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| ‘No. 121 Tead the followmn I’mceedmvs of the erd uf Revenuc, dated 5th" -
S , © ' Decomber 1874, No. 3,532:—

, tead the following letter from W. 8. W HITI IDI‘., 08q., Co] lector of N 'o1th Arcot,’
; ' . to J. GROSE, lisq., bncretdry to the Bozml of Revonue dated Chittoor,
b 27th hovembcr 1874, No. 602 S ~~” ' .
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Ty - 1 mave the hcsnor to sulmiit my dctmlnd roport on thp ddlndrve\ caused to Public
- ‘ Works, etc “in thﬂ db:'ﬂh*by the recent heavy floods m the Palar and other rivers. ..

2. Very hvatv ra.m fell all over th(, dnatnct on the mrrht of ‘the 23rd and on -
{he 24th, and oxtmordmarv floods came down the I’alar, the l’omey, the Cheyar, % rand
‘other rivers on the “’oih and "bth October last. In the Palar the flood ,commenced
durm" the night of the z4th "The floeds were of. unprccodcnted Inqrrnltudb "at the
Palar Anicut, the water rose’ pine inches above the pu_uously recorded m.xmmumq
-and would doubtless have been still higher if the amcut had not given way ; while at
' the Chg} ar, the water was no Jess: ﬂmn three fwt ‘ﬂm}e the highost level prevmmly .

.

-

1

recorded. s L
.3, Twas at tle ime of the floods in the Palmanair. Taluq, and was' for some
.~ days completely cut off from all Lommumcatmn with Chittoor and the' southern
_ portions of the disirict ; as soon as letters rcached me, informing me of tha disasters
- © which had occurred, I lost no time in, hastenmﬂ' to the south of the district, where I
: Jfourid that intimation of the damages to fhe various Public Works had been already
S o , 'communicated by telegraph to Gov ernment by the local officers. I therefore at onc q
o L . 1;1'0ceeded to visit and inspect each of the important works senously affected by the
- ﬂoodq in view to my submitting a full and detailed report for the information of Gov-
S BRI " ernment.- 1 deeply re"rct to have -to inform the Government that the damages
A . sustained by the Publie Works of all kinds by the late’ ﬂoc)fl are of the most serious
R BRI Lmd aud which will entail a very heavy outlay to repair. ©° .
E "Lt 7 4, The most 1mportant Public Work 5, and whmh Wele moqt semously m_]urt.d by
. V the eﬁ"ects of the ﬁoodﬂ are as quOWS’ - R -
TR § The budge over the 1’&1&1 neay; Y ellum : ‘16 au,hes have iallm, and two* more
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'} A f ., arcina pwmrlous condxtmn. ‘ o

oA ... . TIL The anicat across the Palar near ’er ’\boutl 1)0 feet (,[ le 1)0‘1) of
* this work have bLeen entircly destr u)“(,d ‘ oo
Lo, o T1II "The I’ome5 ‘Anicut across the 1"0m(~y or Trivellam River; nearly the whale

’ - A

,of the bouly ] has been carried away, aud the foundations have beeu thl&(‘ﬂ.

IV. The Cheyar Anicut across the riv er of lh.xt pame in the “ andewash Taluq
ﬂw approaches have breached, and the channels have also breached in several places by
the head sluue bemo turned the axmut &n«l thc bndm' have Leen left unin jured,
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v. The Kaveripak Tank a

Proceedings of 1k

» injured the work
VI. The Poondi Lurge Tank in the Wallajuh

from the I'alar

which

enormcus a volume of water {lat

PUNPUREV N A AN

and therely the tanks of Lau
— are situated lower down, were all lreached at once and the same time.

breaches are reported to have carried into the I(nveril'.ak Tank (already quite full) 8o -
its two large calinguluhs were incap M
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ing the surplus water sufliciently fast, und the tank

in immincut danger.

mention that tbe

full, atout 29 millions cubic yards, and is situated at the head of the

it were to Lurst, a flood of terrible magnitnde would

If, by any calamity,
11t o constantly

the valley of the Cortilliar and along the Cooum i

" jnereasing YO

in its

and- loss of life. Fortunatcly the tank was thoroughly rep

Tume of w3

shout two years 2g0 at a cost of Is. 4,370, and

attributed tLe successful ma

sustained.
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much
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great
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J\West Line of Railway.
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present state proesents an examplo of magnificently hon
£ Public Works, IIad there beena flaw 1
opt away.

