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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
Tth March 1874.

-

No. 95. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 10th
February 1874, No. 275 :— -

Read the fo]lowmg letter from H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., Acting Collector of
South Arcot, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated Cuddalore, 29th November 1873 :—

I nave to express my regret that there should have been such long delay in
:replymg to the Board’s Miscellaneous No. 5,493, dated 28th August last, commu-
nicating G. O., Public Works Department, dated 15th idem, No. 2,029. 1t got
‘mislaid amongst some other papers, and was over}aoked.

, 2. 'There is the following extent of cultivation within the precincts of the
fort at Gingee :— ;
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yielding a revenue of Rupees 86-15-6. There are besides maniem lands—
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8. The market-value of the land held on putta is estimated at Rupees
& §21.8-0. If the maniem lands are taken up, others might be assigned in lieu
of them.

s really do not thmk it necessary, in order to the preservation of the old -

i bmldmga in the fort, that this land should be resumed. It is true that the ryots f

" do use some of the old bmldmgs as granaries and store-houses; but this does
them no m_)ury, and as long as the orders prohibiting the removal of the stone
carvings is enforced, and a small sam spent annually in keeping down the vegeta-
tion, 1 do not think a.nythmg else is required. In most cases, it was found
1mpossmle to get at the roots of the trees growing out of the walls, so that they
will very soon throw up fresh shoots. The place is filled with monkeys who sit on

 the walls eatmg the fruit of the Banyan tree, and the seed dropping into the .

 crevices keepﬂ up a regular crop of young trees. If, howeyer, a small sum is spent

. every year (the District Engineer suggests Rupees 100 a-year, but I do not think
that sufficient, and would recommend Rupees 200) in removing the vegetation and
clearing up the place, this young ‘growth might be kept down, It would require a
very large sum to carry out the restoration contemplated by Colonel Vertue, -

5. There is no question as to the historic interest of Gingee, or as to the wild
grandeur of its position, both of which render it well worthy of a visit; but
" cannot quite agree with Colonel Vertue as to the super-excellence of xts stone
carvings. They cannot, in my opinion, compare for an instant with those at
Srirungum and Madura, and are far inferior to those magnificent specimens which
are scattered in such profusion over the site of the ancient city of Vythtanugger
(Humpy) in the Bellary District. The monolithic carvings there would be well
worthy of removal to some place wherel their beauty could be appreciated ; but I
do not think the mantapam near the Sub- Maglstrate 8 Cutcherry at Gingee is
deserving of the same honour. Moreover, it is not State property, and the persons



- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revene Department,
Tth March 1874, '

a ('
- claiming an interest in it even declined to make it over to the Local Fund L
. to be used as a chuttrum, '
P& 6. There is a Mahratta, named Thirejivapari Bavaji, living at Gingee Do,
LR who claims to be the descendant of one of Morari Rao's officers, and hg
“& : 4 \ acts as a guide over the fortress. Ho iy o well-to-do man and intelligent, :
* Government determine on doing something towards keeping up the p’”‘.’.l‘,. L
1{:« suggest his being made Killadur or warden of the fort, with an —;@u@“ e
e 2 40 or 50 acres of lang as his remuneration He would bring to the notice dd g
Sub-Magistrate any instance of stone being pilfered or carvings destroyed, oI
« - would be always available to act as

& guide to visitors. He knows

e
corner of the olq fortress

2 1 : tud 1t able to explain what the different buildings Wer®.

‘ R used for by the native chieftaing, ‘ 'h-ni
- = ; 7. Nearly a] these old droogs have a legend attached to them, and

f. G Was at Gingee lagt Februa

HO8e parts, but I have never heard any mention made by them o
tendary founder Krishnappa Naik. « P
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Tth March 1874
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2. Paragraph 4 will be referred
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i ions to the Government Architec
' i artment for mstructlogs. '
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~ (Signed) C. G. MASTER, i
: " Adcting Secretary to Government.

