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Proceedings o_f the Madras Government, Revenue Department
: s : L]

s . 17th March 1874.
No. 168.  Read 'tﬁg;}allowing Proceedings of the Board of
iy bes g o March 874 :— L dateﬂ ehis
~ Read the following letter from J. H. GARSTIN, Esq., Collector of Sl et
| J. GROSE, Esq, Secretary to the Board of Revente, dated Cuddalore,
9th-March 1874, No. 115. .~ i G REET AN T °' FEg
"I mave the honour to acknowledge the receipt o?theBomi’n g

" the 3rd instant, relative to the threatened scarcity in this distri T
" to be taken with respect thereto. s ke B84 (e taiuce |
2. 'In th'ose Pr?ce.’edings the Board say they await my application with” |
respect to pan Ja-h remissions, iand call on me to report what works are in progress
in connection with the new railway, and what demand for labour is furnished in f
this way. . : : il
5 3. Iam unable to make any application with respect to punjah remissions - 7 1
at present, because I have no facts to go on, except as regards the Cuddalore Talug i
(of which I am doing the Jummabundi), and only partially forit. I am awaiting
the report of the Deputy-Collector on remission duty, but fear T shall not get it for
" some months for the whole district. ‘
s in the meantime, the different divisional officers will be pushing on
with the scttlement of their respective talugs, and have power to direct the :
suspension of the collection of the March, April, and May punjah kists. »They il
I trust, as directed by me note carefully all cases of complete punjah shavi brought &
to their notice, and in this way assist the Remission Deputy-Collector who will
then malke his own suggestions for the ifferent tracts that have suffered. s
5. Asfar as Lam able to judge, in many, if not in most, instances if the remis- -
sion is to be proportionate to the loss of crop, it will have to be total; but if such
 an idea is repugnant to the Board, then no simpler plan could be devised than to
givo a general remission of the three remaining punjah kists wherever in a village
there has been shavi or short produce of punjah crops on more than half of the
whole dry cultivation. This, however, would render any action on the report of
the Remission Deputy-Collector almost unnecessary. ;
6. As'to railway works, [ have ascertained from Mr. ‘Logan, the Chief Engi-
Carnatic Railway, who happens to be here, that there are four
ns in this distriet in which a great deal of the earth-work has been
ted, and that about 580,000 cubic yards remaiun to be done, but
generally of a very light'description. These works have been, for the most part,
:ven out on contract, so that any interference with them as regards labour is
dificult. I do not consider, therefore, that as a relief work the railway, except in i
the Villgpmam "Ijaluq where earth-work vh“? not heen yet ""f‘mmeﬁéﬂi qrm be @f ~;‘ L2

~ much servico as a relief work. - e SR
- 7. 1 am selecting some extensive works in each taluq for execution as Falief | AT

neer of the
railway divisio
already comple

it ; / - ety
Bl 2 Aoy~ 8
§ ey

: works in case of necessity. _ = i3
8. I enclose translations of two reports on the insect which did s0o much

damage last year to paddy in store, received from the Tahsildars of Villapuram

and Kallakurchi in August last, and of one from the former officer in December p-ii
inquiries wi his subject. ' &
Jast. [Further inquiries will be made on {his subjec I : %
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