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'1 Drafs letter, marked D.

' the freshes in the river which divide the village from the office were frequent.”
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, . Vs
- 20th August 1874, )

-— - 1 5

- No. 641, Read the following letter fxio;n R. E. NORFOR, Esq., District l V

- Engineer, South Arcot, to C‘qlouel\:l G. W. WALKER, R.E., Secretary to ~
Government, Pablic Works Department, dated Cuddalore, 21st April .- —
1874, No. 17:— : ‘ | S

Ix compliance with instructions cénveyed in paragraph 4 of G.O., No. 330, of
; N the 11th February 1874, I have the

1 issing. P ’ .
i(Ifzitl,:spf:é’:;femcontﬁning five lotters from honor to forward herewith a list of
Overseers, etc., marked A, -~ .~ public documents, reported .by Mr.

ry i4 k dB- TN . - w
1 Register of water, warxe o8 of four letters Ilicken to be missing from the records .

1 Correspondence containing cop 1
from Overseer Coopana Pillay, marked C. of the Office of the No. III. or Virda-
chellum Range. Subsequent to the

despatch of this list by the Range Officer certain vouchers called for by the
Deputybontroller of Accounts, Captain Christie, R.E., are_ also, when searched

- for, found to be missing ; a list of these has been furnished to that officer.

9. Mr. Bell states that no records were ever removed from the Range office

with Liis Gognizance; the accompanying papers, marked A, will show that office

duties were conducted for a time at least in a huilding other than the Range office;

in fact, Mr. Bell himself, while denying that records were taken away from the

“office, goes on to say that the Head Accountant admitted tha.t a portion of the
current work was conducted in a vacant housa in the town of Virdachellum ; this )
was dono at a time (to quote his own words) ¢ when there was a great amount of - -

. . . ' . ot o 4] A
business to be disposed of,” and (again to quote his own words) ‘‘ at a time when

Ag regards the freshesin the river preventing the members of the office establish-
o

' ment attending the office proper, the same papers, marked A, will show that such

was not the case. If this is not considered sufﬁcle?tly con?luswe evilence, the
accompanying registers* of ‘water for

® Marked B. March and April, kept at the Mahmatoor

Anicut, situated
takeably tlat the state o
is difficult also to reconc

f the river certainly could have caused no interruption. It
ile the fact that a * great amount of business was disposed

| of ou tho other side of the river,” with the statement that “ no office records were .

p » ,
removed from the Range office. . ,
3. "It has subsequently come to my knowledge, as also to the knowledge of

Government, that Ponoorungum has had a great deal to'do with accounts.and
records of the range in connectiort with works exect.xted d.nnng my administration

of the qax;ge; there is, therefore, strong presu?ptxve evidence that these records
had been for a long period in his keeping ; that they had been taken to his own
dwemn«‘house I have not the slightest doubt of. ‘ )

. 4. Mr. Bell states in regard to Overseers making advances for public works™

from’ their -private means, that I had become acquainted with this fact through . y

anonymous leliers, and that ke was pot aware of ihis practice till I first in.formed Inm of
¢#” He also states that Overseers were scnt for to my kouse and pl:lvately inter-
rogated, and mada’to sign certain statements of the contents of which t}txe;: were
ignorant, Tiis is=a serious reflection on my character, and I feel thatin justice

to myself I should refute these d‘efamator.y sllegations,
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pipers accompanying. this, marked (.

' 1872, it is clear that my bringing

CAl I did was done ‘openly and in th& pupli

. and thwarted me in every possible way.
seers’ reports that work for these large sums had been done
. 3

“beginning of March (see papers A.) in anticipation for wo

Proceedings of the Madras ? i:m,’rnm::’n!, Public Works Department,
26 August 1874. '

¥

5.

In the first place, I did n,(‘)t‘; obtain the knowledge that Overscers were
making

advances from private funds through anonymous letters ; how I did get this
‘ information is as follows:—DBy a weekly
report® of the Anicut Overseer A. Coo-
poosawmy I found that the number of

. o coolies working on the main Pelandorai
Canal were small ; and in No. 414.0f 25th March 1823, I called upon the

» Us’ual!y gent to the Districtt Office by order
No. 68, of 3rd May 1871, from the late"
Superintending Engineer's Office. '

Overseer‘ to report how often the coclies were paid, and the system adopted, in -

gaying, telling him at the same time that if weekly payments were made, it was
likely the number of covlies would increase ; in reply to this I was informed, in

No. 854 of 28th March 1873, that the coolies .were paid about twice a month, and -

