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Procmle'/zgs of the Madras Gores nment, Public Works Department,
16¢h Deceniber 1874,

R A o i e S i,

dlmcuhlefﬁ, the face of the Lills being vary steep, expensive ‘stone revetments will
be required ; the estimate wiil run to a high figure and take sometime in making
out, but I hope by the end of Decembes or begiuning of January to send it in.

8. When this estimate does go in it will be time to consider if, with
changed state of affairs on this lower spur of the Annamallays, the present easy,
though narrow, ghaut will-not suffice. for many years to come, the wanis of
the planters, »

9. I understand, when the questisn about the ghaut was first mooted, it was
to answer twa purposes :—
l4t.—As 8 road for carrying away the coffee and ofher produce from the
lower spur or places where coflée would b grown,
2nd.—As the best and easiest method of approach to Michael’s Valley ag a
" place which would vie' with Qotacamand as a sanitarium, open out fields for tea
planting, and perhaps make a good position on the upper portion of Toracuddu-aur,
aud for a Geovernment colony for the * Poor Whites, ” about whom so much has
been lately written. i
o 0 T the first purpose, Lam ofraid it will be s_omé time before anything
more than the geseut road will be required.  On the first openin.g out these hilis,

I belicyo thirtesn colrce estatés Were cpemed out, or rather ekl ouh. Lt Sl

five had al_;y'mone,y spent on them. At present two of these have been abandoned,
a third is managed by a native, who never spends any money-on it. and there only
remain the Waterfall and Waverly Estates, and neither of ghom to my eye appears

- very flourishing, and would not have more, if so much, as 20 to 25 tons of coffee
between them per annum. v

11. The spot appears to me ill-chosen for coffes ; in the ;ralileys, the wind in

the monsoon is a great deal too high, and must stunt the coffve, whilst on the sides
of the hills, where not exposed to the blast, or facing N. K., the hill si dad are,

though covered in many places with heavy jungle, too steep for profitable coffes.

culture. My ideas are somewhat justified by the state of the coffee interasts
in these parts, where, if I am to believe reports, a great deal of money has been
expended and then the estates abandoned. s oA

12. With the second purpose for which this ghaut has been worked out I will
deal presently. The ghaut road now abraptly endson a saddle at & height of

about 3,000 feet. From this a smnall path leading down Lill over the other side of

the saddle to the Ponachy Estate on the banks of the Toracuddu river, owned by

a native and too low to be of much value ; another path, impassable for ponies but
1 believe used by bullogks, leads us to the Waterfull Estate, adist_ance of three miles
gigzagging up the Ponachy hill, fram which at very steep gradients it is continued
to the Waverly Estate, about two miles further on. .I‘do not suppose for many years
to come, if ever, these two estates will be in a position to open out the road to the

width of the present Government ghaut. .

18. It now comes for me to ask for instructions and to know what are the
intentions of Government; am I to leave this ghaut road terminating abruptly on
the Ponachy saddle, or am I to continue the trace to Michael’s Valley, in order

that inteade ] setlers miy ¢ym> 1o prospret up thore ? . ol

‘the first spot to gain would be the top of the waterfall below the Waterfall Estate,

the path round tho hill and up the valley.where the nost stroam runs in, then
-mullay, or rather where tire 018 inthat word, ang it would be nearly the 11 miles

~ ver the saddle between the Ukka a‘nd,i‘;gp h  Mullay, or to the southof Ukka
: out the trace we should be stopt by a precipice a

 obliged to keep down nearer the river and go as the dott

e waterfall, and the distance seven or eighi;mﬁﬁs instead of three miles, and we

Pfoceadz'ng& of the Mqéﬁgﬁ Gore}qz}y_;ééng Public Works ﬂ%ﬂ’;mén t, = L 4:__
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o ks Thfé.ﬁSecretary to Government, who I believe knows the country well. -
proposes. to make the trace on the left or soath-western side of the T ot du—gé;f bl D
where there are difliculties in th-e_gyape’ gfyuyﬁm sides and ro cky Pr,edpim & :
be tackled with, but can of course be overcome ; whilst on the right or north-eastern
side there is a gentle rise and a fine open grassy jungle, but then by going to
that side it would increase the distance very much, a &

r
A

Sn0s y when you come past the
bottom of Tungachee Mullay on the opposite side, at the crossing of the it
you wou’'d-only have gained 4,600 feet and still have at least 2,400 feet to ki
betore reaching Michael’s Valley. 8o I put that side out of the question. -
# 15, To carry the trace on the left bank from the top of the Ponachy Bﬂ!‘ldle, i
a height of 700 feet above the saddle, or a total height above the sea of about
3,700 feet, a distance of a little over two miles. The present line to this estate rises
and then falls down to the estate and is three miles, the cottage being 3,800 feet.

| 16. Feom this poiut thero il bo no. diffenlty in making s trace though .
the jungle in places is very heavy, to Michael’s Valley, I should ‘hope without - ¥
Zigaag, 3 : 3 , SRR e HL
17. I put out of the question the going round between Tungachee Mullay
and the river Toracuddu, a difficult course, as it is very precipitous high up the
mountain, and I am doubtful, if it is feasible, close down to the ravine, as marked
out in the map by dotted line ; again, in that way the distance would bo greatly
increased; as the tri;,gé'w'ould have to come a ldxi'glw"af‘y‘bilmio‘af‘-é.t"a:l'eyél;"'" R B o

- 180 The top of the waterfall is 3,700 feet, whilst Michael’s Valle
be abbut 7,000 feet, or wo have 3,300 feet to get up at 300 feet a mile, w

Nk,
o &yl p R

makes & distance of eleven i:lilegiontj, s g

¢~ 19, In the map the stream thﬂt»f??ﬁ%’;ﬁ}mﬂgﬁ»the ﬁmg Oin mkwom Poona- L
cﬁy‘Ama..m Covil is the one with the Watarfd}, from this point I would trace out

round & very prominent bluff R@intzj&ﬁjﬁgp@&q{qto, the A in the word aur, from ;-
whence there are two large ‘yalleys on either side‘of the hill called Olimbacul-
to Ukka Mullay, if the map s right, olimbing up gradually at 800 feet a mile, snd
then, according to circumstances, as we find the lay of the Jand we could go either

Maullay. I have no doubt this generally er vi

these are difficulties that ean be overcome. may fin

bt then, if it is so, the length of the ghaufwiﬂ ﬁé‘fmuch i oreas
round the point Tungachee Mullay, the river is only 4,600 or on

Iy 900 feet above

shall have still some 2,400 feet to gain 7,000 feet, or at least eight miles more.
~ 20, T have made these remarks in my present visit to tho hills, wheroTcould

not do as I intended to, explore into Michael’s Valley, but I was stopt at the Water- 23
fall bungalow; it was impossible at thi's‘s;eas on of the year to get on farther; - "
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