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R Proceedings of the Madras Gozremmenf,\Revenue Depurtment, .
\f Y : Tth December 1874,
\\\.\...{ o B . . «4» .
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i .o No. 86. Read the following letter fxpé& Csptmn C. WALKER, Officiating Inspectm; of
] ' Forests, to C. G. MASTER, Esq., Acting Secrctary to Government, Revenue Depa&-
' ment, dated Ootacamund, 18th October 1874, No. 564 :— . ‘ )

" T nave the honor to submit my Inspection ‘R:ap(;rt on the Madura forests.

7

‘ ‘g , . tor (Mr. Williams) at Pulney ; thence I proceeded over the Pulney Ifills to Teriacolum, inepect-
- \‘Eg . ing the plantations and sholahs, and down the Cumbum Velley into Tinnevelly ; on returning from

which district Mr. Williams met me at Tirumungalum', and accompanied me to Dindigul, tid

Madura, where I spent several days conferring with the Collector.

S % Puysev Tirve.—The depét contains a supply of seasoned sawn Vengay rafters which,
' at the price Rs. 1-2-0 per cubio foot, ought to command a ready sale to the Department of Publie

. ‘Works and private dealers; but there is absolutely no demarid, the cause of which it is'difficult to
: - ascertain.  When.T left the district in 1871 we could scarcely bring in wood fast enough ; but

o

license, which opens a means of smuggling from the Government forests on Zemindari passes.
Large quantities of private Teak are also available at Anamullay, from which place the contractor
for the taluq cutcherry now building supplied himself. Periodical auction-sales might be tried
a8 an experiment ; but we certainly cannot afford to sell sawn Vengay for less than the present
rates. o ra . ' .
3. VELANcoMBAY PraNTaTION.—TLis €3 perimental Teek plantation (referred to in para-.
graph 11 of G. O., No. 503, dated 29th April 1874) was commenced under my ordersin 1870,
. and only eontains at Ppresent some 2,000 trees, which have cost, up to the commencement of the
present official year, upwards of Rs. 500, without including & per-centage for supervision. This
" 18, of coursé, very high ; but f is invarinbly the ease with segaid 5 Sxpétimicstal planting on a small
scale. The growth has been remarkably good, the older trees ranging from twenty-five to thirty
. feet in height, with a girth of nine inches to a foot at three feet from ths ground. The great
mistake which has becn made in their treatment has been over-pruning, by which the trees have
run up weak and whippy eud without covering the ground 80 as to prevent a rank growth of
grass. I pointed this out to M, Williams, who stated that this exoessive pruning had been
approved of Ly Colonel Beddome ; but I think there must have been some mistake. I advised
Mr. Williams in future to allow of no pruning, exoept when he or the forester was present, and to
use the knife as little as possible. ' T also suggested his aséei'taining‘ the extent and nature of
. gmund available for planting, and submitting proposals for gradual extension with estimates,
ef~., as prescribed in Circular No. 34. ; ‘ S '
4. Kovaigaxer.—I wag glad to note that the main sholah was certainly much thicker
thal} when I lagt saw it ; and Mr. Levinge says there is no doubt it has grown up since effectual
_ measures were taken to consezp it and allow of only back-going trees ,previm:lsly marked being
+ . yemoved. The boundary an mspection paths dividing the blocks should be kept clear, and
felling strictly restricted to one block at a time, ° . L]
. The Eucalyyptus plantation planted on the site of the old native village contains ‘i;pwargbs of
4,000 trees, the majority of which are thriving, though the soil in some porticns ig not favorzble.

the :Acaci;z mekz’rzo:rylon which will grow well whero the Eﬁcalypti will not, and surveyed so 8s to
yrevent any encroachment, . ‘
The ‘Acacia plantation at upper end of the Lake is reported to contain some 3,500 trees, but

has recently suffered Zreatly from the- attacks of the rat (8us providens) which at one time did

