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‘ Proceedings of tké:l[ad‘r"as Goverament, Revenue Depaiment, S
o 24th March 1874, . e . 4

No. 211. . Read the following Proceedings of the Court of Wards, dated 14th
. A March 1874, No. 500 :— e ' 4
Read the following letter from W. McQUHAE, Esq., Collector of Madura, to
J. GROSE, Esq., Secye@a{r‘y to the Court of Wards, dated Ramnpad, "

ond Mareh 1874, No 905 w0 LT T e e

WirH reference to the Court’s Proceedings, Miscellaneous No. 1,125, dated S
19th Febrnary 1874, 1 have the honour to submit copy of a letter from the Special
. Assistant in charge of the Ramnad Zemindari, datéd 24th February, No. 29. .o

2, 1 have seen the worst part of .the Zemindari, and think that the future
c.ondition of the people depends on the result of the harvest of the Koday crop o
which will be reaped in July. The merchants at Keelakaray expecet grain from "~
' Biarmsh in their own ships, and the prices-at our sca-ports are not likely ever to be
" much higher than they are at Negapatam. I encloso four statenmients which will
give an idea of the existing import and export trade in rice at the ports in the
. Zemindari. The markets are sufficiently supplied, and I have no distress of an

exceptional character to report at present. .

.

rtagy,

Excrosorg Ne, 1.

5 From J. LEE-WARNER, Est:;., Special ,,éi?fstant Collector, Ramnad, to W. McQUHAE, Esq, ‘ .
‘ Collector of Madura, dated 24th February 1874, No. 29. , ,

E I, V- 7L tha.appreh‘ension 435 aRvipgpgcljg_t_e_g‘}}‘mar;kuﬁf;edé%%%a}{::;‘,’ - W;:: ?Z'{., ;;fg:%*" | 3
L/A'“w"‘ﬁfluak’.'UO“Wr()f Wards that, from the.17th to the 20th instant, heavy showers of vain fell throughout ‘ .
' the eutire estate, which, thouizh coming too late to restore the alrealy withercd wet crops, have i
softened the ground for ploughing, have given a prescut supply of water for the cattle as well as
the people, and have revived the hopes of all e to the fature. ~ But for this providential change
in the weather, it is impossible to think how matters would have gone on, where so early in the
. " geason the remaining water in the wells was barely enough for household purposes, and caftle
nad to be taken immense distances to be watered.. - ; .

2. 1 found in my tour, which for purposes of famine prospecting happily termivated at
Sayelgudy, that the ryots, who had settled to remain in their villages for the last season, hop.e 4 to
pull through it somchow or another, the rich belping tho poor ; and their only anxiety was to
gecure 3 positive promise from me that I would send them an advance to commence the repairs of
their tanks_at onco. - 1 saw in my zigzagging rides from illage to villago many a fank which
will pay immediate attention ; end the opinion that I have formed is that it will pay the estate
well to repair the tanks of the Kamudy Talug in preference to any other in this division from eud

-

to end. ‘ )

- 3. ‘Trices of all sorts of grain are now nearly exactly double what they were at this tima last

| var, — 1 aeccuh for this by the badness of last scason, the drain on the market for the supply of

4 ;bc Government in Bengal, and the fact that the Cowledars are generally storing all their share of

the ** Mclwaram,” and not letting the ryots buy it on the ground. If prices rise hereafter, which -
1 bope they will not, and if there are any signs of a scarcity of food-supply, I shall keep you

informed. Unfortunately for the dweller in the south, their known character as thieves and the

awful state of communications over that black cotton and clay sponge act as effectual checks on

{ tho free importation of grain from other places. But I see that the weckly fairs of Kadalady and ”

. Kamudy will make admirable centres at which we can introduce relief into those parts by sending N
down a supply of grain from Xcelakaray and other ports under protection, if even there is a )

- pecessity for taking 80 decided a step,  Luckily it is the normal state of things for the poorcat -
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L Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, ’
24th-March 1874.

' .

37(’:3_ °: thedmost ill-supplied villages on the estate to emigrate in search of gmployment to other
- distriets an to Ceylon, a3 BOOR a3 the crop is of the ground, and this emigration relieves the
%, .~ market for the time. N

4. 1 have only now torequest that you will authorizo my entering the sum of Rupees 7 in the .

o . chuttrum accounts, paid by me in anticipatior of your sanction, for commencing to excavate the

b ’ [ u‘ji“;‘J’&h‘e‘Jm‘»fﬁn"w".ﬁ}vlm:u"4\,‘.,&-./111;:::.4 dpaba Vndyenaandai sbhattrnm -~ g vers ;wnsqarv sartp e
- . the water had already fallen so low that it could only bo collected in ladles, aud smelt offsnsively.

T{;ﬂe rough estimate was only 15 Rupees, but the progress of the digging was interrupted by
the rain,

oy
2

s

5. Iam now going up to the taluqs of Aruno‘othumang'alom and Anumantagudi, wheace I

had receiyed reports prior to this fall of rain, however, that the ryots were crying for labour on
the tanks, and were much distressed for water.

.

Ty,
Eha e (PR

’ ) —

| ’ Encrosoers Nos. 2 to 5. —Statements.

SuprrreD for the information of Government. : :

9. The reports of the Collector and Special Assistant are satisfactory. The
timely full of rain from the 17th to 20th Fobruary ‘seems to have been highly
benoficial in its effects, although too late to save the withered crops.

3. The Court trust to Mr. Lee-Warner to keep them accurately informed of
any change in the prospeets of the Zemindari, and will be glad to learn that the

-. . 1
. 3 o T ¢ are .
: tank.repairs, for which the people socm 8o anzious, bave been put 1n hand, anc.

- ) - Ry gn . - - S lom.. Ve ket ,,,nnno.-wﬂ“"";

3 : e - IR a;» . 3d. PRI gt
| . should be carcfully watehe ared, if necessary, to increase the allotment for tank-
ared,

1. The Gourt will bo prep orks of irrigation in Ramnad must be remune

Judicious expenditure o ¥ ‘
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NO. 212'

RECORDED:

(True Eltract')

‘encd
(Signe zming Secretary {0

C. G' MASTER)

Governient-

To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. W, 1. Frouch.
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