Board of Revenue.
i ::: Pablic Works Departmcnt.
4 the Financial Department.
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descendant of Kris d

i:bob perhaps too l::if’:‘oh :i:::.i:ht; ::i,lrder of the fort, tribute having fallen in arrears and &
uer oy ' r e %
g Sk O sk i et i 1 B
steed valued at twelve th:usam (;‘mg-n the Emporor of Delhi came im::e::c'.“ h":.l"u pee ;:Hl;
sander,” which no one was l:‘l pagodas, and hence called ** Bara lh;az.. “l.\:nho Ta r:m“ﬁu.;
horse, but all in vain, o aEe to break in or ride. Chiel after Chief 'or ‘ ; b3 "'d m
hl,’le’ gratified his spite b ethmpemri who was mortified that his purchase :;0:“"’;: : ; “:lt::n;““‘.
:;;m:l. hT)'l'op Sing was zum::;:l:;;;:" th: dungeon every Chief who failed t: r':d: e mq
that ho d{ﬂ‘:lfy‘::ngrt::h e i tl’;é:i:;m;::,-:&m;,{: the meantide, his Queet o
of Delhi. * A SuInmon,“ our and fearlessness. News of this was n:c 11.“l o ‘:chm he Court ‘
Twelve Thousander." ;;me for young Désing to attend on the Em s md": ing d‘ = M'v
ardour and earnestness t e QnecmMother dissuaded him from roe;'::'” ) ‘0. i .\nl ill
an.d N i s dt: ncl;xeve glory and redeem his father frou‘: e l.t:s. b\;; Desing o il .
3p.’rited animal and secur edre 'y.hn"gs a little romance, No sooner : "ll’é i ; ““'M on ﬁ;‘”'

mid-air and continued ¢ ed on its back by strong bands, than the w;lu o e high in
safety and bethonght h? s f?r several days, until, at length x Db'q'wl s r:: his

o had e"°°“'lée:1mtl°f bis patron deity Runganadha 8":“? fo;' e 2 nn“';z’ God
act in submission to Dési ie lad, and instracted the borse, who w: : : hi mg“m‘.m;iou. em"ﬁ!
l_.arth their fate would beng 'whom he had destined for ite ;‘“wr ;d' is oW1l ‘cn; andps
hm.lulf’ and with the moa:mted' and promised salvation togethe ‘to.bom‘ u;:‘ : fearful M
o 8 befora.ferosious m‘:ion'd erful of all horses, now as xeﬁu: and hu:d to ::i?:;ist:l:imf
;;lm and permission to xctvmoug' Désing dpseended o claim fromo th 10‘;" ror, his father's

- Honours were showered o arn to his native tesritory. The E L ]‘e. ’ B 1 TR
- a bl?‘" youth. The Magic horse was ::’: r“;: :;::h:ln{i ;:N'F

claim . 3 n » Lot i
 after, and with the ady'ce - [nster of :;. ‘;;b"}‘ from Ginges from that dase,-and made Désing
wdvice of o unl wisions. Désing's father, Tyrop Sing, died 08
that had 0 to rule his well-¢ : ah’ or ** tH9
Chief nownmﬁ. sid b whom, iy “:"::]k::am. The Nabob of Arcot who was aware of all
to be, began to pendent as himself and more: wormwood to have close to him a once e
Seek m ore honored and beloved than ever he could w '

written grant from th
od & mogs N from the Court of Delhi. In answer to s 86COTT
‘ W Age to say that of gﬁbm'.bOb' Désing, who could no longer brook his insolences
Wﬂhmud Bée Territory which th:m't he Nabob could get mone, but there were plenty of
ied greedy for tribute he abob was welcome to, if he.chou and added that if bis
fear was axi utter gy mﬁi&nlymb:“ receive it at the point of tho sword. The Nabod.
lenge, Iy the mig 'ANger, continued hig gan preparations for war. Dé sing, to whose patare
T T e midet of his sesurity 1 peaceful avocations without i - i
S "‘ﬂmlhnu.. ‘ ¢ Was ouc day apprised of the c‘l.:mwo;“; Heo gave
: g G i approach. el
_ A4 Bl 42 o, 4, un.ewﬁ-',
Y, essenger called on hi ""d in Poojah, * continued in it undis-
g ' 82, with 3 curse on hi p He heeded them nm.m '::, intituate tho. arrival of the Nabob's A0F:
- TIh8 emergency and offgreq 00jah, asked hiw i en came bis uncle, the Sittappa Rajsbs 9
; x‘"‘l“bjiﬁ. L Nm‘k,h, I‘hlﬂmtb’nchm“h“iw.tm‘ obé-

