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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
Tth March 1874.

s iy

No. 95. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 10th

; B . : ' February 1874, No. 275:— -
3 ; Read the following letter from H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., Acting Collector of

| . Bouth Arcot, to J. GROSE, Esq., Sccretary to the Board of Revenue,
B | dated Cuddalore, 29th November 1873 :—

I uave to express my regret that there should have been such long delay in
replying to the Board’s Miscellaneous No. 5,493, dated 28th August last, commu-

A nicating G. O, Public Works Department, dated 15th idem, No. 2,029, It got
.4 mislaid amongst some other papers, and was overlooked.
2 _ 2. There is the following extent of cultivation within the precincts of the
: fort at Gingee :— i
e R T
e s R S LIS e L e L e e DR et ke
e, & B B el A S AR I 8 8 0
yielding a revenue of Rupees 86-15-6. There are besides maniem lands—
O g :
Dry s inals IS S el T R Y e 2 62
Web il s g N S 3 B

8. The market-value of the land held on putta is estimated at Rupees
1,621-8.0. If the maniem lands are taken up, others might be assigned in lieu
of them, : .

4. Ireally do not think it necessary, in order to the preservation of the old
buildings in the fort, that this land should be resumed. It is true that the ryots'
do use some of the old buildings as granaries and store-houses; but this does
them no injury, and as long as the orders prohibiting the removal of the stone
carvings is enforced, and a small sum spent annually in keeping down the vegeta-
tion, 1 do not think anything else is required. In most cases, it was found
impossible to get at the roots of the trees growing out of the walls, so that they
will very soon throw up fresh shoots. The place is filled with monkeys who sit on
the walls eating the fruit of the Banyan tree, and the seed dropping into the
crevices keeﬁs up a regular crop of young trees. If, however, a small sum is spent
every year (the District Kngineer suggests Rupeeg‘ 100 a-year, but Ido not think
that sufficient, and would recommend Rupees 200) in removing the vegetation and

ke ~ clearing up the place, this young growth might be kept down. It would require a

very large sum to carry out the restoration contemplated byColonel Vertue.

5. There is no question as to the historic interest of Gingee, or as to the wild
grandeur of its position, both of which render it well worthy of a visit; but I

Ay j ~ canmot quite agree with Colonel Vertue as to the super-excellence of its stone |

carvings. They cannot, in my opinion, compare for an instant with those at
Srirungum and Madura, and are far inferior to thqse magnificent specimens which

‘ are scattered in such profusion over the site of the ancient city of Vythianugger
(Humpy) in the Bellary District. The monolithic carvings there would be well
worthy of removal to some place where their beauty could be appreciated ; but I
do not think the mantapam near the Sub-Magistrate’s Cutcherry at Gingee is
Jeserving of the same honour. Moreover, it is not State property, and the persons

U




- Proceedings

of the Madras Government, Revene Department,
Tth March 1874, ;

i "ﬁ‘ﬁﬁingeﬁfort and
fwre of Rupoey 290 ;

e graatopgg:
T L:‘.w;-hg'glai tobdth

o

T

—
S

~ the purpoge,

| : ink
A;rchitget or Bome

nwress. He is & well-to-do man and intelligent, and if
Government‘determine on doin

ways available to get

d fortress, and is able to explain what the different buildings il
native chieftaing, ’

2. The Cdlleetm thinks it

s _0 n clea.ring awg tation 3 baildi dollb“r" ‘
€€ of the styng Y Yegetation in and a round the ings, do

] 3 Y I . M__'.f-*'-
Wardui of g fop - 896 10 people examining it, ahould be 1l
: ",,_,'Vthink‘-n o
'ﬁﬂesmnchfo.wthe ' . : PR
i © Browth of . ford
the use gg Branarios of oo oy oﬂmg“:gille ud brushwood, nor would they
& Thé"énesticn whethap |
0 the ex of
and the Board thigk 1. . OF

other com

doing something towards keeping up the Ph“n I J' ’
Killadar or warden of the fort, with an “K‘"‘::‘“
i i He would bring to the notice of ©

pilfered or carvings destroyed, i
visitors. He knows every nook

instance of stone being
as a guide to

" With reforence to G, 0, 19gh August 1873, N".::,'L} e
unn to buy up the cultivated land within 9 -

stop cultivatiyy there nltogether, advises an annual Ilp"‘ﬁ“’, :

d Suggests that a man living at Gingee, . 44

*% and have an Ingm of 40 or 50 acres of thh et
Wou by stopping cultivation, which