art 0

much-abused Department o
Lere can be no doubt it would have been completely s%

\[adras Photographer, Lappened to be in the vicinity
to Cudlupah, and T cansed

on, t

mindur,

.e Mahendravaly Channel has also breackhe
bridge over the Pulmanair River on {he road to Ba
damaged ; the flood rose 211 feet fro
swept completely over the Lridge, which was entirely
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apet walls, roadway,

Lich I now submit eopies for the

od to Tun with great violenco for
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was

est 10 calenlating the volume o
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4 in consequence.
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10tk December 187 4.

mfmel from the Palur, Anicut w
the overflow of the river, and the water fulling juto the Govimd
Jdone for the restoration of the St. Andrew’s Bridge
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‘Procecd{ngs of the Madras Gdz‘crn(mcm‘, Revenue Lilpartment, - -
- 10¢% December 1874, ” -

x ST L oy
5. In the margin is given the pumbér of tanks and channels breached or

No. of Tanksll\'o. of 'Chan'- floods in cach of the talugs of the

Names of Talugs. breached or |uels breached district. Fortunately, however, with
: damaged. | or damaged. | but few exceptions, the tanks thus

-l_); Xa;llgjah li . T -, importance. ¥
y Q'?nom REEEDNE e 1. 6. Almost every road in the-
g. 130?::.1;?“%}1 03 - 'dlstrict has been more or less
6. Gudiattum . . o damaged, the worst, ujuries being
'g. z’ﬁmmmir 14 e sustained by those near’ the Talar
R CHIttooT... e -0 1° R & b Vellore. 4o, )
o (hendmpberri o] 11 [ at Vellore, and between , Arcot,
In ©9 villages ... 106 | -.19 - . Ranipet, and the Talar Anieut that

[ e S 3 I z .

R to have suffe RV

those in the Punganur Zemindari, where, as I havo.statod, a gif;iei:;i; :;gixr:f:llm?
I am happy to report that no loss of life took plage by these floods, except one mar;
who was drowned in attempting to ¢ross the Palar on a small raft between Vellore and
Fatpadi, and of four persons in the village of Melatangal in the v\Vmideivzisli* Talug by
the fall of & house. Inthetown of Gudiattum, thirty-nine houses situated on the bank

. ... o . BIth > vt . o
of the river, and somec houscs 1 the villages of Pungodu and Tokkancolam in the

Arcot Tulug, situated close Dby the Palar, were, washed away by the flood. , The loss

"of private property dsesnot on the Whole appéir to have becn by dny nicans as great as

M .
-
[

wo might bave expected.

= To a large estent crops are :reporte& to have been damaged byf ‘ﬂ;lé‘ foods.
I have issucd orders to the effect that, on receipt of applieatiims for remission from - - .

tho ryots concerned, the necessary azimaish or survey shall at once be made, and the

result reported at the ensuing settlement. On this dccount some remission will doubt-
¥ v .

loss be necessary during the current fasli. In the "abscnce of information as to the
extent to which crops have been lost, I am unable even approximately to estimate the

probable amount of such remissions. 1 am sanguine, however, that they will not be

very heavy, for, in several places, I saw myself floods sweeping over fields of growing
' o

crops, which, when the water subsided, _i:evi\'cd in the most surprising manuer
although 1 had supposed that not a blade would be left on the ground. E -

8. I enclosé an abstract statement showing the beriz for 1233, under the Palar,
. L,

the Doiney, and the Cheyar Anicuts, in order that the Board may scc to what extent
the Government revenue will sufter if the damages done to the above anicuts (espe-

. cially those on the Pular gud the Poiney) are not at once repaired. Most fortunately

the anicuts did not breach till all the  tanks they- supplied wore completely filled, and
! y filled,

for the present, therefore, the crops dependent thereon for irrig&itiop are safe, and there

will be no immediate loss of revenue. _.But the most active meagures will have to b

. . o . -, - < e

taken to ensure & supply of water: for next season’s cultivation, for otherwise there
. , v

will be without doubt an enormous loss of revenue to Government, and very great

puffering will be entailed ‘on the rycts. I am now in communication with the District