SR his mentigy g © his peace for ki 2
g:#“d indignant nm:t_'b?:' y l:::x :M the Nabob on any terms. The Uncle
: b touched the right chord in young Désing’s heart:

worship and roge 1o utter
" P and roge t9 gi ance of this (to him) i
n where his receq u‘y‘?’ orders abous the ; (to him) ignominious term, he haatily conclude¢.
S ' b"ro‘ thed wife wag ML“"‘M“';: battle. Désing first proceeded 0 the
. ¢ nuptiale had not been cons , ‘5
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he custom of the Kshatryas, he could not see her : a hasty leave-taking was
s met on either side of a curtain each concealed from the other. The young
oing to the battle, Désing was inexorable. The description

of thia leave-taking given in the popular ballad will move a heart of iron to tears. All that Désing
gaw of his wife was a part of her arm extended from under the curtain to offer him the ‘¢ Pawn
Sooparee.”” The lady was no less martial than her lord. Her concluding words to Désing were
that if he should return with a wound in his front as became a valiant hero, she should receive him
with all honour and respect ; but should he return to her with a wound behind, she should give strict
orders to prohibit his re-ingress into the fort. Désing next betook himself to his butelary deity
Runganadhaswimi, to ask his blessing on his just undertaking. The gods of those days spoke with
men s did also the brute creation and even the very stones. The Swami tried his best to dissuade
Désing Rajah from proceeding to battle Ehat day, and begged hard that he vwoul(‘i postpone his
undertakiog by & single day at least. But Désing’s answer was that it did not beecome him to
retrace even one step which he had advanced in that undertaking. Runganadhagwami was annoyed
and turned his face from Désing. (N. B. The image at Singavaram Pagoda, unlike anywhere else
faces the roof instead of opposite to the spectator, and tradition accounts for this singular circnm:
stance as above). One promise, however,
Tegging on Désing’s sword which was to last for two hours. This was enough for

would grant & b
ing'' who advised Désing that, if he was determined to

Désing. Last of all came the * Unele-Ki
fight the enemy, he strong position within the wallg of the fort and go down

where he might main where he was and repel the enemy’s attack.

Désing's reply Was _
a youthful triend and ally residing &

and, according to ¢t

arranged ; the lover
bride first dissuaded her lord from g

he would not give up &
be taken at an advantage, but re
that he was neither a Wwoman or &
t Valdavoor (where the remains of a fort are still to be seen)
called Mohabut Khan, to whom he sent a hasty summons to come to his assistance. This young
hero, who in many respecte resembled his more renowned friend, was éngaged in the ceremonies of
attending his wedding when the sumuons reached him. His lady was rather late coming to
rocéive the marviage gymbol (Tali in the ballad) from his hands. So he tied it to his good sword
and galloped off or rather flew to Désing’s :

miles from this place. The Nabob's army Wwas hacked to‘pieces by the heros Désing and Mohabut
Khan. The victory was almost declared in favour of Desing, when by an act of treachery on the
part of his 0WR Chiefs and some unfair dealing by the enemy, he was shot to death by an unseen

hand.
cealed himgelf in & eradle

Royal Flephant. Just ag

Naboh, some private soldier, ©
cemains 18 easily told. 'The body was ¢

Désing was ascending ¢his elephant to strike a last blow on the pseudo-
oncealed among brecs, took aim at Désing and shot him. What
arried to the fort. The Queen's messengers came to
inquire whether the wound was on the back or it'l front, and when they returned answer that the
wound was in front, she received the body with all honours. She then prepat/ed to commit
Suttee. The Nabob, it ie gaid, was deeply grieved and tried every means to dissuade her,
acknowledged bis error an her all the privileges enjoyed by her’deceased

d promised to granb

lord, but she declived these offers.  She told the Nabob: if he chose, he might commemorate her
name in some way or other, but die she would
solsm whevo o 8ot of with her husband. The Suttee took place*
accordingly. The Nabob called the town of
Arcot, after her name. During the battle Désing Rajah's favourite horse, the
was killed under him ag also was his friend Mohabut Khan, and his lamenta-

Lole chapter of the native ballad, and the scene is very affecting,
f the brightest of Gingee's Chiefs. Its later history, and its occu-
sh, one after another, in constant succession may be found in any

& Near the gide of g Seatieo O
Tamb has been built.

