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Praceedmga of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
¥ | 4th March 1874.

No. 7 9. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 17th p
February 1874, No. 356 :—

Read again Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 28th October 1869,
No 2,864, Revenue Department, recorded in Proceedings of the Board of

Revenue, dated 16th March 1870 No. 1 87 0.

| S A fy
M tresolve to farwa.rd thé Staiement of Land Revenne ealle& for in
'{; g.,' gs;h Qctober 1869 No. 2,864, for submpssxon to Homé Government. |
9. The object of the statement is to ascertain how much of the increase in
each'di““i"t in the land revenue of Fasli 1279 (1869-7 0) over that of Fash 1266
is due to expenditure on irrigation works and how much to other causes.
-8, The Board find it impossible to estimate accurately the increase of revenus
in each district owing to the numerous territorial changes which have taken place
between Faslies 1266 and 1279. During this period, the three districts of Gun-
toor, Masulipatam and Rajahmundry were formed into two, and parts of almost all
the other districts were transferred from one district to another. The accounts
kept in this office afford no means of ascertaining the revenue of Fasli 1266 in the
-  districts as they exist at present, and the Board have found it utterly impossible to
b :e000011° the returns submitted by the Collectors which purport to show this infor- v
1 i, Witk known facts. They have a.ccordmgly been driven as a last resort to
’ take the figures for each district from the annual Settlement Reports of the Presi-
s | dém!? without reference to thé geographxcal changes which have taken place ftom?;_.}:,_l
* fime to time. “This renders & great portion of the increase or decrease shownin =~
tim“ statement far each dwtrwt nommal but the totals for the Presidency are /

rehable. ‘
| 4 The land revenue of the Presidency in Fasli 1266, exclusive of that of

T North Canara a d1str1ct since transfer-

BS.
Imglted L L K60,60,064 red to Bombay, was Rupees 379,36,000
Unirrigated ... - o 218,75, 444 while that of Fasli 1279 was Rupees

. Motal... 379,386,408 °  451,24,000. Of this, the amount derived
«from irrigated lands, exclusive of

Imgated T e R 30 1857 Zemindari Peisheush and the revenues of |
Unmagated Ay 268,93,685 South Canara, Malabar and the Nilgiris
‘ Total,.. 451,24,022 where no irrigation works are main-

tained by Government is computed to
s BS. ‘ . ] ‘

 Padi 1268 i 160,60,964 be as shown in the margin, Thus there
1079 | sie. - eamet ote 182 80,337 ~ has been an increase of 135 per cent. in
o Tooreuss... 31, T e ke ‘mg“efd lands affected

ot i th by ‘Governmer j
: gﬁ-g par ccnt in that of nnirrigatod‘ lands including the rents pald by Zemindltl
. acrzs.  and irrigated lands which are not aﬁénﬁ»
Iuh ‘g?g SHeEE i g:g,lig ggg ed by Government irrigation works.
R ‘ The increase in the area from which
sl ul 364, 000 the revenue due to mxgahan works ik
' a,mved has been 13°4 per cent. and there has been a further increase in Inam and.

- zgmm&an lands, ] il ‘ A et




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

4th March 1874.

5. Various administrative reforms have taken place between Faslis 1266 and
1279, all of which have had an effect on the revenue derived from irrigated as.
well as unirrigated lands. The most important are as follows :—

(1.) The' introduction of a ne'w
Survey and Settlement in several® dis

* 1. Godavery. 4. Trichinopoly.

3. South Arcot, 6: Kurnool.

- {2.) The assignment of lands to pagodas and other religious institutions i
lieu of ready-money allowances,

(3.) The introduction of the system of deduectin

Vi g from the demand fees duoe
to Village Officers which were formerly paid in cash. :

- (4.) 'The abolition of the Oloongoo system in Tanjore and Tinnevelly by

which the Government lost the gain derived by any subsequent increase in the
selling prices.

(8.) The reduction of assessment on lands watered by falling rain only.

(6.) The reduction of assessment on lands irrigated under privatd wells.
(7.) . The enfranchisement of Inams.

T '-“J—‘Vk-‘7"‘r"‘_’ g

g

o 6. The.direct and indirect effects of all these matters upon the revenue of
irrigated lands cannot he e

stimated even approximately. Moreover during the .

%;ef‘ter 1;:.“ Zf bhis time the high price of grain has incited farmers to extend
¢ i : ;
eir cultivation whilst it has given them the means of doing so.

The irrigated area and revenue may be said to be a function of varying
grain, changes,in the amount and incidence of
and improvement in irrigation
vect effects, and all of which vary
impossible to compute how much

qu'm}tities,. such as high prices of
the land tax, activity of the
works, all of which have indirect as well as dix
continually and simultaneously. It is simply
of the increase is due to an ¥ one of these cauges

7. The amount of expenditure on irp
ing Statement has been obtained by
Board have no means of ascertaining

e

export trade,

=

igation works shown in the accompany-
Collectors from District Engineers. The

the figures are correct or not, and
by the Chief Engineer for irrigation.
sum expended amounts to 219 lakhs of

is as already observed Rupees 21,69,000
expenditure.

suggest that they should be examineds
Taking the figures as they are given, the
Rupees while the increase in the revenue
per annum or nearly 10 per cent. on the

8. The Board do not think it neces
in the revenue from irrigated lands is
such as the Godavery and Kistna anic
nerative workv ig bemg separately pr
Controller of Public Works Accouiits

sary to discuss how much of the increase
contributed by important irrigation works,
uts; as a separate statement for each remu-
‘epared for submission to Government by the
1n communication with the Bosard of Revenue.

| : : artment,
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Dep
' 4th March 1874.
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