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Proceeclmrrs of the Madras Government Revenue Department
- 1otk Fcbruary 1874. -

No. 63.  Read the following letter.from Lisut-Colonel R. I, ‘BEDDOME,
Inspector of Forests, to D. F. CARMICHAEL, Esq., Secretary to

Government, Revenue Department dated Madras, 23rd January 1844 ‘

~ No. 20"5——-. T 2 . iR ek RS
WITH reference to G. 0., No. 63 dated 15th mstant I thmk that it would be -

unfair towards Captain W, alker, v»ho is about to actfor me; “if I'did not pomt out >
" that the Inspector’s present travelling allowance, less mlleege, cannot poss1bly cover,
his travelling expenses. The Government of India can scarcely have taken into -
-consideration that the range of the whole of this Premdency, extending as it does -

'j**-w L
T B
s

from Cape Comorin to Ganjam on tho’ east side, and from the same pomt to the |-

confines of North Canara on the western coast, is far more than four times as large
as any of the Conservator’s ranges in Bombay or in the north, and that the I nspeetor' ,

cannot possibly get through his work without mcurrmg lona Journeys by rail

and steam-boat.
in any other department; the wear.and tear of servants and. ammals etc., in
mountain-tracts and’ fevensh forests is ‘very great. Whatever sum, however, s
sanctioned for the up<keep of a permanent travellmrr establishment, 1 do not see.

i

The travelling, too, is of a far more expensive nature than that

how the Inspector can be called upon to make long steam boat and rzul Journeys, o

P

unless a mileage is sanctioned.. , ,
‘2. With reference to my pay and the nature of my work I may mention that

when Dr. Cleghorn was appointed Conservator in 1856, the pay sanctioned was

Rs. 1,200 nlus 300 a-month, travelling allowance, bes1des m1leage. Dr. Cleghorn was

“then very young in the service compared to what I now am, and during his adminis-

tration there were only three or four ranges under conservancy; when I took’

charge in 1860 the pay was reduced to 1,000, the work, however kept annually o

increasing till twenty. ranges were brouxrht under conservancy, and I had the

organizing of nearly the whole of these: the work has béen most arduous . Until -~
" this year (when the completion of the “Flora Sylvutzca oblwed me to stay in office’
a month or so longer than usual), I have always travelled over Seven months in the

year, and I have been compelled to go once to England, and once to Australia,

to get rid of jungle fevers; and I am now compelled to proceed arrz in to Europe. =
It was at one time proposed to amalgumate us with Bengal, but our Government

were opposed to this, upon which the Secretary of State authorized our being
placed on a similar footing as regards pay; but the result is that the Inspector has

gamed nothing : his pay has been increased from 1,000 to 1,200, but his fixed -

travellmg allowance reduced from 300 to 200 ; and now the loss of mllea"e takes off

nearly the other 100, so that he may. be bald to be, as regards pay, in exactly the -

same position that he was in 1860 and Rs, 200 less per mensem than in 1856.

3. The Government of India observe that the 1st and 2nd-class Conservator—
ships are held by senior officers. Those werc held till lately by Lieufcnant-Colonel
Pearson and Dr. Stewart ; the former is two ycars my senior in the Army, but nearly

four years my junior in the department, the latter was far junior to me both in

the service and the Arm) Mr. Baden Powell has, I beligve, succeeded Dr. Stewart;:
he is thirtecn years junior to me in the service, and twelve in the department botl

these officers have very small ranges compared to mine,

.
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{fourteen years ago), ~.._ - s L . —

Prabeeding: of the Madras Government Revenue Department,
) 10tk February 1874, '

4. This Government have twice recommended me for higher pay; and when

B Lord. Napier lately fixed my salary he was up in Dengal, acting as Governor-

General, and it is not likely that he was aware of all these facts: and I am certain
that he could not have intended that I was to lose mileage, and thereby fall back,
a3 regards emoluments, to exactly the same position that I occupied in 1860,

No. 64, Ozpzr TnEREON, 10th February 1874, No. 175,

ArTER the recent strongly expressed
opinion of the Government of India,
His Excellexﬁcy— in Council considers it
would be uscless to re-open the question.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) 'D. F, CARMICHAEL,
' Secretary to Government.

Fore;ts, No.2. -

-
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