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9. A full rep
ions are realized, requires previous forethought and
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\ | :
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Jocision ; & 8CETC ty well provided against in such cases results in good effects of a
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f 3. Any reliof to be of use ghould be very prompt, and if the nature of it be

reviously determined on, it can be so. R '

as when on my joining Bellary in

; | s 4. 1 speak from experience on this point,
g 1 found immediste moasures of relief required, L had to “provide work for
af 14,000 ion And to provide suitable and
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' f great difficulty.
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Proceedings of the Madras Governmen!, Revenue Deparimen',
10th March 1874,

Excrosvre No. 1,

s WEDD?RBU“N' Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to R. RICE, Esq, Acting Head
; Assistant Collector of Coimbatore, dated 8th March 1874, No. 236.

Wira reference to your letter of the 7th instant, No. 48, T have the honour to request you
will inform me, at an early date, the grounds on which you apprehend seareity in your division
during the year, noting in detail the failure, and to what extent, of erops. !

9. Sofar as I am aware, raggi is thé staple of food ; this is grown chiefly as a garden-crop
under wells ; whether wells have dried up and so caused loss of any of such erop should be
stated. In such cases, a suitable relief would be the advance of money to deepen the wells.

3. 1 believe that the dry-ground crops have been poor from the absence of rain ; o ““‘f’
pees of crops has affected the cultivators, and has been very general, and to s great extent, 2

becomes a question of remission or postponement of demand.
4. If, again, there are such numbers of deatitute poor, whose liv
graes for sale, or daily miseellaneous labour, which is impeded, or for wh

this fact should be separately stated.
5. Careful inquiries into these
some extent ; for upon these details depends the sort of relief.
6. As regards periodical reports ou the state of the season, ﬂun_io no ground for expect-
ing a change of season at this time of year. The cultivating season is over, and at least W.
months must elapse before it is renowed Crops are nearly all harvested, so that whatever
distress bas to be met must depend on present actualities, and not on fature '

iehthujohnon

details are necessary when announcing ®

prospects.

7. 1t seems most probable to me that the poor may be pinched from the rise of the price ?l’
grain which may be expected § but here again, the rise will chiefly be in paddy or rice which this
district imports to some extent ; it is not a staple. which affects ﬂlﬂ poor. Py
8. It would be of use if ‘$ou ascertain auy authentic rise in the price of grains consumed -

by the poor.
o 9. Itisalways objectionable to commence work in & horry, and without sufficient fore-

thought ; and to leave the gelection of work to the Tahsildars is not, in my opinion, & correck

ks to be undertaken should be considered at once.

procedure. The wor
10. Ordinary road-repairs are gencrally the usnal wode of refef as applicable to unskilled
lsbour ; irrigation-works and well-sinking belong to a professional ¢lass who are fully employed

in all seasons, and who, therefore, seldom expericnce distress. *

11. In my opinion, any special measure of relief should consist in the repair and improve-
ment of ittaries or village lancs. Thesc are not undertaken by the Local Fund, and they are
specially euitable as affording work to people in the immediate vicinity of their villages.

12. If you will, therefore, find out in what parts distress exists, and to what extent, i.c,
affecting what proportion of the people, and get estimates prepared of the cost of improving such
ittaries or lanes, including the elearance from them of obstructions as prickly pear, a permaneut
good will be effected, and a work supplied guitable to the elass for whom it should be undertaken.

———

From R. RICE, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector, to A, WEDDERBURK, Esq., Collector
of Coimbatore, dated 7th March 1874, No. 48.

I i it right to bring to your notice that there are reasons for apprebending pearcity t0

pome extent in the talugs comprising my division. I have directed the Tabsildars to keep me

informed, from time to time, of the state of the season, ete., in their talugs, and I have, st the

pame time, thought it well to direct them to prepare o list of works on which people might be

employed in case my apprelension turn out well-founded.

Mr. Wedderburn

Supmrrrep to Government with the recommendation that
er he may be

be authorized to open simple relief works whenever and wherev

olihood is the collection of
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" scaroity is foared.

i S s -
 thousand to bo placed at

Madras Goverament, Revenue Department,

Proceedings of the
. ~ 10th March 1874. A

satisfied of the necessity for them, and that a sum of Rs. 10,000 be placed at his

disposal for that purpose.
9. There can be no objection to the repair of village lanes being one mode

of relief; but the deepening of wells, the clearance of channels, and the repair of

tank-bunds, are all works of public utility, and gapable.of being performed by all

R

S Of course, Mr. Wedderburn will stimulate all Local Fund. orks Within

the area in which distress may appear. v A R
LISk 18 | this season of the year, if distress is coming, it will be felt immediately,
“and Mr. Wedderburn should be provided with means and be prepared to act at

 once if any sction is necessery. - e
5. Mr. Rice must endeavour to see as much of his division as he can person.

ally, and the Board hope soon to have before them some at least of 1;.he m?— gl
ationr;which, as has been pointed out by the Collector, ought to be furnished when
10th March 1874, No. 330. :
; : R His Excellency the Right Honour-
) ,“‘”‘?“‘“““" el  able the Governor in Council accordingly
R ~ authorizes a sum of Rupeos (10,000) ten
the disposal of the Collector of Coimbatore for the purpose
the Proceedings above recorded. ‘ i

No. 113. l . OgDER THEREON,

of

stated I B devbuin will aubiait i s early dato detailed information regard-
N e M Lttty S
3, The ob s contained in his letter to Mr. flioo s ehimapib
S - (True Extract.) ' : ;

‘ (Signed)  C. G. MASTER, =
i - Acting Sccretary to Government.

To Atho Boﬂ‘dofhonn yenue. :
,, the Public Works Departmens. -!
,, the Accoun Wwd- :
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