Raneepet,: near
o Bara Hagari,”
tions over these filla W
Thus, ended the career 0
ation by the French and Kngli
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erisnaghirri, the northern-most of the three

of all is the Rajah's Seat of State in the middle
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Dusine Rasan's office-buildings are on K

smportant Gingeo Hills: The top- ot building

1 old man to adopt such a course. Désing had

camp. The battle was fought near Pushapett about four

The Nabob, who saw the turn the battle had taken, descended from his howdah and con-
ander the belly of his ¢lephant and substituted another in his place on the -

Désing extorted from the Swami, and that was, that he :

® \: &



: whnu the last representative of I
" present Government,

i

with seats round for his wministers,
oil and the other ghee.

2. The middle peak is Rajahgiri, Itis the highest of the seven hills belongiug to Gingee,
and from it the Royal Standard used to be-hoisted. There is aleo & huge gun close by. There is
another granary here and a powder-magazine. The third is called Chuckli Droog. Tradition
describes this as the place for the execution of criminals and other offenders, There is a large
hollow of congiderable, if not unknown, depth into which these were thrown,

3. The other four hills are unimportant, but the whole seven are within the fort-walls
extending over a circumference of ten miles.

There is also a granary, and two large cells to contain one

*
——

Down below there are the ** Kalliana (1.)
o.r seat where any show or theatrical digplay
lines of stables, (11L) A room for gymnastic

ments ; until recently husks of paddy are stat
smoothed slab of granite,

construction. (Date ig giv
the entrance into the for

Mahal.” This is saidto be the Ranoe's private box
tock place. On the mound opposite (11.) There are
exercise. (IV.) Large granary with three compart-
ed to have been found there. (V.) There is a large
the bathing seat of the Rajah. (VI.) A Mahomedan Mosque of later
en in a slab fixed in front of the building). (VIL,) A smaller peak t.wll'
t-proper with four pillars standing where paddy used to be threshed into
ays all payments were in grain, and money was little used, &c.). (VIIL)

Cells with small oblong openings on the roof (all round) of the first entrance into the fort. These
were used for the confinement of thieves.

_ 4. There are three approaches to the fort, the one now used being called the ** Veloor Dur-
wajah ;" Another on the

i : north called ** Kasi Durwajah ;" and & third a secret one on the
southern side, which was uged in times of danger for escape into the forest.

—

it m:sins Rajah—a female—was living as a pensioner of the
‘ e ' » B 3 - »
relating to the Gingee administration °:h : last ten years. It is stated that certain cadjan records

Id are to be found in the palace here.

At Melacheri, about amile from ¢
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deserving of the same honour, Moreover,
claiming an interest in it even declined to

- to be used as a chuttrum,
6. There is a Mahratta, namg
who claims to be the descendant of

it is not State property, and the persons
make it over to the Loeal Fund Board

d Thirejivapari Bavaji, living at Gingee now,
: one of Morari Rao’s officers, and he generally
acts as a guide over the fortress. He iy o well-to-do man and intelligent, and if

Government determine on doing something towards keeping up the place, I would

suggest his being made Killadar or warden of the fort, with an assignment of
40 or 50 acres of land as his remunerati

0 0 . on,  He would bring to the notice of the
: Su}llagjgf-;utn any.insiance of stone being pilfered or carvings destroyed, and
would be alwa v i : visite.s. He knows every nook and

¢s%, aud is able to explain what the different buildings were

used for by the native chieftains,
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. to pl:ck up w!mt mf«.»rmation he could. [ eneloge the result of hig inquiries. The

ga;;e;of{hoe‘m‘g Rajal is fumiliar to all the inhabitants whe have been born and
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