8 the Collector may assign !‘or

 tha Carvings are 80 good that it would be ‘mﬁkj
bfrinﬁﬁg any of them to Madras is very 'donhtfu].‘ |
"0 anything of e sort is ordered, the Government FgeT <
etent suthority should visit the plae o

that, befo

V . : . »

-

i3 to
: t, is the proper officer
: who lives near the fol: } ‘ s e
o Sub.?daglszr?::’remoVing vegetation, which the Boar df thmtl:]:l.u;:rg
expend ths annua g;gg é:1d to see that no stones are remnv:flddrm:nd i
s gthull::iZe ne’ceseity or expediency of creating a Killadar ‘
The Board dou
: rtment,
him a large énagn dated 15th August 1873, No. 2,02&:}, Publie Y}Zozl;sthnsifees i
6, In . 3 ‘D . el Why the procee ! g o :
Board * to show ¢ o incial grant
e (:aldl ‘mntfl?ould not be credited to the Pub%u. Y’zorlflfhi’r]::’)ard sege -
Dteg S0 t;owf clearing away the same‘Wafs del‘)lted' The Collector will
o ﬂ:';e O(I'Zdi(:ing such proceeds to Provincial Funds.
T 0 ¢ stod.
ObJZ:':“:;der what head they have been eredited
rep : ;

9
OrpEr THEREON, Tth March 1874, No. 322. :
No. 96. Tue - Board’s suggestm!'-‘s are
; Miscellaneous. approved.

2. Paragraph 4 will be referred
e t Architect to
' i tions fo the Governmen ;
i ks Department. for instruc 8, i ‘

o i gPub(}I:ef)iZ: on thle) carvings on the ﬁrs;ultab}elof;s;;::;; r):t .

ol ill be referred to the Finaneia . L

3. Parag’:g;t fe;;r ding the proposed annual grant for clearing and repm‘ :

L e Bbioiteh .

True Extract.) et e ,., ‘ G
: (Signed) - C. G. MASTER,
: Acting Secretary to Gsvgrm,,‘_.

. 7o tho Board of Revenue.

the Public Works Department.
z the Financial Department.

»

4. ¥. B. Bantleman, i '
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descendant of Krishnappah Naik, the builder of the fort, tribute having fallen in o “3:’
» one Tyrop Sing was sent by the Court of Delhi, who, !

Nabob perhaps too weak to exact it
conquering the Naik Chief and h
Rajah of Gingee.

ateed valued at twe
sander,"” which no
horse, but all in vain,
table, gratified his spite
animal. Tyrop Sing w
Gingee had given bir
that he displayed grea

aving recovered the tribute in arroar, was himsell appoin

th to a boy, the future Désing Rajah. As the lad grew, it was

of Delhi. * A Summons eame for ¥
Twelve Thousander."” The Queen
ardour and earuestness to achieve
aud he conquered ; but timreby ha
spirited animal and secured on its
mid-air and continued to do 8o for
- safety and bethought him of his
appeared and enconraged the lad,
act in submission to Désing whom
- earth their fate would be uuited, »

ngs a little romange. No sooner was Désing ""“":dbi gh in
back by strong bands, than the steed bagan to soar 01 :

patron deity Runganadba Swawi of Singavarsm. Th:nftl.
and instructed the horse, who was of his own REAESE as o0
he had destined for its master, adding that in AT

nd promised salvation together to both. No longer “ridiﬁ 4
himself, and with the mos; wonderful of al) horses, now as gentle and obedient under his ‘:M'i {
20 ot ™84 bofora ferosious and vicious, Dising dscended 0 claim from the Baperor, his TAtheF
release and permission to

