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Prowédinys.qf the Mudras Government, R venue Depurtment,

Tth December 1874,
No. 86. Read the foll\owing letter froﬁi éaptuih (s} WALKER, Oﬁiuia.ting Tuspector of

Forests, to C. G. MASTER, Esq., Acting Secrctary to Government, Rovenue Depatt-
ment, dated Ootacamund, 13th.-October 1874, No, 364 :— ; ‘- -
- T mave the honorto submit my Inspection Reporbon the Madura forests. =~ £
. I entered the district from Coimbatore and met. the Bab-Colleetor and Deputy-Conserva-
tor (Mr. Williams) at Pulney ; thence I proceeded over the Pulney Hills to Periacolum, inspect-
. ing the plantations and sholahs, and down the Cumbum Valfey into Tinnevelly ; on retwrning from
‘which district Mr. Williams met me at Tirumungalum‘;ami accompanied me to Dindigul, ¢id
Madura, where I spent several days conferring with the Collector,

% Pupxey Tirve,—The depét contains a supply of seasoned sawn Vengay rafters which,
at the price Rs. 1-2-0 per cubic foot, ought to command a ready sale to the Department of Publie
Works and private dealers ; but there is absolutely no demand, the cause of which it is'difficult to
ascertain.  When I left the district in 1871 we could scarcely bring in wood fast enough ; but
the Zemindari forests of Retiembady and Ayagudy have since been thrown open to felling on
license, which opens a menns of smuggling from the Government forests on Zemindari passes.
Large quantities of private Teak are also, available at Anamnullay, from which place the contractor
for the talug eutcherry now building supplied himself, Periodical auction-sales might be tried
as an experiment ; but we certainly cannot afford to sell sawn Vengay for less than the present
rates S 3 ; ‘

graph 11 of G. 0., No. 503, dated 29th April 1874) was commenced under my ordersin 1570,
and only eontains at present some 2,000 trees, which have cost, up to the commencement of th-e
present official year, upwards of Rz, 500, withont including a per-centage for supervision. This

3. VEnancomsay meuxo;v.—'l‘his experimental Teak plantation (referred to in para-

s, of course, very high ; tut 1 is invariably the eass witli sogafd o expenmental planting onasmall” =

soale. The growth has been remarkably good, the older trees ranging from twenty-five to thirty

. feet in height, with a girth of nine inches to a foot at three fest from the ground. The great
mistake which has been made in their treatment kas been over-pruning, by whick the trees have
run up weak and whippy and without covering.the ground so as to prevent a rank growth of
grass. I pointed this out to Mr. Williams, who stated that this excessive pruming had been
approved of by Colonel Beddome; but I think there must have been some mistake. I advised
Mr. Williams in future to allow of no praning, except when he or the forester was present, and to
use the knife as little as possible. I also suggested his ascertaining’ the extent and natures of

ground available for planting, and. submitting proposals for gradual extension with estimates,
etz as prescribed in Circular No, 34. ; e A

i 4. Kovarkawer.—I was glad to note that the main sholih was certain ly much thicker
than when I last saw it ; and Mr. Levinge says there is no doubt it has grown up since effectual
measures were taken to oo it and allow of only back-going trees proviously marked being

removed. The boundary an®inspection paths dividing the blocks should be kept clear, and

felling strictly restricted to one block' at.a time,

_ 'The Eucalyptus plantation planted on the site of the old native vdlage contains ‘iipﬁﬁ"&é of
4,000 trees, the majority of which are thriving, though the soil in some portions i§. not favorsble. ‘

“ The whole area should, I think, he planted up, casualtios being replaced by well-rooted plants of
the Aeacia melanoaylon which will grow well where the E?wdypti will not, and surveyed so as to
prevent any encroachment. . '

The Acacia plantation at upper end of the Lake is reported to contain some 3,500 trees, but
has recently suffered greatly from ‘the- attacks of the rat (Bus providens) which at one time did

. great damage to ‘the Nilgiri plantations, I gave Mr. Williams instruotions regarding ﬂ"’

measures‘found most effectual in dealing with this evil there, which, I'trust, hie has adopted ere ﬂ!l'

. The older portion of this plantation Has Been' several times burnt over, and I'do mot think

the trees will ever do much good. T have recommended the planting up ﬁi‘lmﬁ"tﬁé}oﬂ:@‘jwf_‘ﬁ@

of the area enclosed, replicing casualtios' by Wattle seedlings, and coppicing a portion of th'
plantation. I think it very désirable that the planting and consequent’ expenditure should be-
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