.. great damage to_"‘:@ho Nilgiri plantations, I gave Mr. Williams instructions regarding the
nmeasures‘found most effectual in denling with this evil there, which, I trust, ke has adopted ere this.
The older portion of this plantation has been several times burnt over, and I do not think

the trees will ever do much good. I have recommended the planting up at least the lower portion

. of the area enclosed, replacing casunlties' by Wattle seedlings, and coppicing a portion of ﬂ"",
* * plantation. I think it very désirable that the planting’ and consequent” expenditure should ba’

’
e »

I entered the district from Coimbatore and met. the Sub-Collector and Deputy-Conserva-

the Zemindari forests of Retiembady and Ayagudy have since been throwa open to felling on

"The whole area should, I think, be planted up, casualtios being replaced by well-rooted plants of -
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" prove favorable, I recommend that the ex

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
T ~* Tth December 1874,

finished a8 early as possible ; in fact, it should never have been allowed to extend over a number

of years as has been the case. " The expenditure on both these plantations amounts to Rs. 2,000, °

eonsiderable m

I more than it ought, had the whole area beon plantad up in 8 eouple of years as was
intended ; but t

he amount includes a share of compensation paid to the inhabitants of the huts in
the old village, the planting of which site was undertaken mor

of the appearance of the settlement than mere
well repay expenditure if properly managed.”

5. PrreacoLuM.—The demand at this depdt is slack, and it may be found advisable to
substitute auction-sales for those ot fixed rates. "There is,

ito ; however, no extra espenditure incurred
by retaining the timber-yard, ss the yard-keeper acts also as the forester's gumastah, .

T cannot help thinking that a good deal of timber i ¢ ’
ment forests in the neighborhood and those of the Bodan
management of the Forest Department for the Court of
well-defined traots and closing the rest should, I thi

profit.” Still the plantations will eventually

ikenur Zemindari at, present under the
Wards. " A system of restricting felling to

drivers, and so long a3 this s the case sny
out of the question, and we must be prepared to see lorati e
forester’s books and those of the timbor yal;d-keeper‘s ar:&::,ﬁ 119;?;:: ?Zi Ox{ f::hbi e)r,}i:ru.lin?;f
both by the Deputy-Conservator is abeolutely necessary, I impre’ssed this on ﬁr Williams.

. 6 Urmx‘uju.-—-'l‘here is & considerable stock of timber in the depét Periodical auction=
sales for the disposal of the older portion, some of which {5 deteriorating rap';dl y, appear advisable,
:;11'1 if;f;: 4TS RIposrs Teocseary in. seleating the tres to b falled and their preparation 5OF

e mar R

LD gTeatest dithonl y med we

) " ammcyunce h‘ex’penenaecf b tics having obtained forest land
on Qurichast and setting up 8 regulne timber-trade by fseap g Tho standing orders of
the Board, No. 151/6, dated 171} An g licenses,

: gust 1869, is 1 ted subse-
quent to that date; but T feay thet muck o g » Prevent this in the case of la.nd‘ granted sdurk.
hact e 1B aren reforred to was granted pronomﬂy on

st or cowloe in which case we cannot interf ; ivation appears
generally unadvisable, and ghould ériers. Any further extousion of eultivution sppesr