~ Honours were showered on
all, the Emperor waived

ey s o o s Sl i dhe Tam ol Sitipps R 9 CECLE
Uncle-King,” began to rile his well-carned kingdom. The Nabob of Arcot who was aware b
‘h':* bad passed, and ¢ whom it was gall gnd wormwood to have close to him a once ‘ﬁhﬂﬁ
Chief now a8 independent as himself anq more honored and beloved than ever he ot P'F
to be, began to geek means of revenge, and, taking advantage of the youth of Désing, “‘:
forward o claim for tribute, Désing repadiated this impudent claim and sent the Nabob & lii
tem.ptnmu answer, reminding him gt the same time that their common Sovereign had m¥ asked "
:: md;pondent Chief.. The Nabob pretended to be ignorant of any such transaction qd x5
: ‘&i;;:m::.nx.. lilk)f:n:. s ot old enough when he was honored by the Emperor to foresee S0

. Parchment geroll, had not obtained a written

s g ; » Désing, who eoald no longer brook his &
. Toturned & mossage to say thay of tribute the

| N one, but thero were PIeBH’ C
P “‘“‘“"‘omtm which the Nabob ::b wﬂﬁe':. l.fh:d'“'- and added 44 ;::::
ponkinted groedy for tribute b st receive it at the point of the sword. 'ﬂnm
homibnndl and immediately bogan Preparations for war. . Dé sing, to whose ! chal-
iy oy 2 Hed i ponceful avoeations withoat iotarsaption alter {00 0L
e ﬁh Security he was ong day apprised of the enemy’s approach. %

3 "

| T e Duarn Feant thu, not a thought to_ them, snd, A i:' i:"“ e
tarbed. Messen ger ¢ | engaged in Poojah, * contin b i
,'-dmmdo«?&h:?o:sw called on him to intimate the arrival of the H-bob"."éi

A R et BQW themm R the Sittappa N.b' L
i mud,‘mh‘&m ‘ . : not. Then came bis uncle, ; presss
“ing emergoncy W&m“@'hhm b, ke i what ho st by such ool bebaviour atsoch & DT,

: Unele=
| Kiog had by his montion of gy " P24 for him with the Nubob on any terms. The U

! o

| » : ing's heart:

- Fired and indignant g g e O 10Usly tonched the right chord in young Désing i
his worship ang , hdindy, u“'m'“m(tohim)igmninimhm, he hastily con¢

harem where m.",: ""’gf‘" orders about, the impending battle. Désing first proceeded 0 *7

e T RO wilh was lodged, TR, nuptials had not been cousumms

-

QT et ST .:.‘r “N'"‘< v 2 “' u'; AT a ’ 3 r i L

During his reign the Ewperor of Delhi came into possession of & ramar.k‘“:;é
Ive thousand pagodas, and hence ealled ** Bara Hazari” or “‘the T "l". Th:.
one was able to break in or ride. Chief after Chiel was sent for to ride e
The Emperor, who was mortified that his purchase should turn out “m;
by throwing into the dungeon every Chief who failed to I‘ldli the ‘.ﬁ
a8 summoned also and met a similar fate. In the meantime, his Queen & %
t valour and fearlessness. Nows of this was not long in reaching ' - m
oung Désing to attend on the Ewmperor and try “’. ride ‘u
~Mother dissuaded him from prooceding, but Desing hm‘m}
glory and redeem his father from captivity. He went, he B¥5
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- for his
several days, until, at length, oven Désing grew uncasy ,

