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" uail than i other localice, aud though in the illages visied. by Dr. Rickend the waier-supply
was reported to be good, it is not so in all parts of the talug. Am&mm mm
placed at the l!ead Assistant-Collector’s dmpoaal from Local Fundafordmpsmgg wells, etc., and
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No. 1,132.
n Proczepinas or tax Boazp or Razvexus, dated 15th May 1874.
Read the following letter from W. H. COMYN, Esq., Acting Collector of Tinnevelly, to

J. GROSE, Esq., Seereta.ry to the Board of Revenue, dated 1st May 1874, No. 232 :—

1 wave the honour, in contmut:on of my letter No. 222, dated 25th April 1874, to submit
copies of reports received from the Head Assistant-Collector, and the Zﬂhh Surgm on the
subject of the so-called epidemic in Ottapedaram Talug.

2. From these reports the Board will observe that the virilenos ot#t dmue is abating,

madical relief has been and m‘bemg Iﬁ'orded, and ﬂmb thed;m !ﬂl’prmbty ﬁh mqmun,

the rain, which has been

3. Mr. Boyle seems to be of opinien that ﬂuduem, wm u, eallg - epldomo, ‘. it

at Ramnad, and has travelled south. 1do not know whether any outbreak of this dm at

* Ramnad has been reported from the Madura District ; but in this district it seems to have

appeared only in localities where black cotton soil prevails, and has a.ttscked only the lower dusei. ‘
Brahmins and other high caste people having been free from it.
4. 1t can hardly therefore be termed an epidemic, which is a d:sem mmng prevalent,

. but not dependent on any loeal morbific cause, and which attacks all persons ahh, It is rather

an endemic disease, or one to which the inhabitants of a particular locality are peculiarly subject,
and which, for that reason, may be supposed to proceed from local causes. Dr. Bxckard, with
whom I have had a conversation on the subject, is clearly of cpinion that tka disease is not
infectious, but is one which is liable to break out, a8 it were, gpontaneously wherd certain ascer-

* tained itions exist. e does not attribute it to any malarial poison, on the contrary, he-

report.o ¢ the sanitation of the villages he visited was very good, and the water-supply sufficient
and pure, and it was in one of these villages, Pillayarnattam, that the discase first broke out, and
where it was most fatal in its effects.

5. The symptoms of the disease, which seems to be a kind of fever, attended with vomiting
and involving dysentery, are described in Dr. Rickard’s 's report, and he i 15114 opinion that the

" gickness is produced by long w;npma 10 the oumy vemaining for o luag ‘time without food,

and then eating new cumboo grain, which is notoriously unwholesome and lnd;m,.“w
that these conditions combined, are the cause of the sickness; and new cumboo being cheaper
than old, the poorer classea purchase it, and as it is the pobrer classes that have been visited b,

this disease, it is fair to presume that this cumboo dmt has helped to induce its attack.

6. T have received a report from the General Charge Deputy-Collector, stazmg tlnz
gickness of a similar character has broken out in the neighbouring taluq of Sattur, and there
again the conditions are identical —the disease only uppearmg on black cotton soil, only attacking
the poorer classes who eat new cumboo grain, and leaving Brahmins and other rice-eaters alone.

7. The Deputy-Collector has promised a. further report, and I have in the meantime called
upon him to make carefal inquiries as to the progress of the discase, and to let me know whether
the services of a Medical Subordinate are required to check it in the talugs under his charge.

8. The Dresser attached to the Collector's Office remains at Vilatikulam, or in the
neighbourhood, and has received instructions from the Zillah Surgeon regarding the treatment

tobe adopted. He has also been directed by Dr. Rickard to report to him any peculiarity he

may notice in the disease. I hope soon to hear that his trea.tment ha bean successful, gnd Mt

there is no further cause for anxiety.
9. The season has been an exceptlon Iy hot one, and the heat is moumiﬁmiv; ton

improving the water-supply in places where it may be deficient.
10. The Head Assistant-Collector has already communicated with tbe S‘amm Commsuonar

on the subject, and I have received a letter from Dr. Cornish, suggesting the propriety of my
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despatching the Zillah Surgeon to the scene of the outbreak ; I had already anticipated the coua'
suggested by the Sanitary Commissioner, whose letter reached me after Dr. Rickard's return.