bo .
available, and cultivation, ag o rule Btnetly guarded against

—— Rs.—'llhe growth has been favorable, but expem_lit“?f
: 0 ¢ cost R, tension
this plantation st presont The:nhgu :t 1,2.00. I would not reoommen_d any exten:lth °f
highor up tho sl o (c)me time apparently been a considerable gm'bl by
)8 : i ®
the ghaut-trace in connectiog with t}lrm Pox: ok t?bo\e th? % l.evel, ol ?nsll‘}' wesil forest
. - 9yaur project, which might be maintained as & 50 Bt
Srpermental furestry in this valley, and small portious mlgn
siderable portion of this forest should, od, pending the passing of a Fornst Act, when 8 ¢©
that I am aware of, and the gTaZing privil
restricted without injustics. At Pprosant
and fire devastates the whols tract,
8., Sarmavevny Prawtation Tiunyy
. Ny b xGALUM TALUQ.—-Thi . ‘ment&l fne‘ Plan-
t?:;]; ’Zﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ’-” - b{ M"_ Williams. A portion of the 1;1: h': ifif rx:loughed and soed
:herﬁiom be eonside;::dmmwia m::;m’ % yeb without, much Success, and operations hitherto must
north-east monsoon, as the . il " . Tecommend that one more trial bo made during the
" fo end ﬁltua.i:.lon Ppear generally favornble. Should this I}’St
. . perimont be abanduned.  Nothing has been done in this
ta.luq. with rzgarg to taking up tank-beds for Ganservation and improvemint of reproduction 84
sanctioned by Government in 1871, much to be re gretted, and I trust mow that

Thia {5

Mr. Wﬂlmmsa attention has been called to th matter, there may be no further delay. Similar
operations in Tinnevelly have proved fairly suocesafy] ag already renortod. and no loss results to the
ryots who are £ bo allowsd $0 ramacoa b . 3. . J reportod, and no los

o with a view to the improvement

landestinely removed from ti ,Govern-

constituted a Stato rescrve. There are no inhalitants -
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' Tth December 1874. ‘

9. Mapvra—The formution of the fuel-reserves in the neighborhood of this large town
i to meet the railway and local demand has not been attended to, and I have called Mr. Williams's
particular attention to the subject. The measures proposed are minutely detailed in r p<rts and
Government orders on record in the Forest Office, and were all approved of by Goverument in
1871. MMr. Williams states that want of funds has prevented his making the progress he should
have liked ; but I do not think he can ever have studied the orders, nor understood fully what &
“ fuel-reserve ” meant. In the quarterly reports hitherto submitted by himself and the Col-
{ lector mention is made of several which I regret to find exist only in name. One or two
:}a watchers have, it is true, been appointed to watch extensive areas, but not only have those not
§ been fenced in, but no real attempt at demarcation, exclusion of fire, eattle, and goats, or improv-
ing the reproduction has, so far as I ecould ascertain, been made. There is one gratifying reflec-
tion that here at least there can have been no undus interference with the rights and immemorial
customs of the people ! Aud Mr. Williams assures me that there is still a large area of inoxhausti-
Lle forest or jungle on the Alagherry Covil ILill I confess, I do not believe in incrhaustible
- jungles in the face of & large and increasing demand, and should very much have preferred to
* have seen a much smaller extent really constituted a reserve, the extont and, annual yield of which
} we could estimate and rely on; and I trust that steps in this direction ma j no longer be delayed. .
i It may be found possible to constitule the whole Alagherry Covil Malley a reserve, partly close
.; and partly open, arrangements being made for the nacessary grazing ground and free supply of
{ fire-wood to the neighboring villagers entitled to those privileges. In this case, it would,
¢ I think, be found advissble to lay down a light tramway to the foot of the hills, 10—14 miles, .©
¢ 88 the quantity to be supplied to the railway and Madura town will be very considerable ;

| the former taking the large, and tho latter the smaller wood. I have mentioned the matter to
i Mr. Williains, and, if wo ovisie
3
{
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ta o Qufinite acrangomert in Novenher régm‘ding the ralway

supply for the future, think it ehould receive his best attention and that of the Collector, The

; timber-yard hers is, I think, too far away from the centre of the town, and the talug cutcherry .
f into which purchasers‘ have to pay their money. I originally selected a site close to the palace

{i where all the public offices will eventually bo located, and if that be still available would muck

b

prefer fo see the timber removed there, or at least somewhere nearer the Office of the Deputy-
Conservator, the Range Overseer, and the taluq treasury. l

The demand is good, and the dep6t wherever located shouid, I think, be properly and neatly
enclosed, planted, and a yard-keeper’s office and pendals erected. - ~