réturn to bis native territory. The Emperor was migh:'l::l :,l M
the brave youth, The Magic horse was preseated to him, i m
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: -taking was
uld not see her : a hasty leave
d. according to the custom of the Kshatryas, h? % ch concealed from the other. The young
and, ace t on either side of a curtain ea : g le. The description
arranged ; the lovers me ing to the battle. Désing was inexorable. i
ide first dissuaded her lord ST ill move & heart of iron to tears. All that Désing
of ing given in the papulsx belel ¥ in to offer him the ** Pawn
is leave-taking given nder the curtain to offer
of this lea her arm extended from u . i g
of his wife was a part of her ial than her lord. Her concluding words to Désing we
- ) was no less martial than et should receive him
arce.”” The lady in his front as became a valiaunt hero, she ;
Soop' ' hould return with a wound in his fron s R T
that if he s d respect ; but should he return to h«?r wit St R
with all honour and ki into the fort. Désing next betook hi ‘ i
hibib his re-igTeR e B his just undertaking. The gods of those days spoke wit
orders to pro * . o ask his blessing on his just undertaking. At e A
Runganadhaswami, G d even the very stones. The Sw , =%
as did also the brute creation a;l o that day, and begged hard that he would postpono his
men ing to battle t =it s become him to
Désing Rajah from Pf]""e:g mfg least. But Désing’s answer was that it d;;: I:::m :?u o
undertaking by @ 8108 ehi lfhe» had advanced in that unde.r i Rung:ﬂa &;ike aLnywhefe else,
retrace even one stes = :)ésing (N. B. The image at Singavaram Pagto ;. utiis sing‘ﬂa? o
is face from Desing. (1. d tradition accounts for
and turned hls. ite to the SpecﬂlbOl‘, an: i that Was, that he *
faces the roof instead of :gi('::; however, Désing extorted from the ::3!:1, ;Y;‘:B g
gtance as above). (')ne(f:1 Désing’s sword which was t'o,last fOf' tw:h&t if. ks ot L
would grant & s e the *¢ Unele-King'' who a,d-naed. D(?sﬂl}f ﬁrall’s of the fort and go down
Désing. Last of all ca\Tld not give up the strong position within t ; s b g
fight she eemy he;{ n at an advantage, but remain where he w o el
where ho might b thet he was neither a woman or an old man to a;nsi b
Désing's reply Was i]l residing at Valdavoor (where the rema P e
a youthful friend and ally whom he sent a hasty summons 130 come L s et ot
called Mohabut Khan, 1:0m resembled his more renowned fnend: w;.sde gw VR e
hero, who in mﬂﬂl(fl:i‘:;’e:hen the summons reached llifm‘.ha;fd;s Z‘m yhe S e
ing his we | ad) from his hands. So ke : : |
attending his mbol (T“:;fn-::‘aézﬁ:d) o s faugh‘”ne&r%?&pe“ :ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ :
as1 i v ! ng an [
3 ﬂawNﬁObOb'k army was hacked to pieces b)"th; h:?:cs@ fB tri&chery o
m this place. The Na lared in favour of Desing, when by Lh nseen
miles e victory was almost declare ling by the enemy, he was shot to death by an ur
Khao. The V¢ hiefs and some unfair dealing by d taken, descended from his howdah and con-
art of his own C the turn the battle h&‘ tituted another in his place on the
ﬁ nd. The Nabob, who saw der the belly of his elephant and substi u.k i i e
, himself in & eradle un ¢ ageending this elephant to stri 2 - Wias
cealed ; hant, Just as Désing was o8, took aim at Désing and shot him.
Royal Elephant. 4

i L A ame to
¢ private soldier, concealed The Queen's messengers ¢©
m
N&boby 80

sed to the fort. ;
i 1d. The body was carrleé t and when they returned answer that the
remaing i8 easily told. d was on the back or in front, and
I3 A hether the woun
inquire W

' ' ared to commit
ith all homours. She then prep _
ived the body Wit . to dissaade her,

and was in fronb, ghe rece;l(;'e was deoply grieved and tried '«:very ::E:;:d l(:y e il
wo it is sald, r all the privileges B

The Nabob, 1 ised to grant bera ! el
Suttee. : d promise iabob, if he chose, he might commem
d bis error an he told the Nabob, 1 '

acknowledge She

and galloped off or rathe

; i but die she would
put she declined these offers ' qatie in some way OF ot;ler,s e Sy
o where o sort of with her husband. The Su :
e O S cordingly. The Nabob called the town o
i q‘:ﬂbehl:s been built- ac g

‘ i jah' i the
; Désing Rajah’s favourite horse,
During the battl.e 7 ‘ o e
4 under him a8 also was his friend Mohabut, Khan, and his lame
i1 was killed un
«s Bara Mazary, ™ W

is v¢ fFecting.
ive ballad, and the scene is very & .
of the native : istory, and its oceu-
: these fill a whole P htest of Gingee's Chiefs, Its lat?,r history )
tions o;;:‘ ded the career of the brig aothier, in constant suceession may be foun 7
ug, en . : ‘ :
. d K ool
¢ French an

nglish, one after &
work on the History of Indis. .