Engineer at to the remedial neasures Le “would propose to adopt ” for the saving of

water pending the restorativy, of the Palar qnd the POin"’)’ Anicuts,. and as soon as

1
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Z’r@c‘eftli'ﬁgs of the Madras Gorvernment, Revenue Department,
) 10¢/ Decenler 1874.
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I hcar from him, T shall do’ myself the honor of again addressing the Board on the
subject. . ’ . .
9.' I beg to forward, herewith, copies of the marginally-noted letters received
Ty E ) from the Deputy-Conservator of Forests of
}ﬂj, gﬁ)?) un’t:»d 23‘:‘}1\ g;&ﬂ:{)gﬁf*' this distriet on the subject of the damages
» 402 5, Gth . done by the-late floods to the several
‘ i . plantations in his charge.  Mr. Shefield
#o fully reports on the injurics done to the pluntations, that I do not re-write them
here, The Board will ses that the damages as reported by him are most disastrous.
I have requested Mr. Sheffield to submit Lis proposals to remedy the mischief sustained
+ by the plantations, and they will be reported to the Doard in due pourse.

10. This report would have Deen submitted some days back had it not been
that I discovered that the information at first sent in to:me of the destruction of, or
k damages to, Public Works was in muny respects exaggcm}ed and unreliable. For

_instance, I was at first positively informed that the Cheyar Anicut had been totally
dlestroyed, but subscquently the information was found to be incorrect, and so also in

b 2]

respect to divers other works of hrigation. This was doubtless owing to the. very.

natural excitement and terror of the loeal revenue offiecers ; but baving discovered
" that the reports coming in were not thoroughly trustworthy, I considered it aml}'isut’lf’
. to delay this repert uatil I had really relialle information as to what had eceurred,
but this-could not be obtained for some time until after the floods had subsided, and
the various works could be visited and inspected, and, as T have ‘montinnod already,
I have myself dene this in all the most important eases. I have had photographs
taken of the ruined bridge over the Palar near Vellore, and forward copics of them,
herewith, for the inspection of the Board and the Govefmmuent ; ulso of the Palar
Anicut taken under the orders of the IMead Assistunt Collector. 4

Excrostre No. 1.

From Mr. T. SHETFIELD, DﬁputyTCnnservuior of Forests, to W. S, WIIITESIDE, Esq.s.

Collector of Notth Arcot, dated Keclminnel, 27th October 1874, No. 373.

" It is my painful dufy to report the almost entire destruction of the Kealminnel Plantation.
2. The plautation was about 150 acres” extent, and I had planted 120,600 plants on it
this season and had stil about 30,000 to plunt, when the Pular River sud donly rome about 10
o'clock in the morning of the 23th instaut, flooding the whule plantation to a depth of 3 fuets
swept entirely away about 30 acres of land with 30,000 plunts on it, cleaned all the fenco
that remained after the flood in June last, woslied down the hut and has buried in sand and
rubbish almost the whole of the remaining plants. : ..! :

3. Ilhave goton.totlhe plartation this morping after & great deal of troulile, and hava
all the coolies T can persuade Lo eross the chiaunel between it and tha Arcot I{«)ilil:hnnl st work
in uncarthing the buried plants before they dia. ' B .

4. Ihavenot yet Lad any reports Irom tho other plantations in consequence of - the river
Leing so high, the siation road Letween the toll-gate and the town of Vellore is flooded, aud
people unable to cross, but I espect them hourly and will submit them directly I receive them.
)

Al

- .
Excrostrp No. 2.

From the samo officer, dated Vellore, 3rd Nuvember 1874, No. 390.

