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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Dépaﬁmenf, /L . g
Y. 24th November 1874. :

o)

No.185.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 141;11.
November 1874 :— :

Read the following letter from E. L. PEARSE, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector of North
"+ Arcot, to W. 5. WHITESIDE, Fsq, Collector of North. Arcot, dated
Vellore, 4th November 1874, No. 782. ik i
I gave the honor to report that very serious damage has been done by recent
freshes in the Palar—five arches of the Gudiathum Railway Bridge, Aixteenrches of the
Vellore Bridge, and a large portion of the anieut below Arcot having been destroyed.
Heavy rain fell here, and presumably all over the river-basin on the night of the 23rd-
94th ultimo. Inches 4-76 were recorded at this station. The river rose on the even-

ing of the 9'4th, and in the course of the night overflowed its banks a little to the west TN

of the bridge and inundated the fields lying between the river and the Fort. The
, water passed the road by means of a tunnel and road<dam, and went off eastward.
without doing any damage, except to the crops. The road acting asa bund sufficed, but
barely sufficed to protect the little village of Totapoliem which lies on its east i
The insufficiency of the tunnel at this point had already been recognized, and the
Local Fund Board passed a resolution in their September meeting calling for an
estimate for a larger bridge. : e ‘ &
2. The river continued in flood Sunday and Monday (25th and 26th), and early -
in the morning of Tuesday I learnt from Colonel Shaw-Stewaxt that five arches of
the Gudiathum Railway Bridge and nine arches of the Palar Bridge werc gone. 1

telographed this information to Governinent, and then got word that seven more arches. -

of this bridge had given Way. The first breach was about midnight or very early
morning, the second about 8 o'clock. A raft was made during the day, and in the
afternoon was tried. It could not be got across the strongest part of the current, that
running along the north side, and at last the adventurers had to land again on the same
side they had started from, four miles lower down. .Next day the force of the stream’
~ had somewhat abated, and the voyage Was successfully made, since then communica- '
tion has been kept up more or less efficiently. : 55 %

3. T have received a report from the Tahsildar of Gudiathum, dated 26th, dofail-
ing the damage done at his head-quarters. He says, the Railway Bridge ga\;e Soayid
about 4 o’clock that morning, that eighteen houses on his (the north-east) side of the
siver had fallen, and, as it appeared to him, twenty-one on the other side, but he could
not get across to ascertain. The people who lived in those houses had pereeived their 2
danger and gone up into the town the previous evening, consequently there was no
loss of life. AT

4 The Areot Tahsildar’s report, dated 30th, says that the old town and the
outlying village of Bairagimattam were both threatened with inundation, but that he
had the gaps in the embankment effectually stopped. When at Arcot recently, I saw-
the embankment which runs from the anicut back to the town of Arcot, and from the
condition it was in, I should say that a very creditable amount of energy ‘must have :
been disp!ayed to make it secure under such an inordinately severe test. The Vlnages KN

 of Pungodu gnd Takkancolum were fooded waist deep.” The Tahsildar says, he went
to see the anicut and found the middle part to the extent, as he conjectures, of about
thirty shutters’ space had been carried away. The Revenue Inspector reports from




Pfomn ’
ya.qf the Ma dra.s G i

| ment, Reven oty
M 24th November 1874, u: Department,

ﬁm me S f

to east of the tal :
; cmpsmmxmhg“ B dth‘Cheynrhavecansedgmtw

, ”5‘ Iha"ahmtd
Tk of no 1
o ‘ 0 oaaofhﬂebythmﬁood.,exceptthntofonemmwho"

P"“‘Y
0?3& than erops is slight, The houses whi Ohh’
Mﬂte losses mmth"w not the poorest sort. The Arcot Tahsil
: ear, however, ;:. th“ villages which were ﬂooded:
R 2 one to
w en this ¢ effect will be to agg!‘“
ﬂ» not m a ;
& ¥ o T Poﬁlhon to v
_,“Nhem Sleanyectlm:tooctheamountofdamagetothm

In; my letter, No,
> 0. 699,
Sy

MM' of Vellore and

i to Gudiathum haﬁ

e ‘ h;v:;n calingulahs kept constantly opets and M

In Sy ""“"‘“eyed in Arcot inclined to beliove that if the orders B

(me 0356 atgeast it is known thf:l:ém many tanks would not have 8‘““
calingulah was kept shut.

m
= MMMWSIouofthethreogreathh’.f

‘Sht’a"wmgof the Local Fund
be done in consequence of the loss

.'m“m b fonsinablasees of the-hape whidh 68
«mt&-m will bemado from Impe!‘iﬂ Fund’ . ;-‘

4. A

: "
@ small raft between Vellore and Catpady. - 1 B2 1 =8

. Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue _Dq,mrtmmt, — /— \

. 24¢h November 1874. S i
g ‘ : 5 = -
No. 136. OrpER THEREON, 24th November 1874, No. 1,451.

o - - Tue Government are much oonomd
cellancous. i

) # toleamthatsemusdamagehasbeen

“done to Public Works ‘in the North Arcot

District by the recent floods. The mbmssmn of the Collestor's full roport on the

gubject should be expedited. : I
9. Paragraph 7 of the Snb-Goﬂee‘lm’sJattsr will receive romnsid

Financial Department, and orders will be issued from the Public 'Works Bepa rtment
for the prompt repair of the irrigation works as well as for the temporary repair, if
poss1b1e, of the Palar Anicuf, as suggested in paragraph 3 of the Board’s Pmeed

ol  (Tre Extraot.) |
 (Signed) G G. MASTER,
Amny Samtary b gwmg_
s
d % -

To the Board of Revenue.

,, the Public Works Department.

,» the Financial Department.

Exd. W. H- Fm@h‘
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