& j KOTES. |
e : n Kerisnaghirri, the northern-most <.)f the t.l(;gie
l‘: i(;d.ing of all is the Rajah's Seat of State in the middle

ul

after ame,
Raneepet,. near Arcot, after her n
& 9 ¢
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with seats round for his ministers,
oil and the other ghee,

2. The middle peak is Rajahgiri. 1t is the highest of the seven hills belonging to Ginge?.
and from it the Royal Standard used to be-hoisted. There is also a huge gun close by. ‘l‘he.r? ¥
another granary here and a powder-magazine. The third is called Chuckli Droog. Tradition
describes this as the place for the execution of criminals and other offenders, There is & large
hollow of condiderable, if not unknown, depth into which these were thrown.

3. The other four hills are unimportant, bat the whole seven are within the fort-walls
extending over a circumference of ten miles.

There is also a granary, and two large cells to contain one

-
—_—

Down below there are the ** Kalliana (I1.) Mahal "

This is said to be the Ranee's private box
or sest where any show or theatrical disp

'sy took place. On the mound opposite (11.) There are
lines of stables, (1IL) A room for gymnastic exercise. (IV.) Large granary with three compart-
wents ; until recently husks of paddy are stated to have been found there. (V.) There is a large
smoothed slab of granite, the bathing seat of the Rajah. (VL) A Mahomedau Mosque of later

congtruction. (Date is given in a slah fixed in front of the building). (VIL) A smaller peak near
the entrance into the fort-proper with f,

. our pillars standing where paddy used to be lhmbe‘((l lllnl“;
rice. (Note.—In thoge days all payments were in grain, and money was little used, &e.). ( 3
Cells with smal) oblong openings on

the roof (all round) of the first entrance into the fort. These
were used for the confinement of thieves.

4. There are three approaches to the fort, the one now used being called the ** Veloor Dur-

wajah ;" Another on the neiih called ** Rasi Durwajah ;" and s third a secret ove on the
southern side, which was used in times of danger for escape into the forest.

e

Place, is a ruined palace belonging to the Gi'ngo. Chle:;
g Rajab—a female—was living as & pensioner of

elating to the @i ¢d within the last ten years. Tt is stated that certain cadjan records
relating to the Gingee administration of old are ¢, be found in the palace here.

At Melacheri, about a mile from this
- where the last reépresentative of Dési

Exd, W. H, French,
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deserving of the same honour. Moreover, it is not State property, and the persons

eclined to make it over to the Loecal Fund Board
to be used as a clinttrum,

L 3 6. There is a Mahratta, namgd Thirejivapari Bavaji,
e who claims to be the descendant
acts as a guide over the fortress,

living at Gingee now,
of one of Morari Ran’s officers, and he generally

He is a well-to-do man and intelligent, and if
something towards keeping up the place, I would
arden of the fort, with an assignment of

50 : on. He would bring to the notice of the
Sub-Magistrate any instance of stone being pilfered or carvings destroyed, and

would be alwa, availble todet as 4 ghide to visit..s. ‘He knows every nook and

corner of the old furtress. and 15 able to explai i ildi
2 ' 'Xplain what the different buildings were
used for by the native chieftains, - f - gty

- 7. Nearly all these 0
was at Gingee last February I told
to pick up what informatio

e — .‘ib"
ly

1y Head Moonshi, P, Ramachendra Rao, p.1.,
n he could, | euclose the result of his inquiries. The

legendary founder Krishnappa Nuik,
8. On re erring again to Colonel Vertye's
Paragraph 3 t, )

v ‘droog‘. The pill
vainiOn, choice specimens. The hest
13§wl;x(:ih vere br«?ught b:y h;\ Dupleix from Gingee to Pondioherry where, I am
sl T Dby bis ordo, b Saving mons s e
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, }"%-“m_’md and planted roupd ém P.h:ce Napo;:é:‘:"*“;m S R ':h“

statue of Dupleix which stands in the centre of the Pl:«: i

——

Head Moongh; P. Ramachendra Rao.
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