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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
1047 December 1374.
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No.. 193 Read the followitig Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 5th
December 1874, No. 3,632 :—

Read the following letter from W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., Collector of North Arcot,
to J. GROSE, lsq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Chittoor,
27th November 1874, No. 602 :—

T mave the hérlor to submiit-my detailed report on the damages eaused to Public
Works, ete., in thiy distui® by the recent heavy fldods in the Palar and other rivers.

2. Very heavy rater fell all over the district on the night of the 23rd and on
the 24th, and extraostliinary floods came down the Palar, the Poiney, the Cheyar,’and
other rivers on the 25th and 26th October last. In the Palar the flood commenced
during the night of the 24th, - The floods were of unjrécedented magnitude: ut the
Palar Anieut, the water rose nine inches above the previously recorded maximums;
and would doubtless have been still higher if the anicut had not given way ; while at
the Cheyar, the water was no Josw thun fhree Teot ahove the haghest level previously
recorded. :

3. T was at the time of the floods in the Palmanair Talug, and was for some
days completely cut off from all communication with Chittoor and the southern
portions of the district; as soon as letters reached me, informing me of the disasters
which had occurred, 1 lost no time in hasfening to the south of the district, where I
fourid that intimation of the damages to the various Public Works had been already
communicated by telegraph to Government by the local officers. I therefore at oncg
proceeded to visit and inspect each of the important works seriously affected by the
floods, in view to my submitting a full and detailed report for the information of Gov-
ernment.- 1 deeply regret to have to nform the Government that the damages
sustained by the Public Works of all kinds by the late flood are of the most serious
kind, and which will entail a very heavy outlay to repair. l .

4. The most important Public Works, and which were most seriously injured by
the effects of the floods, are as follows:—

»
1. The bridge over the Palar neax Yellore ;16 arches have fallen, and two*more
are in a precarious condition. . ;
[I. The anicat across the Palar near Arcot. About 1,200 feet of the body of
this \\‘M‘k have been t'llTiI‘«‘l)’ dt‘h-h'n,\'w’;.
[IL; The Poiney Anicut across the Poiney or Trivellam River ; nearly the whole
{ flie body has been carried away, aud the foundations have been shaken.

V. The Cheyar Anicut across the river of 4hat namein the Wandewash Taluq
» L
{he approaches have breached, and the channels have also breached in several places by

thie head sluice being turned ; the anfeut and the bndge have been left unin jured

.
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Proceedings of the Madras Gavernment, Revenue Department,
10th December 1874. :
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V. The Kaveripak Tank ("h_annel from the Palar, Anicut was ba«lly breached by
the overflow of the river, and the water falling iuto the Govindavady (hannel has
+ injured the work done for the restoration of the Sf. Andrew’s Bridge on the trunk road.
V1. The Poondi Large Tank in the Wallajah Taluq breached by the averflow
from the Palar, and therchy the tanks of Lumatangi and Kadapperi and Poondi,
which are situated lower down, were all breached at once and the same time. ~These

" breaghes are reported to have carried into the Kaveripak Tank (already quite full) 80

enormous a volume of Water that its two large calingulahs were incapablo of discharg-

ing the surplus water sufficiently fast, and the tank was in consequence at one time

jn imminent danger. Fortunately, however, the floods commenced o abate. 1 may

mention that the Kaveripak Tank, which is the Jargest in this district, contains, when
- full, about 95 millions cubic yards, and is situated at the head of the Cortilliar River.
amity, it were to birst, a flood of terrible magnitude would pour down

If, by any cal

the valley of the Cortilliar and along the Cooum River, bringing with it 8 constantly

" jpereasing volume of water from the hundreds of smaller tanks it would sweep away
i;!l its coutre, und the town of Madras finally would be the scene of fright'ful disaster
and+ loss of life. Fortunately the tank was thoroughly repaired by (Government
about two years 880, at a cost of Rs. 4,370, and to that judicious outlay may

attributed the guccessful manner in which the bund stood the severe trial it so Intely

gustained. A
vil. The Mahendravady Channel has also breached in places by the overflow
of the Palar. _ S B ;
vill. The Lridge over the Palmnnair River on the road to Bangalore has
been greatly
hours, an

damaged ; the flood rose 211 feet from the river-bed in the space of
d swept completely over the bridge, which was entirely submerged 10
a depth of 1} feet above the roadway. The parapet walls, roadway, filling in over -

