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. From Major R. II. BEDDOME, Inspector of Forests, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, -
dated Ootacamund, 23rd Q_ecember 1873, No. 1,971,

Wi reference to the G. 0., No.1,225, of the 31st of October last, and to the Proceedings
of the Board, dated 12th December 1873, I have the honour to inform you that I am very glad to
geo that Government have reduced the seigniorage rate on firewood for general consumption from
Ropee 1 to Annas 6 per 1,000 lbs, (thongh I should have preferred the 8 Anna rate). I always

~ thought the higher'rate too much, except for the larger sort of firewood in use for the locomotives.

2. 1In all our railway districts strict rules will have to be put in force to prevent firewood
from being cut at the cheaper rate and sold to the railway. :

3. With reference to the question of permitting villagers to cut firewood free for the manu-
facture of the produce of their own lands, I think thas it should be allowed fur all operations of a
petty nature; but where sugar-boiling and such like operations are on a large scale, and c@)nse-
quently carried on by wealthy firms or individuals, or coming under the denomination of factories, I
would advocate a small seigniorage, which mighé, however, be less than the 6 Annas, say one-third
or half, but I doubt if it would be a good policy to give it quite free. At any rate the order should . .
be explicit, and rules should be put in force to prevent firewood cut on such terms or cut free
ever being sold beyond village limits or thrown into the market. This is an important question,
and has always been the source of & great loss in revenue; and as 1 have often pointed out it is uot
so much the ryots’ privileges as the abuse of these that affects our revenue and denudes our
forests ; the cordial assistance of the Revenue autborities can alone keep thisin check. Iron
smelting furnaces, sandal-wood oil stills, and such like operations, will continue, T presume, to pay
a firewood seigniorage as at prescnt; but the orders should be concise on these points.

4. Icsnnot see my way to anything like a good system of Forest Conservancy, or any
efficient check on smuggling, or harmony in working and all abscnce of jealousy, etc., as long a3
gome portions of our jungles remain under the Revenue authorities. Apart from those under the
Forcst Department in one and the same district & double system can never answer, and I see no
difficulty in smalgamating the two administrations ander the new orgatization: and there nced be

. ne difs-Yix so hcoring #be aqs--unts Alntinst .av W‘%—#MM”fn&-s_wLﬂ;::’:wq - <
uch like tracts which are not considered imperial to Local Funds. L e e T e

5. In the same Proceedings the Board protest against my dictum that privileges must .
disappear before railways. Inever intended to imply that any such rights should be suppressed,
but that the wherewithal to supply them would soon cease to be forthcoming in the vicinity of <
railways, except under a strict conservancy, which we have never attcmpted. Year by year T feel e
more certain that a Forest Act of some sort must be brought into force, so that certain rules ]/
<an be strictly enforced. 1 have no wish fo see the agriculturists treated otherwise than liberally; '
but I am very anxious that their rights should be fully understood by all our officers, and not
abused or excecded as they too often are mow. Though Forest Conservancy commenced in this
Presidency we have for some years now been far behind the other Fresidencies in anything like
rules and their observance. Let our rules be as liberal as Government
or the Board may wish to make them, but let them be fully uaderstood by our department and the
Revenue authorities, and give us the power of seeing that they are fully acted up to.
6. In paragraphs 10 and 11 of the Board’s Appendix 1 in the same Proceedings it is implied
that I should have perceived that when 1 Rupee was charged as seigniorage on the bandy-load
- that 3 Annas and 9 Pics should at once have been imposed on the bullock-load and head-load.
The Board may not be aware that the bandy-lond is ge{xerally timber of considerable size, similar
~ 15 that supplicd to the railway, and often iogs and beams, aud _that the bullock-loads and head- ~
loads are generally refuse, often dried sticks picked up in the jungles, and that in many districts
head-loads (bullock-loads are rarely used anywhere) were previously. not taxed at all. If I had been
consulted I should not have proposed such high rates upon this inferior article, and I think that
she Board should have consulted the Head of the Forest Department previous to sending out
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such an ord:r. The order, even afier it wag passed, was never sent to my office, and harving no
knowledge of what went on in the Jungle Conservancy Department
came to my knowledge abeut a year after it had been put in force.
that prove how unsound this dvuble system

7. 1 may hero mention that the use of cattle dung as fucl seemg to be a favourite practice,
and not always consequent upon a scarcity of wood. I Ligve lately seen it in force in densely ‘fo"':’ed
paris in North Canara, where any amount of wood was prozurable for the mere trouble of picking
it up, and I have observed it e]sewhepo under similar circumstances. Itig a practice that should be
discouraged by advice, and by Forest officers and the Revenue officialg pointing out the greater

value of the article as manure ;but I ontinuance could be jusisted on if the
prople will not listen to advice - - -

, it was ouly by accident that it

This is oue of many instances
of conservancy i, )

0 not see how its dise

8. To Appendix 2 under the head * Madura,” the I
that trees standing in the jungles are of no more v
Collectors hold similar views we eannot expect much ¢

9. With referencs to par

oard guote the Collector's observation
alue than the surrounding rocks. If many
onservancy under their administration

agraph 3 of the swme Government Order, I would recommend that
Government should do a]] in i3 power 1o purchase up all private tracts of furests in our railway
districts; unless this ig dune it will be a most difiicult matter to regulate the supply of fucl to the

riilways, or to place it oy & system with ruspect to annual repreduction,
be coapletely put a stap to, ' )

