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-~ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Ilevenue Department, -

17th February 1874.

Nola2 Read the following Proceedings of the Court of Wards, dated 14th

February 1874, No. 330 :— -
Read the following letter from W. McQUIIAE, Esq.,, Onllante— azsl
. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Cour. S v
¢ 5th February 18741’, No. 14:—. e
L-a u:vn the honour to submit, for the information of the Courtor *° "~ *.
of a letter from Mr. Loe-Warner, dated 4th February 1874, No. 23, ar. e

~

this day. : ,
9. Mr. Lec-Warner gives a worse account of the season in Ramnad than any

that has yet reached me, and suggests, 1st, that the importation of grain should be
stimulated, 2nd, that 10,000 Rupces be placed at his disposal for expenditure on
petty tanks t :
Ramnad to Permagoody be pushed on. He also thinks that arrangements for
opening relief-houses should bo made :n case the necessity for them arises.

3. 1 beg to submit his socond proposal for the favourable consideration of
the Court of Wards. The expenditure of Local Fands will be pushed on, but the
District Engineer has, I believe, no subordinate of a superior grade in the whole
Zemindari tract. _ . N .o

‘4. T intend starting on 2 tour through part of the Ramnad Zemindari on
the Sth. Meanwhile, it is satisfactory to observe that there is no increase of crime
or emigration, and that no actual distress is ;‘eported. The Court arc aware that
any man Or woman of the }ang}ring classes can go from the Ramnad. coast to
so. that incx_'eased emigration will be certain to accompany
any actual distress among the labouring classes. Prices have risen suddenly and
has given rise to a great outery throughout the district. The season has been

very anfavourable, but there is neither scarcity ncx distress at present. .

————

Excrosvee No. 1.

From J. LEE-WARNER, Fsq., Manager to the Estate of Ramnad, to W. McQUIIAE, Esq,

Agent to the Court of Wards, Mgdura, dated Ramnad, 4th February 1874, No. 23 :—

I mave the honour to inform you that the slight panic, which occurred in Ramnad a few
days back on account of the difficulty experienced by the common people in getting their ordinary
necessary supply of rice in the shops, was almost‘immediately stopped by the welcome arrival of a
Rangoon ship bringing grain to Keelakarai. The introduction of the whole of this precious
‘cargo into the market for a time has gpoiled the combination supposed to cxist among the local
gmin.aealers for forcing up prices to famine rates; but, as the continuance of this satisfactory
gtate of things mu ,
matters of _uncertainty, we have to prepare to help ourselves in the case of the worst. The former
mismanagement of this estate, the utter indigence of the bulk of the ryots, the lamentable decay
not only of all works of irrigation, but of the means of comgmnicmtibu with other districts, and
the beavy assessiment form material enough for a dismal chapter, showing what may be expected if
we leave matters to take their own course; but happily now-a-days the famine alarm has only to
pe sounded to procure sanction for getting ready anticipating measures of relief : and I have no
desire to picturé the sufferings that may be, while there is time to avert them altogether.

". 9. . Bricfly, throughout the estate, except under the tanks of Rajasingamungalam and Sali-
gramam, there has been an almost complete failure of the wet crop. The returns from the dry

kS

hrough the ‘Tahsildars and Heads of villages, 3rd, that the road from
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
17th February 1874, . '

omagpemiinrsen s

crop werd also very indifferent, so that it may be roughly assumed that, towards the end of this -
5 - w -k there will be many fawilies in every villaze absolataly without the means of sustaining
* - .«lea of grain will be daily increasing. We don't know what store® of
voy ara nretending.to have very little, and that of avery

‘fmt weck shows how completely they can rigd the

y the introduction of a foreign supply. In Mud

. ‘ there will soon be real suffering from starvation.

L e;istiug state of things would, besides its inhumanity, be specia.
B wiy estate, where human labour is so scarce and valuahle where it was found. .
. sequently the Manager of the estate ought to be permitted to take active measures to keep the :

population not only from starvation, but employed on useful works in and about their villages.
-

P

N

3. First as regards importation of grain from distant places. 1 have no trade returns

by me 8o as to enable me to speak with any exactness of the profits of an over-sea trade, @~

or the point up to which importation must be carried to force the local grain-dealersinto the :
market ; but, as this is the favourable season for sailing vessels coming over from Rangoon, I
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
\7th February 1874.

amo{xpt of violegt crime ; and not a single case of distress has yet been reported, while there is no
_ noticeable increase in the numbers of persons emigrating for want of subsistence. :

