track, 14 fect wide, cut through the jungle

- without, as I understand, masonry. works or a scrap of metal thereon. :
"~ 13, During the south-west monsoon such a road, constructed in such a
loculity, will be little bettor than a bog for its entire length.  And I think it my

" duty to make the Government aware of this fact, conéidering the great expensc,

they have incurred in constructing a first-class ghaut and road from the Travan-
core boundary to Goodaloor and Cumbum.

14. With the Railway constructed through the Madura District to Tuticorin,
the natural outlet for the produce of the Travancore Hills (in-the vicinity of
Goodaloor) is by.the Cumbum valley to that port, but it is feared that with such

a road as that constructing by the Travancore Government, the minimum amount
of facility will be offered to the traflic in question.

“Ilis Excellenty the Governor in Council has received with much satisfaction
this report of the good progress made with the work of opening up the new
Goodaloor Ghaut, and road from its foot, which reflects great credit on Lieutenant
Greer, R.E., to whose energy, skill, and ood management Licutenart-Colonel
Roberts rightly attributes its good and speedy exccution within the estimate.

2. When the season’s work is completed Licutenant Greer will hold himself

may be required. '

-

3. The District Engineer’s lettor will be communicated to the Resident in
Travancore, in order that the attention of the Travancore Government may be
specially drawn to the subjects of its 5th, 9th, 10th, and 12th to 14th paragraphs.

‘That of the Revenue Board_ will be drawn in the Revenue Department to the sub- -
- Jject of paragraph 11, with a view to further report as to the sources from which such

.accommodation may be provided. It isnot a proper charge dgainst the popular
rates of the district. In the meantime no expenditure will be incurred. = -

4. The landslips alluded to in the Sth paragraph of the District Engineer’s
letter are such as must always bo cxpected on a’new ghaut. The cost of their
rewoval should be defrayed from the maintenance allowance, for which provision
Las been made in the Provincial Budget of 1874:75. - o '

~ (True Lxtract.) N B
(Signed) G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E., *
. . T - Secretary to Government.
No. 27, . Orpkr TRERTON, 18t April 1874, No. 417,

Wit reference to the latter part

of paragraph 3 of the order recorded
above, the Government are of opinion

Misccilaneous.

hatt}

W R

.&_ﬂ".-ﬁ“’-‘—,‘ .
SN R

in readiness to proceed to the Godavery, where it is anticipated that his services .

v e e .= N

. s g
NS AN

+
&

PR
S

Y-
K%
,




egrrmeper T s S =
S T AR L R Bt S [RUSR gmpiic, dapnigy (o in PRI ek &
- etk s et it kb o 1 D : Mo SRS SLWEF R L SO T AT A BT

NS S

IR PO 7 Y N L S L) e B

- the funds of that department. L Ty é .

- -
[ RSP R P A

seon t [

>

Proceedings of .the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
st April 1874

e

that, as the building proposed at Goodaloor is wanted solely, for the shelter of

Public Works officers employed in that)mality, it should be coqstructed out of

. . . *
. (True Extract.)
(Signed') C. G. MASTER,
Acting Secretary 10 Governpvni.
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