11. 1 shall now send a copy of the Zillah Surgeon’s report and of the Head Assistant's letter
to the Sanitary Commissioner, and shall do myself the honour of reportiug to the Board such
further particulars of this disease as may from time to time be required.

]

Excrosvre No. 1.

From J. A. BOYLE, Esq, Acting Head Assistant-Collector, to W. H. COMYN, Esq., Acting
Collector of Tinnevelly, dated Kytar, 20th April 1874, No. 100.

I mave the honour to submit the report called for in your letter No. 378 of the 25th instants
rocsived yesterday, on the sahject of the epidemic which hae preveiled during the last month in
the north-east division of the Ottapedaram Taluq. I submit this report without the delay which
would be occasioned were I to await the preparation of elaborate statistics on the enl:qect, for the
reasons that very accurate statistical knowledge is not so much required as general information of
the character and causes of the disease; and that it is doubtful whether trustworthy figures will
‘ever be collected from ignorant and unobservant village officials.

2. This epidemic locally known a8 ** Tannirkudi Noyi," or the water drinking disease, is
#aid to have commenced its ravages in the Ramnad country, and in crossing our border appea'red
frit in a serions form in the village of Pillayarnattam, a small crowded hamlet, conu'iuing only
€61 inhabitants, just three miles west of Vilatikulam. Here it remained from the latter end of
March for a full month, and between the 23rd March and 15th April there were no less than
eighteen victims of the fever. :

3. The pror vi'lagers were filled with a superstitious fear. In the sudden outbreak of &
virnlent and unfamiliar form of disease, they saw the angry influence of a deity ; and not knowin
the source any better than the remedy of the epidemic, they called it Vadakk;ti Ammal. or ms
goddess from the north, and folded their hands in patient submission to the attack of the ,] e
No bolp was sought, not even was information sent to the Local Sub-Magistrate who mp:::n;
from his head-quarters, but was working in a village some ten miles away. And it was merely

in the ordinary routine of fornishing the menthly ¢ Rirtho' aad ¢ Daathe Returs that bhe Village -

Curnam bethought him of telling the Tahsildar that thirteen villagers bad died in & fortnigh

4. The report passed in the ordinary coarse from the T AR th.‘?j_‘. ight. .
Collector where first it attracted atfention, and was sent to me for e reasury Deputy-

5. It ismuch to be regretted that a whole month J 2
sickness and its report to the local officers, There is lm::‘::::tb:h‘::: the ont!ma'k of l.:lm
been stayed earlier, and that several lives might have been aavad i ll:d l;l:!‘“ m’gh ve
What is merely natural stolidity in a village official, Dol alondl we m o.f it bel?ro.
Tahsildar ; and I cannot but regret that the fact of thirteen d“t::in.:;:: t;fg}::::n:?:. ln;:‘:

of his taluq seemed to the Tahsildar such a natu

his divisional officer: atural oceurrence as not to be worth reporting to
6. As for the Deputy-Tabsildar of Vilatikul :
7. The villagers had decided that the enig . Sbsolutely heard nothing about it.

: pidemic was adakkati Amm
unknown deity, and had put up wreaths at the head of &oi:h:xze ::vastiont;;l uitad‘l;ng

the evil should pass away. They did nothin

neflidne, for they koew not wlit to give “;“m ::‘g knew not wha't to do. They gave no

believed that it was a god only, and not man that could hel l&bod! of their trouble, because they
8. When I received intelligence on tha 16th of the dissase frc p

parcel of drugs with me and went on the 20th to »bx -‘“ what was wanted, I tock asmall