“ in the meanwhile the maistry in charge is instructed to supply with the neces-
saries to the wudders so that they may not feel any want.” On receipt of this, Iin
No. 1 of the 2nd April 1873, called for explanation relative to the supply of neces-
saries by maistries to the wudders; and in No. 2 of 5th April ' 1873, A. Coo-

poosawmy tells me that as there was no’ possibilit, - of procuring wudders -

without advances, he was compelled to borrow 200 Rupees from one Soobroyah
Pillay, a Vakeel in the Munsif’s Colirt at Virdachellum, for the purpose of advanec-
ing to wudders, and ‘that he subsequently borrowed a further sum of Rupées 60
of the same man for the same purpese, and stated also that D, Coop()osawmy'
Moodelly adopted the same course. 7%sis how I got the infornfation, and if

7 the Governmqnt wish to see the original letters T will send them up,

6. I respectfully beg tho deernment will do me the favor to peruse the

With these before me jt is difficyl
: cult to
understand how Mr. Bell asserts that he was ignorant of the fact that-Ov

were making large advances fromn private means,
Ilead Accountant Ponoorungum teo ; these are co
letter book, the originals, which ought to be on th
to be found; it is not likely Ponoor
as this correspondence relative to th

erseers
and thai this was done tﬁroi:gh his
pies from the Overseer’s Office
the file in the Range Office, are not
ungum would have left them there; however,
e advances took place in September and October
: the improper practice to Mr, ’ ice i
‘March 1873 was not the first knowledge lxgpbage of [;;eae irregular p?:l:a?ztgl‘:.e "
" 7. That the Overseers were seat for to my Aouse and made t ‘
of the contents of which they were ignorant
A) have denied, and the clerks in my offic

' o rign pal;eré
the Overseers themselyeg (see paper.
e will be prepared to disprove this.
¢ oﬁip\,e with the Head Clerk present

in the room.

8. That I sent for these Gve;see;'s without consultin
there would be little use my applying to

: alting Mr. Bell T fuli admit,
hxm,' a8 he did nothing he was ordered

9. . Mr. ith reference . |
1 r. Bell, with reference to the second }iharge, says that,he disburseq
arge sums through the Overseers to Contractors in March, ““as he knew by Over. -

* these reports are not
afi.x‘x'g. made any such .
were Fiven them in the
8§ {0 be executed in March

recorded in the Range Office, and the Overseers deny L
reports; in fact, they cannot have done 80, as the éhe(fues

ey R
i . “ w k1
" . . s

«
o +

w
. - <4,
.

E

.

s
T .

e e
»

‘a‘_ -

e
s

oyl F:

5
T Tk e pm g

-~
RN
<X,

o

.

T el b
> XL
Mo,

C TN O

e & e
6 2a ¥ S s Ak el
il ]
T N e -
N Eodw L st fi N s WA, o s

EEalr= skl

¥ 2

T g

.
T
+
L 1
i

* e

e mf ‘ T

S sy

T b I T g2 R PP

IS 4
or

e Y

& [

£l

U e N a YN gy y ";;;.,

rf :

™~ “ o~y \ '

k]

J2 Spare Copies ' Al )&Z. .véé&_._, .
_ . «

Ry

-

4

i

SR 3n -
R *m.,."»Ms“ RS Tial . & JEEN SO
o, >~ - -
T e o S x Y
o VT e ks % ‘”?A‘n‘:‘e Yo b
AR "
N

[}
» \; \,\ .i\g

e
‘_f“ %

‘Proceediugs of thﬁifadf[z; Gov. nent, Public Works Department, -

¥ 26th A1~ ¢ 1874

* One Overseer, Valoomyloo, who states
/hat money was Jorced upon him, produces
® Marked D. the accompanying rough draft® of a
letter in Mr. Bell’s handwriting, says he somplained to Mr. Bell th.a,t he had-too
much work, and could not get through th'%e. full allotments he had ¢riginally engaged
to spend on the Pelandorai and other works; .that BI.I‘. 'Bell got ve.ry ar:g.ry,
threatened to dismiss him and drafted aletter which he insisted upon his writing
him; the draft is certainly in Mr. Bell's hand.Wtiti.ng; whatever may have
prompted him to write it I cannot tell, but it certainly is not what a Range Officer
should have done. | o
No. 642. " OroE TREREON, 26th August 1874, No. 2,420, .
" Orpegep that the list of missing
papers forwarded with the above letter be
sent to the Controller for examination
and consideration i)y Lieutenant Christie, R.E., when inquiring into the charges
against Mr. Norfor and Mr. Bell. - . ,
2. In the meantime Mr, Norfor having charge of the range will complete
the list for information of the Controller, and collect all papers that may be
required for the investigation ordered. .
3. The Government resolve to direct the Collector of South Arcot to associate
himself with Lieutenant Christie in the} inquiry into the cha;ges' above alluded to,

(True Extract.) . ‘

as their indents for funds will clearly :

*

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 49.

W

-
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Secretary to Government,

. \ s s ',
o . ( Z /;,Mﬂ/r" Colonel, R},

To the District Engineer, South Arcot. - :
Officiaflng Coutroller of Public Works Accounts.
Revenue Department. .

"

»

Exd. 8, T. Austin.
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