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Proceeding$ of the Madras Govemment, Revenue Depariment, 43
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Read Proceedings of Government, No. 150, of this date recording certain papers
respecting the present state of the Madura District :—
Read also the following papers:—
No. 20. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 30th January 1874,

n ! , No. 177 i~ S e f;a
- ‘ Road the following lotter from R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to ? '
a = : J. GROBE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Lakshmipara-

a2 R tope, 22nd January 1874, No. 42. _
» Tas north-east monsoon has 80 entirely failed in this district that the bulk
3 of the area ander the rain-fed tanks has not even been ploughed, and where culti-
X ‘3 vation has been attempted the crop has withered in the blade.

9. Most of the river-channels have mow been dry for days, and the crops
under them are beginning 0 fail on the higher Jevels and on the outskirts of the
irrigation. The crops under the chiannels, however, are o near maturity that &

fow heavy showers or-a fresh in the river would secure them i most cases, but -+

though the clouds are gathering, there is no immediate prospect of rain.’
3. The price of paddy has risen from 4 Rs. to10 Rs. 2 cottah within the last

two months; the present price is the equivalent of 4 Rs. a-bushel of rice, or rather

mgre than five Madras measures of rice per rupee. .
4. The dry crops have failed altogether in the Sankaranainarkovil Talug ;
and in the uplands of the river-irrigated talugqs but little will be harvested. ‘
5. The price of cotton 1is 80 low, 110 Rs. a-candy of 500 1bs., that there Z
is but little to set off against the loss of the cereal grains.
. Under these circumstances; 1 request permission to remit up to 50 per
cent. of the dry land assessment in those localities that most urgently need assist-
ance; such @ remission may be ostimated at about 8 lakh of rupees. The reniis-
sions for waste and withered crops ander rain-fed tanks will be about two Jakhs of
rupees, and it will probably be necessary to remit about a lakh more for fuilure of
crop under minor rivers and channel-fed tanks. ‘Probable total remission four lokhs
of rupees. :

l.wi\l telegraph a weekly report.

P

= Telegram from Collector of Tinnevelly, to Secretary, Revenue Board, duted
: ; 96th January 1874 |
* BHOWERS have fallen since I wrote ; these may save the rice-crop mow in
oar, but water in the riveris needed to savesghe crop in blade. My estimated
remission is not affected by rain-fall now.” o Wik ,

£

Supmrrrep for the information of Government.
9. The drouth, which the Collector deseribes, is very serious, and the price he
quotes for rice (seven imperial seers per rupee),-considering the sudden rise, 13
alarming. In December the price list ghows thdt, on an average through the
whole district, 107 seers of first sort rice and 12 seers of gecond sort rice were
sold for a rupee. ' \
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Sheristadar being nominated for the duty, who will then be gazetted by the Govern- 0
ment as aTemporary'Deputy-(}ollector. Orders to this effect will becommunicated i
to the three Collectors by telegram, with instructions to reply in the same way.
9. Mr. Bird’s leave will be postponed as suggested by the Board ; and thé
Government are confident that Mr. Puckle, in the existing state of the Tinnevelly
Distriet, would desire to remain at the head of affairs, unless advised to absent .
himself by the medical officer. it | '
| o ~ (True Extract.) el
L (signed) DT CARMICHAEL,
' Al Secretary to Government.

percentage, whie must be spepiﬁed.

No. 22. .. OrpER THEREON,

been called for bY the Board
highly desirable that a specia

A

To the Board of Revenue.

Fxd. F. R, Bantleman.
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