Some of the older beams should, I think, be sold off by public auction, and it appears advis-
able to bring in a supply of bamb il

008 as an experiment, a3 there is a great demand for them in
Madura. '

LT NP

) 10. . Tne Srrra-Morravs axp Dinp1our.—The remarks as to the formation of fuel-reserves
in the neighborhood of Madura apply equally here. Nothing has really been dons to constitute

'} real fuel-reserves in accordance with the plan originally sketched out and approved of.
Some attempt should, I think, be made to seoure, by lease or purchase, the entirs control of -
{ the forests on the Sirra-Mullays. The :

¢ y contain little valuable timber, but the productimz might
 be greatly improved both as regards quantity and quality, and, with proper care, should yield an

everlasting supply of jungle and fire-wood for the supply of Madura and Dindigul, the railway,
i *und surrounding country, besides befie

ficially affecting the climate. If these hills get into the
- hands of a clever and unscrupulous lessoo or oontractor, they will form a never-ending source of

dispute and loss to Government. All timber, /3, removed will be said to be from the Zemindari.
I consider, therefore, that scaroely any price would be too great to pay for the acquisition of this
Zemindari village, which yields but a small and precarious revenus to the Zemindar himself.
The Sub-Collector (Mr. Bliss) is confident that ho could arrange for its transfer to Government on

terms liberal and just to the Zemindar, and I trust, therefore, he may be instructed to take steps to
; that effect in communication with the Deputy-Conservator.

¥

. " 11. GENERAL Remarrs.—Many of these suggestions which have been fully discussed

EP P
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.} with the Collector, to whom I bave also comraunicated them in writing, will unfortunately kave -

*



i

" tannshs to the detriment of conservan,

No. 87. OrpER TRERFOY,

-

P'roceédz'ngs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
_ Tth December 1874.

to stand over for the present owing to the financial crisis which has oecurred in this district owing
to the curtailment of budget allotments and ROR-

but I trnst that the main points to which T h
worked up to as funds are made available.

The forest overseers in charge of ranges supported as I hope they will be after the revision
by adequate fixed establishments should be held strictly responsible for the exeoutive management
of their ranges, and the Deputy-

Conservator becomes more an inspecting and controlling officer
under the Collector and not hirgself the executive. A forest officer cannot, of course, be too

much in his forests, but, as he cannot be in every part of the district at one time, he should hold
the reins only: in his hands and not try to drag the conch himsolf ; this can only be done by

Tegular not excessive office-work performed, as a rule, daily and at certain hours, whether at head-
quariers or in camp. I bave never found any good

curtailment of working expenses in prol-ml'ﬁon >
ave alluded may bo steadily kept in view snd

result from an officer travelling rapidly about
" by hiwself, and would much rather that an officer in
. an overseer’s range during the year than rushed

spected slowly and thoroughly one talug or
5 through the district every month. I have
impressed this on Mr. Williams with the ConeCtor’B approv.a.l, To enable him to ¢arry on the
duties efficiently he must have a second writer whose entertainment. as s ¢ emporary mcasure,
pending the general revision of subordinate establishments, T haye al;eady recommended to the
Boarl. Two more office-prons will also be Tequired, as at present men ave taken away from their

Lo @ ond revenue. ALl thess points will havo separate
attention in communication with the Bo,

ard.
Perliaps the most pressing point connected

isi with forest management in Madura at present i8
" the making proper provision for the railway fy,

) ¢l supply, then the plantations and checking of

unauthorised felling, and then t}e initiation of regular forestry and a pre-considered working
~plan for the ersuing year'or term of years_ e e

The last applies everywhore, and T amg
. weo introdaes it ; but any attempt would, I fe
gottloment, and faresii valuation SUrveys,

convinesd Little or ng rou'f p;'ogress can be made £ill
ar, be fut:

lo at present for want of an Act, demarcation,
Tth Decomber 1874, Xo. 1,515.