9. The disease had hardly touched the coast villages : but T sew cne Yilir
Mt;:nlt:e:;:ezinuotbﬂvilltge, mdhﬁ“meiﬁ;hm::mmmhv o3
. 10. ilatikulam there were many sick, and [ saw and treate about
in all stages of the fever, There hﬁMMMM&:Tptthﬂ:,dm:x
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- who was in & hopeless stats whea I .s'i'rive'ﬂ. died under treatment ; Lut with the exception of one
_ poor woman who was very weak and muchreduced by fever, and ‘who, as I am informed, refused to

take the medicine I gave her, there were no more fatal cases. All other cases treated recovered,

. and some were undoubtedly very ill indeed. It is therefore creditable to Mr. Oleary’s skill that
he was able to prescribe remedies that proved effectudl, without having had the opportunity of
. diagnosing any -cases. Ci R 3

11. Of the present state of things you will reccive fuller accounts from the Dresser now in

: charge, and from Dr. Rickard than I can give. I accompanied Dr. Rickard on the 25th to

© Pillayarnattam where the disease had worked itself out, and to Chittanenaikenpatty where there

" was only one bad case. I shall lcave it to Dr.Rickard to pronounce upon the character of the
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" sick and not to starve them,

" discase, but I may say- that in-all..cases observed by me, fever and diarrhees combined were the

principal and only serious symptoms, and that they both proved amenable to simple remedies—
small doses of quinine and chlorodyn®; ete. % % es il e T NS
12. T have been told on all sides during the last few days that the disease is abating, and I
think there can be little doubt that it only required to be treated with proper remedies, ~ A small
village finds itself being decimated by an unknewn sickaess and becémes a prey to sheer terror,
which at once doubles the number of victims.  Added to this is the dreadfully foolish practice of

] starving the sick, that is au axiom of native treatment, and it is impossible to conceive a more

fatal eause in this disease in which consuming thirst showed the severity of the fever, and
diarrheea was constantly present to drain all the strength from the system. It was therefore my
Grst effors to feed the sick ; and I found in nearly every case the relatives willing and anzious
to obey instructions in preparing broth and nourishing diet for their patients.

13. The Sub-Magistrate of Vilatikulam writes to me to-day to say that there have been no
more deaths in that town ; but that one death is reported from each of two villages at a mile’s
distance ; and that the Dresser is going to treat patients in them. There has been within the
last week a considerable change in the weather. . Thunder showers have fullen genevaily, and the
tomperature is not so high as it was early in the month. But this is a very hot trying season,
and it is not to be wondered that a measure of sickness prevails in parts of the distriet. ©

14, 1 dasawt bt think that, the disease is now fairly grappled with and will yiel to steadily
applied remedies. Here and there a village may still supply a weak and sickly ¥ictim ; but
we shall have no more sweeping strokes through a village, if timely warning resultsiin the early
application of medicines and wise treatment. ) H § ;;!’

15. In case the disease continues to travel, as it has hitherto travelled towarda, the south,
I think it would be wise to post & Dresser to Ottapedaram to move through the 1éighbouring
villages. I heard of a case in Copumpatty ; but though my camp was there for three days, no sick
were brought to me for treatment ; and in Ettiapuram they knew nothing of it. ‘

16. Simple directions published in the District Gazette, and especially advice to feed the
' will be useful to those who find themseclves face to face with the disease;
but as I said before, I think the worst phase of it is past, and we may tn hope for a ¢lean bill of
bealth. When the statistical returns come to hand, I will address you'again on this subject.

(Trde Copy.)

'y

(Signed) ~ W. H.COMYN,
Acting Collector.
Exncrosues No. 2. el :
Surgeon F. M. RICKARD, Zillsh Surgeon, Tinnevelly, to W. H. COMYK, Esq., Acting
From SUBSOR ™ Gollector of Thunevelty, dated Palamsottah, 30th April 1874, <

I mave the honour to inform you that, in accordance with your orders, I left Palameottah |

on the cvening of the 24th instant, and returned again on the 28th April 1874. During this
period I visited the following villages—Copumpatty, Pillayarnattam, Chittanenaikenpatty, Vilati-
kulam and Ottapedaram, and made all inquiry into the matter, and from personal observation
obtained a8 much information as possible concerning this quasi disease Tannirkudi Nogi.
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