10. T wonldale recommend that {] o seigniorage on railway fuel be raised to Rupees 1-8-0

per 1,000 Tbs. (after dug notice) for the next thres years ; the question to be again considered at
the end of that period, : -

and smugzling c.n never

Vo With reference 1o tha prev
supply to the railways, the subje
our fuel reserves in each of
siquare mile,

ention of ranid deforestment,
et is a difficult one unti] we hav
the railway districts anj the annual
and also the anyyal reproduction of firewoo

and the general questivn of fuel
© correct data ag to the area of

U in tracts outside the reserves withia
RELLELY D) miicapf&héli“e:w&le Board are aware thae 78 have very cousideralle railway fuel
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2 as to the probatle annual reproduction, ete ; but T have

be‘en thwarted in thig in various ways, and the san ot yet even given over. I would
vators in each range should draw up a fuill report .

nlum showing the Preseut condition and character !

Towth, etc, ete., bosides 4 report upon the fuel supPUj
16 reserves within g given distance of the line ; we shall §
then be in a position to say that tiie annual reprofuetion in each district i3 go many tong, and !
that if this is yos sulisient for the railway that they mygy supple
12, No system of this nature ean, however, be broy
g¢b the control (Ly purel ) of all private forest

Ancy, a fuir oy
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rether with maps and a memorg
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availuble for railway Purposes outside t}
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zht to anything like perfection unless we
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S near the railway line.- 1

13. With care a strict consepy

Revenue authorities, I do not despa; 1

duforestment, or even withoug cutting beyond the an i
these tracts grow again rapidly from

the staplg -
the Alangiom (Alangi)) the principal fye) treecg

Arcot, and Cuddapah, are fit for cutting again g
asrapid a coppice ETOWth; and 1t mygt |,

Penditare, and ¢he cordial agsistance of the

all the railway requirements without much
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“ter abou eighty
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threughout Sajem, Northg
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€ars, and many others have nearly
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large sums already, and if the seigniorage i3 increased by 50 per cent, (thxsﬂv:x]: be) aiiu:g;fo:: )
Rupees 1-4-0 per ton to the present price which varies from 4 to 6 Rl‘;pee;s1 e oz igeretts
able, and we ought to largely increase the expenditare for the up-keep oft é;slset;est t;ct; sl o
must be impressed upon Collectors, Nurseries must be regularl.y kept up:m z;l —ev: oo and Pare
epots planted up, broad-cast _Bowing must also receive attention, and uog 1 :ss‘l gFencmg .
thorny useless planta must be eradicated to give place to the more valuable 'iu.t;r Jonoms mn 7 g
ditching must receive zevery attention, aud fire must be kept out at any cost and qattle excep .

N F_ e -
certain rules and supervision.

15, I do not take our firewood plantations into consideration here: they aredn:hthtm; :ini;m::){ %
and could not be looked to for any supply for many years. -I_bave alwz:.y:! rﬁpo;;ethe ;euary et
anticipate their ever peying. I have just returied from visiting so.mabo.f {(l).,e o aenery gud
Cuddapah ranges, and I am more than ever convinc‘ed fhat they wxll.lc? a; ures. [ luds to those
at Gliooty and in the Cuddapahand North Arcot Districts on pour 80l 13 151&1’(& ofinimgum o b
little or no water available. The expenditure on thcs? has been reducfzI ; o“zvsh x; by sty e

-time past, and I am inclined to recommepd that it be'sull further c}xrtau et : .:a e ready Leen
planted should be taken care of, but I would discontlm.xe all plant(;ng o: m'iin iyt 28
too expensive for fuel requirements, and confine operatxc?ns to broa' -cas stt;]w g g farourall
weather. In these remarks I do not include our Casuarlna,plant?thn:}:? Z:az :rof o Cauver; .
as these will, T am sure, he financially a suczessi or. plir'l:t'l::]sl; (:;f :h;::e %},Z il s ot w3

i od channel and river banks in Tinne » ete., whe e 50 '
lannol?s]bﬁr?:vt;rll:b?ee;di:t it 1s z:.mnecessary to take the.se at present into :olnsuieratwu in conPectxon
with the railway fuel supply, as their yield will be nil for some years a ezs . ol the ares of thes

16. When thereports and maps of the diﬂ';rez;fi rﬁier:es;oe::;:]:x:e;c:n :'1, ];i e B(',a;'. these
and other available tracts clearly laid down, I shou v1 ’el :]7 o the. 13th 1etaat, Germrind
e tl(: tizd:: ?;Zli;?ﬁ::gs?z: :Z;: t;ét:il;s(ir(:.;»'l:i(;bl’e as'to the description'of 'wood that had
zpp:ac:zioeazh vear‘slincc the formation of these reserves, the quantity of fuel uu\t:ﬁgﬁiper acre,
ef:m buti.&&pvef:'. or at leasktill the date of mvlast.rwipbasakrtiine, hrd kodessmnteny —
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delivered, and smuggling, etc., is not possible; there could be no reliable data de

ivere z . etc., ; e nor

o;eration,s and they are of too straggling a nature to admit of any

Fxd. J. Tulloch.
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