A Forests, No. 10, | Coxxrexicarep to the Board of
— Revenue,

(True Extract.)

(Signed) €. G. MASTER,
Acting Seeretary to Government:

| To the Board of Revenus.
» the Inepector ¢f Forests.

Exd. A. Grubert.
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’ I’rom Capta.m C WALKER, Officisting Inspector of Forests, to C G. MASTER, Esq i Actmg

Secretary to Government, Revenue Department dated Ootaca.mund 13th Oetober 1874 )
No. 364. -

. T uave the honor to submit my Inspectlon Report on the Madu'a forests.
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. i I entered the district from Coimbatore and met the Sab- ColIedcor and Deputy-Conserva—.
? ‘ .;'.':-, - '_ ! tor (Mr. Williams) at Pulney ; thence I proceeded over the Pulney IIills to Periacolum, inspects
. ) LY ;-‘1 ’ ing the plantations and sholahs, and down the Cumbum Valley into Tinnevelly ; on returning from . .
: ;[ hee 1 whicly distriet Mr. Williams met me at T irumungalum and accompanied me to Dmlh"'\ll vtd .
‘ f( ! i ' . i . Madura, where I spent several days confem.n .with the Guilector. o :
’ ' 1 w.:,);" ‘f o 5 . 2. Prisey T‘“‘LQ —The dePOf» contains g supply. of scasoned sawn Vengay rafters wl ,A,
s § :. ;"f N ‘ sb the price Rs. 1-2-0 per cubio foof, ought to Qommund & Teady sale to the Depm'tment of DPublie
f-,‘{“?f,‘_, i }‘;\ 5 j Works and private dealers; but there is absolutely no demand, the cause of which it is difficult to
[ ot " - = g \ f{ 'E“l’i\:. ' o ascertain. When I left the district in 1871 we could Scateoly bring in wood fast enough; but
e 2 Y o . < 3 ::" o } the Zemindari forcsts of Retiembady and Ayagudy ‘have since been thrown open to felling on
""ig % R L g‘ i 2 i ‘.'; t:'«y" R E license, which opens a means of smug hng ffom - tne Government forests on Zemindari passes.
;" E t" S ? 3 - %" ; b:1~ ' & i_mge q;:;ntme:(;f private Teak are also ‘Wﬂﬂﬂm@ at Anamullay; from which place the contractor
S = s ) 8 =2 ; ,%) R CTYN or the taluq cutcherry now building Supphed hlmself . Periodical auction-sales might be tried
SEE o = g o — y I EANN 4 &8 an experiment ; but we certainly canuot aﬁor.d to scll sawn V. engay for less -than the present
; :‘;“74 G[ Al o " g = R 4 Bl };4 N { mutes. . Sy
g & ;? = t?‘ :'3 ¥ t«:‘u : pt 1 :Lg t}y',%& ! 4 3. VELANCOMBAY PrLANTATION.—This " expenmental TeaL plantatxon {referred to in pars-
! 23 » 2 Y B g o2 ; ‘?""ﬁi",ﬁ : { graph 11 of G. O., No. 503, dated 29th Apnl 1874) was commenced under my ordersin 1870,
R "E:g ‘3’ = = S 2 .':I : ‘% ‘,‘\" ' { . and only contains at present some 2,000 trees, which have cost, up to the commencement of the .
53 ' v E S‘E & = = ‘ \& 2‘{ 3"&.\" ¢ present official year, vpwards of Ra. 500, without including a per-centage for supervision. This -
25 a ‘:" ‘ i -t;jj i 252 . ‘:%‘; "fif | : is, of course, very high ; but it is invariably the case with regard to experimental plunting on a small
%G\; g P Ej - g:.), 4 %\i‘}fﬁf;{ o } scale. The growth has been remarkably good ; the older trees ranging from twent, y-five to thirty
g Q= il < a <z ) .’1:;3_’ > 1 feet in height, with a girth of nine inches to a foot at three foet from the ground. The greal
L g«z 2 - . § %’1 I —r 1 " . | mistake which has been made in their treatment has been over -pruning, by which the trces have
S0 gg ] , - i zjf ) ,’-g;;’x ”{3 ran up weak and whippy and without eovering the ground so us to prevent o rank growth of