P

- - ‘ (True Copy.)...—. ‘ i
‘ / © (Signed)  W. McQUII
)\ ] (

+

I

~

" Tae Court sanction the grant of Rupees 10,000 for expenditure on minor
irrigation works as proposed by Mr, Lee- Warner. They await the Collector’s report”
on the result of his visit to the estate. It is satisfactory that no actual scarcity is
apprehended at present, as emigration to Ceylon is so easy. "The Court see no
reason why the Collector should not notify the state of affairs in Ramnad at Nega-
patam or, other paddy-exporting ports. . .
9 Local Fund Works should be pushed ; and the need of strengthening the
Publlic Works Department establishment in the district will be brought to the

notice of Government with reference to Board’s Proceedings, dated 9th December
-
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carnestly request that, if you agree with me, you will issue orders to all Sub-Magistrates and Sea- 1873, No. 2,510, :
Customs Superintendents along our gea-board to do their utmost to persusde shipowners to . : ) ‘ ’ e
import grain from Rangoon and other northern ports bafore the favourable winds cease to blow. No '1 =3 OsoEx TuzEEoN, 17th Februéry 1874, No. 219 +

’ . 153. , , No. . :

I shall want a great deal of good paddy for daily expense in all the Chuttrums, the crops in the
villages, where gambah is grown, having turned out a complete failure ; and if mattera were ever
to come to the worst, I would boldly recommend to make an advance to the traders of 5,000
Rupees out of these funds for the purpose of encouraging and starting the good work. The
principal sea-ports, where there are owners of vessels trading with northern ports, are Tondi,

-
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REeCORDED. T .
9, The Governor in Council
_ ™ . _ observes that the position of the Zemin-
“dariis closely watched by the Jocal officers, though happily no actual distress or

Miscellaneous.

Y

Devipatam, Paumben, and Keelakarai. : ‘ s cl o
4. Next s to works of jrrigational and other rcpéir on which able-bodied persons seeking i RS o gearcity 18 reported at present. "~ _ . e e s
labour may be employed. I have already submitted some estimate for sanction ; and others wiil i i" (True Extract.) W
follow as the Overseer prepares them. I find the want of a geconl Overseer very great. Over i "‘ ) . ) ';‘_g
and above these estimates, I request that there may be placed at my own disposal a separate [\ o (Signed) D. F, CARMICHAEL, - *;J
pum of 10,000 Rupees, which I may be allowed to give out through the Tahsildars to the head-men® i h &{ : Secretary to Government. . ;
of small villages, where, for a less sum than 200 Rupees, 1 may be able to put a tank in effective § X \i §
repair, until its tarn comes to be regularly taken in hand. There are numerous works of this f 3 2[-
kind in out of the way villages, where the expenditure of a small sum of money would be imme- ! i: 4
diately remunerative ; but it has been inconvenient with our small staff to take any one off from ' 1y :
the larger works, which, as they are dependent on river channels, etc., have firs engaged attention ; . ‘3 ’
yet, in the end, it i3 oftenest the small rain-fed tanks that are most remunerative all round. The'.\ pr 4
Tahsildars also are very anxious to have these petty repairs ander their control, as they are :,v* / )

jcalbus of the vast estimates of the Overscer, and very contemptuous of the application of 8o large
a sum of money, 88 20 per cent. of the whole estimate, to sloping the sides of an earth-bank, which -
they hold as unnecessary work, especially whereloose cotton goil ig concerned, which, eloped or -
not, never can remain impervious to a heavy shower of rain. For roads, I earnestly recommend
that you will impress upon the Local Fund Board the necessity of completing the road down from 1
tLe river at Permagoody to Ramnad as soon 23 possible, Itisina dreadful state now, especially
the parts near Permagoody where repairs were commenced three yeara ago, and then left off. For

s famine road nothing could be better than the” reconstruction of the road from Ramnad to
Tirucbully, which, passing through Mudukulattur and Kamudy, goes through the very centre of

-~
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2

To the Board of Revenue,
the Public Worl;a Department.

L TR

that part of the estate where the sufferings, if not the gtarvation, will be the greatest. ‘ \ ‘h i

5. Thirdly, the opening of relicf-houses will have tobe pre-arranged if the necessity ariscs, | g o
The complete control which we now exercise over {he Devastanam and Chuttrum funds will enable ’ ."7

*  us, I hope, to organize a perfect system of relief at convenient centres ; but I am very averse to. (7;% ‘

thinking that things will ever wear so seripus an aspect a8 this. In the meantime, the Court of
Wards will be glad to Lear that there is no reliable information of any unusual increase in the”

Kxd. F. R. Bantleman. .
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