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’ ‘ - Proceedings of tke Madras Government, Revenue I)epartment
} ' _ ' 3rd Februarj 1874.
g i Read Proceedings of Government, No 150, of tlus date recordlng certam papers - o J
%’ﬁ ] ' respectmrv the present state of the Madura District :— )
Z; } N ' . : Read also the following papers i— '
“ N No'. 20. . Proceedlngs of the Board of Revenue, dated 30th January 1874, . A
RN No. 177:— . R
?§ £ Read the following letter from . K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to R
. i{l O {‘q : J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board_ of Revenue, dated Lakshmxpam- . g
"% }j, - tope, 22nd January 1874, No. 42. |
o "~ Tas north-east monsoon has so entirely failed i in this district that the bulk

of the area under the rain-fed tanks has not even been ploughed, and where culti-
S vation has been attempted the crop has withered in ‘the blade. ’

o . 2. Most of the river-channels have now been dry for days, and the crops
o under them are beginning to fail on the hwher levels and on the outskirts of the
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f . irrigation.. The crops under the channels, however, are so ncar maturity that a
i : _fow heavy showers or a fresh in the river would secure them in most cases, but .
% _ though the clouds are gathering, there is no immediate prospect of rain. . IR
{ A - 8. The price of paddy has risen from 4 Rs. to 10 Rs. a cottah within the last S
{‘;—"& two months; the present priceis the eqmvalent of 4 Rs. a-bushel of rice, or rather o
N *} S more than five Madras measures of rice per rupee. . :
‘g ] 4. The dry crops have failed altogether in the Sankaranamarkovxl Taluq, o
% and in the uplands of the nver-urmated talugs but little will be harvested. : EE
3’ . " 5.7 The price of cotton is so low, 110. Rs.” a-candy of 500 Ibs,, that thue" IR
,3" e " is but little to set off against the loss of the cerecal grams. S
" o 6. Under these circumstances,"I request permission to rermt up to 50 per 7
); ' cent of the dry land assessment in those localities that most urgently need assist- . o ;
5_’,"‘,;57 " ance; such a remission may be cstimated at about a lakh of rupees. - The remis- h '
‘% sions for waste and withered crops under rain-fed tanks will be about two lakhs of .
e i : rupees, and it will probably be necessary to remit about a lakh more for failure of
TR crop under minor riversand chanunel-fed tanks Probable total remission fourlath
o " of rupees..
e N 1 will teletrraph a weekly report.-
= S | - -
/34 G - Telegram from Collector of Tinnevelly, to Secretary Re\ enue Board ddtcd -
af,,fj P . . "~ 26th January 1874. : ‘

T 5 Fxg«* o Snowms have fallen since I wrote; these may save the rxce-(,rop now in °© 4 .
! JI; . ear, but water in the riveris nceded to save‘ the crop in bladc My estimated 3 !
] o ‘ remxssxon is not aﬁ'ectcd by rain-fall now.” TR e e e
f - f ] - SupmiTTED for the information of Government. =~ . i
S 2. The drouth, which the Collector describes, is very serious, and the pnce he
i tf‘ : quotcs for rice (seven imperial scers per rupee), considering the sudden rise, is
Z "3 ] alarming. In December the price list shows thdt, on an average through the -
N ~whole district, 107 seers of first sort nce uud 12 seers of second sort rice were
: /:j i - sold for a rupee. , ' S
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Procf;edings of the Madras G overnment, Revenue Depariment,
.- -84d February 1874

.

4

of Government. . .
be careful that, if a scarcity is really coming,
He should keep the Board infarmed on the

,‘SUBMITTED for the information
0. The Collector will, of course,
it is foreseen and provided against.

Subje?f - The Board must have farther information before they can grant the Col- -~~~ ™

- - i ks for. Th= ~
the wide discrction as to TCTAISAION A% . i s
leCtorl localities in which the remission will bave to. be given must be s_pe.(.1ﬁed
Smemth Ylhéve been inspected by some responsiblo officer, and the maximum
.the : :

after which will have to be remitted in eapp, must be spef:iﬁgd. |

. . percentagc,

-
t

I\' 09 | . “Om;m 'rm:ni:oﬁ, 3rd February 1874, No. 156.
‘No. 22. JRD v

- - . Wk awaiting the further reports
Miscellancous. . from these districts (Madura, Tinne-
: . - 'velly, and South Arcot) whicl} hav.e
' ». Ilis Excellency in Council thinks it
. alled for by the Board of Revenue, . el 8
' ll):i!i;:l;ddssiruble {hat'a special officer should be employed in each district to assist

present circumstances

“remissi - t to such a serious ex
a"remission of assessment to
gelection of such an officer may probablyl})ost be made undc;;ﬁenced Treunelancer
: istrict i case ; some CXpe g
by the Collector of the districy 1n cac o ) ‘
 Sheristadar being nominated for the duty, who will the.m be gazc.tted'by th.e quc':rtzd
ent‘as a Temporary Depﬁty-Collector. Orders to this effect will .be communi s
:c]) the three Collectors by telegram, with instructions to reply thhe ds‘:ime.d tgd
) 2. Mr. Bird’s leave will be postponed as suggested by the Doard ; an

' Puckle, i isti ' ¥ 11
’ Government are confident that Mr. Puckle, in the existing state of('1 t'hed'l ;nne;:e n);
(o] . ' . ‘
District, would desire to remain at the head of affairs, unless advised to &
s , , ,

bimsclf by the medical officer. :
f (True Extract.)
o D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Secretary to Government.

| To the Board of Revenue.

Ixd. F. R. Lantleman.
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