 arches, and pert of the spandrels have been carried away, and the wingsand approaches
~ gueh dumagﬂL but the main part of the structure has been lelt uninjured. The

bridge in its present st

ate prosents an example of magnificently honest work on the

of ‘the much-abused Department of Public Works, Had there been @ flaw in

its construction,

gtress of weathe
¢he bridge, of whi
first was taken on

there can be no doubt it would have been completely swept away. o
Ghirtheri Lall, a Madras Photographer, happened to be in the vicimity, detained by' s
+ on his way to Cuddapab, and 1 cansed him to take photographs of
¢h 1 now submit copies for the inspectioh of Government. The
the afternoon after the flood, and the second the following day.
ued to run with great violence for -three days, the Palmanair Streann | +

The flood contin _ A bk B8 ays, the P ;
bei llen by the contents of a number O X ‘m' nks in the Pw ar
e one “after the other, causing “gyeat dxmmge“fs"ﬁ?éffmy, and @

dari, which preached

the Zemindar, Wi es
‘Oﬁsé‘(’) 000, It was this flood which carried away the Gudiattum '.Bnhge on the
]S{:‘ th "Vcs; Line of Railway- [ am now collecting information as to the size, capacity

3 f the tanks which breached 1n the Punganur Zemindari, :
etr.{):b‘ bc of interest in ¢ of water which passed down in flood
probably :

1X. Five arches of the |
' cepience fo [assenger and traflic 48

great incon
Company resulted in eonsequence.

aleunlating the volume
Gudiattum Railway Bridge were carried away, a0

well as eerious loss to

which, I am sorry to learn, has been roughly _egpimamd at

)

1

1

cad the result wil |

the Railway
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Reven neglfl})arhzzéﬂi,
10tk December 1874,

5. In the margin is given the pumbér of tanks and channels breached or

e o

: ‘No. of Tanks ' No. of Chan-

floods in each of the talugs of the
breached or | nels breached district. Fortunately, however, with
damaged. or damaged. | but few exceptions, the tanks thus
T e i breached are ‘not of very  great

o O ol R R *“,{ . | importance.. .
1
1

Names of Talugs.

2@;@ e 14 Bin :

g. E’memah 63 <hstmt has been more or less

e SN e SR, . | damaged, the worst, injuries being

;73 zalmmmjr ‘l‘i Y " Lmﬁmm_ed ‘hy those near the Palar

R, Chittoor... v s £ R S T PSR AR VR )

9. w“”’d‘:ﬁﬂgﬂ i e VR o e ;ta Noiloge, .t Iyt
T 09 villages .. 106 o SRR -,_._,plpet,gnd»ﬁ%ef Palar Anicut 'that

e G S L

to have suffered heavily as well as

those in the Punganur Zemindari, where, as I have stated, a great many tanks bre .

I am happy te report that no Joss of life mdk'F@?‘?by«thesé_ﬁ&ids,'exﬁept one fith
who was drowned in attempting to ¢ross the Palar on a small vift he WMB'Veﬂore .
Katpadi, and of four persons n tha.villagqof Melatangal in the Wandewa i Talug by
the fall of a house. Tn the town of Gudiattum, thivty-nine houses situated on the bank
of the river, and some houses in the villages of Pungodu and Tokkaneolam in the
Arcot Talug, situated close by the Palar, were washed away by the flood. - The loss
“of private prapercy does not on thé:Wl'l’O’lé "_apiié‘dr to have been by any means as great o
we might haye expected. I : i

-

r 5 ;
T have issued orders to the effect that, on receipt of applications for remission from

the ryots concerned, the - necessary azimaish or survey shall at once be made, and the
result repo‘rted at the ensuing settlement. On this ziccén;it gome remission will douht-
less be necessary during the current fasli. In the ‘absignce of information as to the
extent to which crops have been lost, T am unable even approximately to estimate the
proballe amount of such cemissions. I am sanguine; however, that they w Bt be
very heavy, for, in several places, I.sa.ﬁr‘my_self floods sweeping over fields of growing
crops, which, when the water subsided, revived in the most surprising manner,
although I had supposed that not a blade would be left on the ground.