Ix continuation of my letter, dated 27th ulti;no, IYO._ 373, I have the Lonor to inform you of
" the damage done to the following plantations by the flood of 25th October last. - ‘
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L K Procecdings of the Madras Gorerniment, Revenue I{iymrlmen!,
g . - 10¢h December 1874. N
v :L{L‘ :-' . . -{Q;: S L]
‘\!;LL Trivellans DPlantation.—The forester reports that 192 yards ‘of the brnd thrown up two'y bars
o'l %? - agn, to protect the plantation from the Puinoyl, wrs sweph away th:ft the water rushing through
. ‘, i[ } : this gap breached the northern fence of the plantation, Acnntinued . one streain )through the
zg - nowly-planted portion of the plantation, then divided ; one br:mcl{ passing thxo;llgh t I;Ot;a.st ;)f the
!ﬁ? . plantation and joining the Poiney River, the other Lranch followmg strfxlghtt rox:lg 1Ve T ;.mta-
1. Lif tion from porth to south and carried the whole of tho southern fencing into the Palar River; and
E .‘? ’Lu“ —_ that 2,500 to 3,000 trees wers swept away, of which more ﬂxm} 100 were 1“-1'3? trees, but the .
l ;;f- N remainder rewly’ planted. S R . . . C e - |
L3 Thengal Plantation—~The wholo, ‘of tle river-side fence of this plantation is reported to
< "‘@f . have entirely disappearcd, and about 200 yards of the lund side damaged.
- ‘ f@f ;‘ x renavados Piantation—The river-side fenc? reported to have been "\ashed a'away and a
H I Tfé 3 width of two or three yurds of plantation along its whole length also gone, and thirleen large
F " trees thrown down and lost in the flood.
‘ ?‘.Ej Ammaondy Pz'an‘&diorz.——Mr. Newman reports the disappearance of all the fencing, and that‘,
; ffvt& . the nursery is covered with sand, but as the sand can easily bo cleared from r;)xe nursery a:nd as
:.') ¢ iJ ) most of the fencing went in June last, there cannot be m\_mh losa now. Jhe ground is not
' Yo Xp planted. - - ' 2. o o
,3 \ ;’j’;}%;{ Veerinjerpuram Plantation is reported to hafg suffered great damage. The flood is said to
E . iff B i ’ Lave gnne entirely through the plantation, levelling all the fence and thousands of the large trees,
-'*' " i' hy and covering all the young trees with sand ; but I, a1 df)ubgful about the f:’u'st part.. Idonot
f e A {hink it can be so bad, for somse parts of the ,plm}taﬁon lie high above the river ; besides I h‘a.ve
DY ticed at Keelminncl that trees of twenty feet Ligh stood the rush of water through them .mth-
8 ;? ;‘ . not beine in the least affected ; and {hat it was only in places where there was a sudden fallin the
\ Z. oul : ?hqt largo trecs wera rooted up. Hm\:ever} 3153 dm}u}gg’is bad gx}qugh on a.ll the I\lant‘n-
f‘f - - i:gln "sin‘ce the Palar Dridge breke, I have not been able to get to thes«‘f plantations, but the river
‘ '\ ‘ Esﬁ o n(:t:‘ fordable, and they shall be inspected at once.
S IS 52 ' _— : .
) i" ’E Excrosvre No. 3. .
" ’ ": i ¥ ' From the same officer, dated Vellore, 6th November 1874, Xo. 402, *
- . . /1 savE the honor to inform you that I have inspected the Veerinjeepuram Plantation, arfd
v ‘ ' '.i"f;“‘ ‘am sorry to say I found it in almost as bad a stale as ‘reported by the forester, and as shown in
NI i ?,‘ my le:f,;r, No. 390, dated 3rd instant. e
t e 2 ’ 2. The plantation stands on the site of the ‘old Multa Cha:nnal, and at 'tne east-south-
o ;\ ’q, cast end, ot the spot where the channel was led from the Ialar Rw?r, 2 ver).' hlgh bu‘uk stood
;0: ri}, Vvl;illh kept the woter in the yiver; this bank gave wny‘wl.wn the river was in very high fload,
< 'l . & and the water came down the centre of the‘ No‘. 1 Plantation 80 sm.l\lcnly and with suecly fg.)m-e
ot f}* as to bear everything that stood in its way, Tippmg: up the g.round wmto great. holes and lnl.ls,
. X ’,r‘:’ . overturning sonue hurdreds of trees 20 to 30 fﬁ(_tt'hlgh, breaching the rloml leading from Veerin-
o V‘in \ s e {OO the railway station which bisccts my plantation, and caried on the same destrue-
R J“Fl.u'“u;}\'o 2 Plaatation so bad that I think there is a loss of fully 60,000 plants of 3to 6
"i . 7' % e ;:’Z: ]1:;";1, ::.nd thoso not merely Luriad in sand as were the Keolminnel p.lmxts, btft swept clean
. o ar away :nd in the place these plants stood, there is now a broad stream with running water 3 or
) 0 i f‘.;t‘ Lelow the surrounding snrf:f«:e of the plantation. The, damage done to the large trecs
v A E. ;o estensive, Lut not nearly sv bad as reported by the .forester;' there may 'b:a about 400 “'asl}ed
L. i;. ¢ out. not mere; but the whole plantation is covered with ruh}'uah\ and pr;ulf‘y-pear. T}}ere.ls'u\
‘. % ‘21” of Talmyra trees and two large Teak beams stranded in the plantation, and I thm]:l it jis
v ) y % - ? }::; conting Ln.md.si«le on thai has upset the large trecs. Thoe beams belonged to the Railway
i ' ;