ir; - e S i ST o o RS S IR gle- . gress. Tpointed this out to Mr. Williums, who stated that this excessive pruning had been
T ) ® R AT —— RGN RSO At e P R 3 A %%* I approved of by Colonel Deddome ; buf T 1Litk (Tere must Tave besti “ome” mistake. I advised
2 | i ; "W, - r Mr. Williams in fature tv allow of no pruning, except when he or the forester was present, and to
i ) E"t . ; use the knife as little as possible. I'also suggested his ascexfuining the extent snd naturs of
; ii i {  ground available for planting, and éubmitting proposals for ‘gradual extension with estimgtes,
. RV NTr ‘: _efe, a8 prc—scnbed in Circular No. 34.
| ’(;}_' ! 4., KopatxaxrrL—I was glad to note that the main sholah was certainly :mueh thicker
> ) '”‘3« i than when I last saw it ; and Mr, Levinge says ‘there is 1o doubt it has grown up since efluctual
? ;%: E measures were taken o conserve it and allow ‘of only back-going trees previously marked being
‘ . 134 \ removed. The boundary and inspectionpaths dividing the blocks should be kept clear and
) A i felling strictly restricted to one block at a time. ' )
,‘%‘,_:'«" 3 The Lucalyptus plantation planted on the site of the old native village contains upwards of
' :: £ g 4,000 trees, the majority of which are thriving, though the scil in some portions is net favorable.
: 3;{2‘ f The whole area ghould, I think, be planted up, casualties being replaced by well-rooted plants of
= % { :ﬁ:“:;:‘:g ;’ti’“;"“‘ig’" “]:leh will grow well where the denlypn wﬂl not and suneyed 50 as 1o ‘
> X8 r - croachmen:
n . I C,"’;\ ] The Acacia plantation at upper end ‘of the Lake is reported ta contain some 3,500 trees, but
%‘ * ' %{t : bas recently suffered grcat.ly .fl.om the ettacks of the rat (Mus providens) which at one time did
2" X ’?:% ' E BT eét daunage’ to the Nﬁé"‘*‘:‘ plantations. I gave Mr. Williams instructions regarding ﬂ-le
kA t PR ¢ measures found most effectual in dealing with this evil there, which, I trust, he has adopted ere this.
: ‘ ! i 'E, Tke older portion of tiis plintation has been scveral times burnt over, and I do not think
‘ } _ \, 3 + tho trees will ever do much good.” I have rcoommonded the planting up at least the lower portion
= . ’ ; \,'z';i ; of the area enclosed, replacing casualties by Wattle seedlings, and coppicing & portion of the
& RN . V’: S ! plantation. I think it very desirable that the planting and cousequent expenditure ghould be
- ?’ s fox. } finished as early as possible ; in fact, it should never have been allowed to extend over a number
g . | ) E’ a I{ of years as has been t}le ease. The expenditure on both those plantations amounts to Rs. 2,000,
s ] ) 5 + considerably more than it ought, had the whole area been planted up in a couple of years as was
3 5, { |
’ \ &- .
Ay, ¥ .
s [ :
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intended ; but the amount jncl
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into .Whl(f' thu*flb‘l‘ic offices will eventually be located, and if that be still available would much

Wh;:- 'at% S;: tI;w “timber removed there, or at ledst somewhere hearer t.he Office of the Deputy-

I(;f)iléeﬁ'ato;, the Range Overseer, and the taluq treasury.

o

" The demand is good, and the depdt wherever located should, I think, be properly and neatly
“enclosed planted, and a yard-keeper’s office and pandals erected.
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