8. 1 enclosc an abstract statement showing the beriz for 1283, under the Palar,
the Poiney, and the Cheyar Anicuts, in_order that the Board may sce: to St o
the Governmen’ revenue will suffer if the damages done to the above anicuts (espe-
gially-those on.the Palor g the Loiney) axe Hot at onca repaired.  Most fortunately
the anicufs did not breach till all the 'tanks they supplied were completely' filled, an?l

for the present, therefore, thecrops dependent thereon for irrigation are safe, and there

will be no immediate loss of revenue.  But the most active measures will have to be
taken to ensure 2 supply of wator: for next. season’s cultivation, for otherwise there

will be without doubt an enormous loss of revenue to Government, and very great

suffering will be entailed on the ryots. I am now in communication with the District
Engineer as to the remedial Inemmrc's he would propose to adopt for the saving of
water pending the restoraticn, of the Palar and the Poiney Anicuts, and as Skl G

otherwise damaged by the recent

"6, Almost every road in the

: , L L e Arnee to Wandewash appears - 5

7. Toa large extent crops are repomd to have been damaged byi the ﬂocd; o
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e I haear from him, T shall do myself the honor of again addressing the Board on the
; Rubject
9. Thegt to forward hemmth copies of the marginally-noted letters received
S e R e 1 from the Deputy-Conservator of F orests of
: ';Z;% "m:ed 25:(11‘ gi‘:msz*' this district on the subject of the damages
: Cww . done by the-late floods to the several
i 4 _‘“ £ pluntatmns m h"' M&ﬂ Ml'. Sheﬂield
- 8o fully reports frﬂwwuﬁesdmba the pléntations, ﬂmtl do not re-write them
St  here, ﬁaMﬂlmM the damages as reported by him are most disastrous.
- I have requested Mr. Meﬁ to submit his proposals to remedy the mischief suwdmed
1’7 the plantations, and they will be reported to the Boardin due gourse.
~ 10. This report would have been submitted some days buck had it notbeen
that I discovered that the information at first sent in to' me.of the destruction of, or
damnges to, Public Works was in many respects exa ugd and unreliable. For
~instance, T was at first pq&twdy informed that the Cheyar Anicut had been totally
 destroyed, but subscquently the information was found to be incorrect, and so also -

~natural excitement and terror of the local revenue officers; but having discovered

y this report until I had really reliable information as to what had occurred,
- but, this.e ;,mtpi)eﬁ:ﬁmedfor ‘some time until after the floods had subsided, and
-“-th vnnous works could be visited and inspected, and, as T have mentioned alreadys
‘have myself done this Jin all the most important cases. 1 have had photographs
?f the mined budge over the Bala.r near Vellore, and forward copies of ‘them,

nﬁa]nin undm: theo;dmt of ﬂlﬂ Eead Ammtant Collector.

Sy
v

Enmugx No. i

5 3 A Rt R : e
. b < ey

"Itismy pamfnl dniy to report the almost entire destruction of the Keelminnel Planfation.
2. The plantation was about 150 acres extent, and T had planted 120,000 plants on it

o'clock in the morning of the 25th instaut, flooding the wholo plantation to a depth of 3 focts
- swept entirely away about 30 acres of land with 80,000 plants on it, cleaned all the fence
.,shutmunedaftertbaﬂmdm JMOM’WIM dlnm\ %ha ‘hut M hs bmjadm und md
e g thshdmostﬁhewhol«oﬁhammmgphnh s uiy <, Ry
Dve L Ihavegotmtothophnwhmkhmmmgdteramdeal tron 'u!iluwo
' all the coolies I can persuade fo cross the channel between it and tﬁa A’r?sot mx&"hmﬂ at work
in unearthing the buried plants before they die.

4. Ihave not yet had auy reports from the other p]untatmns m consequenee of- the rives
being so high, the station road between the toll-gate and the town of Vellore is flooded, snd
people unable to cross, but I expeet them hourly and will submit them directly I receive them. °

y ¥

R

-'T.
Excrostrr No. 2
From the samb officer, dated Vellor e, Srd November 1874, No. 390.

the damage done ﬁo the followmg planfutwns by the flood of 25th October last.

- respect to chvers other works of nrigation. This was doubtless owing to the very.
that the reports coming in were not_ thoroughly trustworthy, I considered it adyisable _
ﬁl, for the inspection of the Board and the Govermment ; also of the Palﬂ' .

mem T srm?imm Deputy-Conservator of Forests, to W swznﬁsmEEsq: i
Céileotwoﬁ,ﬂmhmaateaxemml 27th October 1874, No. 873,

this season and ha;l still Al)ont&)ﬂ%toﬁnt,whm tthala.r River suddenly rose about 10

Ix contmuauon of my letter, dated 27th ultn.uo No. 373, I have the honor to iuform you d :

i
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