« muany, and 1 beg to Le informed whether I shall give them up. They have caused us much

omp ", = , - , : s ’
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2 of the Madras Government, Revenue Departnent,

,/-»‘ Q.

s - /
. Excrostre No. 4.

Statement showing the Beriz under the under-mentioned Anicuts of North Arcot for Faeli 1283.

Talugs. Ascssment. | Fasal Jasty, |  1+oh Totul Beriz.
. ’ Jasty.
: ‘ b o e e -
/ Palar Anicut. ,} R&% A. P R<. A, canl me AT PR
o ’ 7 . A JALTL
Aveot ...l "'";"':'“"“!;“"955 6 4] 9214 0!318 4,6} 65233 319
Want’_j}h.'...................?79,‘242 12 4/6651 8 7|4515 1111 90,410 010
Total %, . ... 11530643 9 8
Poiney Anivut. -
“Wallajah e 52732 9 8] 5,300 0 713508 5 2 61,6315 3
Cudisttam 8769 0-7) a63 4 1] 416 2110 4548 T 7
. : ] |
cmutaor...................... 431115 3| 54 411 92713 l 584 1 7
Total ,, ' ’ | 72012 8 7
’ PP "eoee —_—-—-—-‘_______
Cheyar Anicut. l - i
‘3 _ ' | :
‘andemsh............‘.....60120 0 e; 37 41013,202.0 2| c3,359 5 6

e

Carnoor,

Rth Novemlber 1874, (Signed) Ww. 8

S,

StsMITIED for the inform
November 1874, No. 1 ydol,

2. The dama"c done b

which can only be remedied
Revenue,

“Public W orks, and Forest De
3. The Vellore Local T
Government he

4. Tmmediate work is ne

Anicut (Rs. 1,55, GH), ,200 fo
(Bs.72,013) +which is ucarly
approaches and channels of whic

. thanzels which are reporte
5. The Deputy-Conse

of Lis plantations which

6. TFive lives are re

all deshu) ed;

1 1o have been bre m(hcd

ported to Liave been lost‘

(True Copics zjx}q Extract.)’

ation of Government with rcﬁron(e to G 0-: .

cessary to prevent a loss of rev cmw under ’he Anicut
Y 1
et of which have been swept awuy j the Poin¢ y

“the Cheyar Anicut (B3 68,5 Li a.u
L have Leen d.unwvd, and the. pumerous un

t
servator of Forests gives a mdamho]) accmmt °f thé ’
Lave been very suecesstul until now.

(Signed)

Y IIITL IDE,

~Collrctor.' -

"ith

¥ the floods in North Arcot amounts to a gh.at d.xbaster,
gradually by confinuous exertivns on the part ¢
partments, and the Local 1 und Boards. “ .
fund Board will need Lou\xdcml»le aqxxatuuce
fore they can replace the great Vellore Lrid e,
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OrDER THEREOYN, 10th December’ 1‘874, No. 1,533,

‘Tz papers recorded above will be
communicated to the Public Works

Department in view to the speediest mea-
sures possible being faken to carry out the necessary repairs und to obtain funds for

Miscellaneous.

the purpose. o < ‘ o .
DT o, (True Extract.) AR
AR (Signed)  C. G: MASTER,
T ‘ SR . Acting Sceretary fo Government,
K st , - ) , ) - .“ - © J .
To the Loard of R@vvnue. R
. the “Public Works Depa.rinmut.
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