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to the arca available and the period of re-production, etc. Al felling for railway o

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
27th February 1874.

No. 251. . Read the following letter from Major R, H. BEDDOME, Inaspector
of Forests, to D. F. CARMICHAEL, Esq., Secretary to Government,
Rev. Dept., dated Ootacamund, 23rd December 1873, No. 1,972 :—

I aM sorry to learn from the G. O., No. 1,417, of the 13th instant, that Gov-
ernmeut is unable to accept my explunation with reference to the scantiness of
reports and information regarding our fuel-reserves. . I must, however, asctre Gov-
srnment it has not arisen from carelessnzss or neglect on my purt, as I have been
most anxious on the subject, but rather from the want of any information or data
that I could consider worth' reporting on specially. Government appear to be
under the impression that details as to the descriptions of wood. which had been
cut each year since the formation of these reserves, the quantity of fuel obtained
per acre, and the appeatance of each tract as regarded re-production, are or were
available; but this isnot the case. No felling whatever has as yet taken place (or at C
least-had not at the date of my last visits) in any of these tracts since we formed -
them into reserves, though much of the area is jungle that had been cut down in 4
previous years, and is now revewing itself ; and it was not my intention to com-
mence felling in any of these tracts until the whole system of the reserves was
completed, and we could commence systematically, block by block, with reference

-,

“fuel of late has been carried on the open straggling tracts of jungle outside the R
reserves by contractors who cut without supervision from our department, as the S
P\allway Company credit us with the fixed seigniorage on all the t1mber brought
in whi-* =+ enfieinng check aeainet smngoline . . T

LS T N
Ennland after a training of two years in the forests of E urope are ¢ crammed w1th p"f
a LnowIedrre of Oak, Beech, Larch, and all the deciduous trees and coniferz of R
Europe and their treatment, etc., but it is not of the slightest use to them ; and they { \
do not know one tree from another in any of our forests, and it is very difficult" "w‘{:‘“ “‘.,
for them to pick up a thorough knowledge on this sub_]ect without first undergomg & '”‘, ‘
some sort of training in this country. ‘ o
No. 252. "Orper THEREON, dated 27th February 1874, No. 269, ° ;gj‘
Forests. Fo. 11 \ - ORDEm;D to be recort.od. g
’ ) 2. .The Government await the <
, report referred to in paragraph 2, which -
has been subxmtted to the Board of Revenue by the Inspector of Foxests. N

(True Extract.) . | -

.

Acling Secretary to Government. _

- To the’ Tnspector of Forests. L . . : - *
,+ the Board of Revenue. - ) ' .
. : : . Y )
“Exd. F. R. Dantleman. -

. .-
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o . (Signed)  ©. G. MASTER, . G

s . t
- v — W AR & & o ro - *
Mrerex T e e A - - /V /

) SR A 95

i .

[P PR,




.
i
wr Cawpiad

.. Proceedings of the Madras Gapé%nrnent, Revénu/e Department,
: 27th February 1874,

indifferent and the bad, and it would probably be too expensiveha,hd too difficult 8

task to try.to eradicate the latter and re-place them with only the superior sorts,
alue with reference to'the planting up of any :

. -
T S oy ity e,

.

though the information might be of v

L. harespots, etc. Lam, however, addreséing the Board on the question. I have
& - given much study to all these subjeets for many years, und most of these fuel-trees *
oy 800 shrubs are figured and all of them.described and dilated on in the Plora !
14 - Sylvatica now just completed ; and during my tours through these tracts and !

through our forests and jungles with our Assistants aud Oversecrs, I devote much

time to pointing outall the different treés and explaining their valuc and uses. But

- it is 8 difficult task with men who have had no proper training ; and without some
i rudimentary knowledge of’ Botany a man is not likely to pursue the study, and the
* information is soon forgotten or jumbled up. A museum ‘of economic Botany:
- would be of great use to the department, even if without the adjunct of a school ;

‘of forestry : in it our young officers and Overseers might learn the rudiments of |
Botany, and be trained to a knowledge of all o ’

: ur different trees, shrubs, and plants, }
and their varied uses and value,—a most important_‘snbject, and one that cannot be |

altogether picked up in the junglgs, as in every diﬂ'erenp district it happens that ¢
. certain valuable timbers and plants of great economic ‘value for various purposes ]
. ’re a'p.parerytly quite unknown to, or unappreciated by, the natives, just because i

}

they have not been in use with' their ancestors, though the same products may !
be'much in use in other districts and their value well known there. ‘It is difficubt
.. to believe to what an extent this is the case, and I am sorry to say that most of}
éfwmi%qujmmﬁgﬁfwfﬁjﬂiﬁg}g Rﬁsﬁ’;?erigﬁ_?:ral1y,§f?“lam§fgzlf ’ig}]o_rant',ohf a}most:
TR have st ubinited 66 W6 Biurd u very Sl seport upin e amreis”
7 question of the railway fuel-supply and upon'the nature of our reserves, ‘planta-.
"', tionms, ete., Dat@ such as Government are desirous to dbtain, and refer to in para.
. graph Gof the order, would require’ some years of careful observation over a
o considerable area and under’ different climatic conditio‘ns and in diﬂ:ex‘elnt soils, ‘
‘ etc., to be of really any practical use. We know that these fuel tracts renew them.
- selves in from eight to twelve years ; but the rate of growth of different Sorts of
. trees varies 8o undér’ different, circumstances that ainy data of & superficial ature,
* or hastily prepared, would be more apt to mislead than to be of real practical use;
‘and 1 find that I have often to change my opinion with reference to the growth or
value of some particular tree : an individual specimen perhaps shows most wonder-
" ful growth under some particulai- condition or circumstance,'_ whereas the general
growth or value of the same speciesis convparatively small with reference to others
over a large area. I believe that much valuable information might be arrived at
a8 to the rate of growth of the varioustrees and shrubs which abound in our fuel-
- tracts, and particularly as to the caloric powers of “the wood. I was anxious that
-« - Mr. Broughton should undertake ‘éox‘ne experiments of this nature some time ago,
| but he was too busy, and thought that it would take up too much time and be too
expensive ; but to arrive at this; we réquire better trained men than the class of
‘ Assistants and Overseers that we have in our fuel districts. They should have a
.- rudimentary knowledge of Botany, and be able to identify the different trees and
- shrubs, ete.” Again, the practical value is perhaps not so great as one would imagine
it should be, as, in most of these coppice tracts, we must take the good with the
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